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Tape 4; S i d e  1 

. . .Norway.. . 
Wiscons in ,  I came f r o m  Wiscons in . . .a  l i t t l e  town s o u t h  o f  
La  C l a i r e .  
How do you s p e l l  t h a t ?  
S-T-I-0-N NO, S-T-I-U-N. 
S-T-I-U-N. When were you bo rn?  
I n  Oc tobe r  21, 1885.  And, tomorrow i s  my b i r t h d a y .  
Oh, wow. Happy b i r t h d a y .  
Tha t  was 94 y e a r s  ago. 
What town were you b o r n  i n ,  i n  Norway? 
W e l l ,  i t  w a s n ' t  any town,  i t  was k i n d  o f  a  p l a c e .  
Where was i t  c l o s e  t o ?  
C l o s e  t o  S o r t l a n d .  S-0-R-T-L-A-N-D. I t  was j u s t  seven 
k i l o m e t e r s  f r o m  S o r t l a n d .  
And when d i d  you move f rom W i s c o n s i n  t o  Washington? 
I n  1903 .  I n  t h e  F a l l .  
What town d i d  you move t o  t h e r e ?  
To B i l l i n g h a m .  I was j u s t  l o o k i n g  f o r  work ,  t h e r e  was no 
work t h e r e ,  and f i n a l l y  I g o t  a  j o b  i n  Tacoma. I was 
p i l i n g  lumber  t h e r e .  
What were you d o i n g ,  when you were i n  B i l l i n g h a m ?  
I w a s n ' t  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g ,  I j u s t  l o o k e d  a round .  And t h e n  I 
l e f t .  
When you say p i l i n g  l umbe r ,  what k i n d  o f  work was t h a t ?  
T h a t ' s  b u i l d i n g  up lumber  p i l e s  20 f e e t  h i g h .  
Was i t  i n  a  m i l l ?  
W e l l ,  i t  came f r o m  t h e  m i l l ,  yes .  
Now, abou t  you r  f a m i l y .  D i d  y o u r  p a r e n t s ,  o r  any o t h e r  
r e l a t i v e s  move t o  Amer ica  w i t h  you,  when you came? 
No, no. I was t h e  o n l y  one. 
I see. 
I was 15 and one h a l f  y e a r s  o l d .  
S i n c e  t h e n ,  have any o f  y o u r  f a m i l y  moved t o  Amer ica? 
Yes. My b r o t h e r  came two weeks. . . two  y e a r s  a f t e r  I d i d .  
I see. Where does he l i v e  now? 
H e ' s  dead. He d i e d  i n  1913. 
OK. Where ah. ..how l a r g e  i s  y o u r  f a m i l y  now, t h a t  you have? 
W e l l ,  I have j u s t  two  d a u g h t e r s  now. My w i f e  d i e d  i n  1970.  
Where do you r  two d a u g h t e r s  l i v e ?  
One l i v e s  i n  S e a t t l e ,  and one l i v e s  h e r e .  Each o f  t h e  
s i s t e r s  has two d a u g h t e r s .  T h e y ' r e  b o t h  m a r r i e d ;  t h e y  l i v e  
i n  S e a t t l e .  
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When d i d  you move t o  t h e  Panhandle  a r e a ,  o f  I daho?  
W e l l ,  I came back f r o m  Tacoma, Washington,  i n  t h e  F a l l  o f  
1905, I t h i n k  i t  was. Yes, S p r i n g  o f  1905. 
What b r o u g h t  you t o  t h i s  a rea?  
W e l l ,  I h e a r d  abou t ,  t h e y  t o l d  me t h a t  l umbe r  p i l i n g  was 
h e r e .  The Humbi rd  Lumber company. There  was a  b i g  m i l l  
j u s t  a  h a l f  a  m i l e  f r o m  town.  
I s  t h a t  t h e  T o l b e r t ?  
They a r e  n o t  i n  b u s i n e s s  anymore. 
How do you s p e l l  t h e  name? 
Humbird .  H-U-M-B-I-R-D. 
What d i d  y o u r  f a t h e r  do f o r  a  l i v i n g  i n  Norway? 
He was a  t a i l o r .  
A t a i l o r .  And d i d  he do a n y t h i n g  e l s e ?  D i d  he do any 
f a r m i n g ?  
Yes. He had a  l i t t l e  farm.  He had t h r e e  cows and ho rse ,  
and abou t  1 2  sheep. 
Who wou ld  he t a i l o r  f o r ?  
Everybody .  He used t o  go a round  t o  t h e  homes and s t a y  
t h e r e  and make up c l o t h e s  f o r  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e .  
How many p e o p l e  l i v e d  i n  t h e  community a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  
W e l l ,  p r o b a b l y  a  dozen f a m i l i e s .  
D i d  you e v e r  do any t a i l o r i n g  y o u r s e l f ?  
No. No, I worked i n  t h e  s t o r e .  I worked i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
s t o r e  t h e r e ;  f o r  18  months b e f o r e  I came o v e r  h e r e .  
When you moved t o  t h e  Panhandle  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  where 
d i d  you l i v e  he re ,  i n  n o r t h  I daho?  
W e l l ,  I l i v e d  i n  S a n d p o i n t .  
Do you remember t h e  address?  
W e l l ,  no.  I came h e r e  f r o m  Tacoma e x p e c t i n g  t o  g e t  a  j o b  
p i l i n g  lumber  f o r  Humbi rd  Lumber Company. They were a l l  
f i l l e d  up.  Then t h e r e  were f i v e  o t h e r s ,  young f e l l o w s  l i k e  
me a lways  l o o k i n g  f o r  work .  We h e a r d  abou t  Vay, I d a h o ,  
t h e r e  was a  s a w m i l l  t h e r e .  
