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You had t o  do what you had t o  do. Had a  l o t  o f  work c l e a r i n g  
g round  f o r  one t h i n g .  C l e a r i n g  stumps and w i n d f a l l s .  
Was t h a t  f o r  y o u r  garden? 
C l e a r  t h e  ground.  And t h e n  you had you r  c o o k i n g ,  s t o c k  t o  
keep up and y o u r  house t o  keep up. Work t o  do ' t i1  W i n t e r  --- - 
c  ome W i C s e t T y t r a p  l iTESl-  - 3 h a d m y h i s  e  s  a  n d s t u f f  - 

I had t o  come back e v e r y  f o u r  days.  
Why d i d  you come back  e v e r y  f o u r  days? 
To g e t  some more g rub .  To b r i n g  back what I caugh t  i n  t h e  
t r a p s .  S k i n  'em and s t r e t c h  'em. 
What k i n d  o f  t h i n g s  were you t r a p p i n g ?  
Oh, ma r ten ,  and mink ,  and c o y o t e ,  and f o x  and weasel ,  beaver ,  
and o t t e r ,  m u s k r a t .  T h a t ' s  abou t  i t .  
What was t h e  most  common t h i n g  t h a t  you caugh t?  
The most money was i n  beaver .  You t r a p p e d  unde r  a  p e r m i t  
f rom t h e  s t a t e ;  you g o t  h a l f .  The beaver  was t h e  b i g g e s t  
p a r t  o f  y o u r  paycheck.  Then t h e  mar ten  was t h e  n e x t  t h i n g .  
Then mink.  F i g u r e  abou t  a  $125 a  month. 1500 m i l e s  on t h e  
t r a p  l i n e .  T h a t ' s  what y o u ' d  make i n  a  few months.  
How many t r a p s  d i d  you have s e t ?  
Oh, 20 dozen. T h a t ' s  a l l  t o g e t h e r .  F o r  beave r ,  25 o r  30 o f  
them. And mar ten ,  l e s s .  And e v e r y  so o f t e n  y o u ' d  have t o  s e t  
f o r  f o x  o r  c o y o t e .  
Tha t  was i n  t h e  W i n t e r t i m e .  What k i n d  o f  work d i d  you do i n  
t h e  Summer? Bes ides  w o r k i n g  f o r  y o u r s e l f ?  
Oh, I m a i n t a i n e d  t r a i l s  and t e l e p h o n e  l i n e s ,  w i t h  t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e ,  and f i g h t  f i r e s  and pack mu les .  I used t o  do a  l o t  
o f  l o a d  work f o r  t h e  packe rs .  Had t o  have t h e  l o a d s ,  a  good 
300 pounds,  150  pounds on each s i d e ,  o r  j u s t  a b o u t .  Get a  
whole  o r d e r  o f  j u n k  you had t o  go i n  t h e r e  and s e t  i t  on. A 
l o a d  o f  300 pounds.  As many l o a d s  as you c o u l d .  And t h e n  
t h e r e  was hay,  t h a t  was sometimes. Tha t  was a  bad one. 
M o s t l y  l i g h t  hay.  125-130 pounds.  
Bob s a i d  t h a t  sometimes you would  grow y o u r  hay he re  and t a k e  
i t  down t h e  r i v e r .  When was t h a t ?  
I n  1924 u n t i l  1932. By t h a t  t i m e  t h e n  t h e  l o g g e r s  was g o i n g  
jammers. D i d n ' t  need hay l i k e  t h e y  used t o .  
What do you r e f e r  t o  as a  jammer? 
A machine t h a t  goes o u t  and hook o n t o  a  l o g  any p l a c e  and 
b r i n g  t h e  l o g  o u t .  
(BREAK I N  TAPE) 
We g o t  t h e  hay i n  and went down on t h e  r i v e r .  And he was 
t h e r e .  He had g o t t o n  d runk .  By God, t h e  man l a i d  down. I 
s a i d ,  "Ndw l o o k  h e r e  Ed. You and I w i l l  neve r  e v e r  t r a v e l  
a g a i n  w i t h  a  j u g  o f  wh iskey .  W e ' l l  t r a v e l  sobe r  i f  we t r a v e l  



