
I d a h o  P a n h a n d l e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t  
I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  F r a n k  McPherson 
O c t o b e r  20, 1979  
S e n a t o r  Creek  
I n t e r v i e w e d  b y  D a v i d  B a r t o n  
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  

McP = F r a n k  McPherson 
DB = D a v i d  B a r t o n  Tape 8; S i d e  1 

DB: When d i d  you and y o u r  f o l k s  come o u t  h e r e  t o  t h e  N o r t h  I d a h o  
a r e a ?  

McP: W e l l ,  I came h e r e  i n  ' 1 6 .  I n  1917 g o t  t o  P r i c h a r d .  Come u p  
t o  p i l e  b r u s h  f o r  D.H. D o l l a r .  

DB: And, how l o n g  d i d  t h a t  l a s t ,  how l o n g  d i d  you p i l e  b r u s h  f o r  
h im?  
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Oh, I ' m  n o t  s u r e - - a b o u t  t h r e e  weeks. And t h e n  I W W  gone on  
s t r i k e .  
They d i d  what?  
I W W  s t r u c k  a l l  n o r t h w e s t  woods. I was p i l i n g  f o r  t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e .  And D o l l a r  had t o  pay f o r  i t .  T h a t ' s  why we d i d  
i t .  None o f  'em l i k e d  i t .  B u t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t o l d  'em. 
So t h e  s t r i k e  d i d n ' t  a f f e c t  us .  Abou t  s i x  weeks t h e n  we h a d  
t o ,  l e f t  t h e  s tumpage.  So t h e  s t r i k e  d i d n ' t  a f f e c t  much. 
Worked a b o u t  s i x  weeks. L e f t  one man w a t c h i n g  t h e  camp and  
t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  I s t a y e d  f o r  a  w h i l e .  Course t h i s  was 
b e f o r e  s c h o o l  opened up.  
What s c h o o l  was t h a t ?  
Gonzaga. 
I s  t h a t  i n  Spokane? 
Hm-hm. B e f o r e  s c h o o l  opened up. So, t h e y  d i d n ' t  need me u p  
t h e r e .  
When were you b o r n ?  
1900.  
1900? And where was t h a t  you were b o r n ?  
N o r e t t a ,  Nebraska .  
When d i d  you move o u t  t o  Spokane t h e n ?  
1910.  
~ n d  d i d  you move t o  Spokane because y o u r  f a t h e r  changed j o b s ?  
Yea. 
What d i d  he do i n  t h e  Spokane a r e a ?  
He was a  b r i d g e  c a r p e n t e r .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  c a r p e n t e r .  
What k i n d  o f  b r i d g e s  was he mak ing?  
A l o t  o f  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e s  j u s t  i n  t h a t  t i m e ,  i t  was a l l  wood. 
Which r a i l r o a d  was he w o r k i n g  f o r ?  
N o r t h e r n  P a c i f i c .  
N o r t h e r n  P a c i f i c .  D i d  he e v e r  l i v e  i n  I d a h o ?  
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Oh, yea.  He came h e r e  f o r  a  y e a r  o r  t w o .  B u t  he s t a y e d  
a r o u n d  Spokane m o s t l y .  And B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ;  w h e r e v e r  he  
s t o p p e d .  
Now, have  you  a l w a y s  l i v e d  o n  t h i s  p l a c e ?  
S i n c e  ' 2 1 .  
S i n c e  ' 2 1 .  Where were  you  b e t w e e n  ' 1 7  and ' 2 1 ?  
W e l l ,  I was s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  t o w n  w i t h  my f o l k s .  And I w o r k e d  
f o r  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i n  t h e  summer. I n  t h e  woods, worked  
i n  t h e  woods, t h e n  wha t  t h e y  c a l l  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  came a l o n g .  
T h e r e  w e r e n ' t  much j o b s .  The k i d  t h a t  I came w i t h  t o  t h i s  
c  o  u  n  t r y  , P - t - C W T b T t h T r  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~packp- -- 
h o r s e s .  He was r i d i n g  ahead o f  me. G o t  h a l f  way t o  