How do you s p e l l  t h a t ?  
V - A - Y .  I t  i s  c a l l e d  V a l l e y  now, I t h i n k .  Anyway Vay, 
I daho .  We g o t  j o b  t o  p i l e  lumber  f o r  t h e  B rooks  Lumber 
Company. They a r e  n o t  i n  b u s i n e s s  now. 
How l o n g  d i d  you work t h e r e ?  
I worked t h e r e  a l l  summer. And n e x t  summer I g o t  a  j o b  t o  
work f o r  Humbi rd .  
The b i g  m i l l  he re ,  what k i n d  o f  work d i d  you do, i n  t h e  
p i l i n g ?  
I t o o k  2-by-4,  I t o o k  2-by-8,  2-by-6,  t h e y  were a l l  16 f e e t  
l o n g ,  m o s t l y .  And you j u s t  p i l e d  i t  i n  p i l e s  abou t  20 f e e t  
h i g h .  
You say t h a t  y o u r  f a t h e r  was a  t a i l o r .  D i d  he keep t h e  
r e c o r d - o f  p e o p l e t s  c l o t h e s  i n  a  l i t t l e  book,  o r  how d i d  he 
keep t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  
T h a t  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n t t  know abou t  t h a t .  
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You d o n ' t  know. What n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  S a n d p o i n t  d i d  you  
l i v e  i n ,  when you f i r s t  moved h e r e ?  
Where d i d  I l i v e ?  
700 b l o c k ,  I suppose o n  F o u r t h ,  w a s n ' t  i t ?  
Yea. 
700 b . l ock  on F o u r t h  S t r e e t ?  
I n  t h o s e  days  i t  was c a l l e d  M i l l t o w n ,  i t  was owned by  
H u m b i r d  Lumber Company. 
Were a l l  t h e  houses  p r e t t y  much t h e  same? 
Yea v e r y  c l o s e .  
c o u l d  you  d e s c r i b e  wha t  y o u r  n e i g h b o r s  were  l i k e ?  What 
k i n d  o f  p e o p l e  y o u r  n e i g h b o r s  were? 
(Mumbled) 
What k i n d  o f  n a t i o n a l i t y  were  t h e y ?  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  were any N o r w e g i a n ,  t h a t  I know o f .  
E x c e p t  I h a d  a  p a r t n e r ,  he was N o r w e g i a n .  
Were t h e r e  Swedes t h e r e ?  
T h e r e  were  some Swedes and some N o r w e g i a n s .  
Swedes and N o r w e g i a n s .  You say  y o u  had  a  p a r t n e r .  What do 
y o u  mean by t h a t ?  
W e l l  t h a t ,  i t  t a k e s  two  t o  p i l e  l u m b e r .  H i s  name was 
C h a r l i e  N e l s o n ,  h e ' s  dead many y e a r s .  
Do you  remember any n e i g h b o r s  who l i v e d  i n  t h e  M i l l t o w n  
a r e a ?  Any o f  t h e i r  names? 
W e l l ,  M i s s  Sund. M r s .  A n j a  Sund. S h e ' s  dead now. 
T h a t  s  S-U-N-D. 
What d i d  she do? 
She j u s t  had a  b o a r d i n g  house.  She boarded- -men- - the re .  
D i d  y o u  e v e r  l i v e  i n  a  b o a r d i n g  house? 
Yes.  I t  was a  v e r y  good b o a r d i n g  house.  Good food .  
D i d  she do t h e  c o o k i n g ?  
Yes. 
How many men w o u l d  l i v e  i n  a  b o a r d i n g  house,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  
Oh, a b o u t  h a l f  a  dozen 
H a l f  dozen.  How many rooms were  i n  t h e  house? 
Oh, t h e r e  were  seven  rooms,  I t h i n k .  The house  i s  s t i l l  
t h e r e  now. They r e m o d e l e d  i t .  
How many men were  i n  a  room? D i d  you  e a c h  have  s e p a r a t e  
bedrooms? 
W e l l ,  somet imes t h e r e  were . . .had. . . two i n  a  room. 
D i d  you  e v e r  homestead i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  
No. 
Do you know p e o p l e  who d i d  homestead? ... I t r i e d  t o  homestead and t h e y  s a i d  I c o u l d n ' t  do i t .  
Why was t h a t ?  
T h a t  was way b a c k  E a s t .  No. I t h i n k  i t  was h e r e .  R i g h t  
a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r - - t h e  S a g l e  R i v e r .  
I s  t h a t  S-A-G-E-L? 
S-A-G-L-E. 
Where t h e r e  many h o m e s t e a d e r s  t h e r e ?  
W e l l ,  I...I. . . d o n l t  know. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was. 
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O f  c o u r s e  t h e  F r a n z l e r s  homesteaded i n  Montana.  
Who? 
Your  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  and s i s t e r - i n - l a w .  They homesteaded i n  
Montana--Emma and  C l a i r e .  
Oh yea.  
What was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  h o m e s t e a d i n g  p r o c e s s ?  What d i d  
p e o p l e  do t o  homestead.  
I don t know. 
So, you  l i v e d  i n  a  house  i n  t h e  M i l l t o w n  a r e a ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  
r o o m i n g  house? What was y o u r  house  l i k e  t h a t  y o u  l i v e d  i n ,  
t h a t  you  had  f o r  y o u r s e l f ?  