a t  a l l . "  So we went down and g o t  t h e  s t u f f  l o a d e d  up.  Here  
he come w i t h  a  g r e a t  b i g  g r i n  on h i s  f a c e  and a  g a l l o n  o f  
wh i skey .  I had a  n o t i o n  j u s t  t o  t a k e  i t  and t h r o w  i t  o v e r  o n  
a  r o c k .  The p o o r  son-o f -a -gun  h e l p e d  me p u t  up t h e  hay and 
p u t  up my b a r n ,  t h e  l e a s t  I c o u l d  do was l e t  h i m  a l o n e  i f  
n o t h i n g  happened. So I t o o k  a  s l u g  o f  i t .  I t  g o t  me 
cough ing .  Eve ry  boatman we seen, we s topped  and I t r i e d  t o  
g i v e  them a  d r i n k  o f  wh i skey .  Got  up t o  t h e  pack  s t a t i o n  a t  
Shoshone Creek.  Two o f  t h e  b e s t  horsemen. They t o o k  a  s n o r t  
o f  i t .  Tha t  was a l l .  Up t o  Hansenls p l a c e ,  o l d  Jack B a i l e y  

a X 1 ~ i m ~ n a - 1 3 1 - - d W t k e ~ c ~ m e m e b I r e - l p P  mz-pump-tt7ee 
ba rn ,  and t h e y  was g e t t i n g  k i n d  o f  d r i e d  o u t .  Now t h e y  t r i e d  
t h e  wh iskey ;  we d i d n ' t  l o w e r  t h a t  j u g  an i n c h .  Ed had d r a n k  
a l l  t h a t .  He g o t  d runk .  We s topped  a t  my p l a c e ,  g o t  up i n  
t h e  c a b i n .  Came t o  t h e  f o r k s .  Ed was a s l e e p  i n  t h e  back  o f  
t h e  b o a t .  So I p u l l e d  up,  went up t o  C h a r l i e ' s  t o  g e t  some 
s t u f f  and a  g o d e v i l  and g e t  some s t u f f  t o  pack  up tomorrow o r  
t h e  day a f t e r .  So I come down. Ed was l a y i n g  i n  t h e  b o a t .  
I shook h im  up.  He had knocked a  50 pound sack  o f  f l o u r  i n t o  
t h e  r i v e r .  So I f i s h e d  t h e  damn f l o u r  o u t .  I l o a d e d  i t  and 
h a u l e d  i t  up t o  t h e  house w i t h  a  g o d e v i l .  And by t h a t  t i m e  
i t  was l a t e .  The n e x t  day I went o v e r  t o  C h a r l i e ' s .  And 
asked,  "Has Ed been a round  t h i s  morn ing?"  I l o o k e d  a round  
and h e r e  he was on h i s  hands and knees,  i n  t h e  c r e e k ,  r i g h t  
a t  t h e  bow o f  t h e  b o a t .  The o v e r f l o w  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r  had r u n  
t h r o u g h  t h e r e  and he had h i s  f a c e  p l a s t e r e d  r i g h t  down i n  t h e  
w a t e r .  I grabbed h i m  and t u r n e d  h im  ove r .  I t e l l  you i f  you  
have e v e r  seen a  man l o s e  h i s  g u t s .  He was j u s t  p u r p l e  a l l  
o v e r .  

XM: Drowned i n  two i n c h e s  o f  wa te r .  
McP: He drowned, b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  t h e  w a t e r .  When he was on a  d r u n k  