P r i c h a r d .  He s a i d ,  !'Why d o n ' t  we buy o l d  P e t e  o u t . "  N o t  a  
damn t h i n g  d o i n g .  He had  a  l i t t l e  money; I h a d  a  l i t t l e  
money. Buy P e t e  o u t ;  we had a  p a c k s t r i n g  and a  p l a c e  t o  
s t a y .  T h a t  was i t .  
T h i s  i s  1921? 
I came up h e r e ;  moved up t h e  1 5 t h  o f  May. He f i n a l l y  g o t  
m a r r i e d  and h i s  w i f e  w o u l d n ' t  l i v e  h e r e ;  s o  I had t o  buy  h i m  
o u t .  
How much l a n d  do you own h e r e ?  
I g o t  a b o u t  1 3 0  a c r e s  h e r e .  I had 250.  I t  was 1 6 0  I b o u g h t ;  
t h e n  I homesteaded 9 3  down i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  
Who were you  n e i g h b o r s  b a c k  t h e n  i n  t h e  o l d  d a y s ?  
Oh, God! I t  was m o s t l y  f l o a t e r s .  Back t h e n .  
What do y o u  mean b y  f l o a t e r s ?  
No home a t  a l l .  J u s t  where t h e y  hung t h e i r  h a t .  
What k i n d  o f  j o b s  d i d  t h e y  do? 
W o r k i n g  i n  t h e  woods; g o t  t h e  l o g s  o u t ,  d r i v i n g ,  l o g g i n g .  
When was t h e  l a s t  l o g  d r i v e  a r o u n d  t h e s e  p a r t s ?  
' 2 6 ,  h e r e .  Now t h e  l a s t  l o g  d r i v e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  was down 
on t h e  C l e a r w a t e r  R i v e r  a b o u t  ' 6 2 ,  ' 6 3 .  
What was t h e  name o f  t h e  company t h a t  had t h e  l a s t  l o g  d r i v e  
a r o u n d  h e r e ?  I n  ' 2 6 .  
Coburn  had t h e  l a s t  l o g  d r i v e  h e r e .  W i n t o n  Lumber Company o n  
t h e  L i t t l e  N o r t h  F o r k .  They d r o v e  l o g s  o u t  o f  t h a t  ' t i1  t h e  
1930s .  'Round t h e  t i m e  t h e  b u l l d o z e r s  come up .  They s t a r t e d  
b u i l d i n g  r o a d s  up h e r e .  
When d i d  t h e y  s t a r t  b u i l d i n g  t h o s e  r o a d s ;  r i g h t  a b o u t  t h e  
' 3 0 s ?  
Yeah. The b u l l d o z e r s  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  i n  h e r e  i n  ' 3 3 .  L i t t l e  
show t o  wha t  t h e y  g o t  now. They s t a r t e d  t h e n ;  3Cs g o t  i n  
t h e r e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  b u l l d o z e r s .  
W h a t ' s  t h e  3Cs? 
C i v i l i a n  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Corps .  They r e c r u i t e d  k i d s  f r o m  a l l  
o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e y ' d  go  w o r k .  G o t  'em a l l  o u t  h e r e ,  
work  f o r  a  d o l l a r  a  day and g o t  'em w o r k i n g .  
Do you know where  t h o s e  camps were  l o c a t e d  a t ?  
A l l  o v e r .  
Do you  remember some o f  t h e  names o f  'em? 
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R i l e y  Creek  Camp, Magee, and a  camp down t h e r e ;  each  one o f  
them had 200 Negroes  f rom Har lem.  And one down h e r e  a t  ... 
Do you t h i n k  you c o u l d  f i n d  them on  a  map i f  I showed you  a  
map l a t e r ?  O r  g e t  them i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a ?  
Rock C i t y ,  D e v i l s  E lbow,  Shoshone Creek .  Up h e r e  J o r d o n  
Creek  f i v e  m i l e s .  One up  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know how many 
camps. E v e r y  p l a c e  a r o u n d .  A l o t  o f  k i d s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  
k i d s  b u i l t  g o a t  t r a i l  r o a d s .  
What d i d  t h e y  use  g o a t  t r a i l  r o a d s  f o r ?  
W e l l ,  f o r  movement. Such damn p o o r  t r a i l s .  
B a c k T K e n  y  o  u  f i - f s t  mo v  e  dPtie r e  , y  ou s  a  y  y  ouPKgd-aP-- -- - - 