- 

W e l l ,  you know, I s t a y e d  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  I t  was a  man 
named C h a r l i e  M a l c u s ( ? )  had  a  p l a c e  t h e r e .  I roomed t h e r e .  
What y e a r s  were  t h a t ?  
T h a t  m u s t  have  been 1 9 1 0 .  
1910.  What was t h e  house l i k e ?  
I c o u l d n ' t  d e s c r i b e  i t .  I t  was j u s t  a  p r e t t y  f a i r  house.  
Do you  remember a b o u t  how many rooms i t  was? 
P r o b a b l y  f o u r  o r  f i v e  rooms. 
F o u r .  Was i t  one s t o r y  o r  t w o  s t o r y ?  
I t h i n k  i t  was t w o  s t o r i e s .  
And, do you remember how o l d  t h e  house was, when you  moved 
i n  t o  i t ?  
No. 
Was i t  young o r  was i t  o l d ,  do  you  remember? 
I d o n ' t  remember. 1 0  o r  2 0  y e a r s  o l d .  
D i d  M a l c u s  b u i l d  t h e  house?  
T h a t  I d o n ' t  know. 
So how many p e o p l e  l i v e d  i n  t h e  house,  when you were  o v e r  
t h e r e ?  
W e l l ,  p r o b a b l y  f o u r .  
F o u r ?  Were t h e y  a l s o  l u m b e r  w o r k e r s ?  
No. I d o n ' t  know. The o t h e r . .  . 
D i d  i t  have  a  p o r c h  on i t . .  .do  you  remember? 
Yes, I b e l i e v e  i t  d i d .  
How many d o o r s ?  
P r o b a b l y ,  j u s t  two  o u t  s i d e .  
D i d  i t  have  a  y a r d  a r o u n d  i t ?  
No. V e r y  l i t t l e  y a r d .  
What k i n d s  o f  p l a n t s  o r  f l o w e r s ,  o r  g a r d e n  was i n  t h e  
y a r d ?  Do you  remember? 
No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  
How was t h e  house  h e a t e d ?  
W i t h  a  s t o v e .  
W i t h  a  s t o v e .  Was t h a t  f a i r l y  common a r o u n d  h e r e  t o  have a  
s t o v e  i n  a  house? 
I t  was. T h e r e  wasnl t any gas o r  o i l  h e a t  h e r e .  
Were t h e y  a l l  wood s t o v e s ?  
Yea, a l l  wood s t o v e s .  
And how l o n g  d i d  y o u  l i v e  i n  t h a t  house? 



DB: 
03 :  
DB: 
03 :  
DB: 
0 3 :  

DB: 
03:  
DB: 
03:  
DB: 

DB: 
03 :  

DB: 
03 :  
DB: 
XF: 
03 :  
XF: 
03 :  
XF: 

DB: 

03 :  
DB: 

03 :  
DB: 

03:  
DB: 
03:  
DB: 
03:  