l i k e  t h a t ,  he l o s t  h i s  oxygen. And t h a t ' s  i t .  F i n a l l y  g o t  a  
h o l d  o f  t h e  s h e r i f f ,  and t h e  c o r o n e r .  Word came back ,  I had 
t o  have i t  r e l a y e d  t h r o u g h  Magee. Word came back ,  "Take t h e  
c o r p s e  and s t a r t  down i m m e d i a t e l y .  The c o r o n e r  w i l l  l o o k  a t  
t h e  body.' '  I f  I had known what I d i d  now, I ' d  have t o l d  h i m  
t o  go t o  h e l l ,  l e t  them come up and g e t  h im.  So I come up 
h e r e ,  I had a  28 f o o t  dugout  s p r u c e  canoe. Came and g o t  
h im.  And s t a r t e d  o u t .  I t  was s t a r t i n g  t o  g e t  d a r k .  H a l f  
l i g h t  o f  t h e  moon. I saw o l d  J i m  McDonald. He s a i d ,  ''What 
do you have t h e r e ,  Mac?'' I s a i d ,  "I g o t  Ed, h e ' s  dead; I ' m  
t a k i n g  h i m  down.'' He s a i d ,  ''Do you need a  hand?" I s a i d :  
'@I w o u l d n ' t  mind. "  He s a i d :  " I t ' l l  t a k e  me abou t  20 
m i n u t e s .  I ' m  r eady  t o  go t o  town." He had h i s  pack sack ,  he 
weighed abou t  220 pounds.  The r i v e r  had 1 5  o r  1 6  i n c h e s ,  and 
we were s c r a p i n g  t h e  bow. So f i n a l l y  I g o t  o l d  J i m  t o  h o l d  
t h e  l a n t e r n .  I s a i d ,  "So you go o u t  t o  h o l d  t h e  l a n t e r n  on 
t h e  t r a i l .  And 1'11 s t a y  i n  t h e  b o a t .  I f  a n y t h i n g  happens, 
1'11 h o l l e r  a t  you. "  F i n a l l y  I g o t  t o  t h e  b i g  r o c k s ,  c h a n n e l  
b u i l d s  up t h e r e ,  she s h o t  t h r o u g h  p r e t t y  s w i f t .  And t h e  
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w a t e r  w a s n ' t  as deep as I t h o u g h t  i t  was. Me i n  t h e  b a c k  end 
and  t h e  c o r p s e  i n  t h e  f r o n t .  And we p i l e d  up o n  a  r o c k .  And 
i t  t o o k  me 20 m i n u t e s  so  t h a t  I c o u l d  l o w e r  u s  o f f  t h a t  
r o c k .  I n e a r  dumped h i m  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  
(BREAK I N  TAPE) 
D i d  you  work o n  any o f  t h e  l o g  d r i v e s  i n  t h e s e  p a r t s ?  
N o t  much. L a s t  l o g  d r i v e  t h e y  had h e r e ,  t h e y  g o t  hung u p  
c a u g h t  i n  a  jam. F o r  two  summers I w o r k e d  t h e  d r i v e s .  
What y e a r s  were t h o s e ?  
' 2 6  and  ' 2 7 .  - pppp-pp - - - p  