p a c k s t r i n g .  How many h o r s e s  d i d  you have w i t h  you on  t h e  
p a c k s t r i n g ?  
Oh! Now a  government  s t r i n g  r a n  a b o u t  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t .  Gypo 
s t r i n g  r u n  1 3 .  1 2  m u l e s  and a  s a d d l e  h o r s e .  And t h e  gypos 
had t o  have  a  300 pound w e i g h t  b a l a n c e d .  
Who was y o u r  c l o s e s t  n e i g h b o r  back  t h e n  i n  t h o s e  days?  O r  
d i d  you have  any? 
S t e a d y  n e i g h b o r s ,  a b o u t  1 8  m i l e s  down, s t a y e d  a l l  W i n t e r  and 
s t a y e d  on t h i s  p l a c e  and l i v e d  t h e r e .  
What was h i s  name? 
Chauncey Young and a  f e l l o w  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a ,  I d o n ' t  remember 
h i s  name. 
Were t h e r e  any k i n d  o f  towns a r o u n d  h e r e  o t h e r  t h a n  
P r i c h a r d ?  O r  s e t t l e m e n t s ?  
M u r r a y ,  t h a t  was a  g o l d  r u s h  town.  And E a g l e ,  t h e r e  was 
30,000 p e o p l e  t h e r e  a t  one t i m e .  
W e l l ,  b a c k  t o  when you f i r s t  moved o u t  h e r e .  What was 
i n v o l v e d  i n  homes tead ing?  What d i d  you do t o  s e t  up  a  
homestead? 
W e l l ,  you f i l e d  on a  p i e c e  o f  g round .  I t ' d  be  open f o r  
f i l i n g .  
who 'd -you  f i l e  w i t h  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
Government Land  O f f i c e  i n  Coeur d l A l e n e .  T h a t ' s  f e d e r a l ,  y o u  
see.  T h i s  homestead t h a t  I g o t ,  I f i l e d  back  i n  ' 2 2 .  
What was y o u r  f i r s t  house l i k e ?  You b u i l t  h e r e  o n  y o u r  
homestead? 
I t ' s  o v e r  t h e r e .  
T h a t  one? What 's  t h e  name o f  t h a t ?  n T i n d e r b o x " ?  T h e r e ' s  a  
name on t h e  f r o n t .  
T u r n i p s e e d .  
T u r n i p s e e d .  How'd you g e t  t h a t  name f o r  i t ?  
W e l l ,  t h e  f e l l o w  who b o u g h t  i t ,  t h a t ' s  h i s  name. 
T h a t ' s  a  good r e a s o n .  
W e l l  t h e  house i t s e l f  was o n l y  1 6  b y  16 .  I t  was b u i l t  i n  
1910  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e .  When I homesteaded I had i t  moved down 
b e l o w .  I l i k e d  t h a t ,  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  t o  l i v e .  T h i s  p l a c e  was 
b u i l t  i n  t h e  ' 3 0 s .  A n o t h e r  p l a c e  down t h e  c r e e k .  I c o u l d  
g e t  r u n n i n g  w a t e r  up  h e r e .  
How b i g  was t h e  house down t h e r e ?  