W e l l ,  I g o t  m a r r i e d  i n  1912 .  And we l i v e d  i n  a  house  f o r  
s e v e n  d o l l a r s  a  m o n t h  f o r  room and b o a r d  . . . no,  n o t  b o a r d .  
We r e n t e d  t h e  house f o r  seven  d o l l a r s  a  mon th .  
Where was t h a t  l o c a t e d  a t ?  
J u s t  a  b l o c k  and a  h a l f  f r o m  where  I am l i v i n g  now. 
And when d i d  you move i n t o  t h e  house you a r e  l i v i n g  a t  now? 
1913 .  
1913.  
Hm-hm. T h e r e  was a  man, an e n g i n e e r  f o r  H u m b i r d  Lumber 
Co., named R e m i n g t o n ,  o l d  p e o p l e  ... v e r y  old.,.and my w i f e  
h e a r d  t h a t  he wan ted  t o  s e l l  h i s  house.  I t  had been  b u i l t  
f o r  t hem b y  H u m b i r d  Lumber Company I t ' s  t h e  b e s t  b u i l t  
house  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  F i n e s t  l u m b e r  you  c o u l d  g e t ,  and I 
p a i d  f o r  i t  $500.  I n  1914 ,  o r  ' 1 3 ;  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  
What k i n d  o f  l u m b e r  i s  t h e  house b u i l t  o f ?  
Oh, i t  i s  w h i t e  p i n e  and f i r .  
I s  i t  t h e  o l d  w h i t e  p i n e ?  
Yea. 
Why d i d  t h e y  b u i l d  t h e  house f o r  t h e  e n g i n e e r ?  Was t h a t  a  
common p r a c t i c e ?  
No. T h a t  I d o n ' t  know. He was t h e  head e n g i n e e r ,  he knew 
a l l  a b o u t  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  B u t ,  i t ' s  a l l  s e l e c t e d  l u m b e r .  He 
was g e t t i n g  so  o l d  t h a t  he wan ted  t o  pass  away. My w i f e  
had  h e a r d  t h a t  he  wan ted  t o  s e l l  t h e  house.  We went  t o  
t a l k  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  1913 .  
D i d  you have  a  g a r d e n  i n  t h e  new house .  . . o u t  b a c k ?  
W e l l ,  we had  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a  g a r d e n ,  n o t h i n g  t h a t  was 
a n y t h i n g  p a r t i c u l a r .  
What k i n d s  o f  v e g e t a b l e s  d i d  you grow i n  i t ?  
I t h i n k  we g rew ... we g rew some a p p l e s .  
A p p l e s .  
We n e v e r  had  a  g a r d e n  a t  o u r  house ,  we j u s t  had f r u i t  t r e e s .  
Yea. 
I t a l i a n  p r u n e s  and a p p l e s .  
I t ' s  t r u e  we n e v e r . . .  
T h e r e  was n e v e r  any g a r d e n ,  i t ' s  t h a t  we y o u n g s t e r s  p u t  i n  
c a r r o t s ,  o r  t h a t .  
Say, b a c k  i n  t h e  o l d  d a y s ,  what  room was t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  
room i n  t h e  house  t o  p e o p l e ?  
The l i v i n g  room. 
And how was t h e  k i t c h e n  s e t  up,  i n  y o u r  house? D i d  i t  have 
a  s t o v e ,  l i k e  t h e y  a l l  have? 
Yea, i t  had a  s t o v e .  
D i d  you have  rooms t h a t  you used  more i n  t h e  W i n t e r  t h a n  i n  
t h e  Summer? 
No, n o t  t h a t  I know. I t ' s  a  two  s t o r y  house.  
Where d i d  y o u r  w a t e r  come f r o m ?  
I t  came f r o m  t h e  S a n d p o i n t  Water  Company. 
So i t  was c i t y  w a t e r .  
Yea. 
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I t  was a l w a y s  c i t y  w a t e r .  D i d  you  e v e r  have  a  r o o t  c e l l a r ,  
o u t  i n  t h e  b a c k  y a r d ?  
No. 
Was t h e r e  e v e r  a  f e n c e  a r o u n d  t h e  house,  o r  a  hedge,  o r  
a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  
Yes, I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a  f e n c e ?  
When . . .d id  t h e y  have  c i t y  t r a s h  c o l l e c t i o n  h e r e ?  O r  how 
d i d  you  g e t  r i d  o f  y o u r  t r a s h ?  
I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  
I c a n  remember,.,I mean, I c a n  o n l y  remember h a v i n g  o n l y  
g a r b a g e  c o l l e c t i n g .  I c a n ' t  remember . . .  
How many houses  were  i n  y o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
when y o u  moved i n . . . i n  1 9 1 3  o r  ' 1 4 ?  
N o t  s o  v e r y  many. The b l o c k  where  I ' m  l i v i n g  now. T h e r e  
a r e  homes e v e r y  5 0  f e e t  o n  t h e  b l o c k .  
Was e v e r y b o d y  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  f r i e n d l y  w i t h  one 
a n o t h e r ,  o r  were  some f a m i l i e s  more f r i e n d l y  t h a n  o t h e r s ?  
Yea. we n e v e r  had  anv t r o u b l e .  
~ v e r ~ b o d ~  g o t  a l o n g  p r e t t y  w e l l ?  
Yea. 
Was t h e r e  a  name t o  y o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  t h a t  y o u  l i v e d  i n ?  
No. 
W e l l ,  i t  i s  F a r m i n ' s  A d d i t i o n ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  
How do y o u  s p e l l  i t ?  
F-A-R-M-I-N. I mean when you  v o t e ,  i t s  F a r m i n 1 s  a d d i t i o n .  
Yea, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Humb i rd .  
W a i t  a  m i n u t e .  . What i s  i t .  . . i s  i t  H u m b i r d  P r e c i n c t ?  
Yea, I t h i n k  s o .  
Maybe H u m b i r d  p r e c i n c t .  F a r m i n 1 s  i s  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  excuse  
me. 
Was t h e r e  a  l o t  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  f a m i l i e s ?  D i d  t h e y  
work  on commun i t y  p r o j e c t s  t o g e t h e r ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  
No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I d o n ' t  remember. 
D i d  t h e y  e v e r  go t o g e t h e r  o n  c h i l d  c a r i n g ?  Was t h e r e  a  
baby s i t t e r ?  
No. 
Were t h e r e  any p e o p l e  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  t h a t  had  s p e c i a l  
s k i l l s  o r  s p e c i a l  c r a f t s ?  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  were  t h e r e  b a s k e t  
makers ,  o r  snowshoe makers ,  o r  f u r n i t u r e  makers?  
No, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  any .  
You c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  anybody .  How a b o u t  t h e  w h o l e  town  o f  
S a n d p o i n t ,  was t h e r e  anybody?  