How many men were  w o r k i n g  u p  h e r e  i n  t h o s e  days? 
W e l l ,  on  t h e  d r i v e  t h e r e  was a b o u t  40. 
And where w o u l d  t h e y  t a k e  t h e  l o g s  from? 
W e l l ,  1 6  m i l e s  above t h i s  r i v e r  and r i g h t  o n  up .  Take them 
and move them down t o  Coeur  d l A l e n e  Lake .  O r  n o t  t h e  l a k e ,  
b u t  D u d l e y ,  f o u r  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  l a k e ,  where  t h e  f i r s t  
s l a c k w a t e r  i s .  A l l  t h e  l o g s  t h a t  were  d r i v e n  down t h e r e ,  
each  one h a d  a  stamp on 'em. And a  b a r k  mark  t h a t  t o l d  y o u  
who i t  b e l o n g e d  t o ,  j u s t  l i k e  a  b r a n d  o n  an a n i m a l .  And when 
t h e y  g o t  down t h e r e ,  t h e y  had  what  t h e y  c a l l e d  a  s o r t i n g  
gap.  And t h e y  r u n  t h e s e  l o g s  t h r o u g h .  S o r t  t h e  l o g s ,  
somebody 's  h e r e ,  somebody 's  t h e r e ,  s o r t  t h e  t i m b e r .  
And w o u l d  t h e y  boom them f o r  t h e  s team b o a t s ?  
Yah. 
Now t h e y  d i d  t h a t  u n t i l  t h e  1930s? I n  t h e  l a t e  ' 2 0 s ?  
Yeah. The l a s t  d r i v e  was i n  ' 2 6 .  S t a r t e d  i n  ' 2 6 ,  g o t  'em 
o u t  i n  ' 2 7 .  A l l  t h i s  c o u n t r y  was gone h e r e .  The r i v e r  was 
o n l y  20 o r  3 0  i n c h e s  deep a t  t i m e s ,  had  a  h e l l  o f  a  t i m e  
g e t t i n g  them o u t .  Took them t w o  y e a r s  t o  g e t  t h e  l o g s  dwon 
h e r e .  
Were t h e y  l o g g i n g  i n  h e r e  a l l  y e a r  l o n g ?  
No. S t a r t  s a w i n g  i n  March .  Some ended a b o u t  T h a n k s g i v i n g .  
When t h e  snow g o t  r e a l l y  deep i n  t h e  canyons.  Logs  w o u l d  r u n  
u n d e r  and were b u r i e d  u n d e r  snow. I t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  p a y .  
What k i n d  o f  l o g s  were t h e y  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
W h i t e  p i n e ,  w h i t e  f i r ,  t a m a r a c k .  
When d i d  t h e  w h i t e  p i n e  p l a y  o u t ?  
S h e ' s  n o t  p l a y e d  o u t  y e t .  B u t  i t ' s  g o i n g .  The bugs i s  
g e t t i n g  t o  i t .  Bugs and b l i s t e r  r u s t .  
I s  t h a t  t h e  r i b e s ?  
Yeah, yeah.  I t  g e t s  i n  t h e r e ,  h e r e  and t h e r e .  I t  d o n ' t  j u s t  
sweep i t  s o l i d .  I t ' l l  r o t  an  a r e a ,  be tween  f i v e  and t e n  
p e r c e n t .  You c a n  t e l l  by  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  shade o f  t h e  
wood. The f i r s t  y e a r  t h e y  g e t  k i n d  o f  a  d i r t y  g r a y .  The 
n e x t  y e a r  a  l i t t l e  b i t  more.  Then t h e y  t u r n  a  shade o f  
b rown.  And t h a t ' s  i t ,  and t h e y ' r e  gone.  
D i d  you e v e r  see them make t h e  c h u t e s  and f l u m e s  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
Oh y e s .  
How d i d  t h e y  used  t o  make t h e  c h u t e s ?  
G e t  a  c r e e k ,  and go a l o n g  and l a y  c r o s s  t i e s ,  6, 7  f e e t  
w i d e .  E v e r y  8 f e e t .  Come a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  c h u t e  s t i c k s ,  1 6  
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f e e t .  Two l o g s  l a i d  t o g e t h e r  l i k e  t h a t .  And s t i c k  'em h e r e ,  
s t u c k  down. Go a l o n g  and p u t  a  l i n e  up h e r e .  And hew o f f  
t h i s  r o u n d  s i d e  h e r e .  So i t  l o o k s  l i k e  t h i s .  L i k e  a  V .  And 
when you come t o  a  t u r n ,  you had t o  have a  f e n d e r  on t h e r e ,  
o r  i t  w o u l d  jump. And t h e n  when t h e y  g o t  t o  go t o o  h i g h ,  
t h e y  d r i l l  a  h o l e  i n ' t h e s e  c h u t e s ,  t h e y  p u t  a  gooseneck i n  
t h e r e ,  a  p i e c e  o f  s t e e l  l i k e  t h a t ,  t u r n e d  l i k e  t h a t  and 
down. Sharp  l i k e  a  c h i s e l .  These l o g s l d  h i t  t h a t  and j u s t  
t a k e  a  s h a v i n q  o u t  o f  'em and s l o w  'em down. And i f  i t  
w a s n ' t  t o o  bad, a l l  t h e y ' d  have t o  do i s  j u s t  t h r o w  some h o t  