McP: 20 by 20. 
DB: How many rooms were i n  i t ?  
McP: Two. 
DB: What d i d  you use each  room f o r ?  
McP: One room bedroom, and k i n d  o f  a  l i v i n g  room, and t h e r e  was a  

k i t c h e n .  A p l a c e  f o r  a  f i r e .  
DB: Where d i d  you g e t  w a t e r  down t h e r e ?  
McP: W e l l .  J u s t  p u t  a  h o l e  down seven  f e e t  and g o t  wa te r .  
DB: Was i t  c l o s e  t o  a  t r a i l ?  
McP: W e l l ,  yes and no.  I b u i l t  a  t r a i l  coming f r om t h e  w e l l  t o  

t he-house-. - - - 

DB: What k i n d  o f  m a t e r i a l  was t h e  house made o f ?  
McP: Logs.  

(BREAK I N  TAPE) 
DB: Where would  you g e t  y o u r  mu les  a t ?  
McP: They w e r e n ' t  mine,  because I was p a c k i n g  f o r  someone e l s e .  

Herb Stone,  we came i n  h e r e  t o g e t h e r ,  i n  ' 17 .  We p i c k e d  up a  
few s t r i n g s  and we g y p o - s t r i n g e d .  And t h e y  g o t  b i g g e r  and 
b i g g e r .  We went down t o  L e w i s t o n  and bough t  33 head, two 
yea r  o l d s .  

DB: Back i n  t h o s e  days,  how much d i d  a  mule  c o s t ,  a  good one? 
McP: Oh, $250-400. A good h o r s e  was $7-800. 
DB: And how l o n g  wou ld  a  mu le  l a s t  you? 
McP: W o u l d n ' t  l a s t  any l o n g e r  t h a n  a  p a c k e r .  I f  you gave h i m  a  

chance. 
DB: Tha t  o l d  house you were t e l l i n g  me abou t .  The one you made 

.down t h e r e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  have any w a t e r ,  when d i d  you b u i l d  
t h a t ?  

McP: ' 2 3 .  
DB: Were you l i v i n g  i n  i t  by y o u r s e l f  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  And t h e n  you 

l i v e d  i n  t h a t  u n t i l  you b u i l t  t h i s  one? 
McP: Hm-hm. I n  ' 3 6 .  
DB: Whereld you g e t  y o u r  l o g s  f o r  b u i l d i n g  t h i s  one? 
McP: A f t e r  t h e  1910  F i r e ,  b e f o r e  i t  had been s o l i d  f o r e s t .  A f t e r  

i t ,  e v e r y t h i n g  was k i l l e d .  And t h e r e  t h e y  s t o o d .  A l l  o v e r .  
DB: Whereld you f i n d  them. I mean what p a r t  o f  y o u r  l a n d  were 

t h e y  on? 
McP: Across  t h i s  h i l l  o v e r  h e r e .  
DB: I s  t h i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t o v e  you had i n  t h i s  house? 
McP: Oh, no. I burned  o u t  s e v e r a l  o f  them. I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I ' m  

a  p r e t t y  t o u g h  cus tomer .  
DB: D i d  you s e t t l e  h e r e  b e f o r e  t h e r e  were r o a d s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ?  
McP: W e l l ,  yes.  There  was no r o a d  i n  h e r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  ' 3 4 .  I was 

up h e r e  p a c k i n g  f o r  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i n  ' 1 7 .  Come i n .  
They p u t  a  pack  t r a i l  up h e r e .  H a l f  t h e  t i m e  i t  was i n  t h e  
r i v e r .  You go a l o n g  some o f  t h e s e  c r e e k s ,  y o u ' d  be b e l l y  
deep t o  t h e  h o r s e s .  