u s t  w i t h  t h e i r  work  . . . p  e o p l e  who d i d  h o r s e s h o e i n g ,  
and  a  d l a c k - s m i t h e r - - b l a c k s m i t h .  
Where was t h e  b l a c k s m i t h ' s  shop l o c a t e d .  
Cedar  S t r e e t .  
C e a s e r  S t r e e t  
C-E-D-A-R . 
What i s  y o u r  p r e s e n t  a d d r e s s  now? 
614 N o r t h  4 t h .  



03: 
XF: 
DB: 
XF: 
DB: 
03:  
DB: 
03: 

XF: 

DB: 
03: 
DB: 
03: 

XF: 
03: 
DB: 
XF: 

DB: 

O J :  
XF: 
03: 

XF: 
03:  
XF: 
03: 
XF: 
03: 
XF: 
03:  
XF: 
03: 
XF: 
03:  
XF: 
03: 
XF: 
03:  
XF: 
03: 
XF: 

614 N o r t h  4 t h .  Where d i d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  p l a y ,  i n  t h e  
ne ighbo rhood?  Where would  t h e y  go o u t  t o  p l a y ?  
I dont  t know. . . 
W e l l ,  we 'd  p l a y  i n  t h e  y a r d  o r  a t  t h e  n e i g h b o r s .  
B u t  t h e r e  was no, j u s t  c e n t r a l  p l a c e ?  
Oh no,  t h e r e  was no. 
What d e n o m i n a t i o n  c h u r c h  d i d  you go t o ?  
L u t h e r a n  Church.  
L u t h e r a n ?  Was t h a t  German L u t h e r a n ,  o r ?  
I t  was Norweg ian .  I t  was t h e  F i r s t  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h . . . i t t s  
c a l l e d .  T h i s  i s  some Germans and m o s t l y  Norwegians.  
There used t o  be a  s e p a r a t e  German chu rch ,  and t h e y  s o l d  
t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  and went i n  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s .  So everybody  
i s  t o g e t h e r .  
I s  t h a t  F i r s t  L u t h e r n  Church  s t i l l  around? 
Yea. 
I t ' s  s t i l l  he re .  
Not  t h e  o l d  chu rch .  The c h u r c h  was b u i l t  i n  1905 o r  
someth ing .  
A l i t t l e  o v e r  10  y e a r s  ago we b u i l t  a  new chu rch .  
I t  burned  down. 
When d i d  t h a t  b u r n ,  do you remember? 
W e l l  t h e  o l d  c h u r c h  bu rned  abou t  1924.  B u t  t h e y  had i t  
r e b u i l t  by E a s t e r .  And l a t e r  on, t h e y  t o r e  i t  down, s o l d  
t h e  l a n d ,  and b u i l d  t h i s  new c h u r c h  down on O l i v e .  
About how many p e o p l e  be longed  t o  t h e  chu rch ,  when you 
s t a r t e d  g o i n g  t h e r e ?  
Oh, p r o b a b l y  50 p e o p l e  
I n  f a c t ,  he h e l p e d  c l e a r  t h e  l a n d  f o r  t h a t  chu rch .  
Yea. I was w a i t i n g  up  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  Humbird M i l l  t o  s t a r t  
up, t h e r e  were a l l  l umber  p i l e r s  up on the. . .what  was t h e  
s t r e e t .  . .where t h e  h ighway i s ?  
F i f t h  Avenue? 
F i f t h ?  Seven th  Avenue, w a s n ' t  i t ?  
Oh, oh  what ... I d o n ' t . . . ?  What a r e  you t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h ?  
The p l a c e ;  I s t a y e d  i n  a  house t h e r e .  
Oh. Number F i v e  M i l l t o w n ?  
No, b e f o r e  t h a t .  
W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know where you s t a  ed b e f o r e  t h a t .  
What ' s  t h e  s t r e e t  t h a t  goes n o r t K ?  
Were you a t  Comdents. 
F u r t h e r  o u t .  
L a r c h ?  
No, f u r t h e r  o u t .  
I d o n ' t  know. 
What ' s  t h a t  b i g  s t r e e t ,  t h a t  goes way o u t ,  up n o r t h ?  
You mean F i f t h  Avenue? 
W e l l ,  F i f t h  and S i x t h  and Seven th  Avenue, i t  i s .  
No, t h e r e  i s n ' t  a Seven th .  
( Mumbled) 
F i f t h  and S i x t h  ... Boye r?  
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B o y e r ,  yea.  
So t h a t ' s  where  you were  l i v i n g  when you were  b u i l d i n g  t h e  
c h u r c h .  What was t h e  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h u r c h ?  
T h a t  was t h e  c o r n e r  o f . .  . 
P o p l a r  and  F i f t h ?  
Yea. 
W e l l ,  he d i d n l  t b u i l d  t h e  c h u r c h . .  . 
T h a t ' s  60 . . .  
No, t h a t ' s  F i f t h  Avenue.  I t  was on F i f t h  Avenue. 
Oh, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  F o u r t h  i s  where  we l i v e  a t .  
Ha. He d i d n l  t h e l p  b u i l d  t h e  c h u r c h .  B u t  he and h i s  
f r i e n d s  c l e a r E d  t h e  1-and. 
P r o f e s s o r  f r o m  S t .  O l a f l s  C o l l e g e  came and t o l d  u s  and 
s a i d ,  "We a r e  g o i n g  t o  b u i l d  a  new c h u r c h .  A L u t h e r a n  
chu rch . ' '  B u t  we were  s t a y i n g  t h e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  m i l l  t o  
s t a r t  work  s o  we c o u l d  p i l e  l u m b e r .  And we d i d n ' t  have any 
money. He a s k e d  u s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e .  O f  c o u r s e  we d i d n ' t  
have  any money. B u t  t h e n  he t o l d  u s  where  t h e  c h u r c h  was 
g o i n g  t o  be  b u i l t .  We o f f e r e d  t o  c l e a r  t h e  p l a c e .  We 
c l e a r e d  t h e  g r o u n d .  
C u t  t h e  t r e e s  down. T h i s  was a l l  t r e e d  a r e a .  
How many t i m e s  a  week d i d  y o u  go  t o  c h u r c h  b a c k  t h e n ?  
Abou t  once  a  week. 
Once a  week. On Sunday m o r n i n g ?  
J a .  
D i d  you  e v e r  have any s p e c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  week? 
Any s p e c i a l  c h u r c h  f u n c t i o n s ?  
Ah, I c a n l t  t h i n k  o f  a n y .  
Where was t h e  o l d  s c h o o l ,  b a c k  when y o u  f i r s t  moved 
h e r e . . . t o  S a n d p o i n t ?  
P r i m a r y  s c h o o l  r i g h t  where  t h e  Bank i s  now. 
And i s  t h a t  o n  F i r s t  S t r e e t ?  
I t 1  s  o n  Second.  
On Second.  
On Second S t r e e t ?  And how many c h i l d r e n  went  t o  i t ,  b a c k  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  
Oh t h e y  had  a  l o t  o f  c h i l d r e n .  
T h a t ' s  h a r d  t o  s a y .  
W e l l  how many g r a d e s  d i d  t h e y  have? 
W e l l ,  e v e n t u a l l y  t h e y  had  a l l  t h e  g r a d e s  t h e r e .  They e v e n  
had h i g h  s c h o o l .  
B u t ,  when you f i r s t  moved h e r e ,  how many g r a d e s  d i d  t h e y  
have? do y o u  know? 
Oh, i t  m u s t  have been  f o u r  t o  f i v e  g r a d e s .  
I t ' s  p r e t t y  h a r d  t o  say ,  y o u  know. Because t h e y  had  a  
s e l f - m a d e  s c h o o l .  D i d n l  t t h e y ?  
D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  how l o n g  d i d  t h e y  go t o  s c h o o l ?  D i d  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  go  t o  s c h o o l ?  Was i t  l i k e  now? 
J u s t  l i k e  now. 
Oh s u r e .  
J u s t  l i k e  now? OK. 
Was i t  a  one room s c h o o l  house,  o r  a  l a r g e r  s c h o o l ?  
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J u s t  one room. 
W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know what  t h e y  had a t  F a r m i n ' s  b u t  o f  c o u r s e  
t h e  F a r m i n  was a  b i g  b u i l d i n g .  I t  had 1 0  s c h o o l  rooms, o n  
t w o  f l o o r s .  And t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  was on t h e  t o p .  
E d i t h  u s e d  t o  t e a c h  t h e r e .  
... c o n s t r u c t e d  t h a t .  And when I went  t o  s c h o o l ,  t h e y  had a  
b u i l d i n g  o u t s i d e ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e ,  a t  l e a s t .  Whether  
t h e  second  was t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know. 
What was t h e  name o f  t h e  f i r s t  s c h o o l  t h a t  was h e r e ,  t h e  
o n e  room s c h o o l ,  t h a t  you were  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  Do you  
remember t h e  name? 
I suppose t h a t  was S o u t h g a t e .  I w o u l d n ' t  know f o r  s u r e ,  I 
d o n ' t  know, ' c a u s e  I n e v e r  went  t o  t h a t .  
When you  f i r s t  moved h e r e ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s ,  d i d  you  buy  
many t h i n g s  a t  t h e  s t o r e ?  
No, I d i d n ' t .  D i d n ' t  have enough money t o  buy  a n y t h i n g  
w i t h .  
I f  you  d i d  go t o  t h e  s t o r e ,  what  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  w o u l d  y o u  
buy? 
W e l l ,  g l o v e s  and p a n t s .  
How a b o u t  f o o d ?  What f o o d  w o u l d  you  buy a t  t h e  s t o r e ?  
We d i d n ' t  buy  f o o d  a t  t h e  s t o r e ,  we j u s t  l i v e d  i n  a  
b o a r d i n g  house.  
So you  j u s t  a t e  w h a t e v e r  you  a t e  a t  t h e  b o a r d i n g  house? I f  
you  w o u l d  go t o  t h e  s t o r e  w h i c h  s t o r e  w o u l d  i t  be ,  t h e n ?  
W e l l ,  H u m b i r d  had t h i s  v e r y  good s t o r e .  
So i t  was a  m i l l  s t o r e ?  
Yes.  I t  had t h e  m o s t . . . t h e  mos t  b u s i n e s s  i n  t o w n  t o o .  I f  
you  go t o  t h e  o f f i c e . . . i f  y o u  worked  f o r  H u m b i r d  you  g e t  a  
coupon  book ,  you  c o u l d  t r a d e  i t  o u t  i n  t h e  s t o r e .  
D i d  many men do t h a t ?  O r  d i d  t h e y  t a k e  c a s h ?  
I d i d  i t  m y s e l f .  
Would you g e t  a l l  o f  y o u r  money i n  coupons,  o r  w o u l d  y o u  
g e t  p a r t  cash ,  p a r t  coupons? 
Y o u ' d  g e t  some c a s h  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  month ,  t o o .  
How b i g  was t h e  H u m b i r d  s t o r e ?  
Oh, t h a t  was a  b i g  b u i l d i n g  as  b i g  as any s t o r e  now. I t ' s  