XM: When d i d  t h e y  p u t  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  b r i d g e  down h e r e  n e a r  B r e t  
Creek? On t h e  f l a t  down h e r e  by B r e t  Creek? 
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XM: 

Oh, t h a t .  The y e a r  b e f o r e  we g o t  i n t o  W o r l d  War 11. Abou t  
t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  t h e  CCs d i d .  P u t  t h a t  b r i d g e  a c r o s s  t h e r e  s o  
t h e y  c o u l d  work  on  t h e  a r e a  b u r n e d  b y  t h e  ' 3 8  F i r e .  
Government t a x  d o l l a r s .  T h e y ' l l  do a n y t h i n g .  
T h e r e  a r e  a  bunch  o f  b u r n e d  o u t  s tumps up t h e r e  n e a r  C a t a r a c t  
C r e e k .  What were t h e  b i g  f i r e s  t h e y  had  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  What 
y e a r s  d i d  t h e y  have t h e  b i g  f i r e s ?  
1 9 1 0  was one. 1919  was a n o t h e r  one.  1923  was one.  And 
1926.  ' 3 1 .  The l a s t  b i a  one.  
D i d  t h e y  e v e r  a f f e c t  yLu"here on  y o u r  p l a c e ?  
S c a r e d  t h e  c r a p  o u t  o f  me. I n  1 3 1 , 2 8 , 0 0 0  a c r e s .  ' 2 6  F i r e  
was 56,000 a c r e s .  
How a b o u t  t h e  ' 3 6  one? 
No, ' 3 1  had 28,000 a c r e s .  A s l o w  p r o c e s s  t o  c l e a n  i t  up .  No 
r o a d s  and b u l l d o z e r s .  D i d  i t  a l l  w i t h  p i c k  and  s h o v e l ,  
hodags.  
Who d i d  t h e  work?  
Any one t h e y  c o u l d  g e t .  
D i d  t h e y  j u s t  t a k e  p e o p l e  and p u t  them t o  work? 
Hm-hm. Two b i t s  an  h o u r .  I f  i t  g o t  bad enough t h e n  t h e y  
s h i p p e d  i n  s o l d i e r s .  
D i d  y o u r  b a r n  b u r n  down o u t  t h e r e ?  The o r i g i n a l  one. What 
happened t o  t h a t ?  
Go t  t o o  o l d .  And t h e  snow b r o k e  i t  down. 
D i d  you  e v e r  have  a  r o o t  c e l l a r  o u t  t h e r e ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  
t h a t ?  What d i d  you s t o r e  i n  t h a t ?  
W e l l  v e g e t a b l e s  and canned  goods.  
You say  v e g e t a b l e s ?  What k i n d  d i d  you grow a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
Oh, spuds,  r u t a b a g a s ,  t u r n i p s ,  o n i o n s .  
Anv c o r n ?  
NO: Too s h o r t  f o r  c o r n .  No c o r n ,  t o m a t o e s  o r  beans.  H i t  by  
f r o s t .  
Where d i d  you t h r o w  away y o u r  t r a s h  when you  were done w i t h  
i t  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
Oh, a c r o s s  t h e  r o a d  o v e r  h e r e .  
I n  them days,  n o t h i n g  was t r a s h ,  t h i s  f a r  f r o m  town.  You 
k e p t  t h i n g s .  No s i r ,  you d o n ' t  t h r o w  away a  b e n t  n a i l .  
S p e a k i n g  o f  t h a t ,  when s o m e t h i n g  b r o k e  down a r o u n d  h e r e ,  w h a t  
w o u l d  you do b a c k  i n  t h e  o l d  days? 
W e l l ,  t h a t  a l l  depended on how b r o k e  i t  was. I f  i t  was bad  
enough and you had t o  g e t  new, t h a t ' s  what  you had  t o  do.  
And somet imes you  d i d n ' t  have t h e  money. You j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  
go o u t  and b o r r o w  a  $1,000 l i k e  you can now. 
Where wou ld  you  go t o  town  t o  buy p a r t s ,  say  i f  y o u r  t r a c t o r  
b r o k e  down? 
W e r e n ' t  no t r a c t o r .  They was h o r s e s .  Go t o  t h e  s t o c k y a r d s  
and buy some o f  them. 
What k i n d  o f  e q u i p m e n t  d i d  you have? What k i n d  o f  m o t o r i z e d  
s t u f f ,  i f  any? 
M a c ' s  t h e  o n l y ,  excuse me f o r  i n t e r r u p t i n g ,  s o m e t h i n g  you 
d o n ' t  see, a  ho rse -powered  b a l e r  o v e r  t h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  
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o n l y  one I ' v e  s e e n  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  T h e r e ' s  one i n  B o i s e  a t  
t h e  I d a h o  F a i r .  I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  o u r  K o o t e n a i  C o u n t y  F a i r  
t o  g e t  t h i s  one f rom Mac, re -wood i t ,  and g e t  i t  w o r k i n g  down 
t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  h o r s e - p o w e r e d  b a l e r ,  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  
wen t  t o  s c r a p  i r o n .  By t h e  b a r n ,  u n l e s s  i t ' s  gone f r o m  t w o  
y e a r s  ago.  
I t ' s  i n  my p i l e  o f  r u b b i s h  o v e r  t h e r e .  
Where d i d  y o u  g e t  t h e  b a l e r ?  
I t  was h e r e  when I moved o n t o  t h e  p l a c e .  A b a l e r ,  mower, and  
r a k e .  And a  p l o w .  