b u r n e d  down s i n c e .  
Was i t  one s t o r y ,  t w o  s t o r i e s ?  
I t h i n k  i t  was one s t o r y .  
I t  was one s t o r y ,  b u t  i t  d i d n ' t  b u r n  down. No, t h e y  t o r e  
i t  down. They t o r e  i t  down. They had t h e i r  b i g  
o f f i c e .  . . t h e i r  o f f i c e  was p r o b a b l y  as  b i g  a s  t h i s  s t o r e .  
T h e i r  o f f i c e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t o r e .  
B u t  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s t o r e  was t w i c e  as b i g  . . .  
E d i t h  remembers f r o m  when she  was s m a l l .  
How were  t h e  p r i c e s  i n  t h e  s t o r e ?  
W e l l ,  I c o u l d n ' t  compare them now b u t  t h e y  were  v e r y  
r e a s o n a b l e .  H u m b i r d  was a  good p l a c e  t o  t r a d e .  
D i d  you  e v e r  buy a n y t h i n g  m a i l - o r d e r ,  o r  d i d  y o u  buy i t  
m o s t l y  f r o m  t h e  s t o r e ?  
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NO, I n e v e r  b o u g h t  any  m a i l - o r d e r .  
OK, b a c k  t o  d a i l y  l i v i n g .  What k i n d s  o f  f o o d  d i d  y o u  e a t ?  
What k i n d s  were  common i n  y o u r  d i e t ,  b a c k  t h e n ,  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  days?  
Meat  and p o t a t o e s ,  w a s n ' t  i t ?  
J u s t  t h a t .  
Meat  and p o t a t o e s .  
How a b o u t  ... what  k i n d  o f  v e g e t a b l e s  d i d  you  have?  Oh, do 
you  mean i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ?  
Yea. I am t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  s i n c e  he has  been  i n  S a n d p o i n t .  
WKat k i n d  o f  v e g e t a b l e s  d i d  you  have ,  y o u  suppose? 
I d o n 1  t remember. 
They d i d n ' t  have  f r u i t .  Because o r a n g e s  were v e r y  
e x p e n s i v e  and  t h e y  were r e a l  uncommon. 
D i d  you e a t  any w i l d  foods?  L i k e  n u t s  and b e r r i e s ,  o r  
a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  
P r o b a b l y  d i d .  
Oh, you had  b e r r i e s ,  a l l  r i g h t .  Grandma m e n t i o n e d  t h a t .  
What k i n d  o f  s w e e t n e r s  d i d  you  use?  D i d  t h e y  a l w a y s  have  
s u g a r ,  o r . . . ?  
Yes t h e y  a l w a y s  had s u g a r .  
They a l w a y s  had  s u g a r .  Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  f o o d s  f o r  
d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  o f  t h e  y e a r ?  I mean were  t h e r e  f e s t i v a l  
f o o d s ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  
We had  f o r . .  .Norweg ian  d e l i c a c i e s .  
What k i n d  o f  N o r w e g i a n  f o o d s  were  p o p u l a r ?  
We had romme g r o t  and  a h . .  . 
Yea. 
How do you  s p e l l  t h a t ?  
I suppose  R-0-M-M-E, i s n ' t  i t ?  
Yea. . . .  G-R-0-T. 
What i s  t h a t ?  
T h a t  i s  a  c e r e a l .  A cream c e r e a l .  
S i m i l a r  t o  c ream o f  whea t ,  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  
I s n ' t  i t  r i c e ?  
Yea. 
We n e v e r  had any a t  o u r  house,  see .  You f o l k s  d i d .  
B u t  n o t  r i c e .  
I t  was r i c e .  I t  was r i c e  w i t h  c ream on i t .  
What o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  N o r w e g i a n  f o o d s  were  p o p u l a r ?  
L e f s e .  L-E-F-S-E. 
Seemed l i k e  a  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r ,  you  know. V e r y  good.  
I s  i t  a  k i n d  o f  a  b r e a d ?  
Yea. 
You p u t  b u t t e r  o n  i t ,  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o o . . . r o l l  i t  u p .  
Were t h o s e  s p e c i a l  f o o d s ?  L i k e  i f  y o u  wan ted  a  s p e c i a l  
t r e a t ,  t h e n  t h a t  w o u l d  be  s o m e t h i n g  you  w o u l d  e a t .  
Yes.  You d i d n ' t  have  t h a t  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  
Y a. 
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What k i n d  o f  c l o t h e s  d i d  p e o p l e  wear, when you were w o r k i n g  
a t  Humb i rd ' s?  What k i n d  o f  o u t f i t  d i d  you have? 
We d i d n ' t  have no j e a n s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  They w e r e n ' t  
p o p u l a r  t h e n .  We had t h e  p a n t s  made a t  t h e  t a i l o r .  
Were t h e y  c o t t o n ,  o r ?  
I t h i n k  t h e y  were c o t t o n .  
What k i n d  o f  s h i r t s  d i d  you wear? 
I d o n ' t  remember abou t  t h e  s h i r t s  e i t h e r .  
D i d  you e v e r  have t o  wear any k i n d  o f  h a t  on y o u r  j o b ?  You 
d i d n ' t  have t o  wear h a r d h a t s ,  d i d  you? - 