-1-somekhing o n t h e  -ba le r -wou ld  -brea+tFwhere-would--youget-- 
b o l t  f o r  t h a t ?  Were t h e r e  any b l a c k s m i t h s  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
N o t h i n g  much t o  b r e a k  on t h a t .  She was b u i l t .  
You g o t  a  f o r g e  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  b a r n ,  d o n ' t  you? T h i s  man 
c a n  do i t  a l l .  He d o e s n ' t  have  t o  g e t  somebody e l s e .  The 
f o r g e  i s  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  shop.  
T h e r e ' s  a  l o t  o f  hay  o u t  t h e r e .  B u t  t h e  f o r g e  i s  s i t t i n g  
t h e r e  and t h e  a n v i l .  W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  a  w h o l e  shop  t h e r e ,  
p r a c t i c a l l y .  
Was t h a t  h e r e  when you  moved i n ?  
I ' v e  g o t  a  s e w i n g  h o r s e  a t  home. E v e r y t h i n g  o n  i t  Mac made. 
I t ' s  c u t  o u t  o f  c o t t o n w o o d  o r  t a m a r a c k .  And I sewed o n  t h a t  
t h i n g  j u s t  b e f o r e  h u n t i n g  season  f i x i n g  a  packsaddLe  u p .  I t  
r e a l l y  w o r k s .  He g i v e  me t h a t  f i v e  y e a r s  ago.  E v e r y t h i n g  o n  
t h a t  i s  c u t  o u t  w i t h  a  h a t c h e t  o r  a  d r a w k n i f e  o r  a  j a c k k n i f e .  
What k i n d  o f  t o o l s  d i d  y o u  u s e  i n  t h e  b l a c k s m i t h  shop? 
I h a d  a t  l e a s t  8 o r  1 0  d i f f e r e n t  s e t s  o f  t o n g s .  F o r  
d i f f e r e n t  h a n d l i n g  t o  p u l l  t h i n g s  o u t  o f  . the f o r g e .  And a  
hammer and c o l d  c u t s  and  a n v i l  and  v i c e  and d r i l l  p r e s s .  
D i d  you p i c k  t h i n g s  u p  l i t t l e  b y  l i t t l e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ?  
Yeah. 
I ' m  r e a l  i n t e r e s t e d ,  I r e a d  i n  t h e  K e l l o g g  p a p e r .  I t  s a i d  
t h a t  one t i m e  you  g o t  c a u g h t  w i t h o u t  enough s u p p l i e s  i n  t h e  
W i n t e r .  When was t h a t ?  
I d o n ' t  know. A l o t  o f  w i n t e r s  l i k e  t h a t .  
What I ' m  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  when y o u  go i n t o  town ,  wha t  
do y o u  buy? F o r  w i n t e r  s t o r e s ?  
W e l l .  You buy  e v e r y t h i n g .  O f  c o u r s e  y o u  buy i t  i n  case  
l o t s .  I t ' l l  t a k e  7 t o  8 c a s e s  o f  m i l k ,  t a l l  48 can .  
Condensed m i l k .  I t r i e d  powdered m i l k .  Found,  g e t  a  f i v e  
pound c a n  o f  powdered m i l k ,  make f i v e  g a l l o n s .  When y o u  g o t  
done m i x i n g  i t ,  i t ' d  be  a l l  gobbed u p  o r  i t ' d  t a s t e  l i k e  
w a t e r .  G o t  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  w i n t e r ,  d i d n ' t  have  enough.  I g o t  
C a r n a t i o n .  
What o t h e r  k i n d  o f  s t a n d a r d  s t u f f  w o u l d  y o u  buy?  
W e l l ,  buy  f l o u r  b y  t h e  1 0 0  and s u g a r  b y  t h e  100 .  And f r u i t ,  
a l l  d r i e d  f r u i t ,  25 pound b o x e s  o f  t h a t .  
How many o f  t h o s e  w o u l d  i t  t a k e ?  
W e l l ,  I ' d  buy  25 pounds o f  p r u n e s ,  25 pounds o f  r a i s e n s ,  and 
a p r i c o t s .  A few a p p l e s .  
What k i n d  o f  b a k i n g  powder  w o u l d  y o u  use?  
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We d i d n ' t  do t h i s  s o u r d o u g h .  
What were  t h e  common m e a l s  i n  t h e  W i n t e r t i m e ?  What w o u l d  y o u  
e a t  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ?  
Y o u ' d  have  f i s h  and h o t c a k e s  and hashbrowns and c o f f e e .  
How a b o u t  l u n c h ?  
P r e t t y  much t h e  same t h i n g .  
What was a  s p e c i a l  m e a l  b a c k  t h e n  i n  t h e  o l d  d a y s ?  
T h a t  w o u l d  b e ,  i t  was a l l  a b o u t  t h e  same. N o t  much 
d i f f e r e n c e .  C o u r s e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t o o ,  I u s e d  t o  l i k e  t o  e a t  
swee t  s t u f f ;  c a k e s ,  and p i e s ,  and c o o k i e s  and t h e  l i k e .  
- A T d t h  e  n  y  o  u  1 3 p h m T t T f  f o u t o f  y  o  u  r ga r W t  o  o  , w oul-dK1-tp 
you? W h a t ' s  t h e  g r o w i n g  season  u p  h e r e ?  
From a b o u t  June,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  June t o  O c t o b e r ?  
I ' v e  had v e n i s o n ,  b u t  I ' v e  n e v e r  had e l k .  What does e l k  
t a s t e  l i k e ?  I s  i t  c l o s e  t o  v e n i s o n ?  
I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you  what  i t  t a s t e s  l i k e .  You g o t  two 
v e n i s o n s  h e r e ,  t h e  w h i t e  t a i l e d  d e e r  and m u l e  d e e r .  W h i t e  
t a i l  has  a  b e t t e r  f l a v o r  and f a t t e r .  M u l e  d e e r  i s  good i n  
soup.  I ' m  n o t  t o o  p a r t i c u l a r  a b o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I t ' s  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  e a t .  E a t  what  y o u  have.  
When you  b u t c h e r e d  an e l k ,  w o u l d  y o u  b u t c h e r  i t  l i k e  y o u  
b u t c h e r  a  hog? 
No, s k i n  h i m ,  you  d o n ' t  s c a l d  h im.  S k i n  h i m  j u s t  l i k e  y o u  
w o u l d  a  b e e f .  G e t  h i m  down, open up t h e  b e l l y ,  open h i m  u p  
and  t a k e  t h e  h i d e  o f f  o f  h i m  and t a k e  h i m  down, t a k e  t h e  g u t s  
o u t .  
Do you s a l t  h i m  down w i t h  b r i n e ?  