No, no h a r d  h a t s .  
What was a  t y p i c a l  day l i k e  f o r  you when you moved here?  
You 'd  wake up  ... what t i m e  wou ld  you wake up i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  
t o  go t o  work? 
S i x  o ' c l o c k ,  I t h i n k .  
When d i d  work s t a r t ?  
I t h i n k ,  abou t  e i g h t .  No, maybe n i n e .  
And t h e n  when would  you t a k e  y o u r  l u n c h  b reak?  
A t  12.  
A t  12.  And t h e n  how l a t e  would  you work i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ?  
U n t i l  f i v e  o ' c l o c k .  
U n t i l  f i v e .  D i d  you do m o s t l y  p i l i n g ,  when you were 
w o r k i n g  o v e r  t h e r ?  
Yea. 
How many y e a r s  d i d  you do t h a t ?  
F i v e  y e a r s .  
And t h e n ,  what o c c u p a t i o n  d i d  you do a f t e r  t h a t ?  
T h a t ' s  what  I d i d  u n t i l  I s t a r t e d  t h e  s t o r e .  
I n  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  here?  
No, up on T h i r d  Avenue. I t  was h a l f  a  b l o c k .  . . i t  was two 
b l o c k s  f r o m  Humbird  S t o r e .  I was up on  Ma in  S t r e e t  you  
know. We had good b u s i n e s s  t h e r e .  I s t a r t e d  two b l o c k s  
f r o m  Humbird  S t o r e .  A l i t t l e  p l a c e  abou t  h a l f  as  b i g  as 
t h i s .  
Were you H u m b i r d ' s  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  
Yes. 
W e l l ,  how d i d  t h a t  work? 
Tha t  worked f i n e .  
O K .  
Never  had any t r o u b l e .  I d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  them much. I 
s t a r t e d  i n  a  s m a l l  way, u n t i l  I made my name. 
Why d i d  you d e c i d e  t o  s t a r t  up a  s t o r e  back t hen?  
You know, i n  Norway, b e f o r e  I came o v e r  h e r e  I worked i n  a  
s t o r e  f o r  18  months.  A c o u n t r y  s t o r e .  They s o l d  
e v e r y t h i n g .  G r o c e r i e s .  And e v e r y t h i n g .  
And you l i k e d  i t ,  I t a k e  i t .  
Yea. And t h e n  when I s t a r t e d  and went i n t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  I 
d i d n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  abou t  bookkeep ing .  B u t  I...I r e a d  t h e  
a d v e r t i s e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  L u t h e r a n  Academy and 



B u s i n e s s  C o l l e g e  i n  Tacoma, W a s h i n g t o n .  And t h e y  
a d v e r t i s e d  t o  s t u d e n t s .  So I went  down t h e r e ,  a n d  t h e y  
t a u g h t  me b o o k k e e p i n g .  

DB: How l o n g  d i d  you  go t o  s c h o o l ?  
OJ: One w i n t e r .  And, we u s e d  t h e  same b o o k k e e p i n g  h e r e  now 

t h a t  I l e a r n e d  t h e r e .  Back i n  1 9 0 6 .  
DB: So t h e y  t a u g h t  you  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  you  needed t o  know. 
O J :  J a .  
DB: Who d i d  you go see a b o u t  s t a r t i n g  u p  a  s t o r e ?  Was t h e r e  

any way t o  go a b o u t  d o i n g  i t ?  
OJ: I wanted  t o  go. i n t o  b u s i n e s s  f o r  m y s e l f ,  b u t  t h e n  I d i d n ' t  

have  no money. I h a d  $300, and t h e r e  was two o t h e r  f e l l o w s  
t h a t  had 300.  .. 
(END OF TAPE 4 ;  S i d e  1) 