Somet imes,  yeah .  Make j e r k y .  
M a c ' s  snowshoed more t h a n  a l l  t h e  way a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  He 
k e p t  t r a c k  o f  i t ,  went  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  o n c e  o r  t w i c e  and 
t h e n  he  s a i d ,  ''To h e l l  w i t h  i t ,  I a i n ' t  k e e p i n g  t r a c k  o f  my 
s n o w s h o e i n g  no more. "  
I f i g u r e  73,000 m i l e s .  Over  t h e s e  m o u n t a i n s ,  n o t  on  t h e  
r o a d s .  
You make y o u r  own snowshoes? 
No. Y o u ' d  wear o u t  a  p a i r  a  y e a r .  You c o u l d  buy  a  good p a i r  
o f  snowshoes f o r  $7 .50.  Now t h e y  c o s t  y o u  $70.  
How much d i d  c o r k  b o o t s  used  t o  c o s t ?  
A  d o l l a r  a  i n c h ,  a  b o o t  l i k e  t h a t .  8 i n c h e s ,  8 d o l l a r s .  
We ' re  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  shoes  and f o o d  and s t u f f .  Where w o u l d  y o u  
buy  a l l  t h e s e  s u p p l i e s ,  b o o t s  and c l o t h e s  and t h i n g s ?  
W e l l ,  down a t  P r i c h a r d ,  a  g e n e r a l  s t o r e  down t h e r e .  They 
s o l d  g r o c e r i e s ,  t h e y  s o l d  f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g .  T h e y ' d  j u s t  b e  a  
l u m b e r j a c k  s t o r e  down t h e r e .  You w o u l d n ' t  f i n d  any women's 
d r e s s e s  o r  f i n e  shoes .  M o s t l y  g l o v e s  and b o o t s  and s t a g g e d  
s h i r t s  and h a t s  and t h a t  k i n d  o f  s t u f f .  
What was t h e  name o f  i t ?  
O l d  B i l l y  Lawrence  had i t  t o  b e g i n  w i t h .  B i l l y  Lawrence  and 
t h e  B l u e  Ox. The B l u e  Ox was a  h e l l  o f  a  good l o o k i n g  g a l .  
She was a b o u t  250.  A l o t  o f  h e r .  Had b e e r  k e g s  f o r  l e g s .  
D i d  t h e y  r u n  t h e  s t o r e  t o g e t h e r ?  



McP: B i l l y  r a n  t h e  b a r ;  s h e  r a n  t h e  s t o r e .  
DB: I s  i t  s t i l l  t h e r e ?  
McP: Yeah. J u s t  a  t a v e r n  now. And i t ' s  t h e  o n l y  b u i l d i n g  i n  

P r i c h a r d .  A l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  them b u r n e d  down. 
DB: From a  f o r e s t  f i r e ?  
McP: No, someone w i t h  a m a t c h .  
DB: What k i n d  o f  c l o t h e s  d i d  t h e  p e o p l e  u s e d  t o  wear b a c k  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  d a y s ?  L u m b e r j a c k  c l o t h e s .  
McP: W e l l ,  a  p a i r  o f  o v e r h a u l s  i n  t h e  Summer. P r a c t i c a l l y  y e a r  

--- 

r o u n d  where  i t ' d  be  w e t ,  t h e y ' d  wear w o o l  p a n t s .  Keep d r y  i n  
wo o - 1 r W a  t e  r-ru n - r i g h t t o  u  ty- 

(END OF TAPE 8; S i d e  1 )  