-- - - 

sand  i n  t h e r e  t o  s l o w  'em down. And-17-theywoul-dn't r u n ,  
p u t  some g r e a s e  on i t .  And t h e n  you g e t  down t o  t h e  b o t t o m  
and  h o r s e s  o r  teams w o u l d  t r a i l  them. J u s t  h i t c h  o r  p u t  a  
s e t  o f  t o n g s  i n  t h e  b a c k .  And have  8 o r  1 0  l o g s ,  a l l  t h a t  
you c o u l d  p u l l ,  y o u ' d  b u c k  'em see ,  t r a i l  'em down u n t i l  t h e y  
h i t  t h e  pond.  Then a f t e r  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  ' 3 0 s  t h e y  
s t o p p e d  t r a i l i n g  w i t h  h o r s e s  and t h e y  p u t  t h e  C a t s  i n  t h e r e .  
Then a f t e r  t h a t  t h e y  g o t  t h e s e  jammers, p u t  on a u t o m o b i l e  
whee ls ,  g e t  o u t  t h e r e  and h o i s t  them up.  W i t h  t h e  h o r s e s  y o u  
had t o  t a k e  them down t h e  h i l l ;  w i t h  t h e  jammers,  you had t o  
t a k e  them up.  
D i d  t h e y  use many f l u m e s  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
Oh yeah.  They p a c k  up a  p o r t a b l e  s a w m i l l  up  t o  t h e  
h e a d w a t e r .  W i t h  a  g a s o l i n e  e n g i n e .  A r e a l  j o b  f o r  a  
p a c k e r .  T h e r e ' s  1400  pounds and you had t o  pack  i t  on  t w o  
mu les .  And i t  w a s n ' t  so bad on a  f l a t .  B u t  i f  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  
u p h i l l ,  t h e  one i n  t h e  b a c k  had i t ,  and i f  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  
d o w n h i l l ,  t h e  one i n  t h e  f r o n t  had i t .  You a l s o  had f o u r  
men, two  men on each s i d e .  You 'd  s t o p  e v e r y  so o f t e n ,  p i c k  
t h a t  l o a d  up and s e t  i t  on a  s t a k e  t o  t a k e  t h e  l o a d  o f f  o f  
t h e  a n i m a l ' s  back .  Somet imes,  you  w o u l d n ' t  make o v e r  two  o r  
t h r e e  m i l e s  a  day,  somet imes l e s s .  
When t h e y  were b u i l d i n g  t h e  f l u m e ,  how wou ld  t h e y  l a y  o u t  t h e  
t i m b e r ?  
Go up t o  t h e  headwate r ,  s e t  up t h e  m i l l .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e  f l u m e ,  t h e  s k e l e t o n ,  was 6 b y  8 ' s  and t h e y  p u t  p o s t s  b u t  
she  was l i k e  t h a t .  S t a r t  b u i l d i n g  f l u m e  a t  t h e  m i l l  and as  
t h e y  k e p t  g o i n g  down, t h e y  j u s t  p u t  l u m b e r  i n  t h e  w a t e r  and  
f l o a t  i t  on  down and k e p t  b u i l d i n g  i t .  
So t h e y  wou ld  f o l l o w  a  c r e e k  b o t t o m  f o r  f l u m e ?  
W e l l ,  p r e t t y  much. You had t o  p r e t t y  much keep i t  t o  g r a d e  
t o o .  You know a  c r e e k  b o t t o m  i s  l i k e  t h i s  and l i k e  t h a t ;  y o u  
had t o  keep a  g rade .  
So y o u ' d  go o v e r  t h e  t o p  o f  i t .  How d i d  t h e y  g e t  t h e  w a t e r  
t o  r u n  i n  t h e  f l u m e ?  
Headwate rs  o f  a  c r e e k ,  b u i l d  a  dam up t h e r e .  B u i l d  a  dam 
where t h e y  p u t  t h e i r  m i l l .  Take t h e  w a t e r  o u t  o f  t h e  pond,  
t a k e  t h e  l u m b e r  f r o m  t h e  m i l l ,  went r i g h t  f r o m  t h e  saw i n t o  
t h e  f l u m e  and on down t o  t h e  c a r p e n t e r s .  
D i d  t h e y  have d i f f e r e n t  names f o r  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  c h u t e s ?  
No. 
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How a b o u t  s p l a s h  dams, were t h e r e  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s ?  
Yes, t h e y  had f l y i n g  c h u t e s  and t r a i l i n g  c h u t e s ;  t h i s  i s  one 
on t h e  f l a t  where  t h e  h o r s e s  w o u l d  have t o  t r a i l  them, and 
t h e  f l y i n g  c h u t e s  was when t h e y  came o f f  t h e  h i l l  l i k e  t h a t ,  
where t h e y  had t h e s e  goosenecks  and sand and e v e r y t h i n g  
e l s e .  F l y i n g  c h u t e s .  
Those a r e  t h e  ones t h a t  were g o i n g  f a s t e r ?  
To s l o w  'em. I f  t h e y  d i d n ' t ,  t h e y ' d  jump t h e  c h u t e  and go 
o u t .  
D i d  t h e  l x s  e v e r  c a t c h  f i r e  
--- down t h e  c h u t e s ?  

e t ,  y i X K 5 0 T I d - F K t h e  No, b u t  you  c o u l d  s T F F k ~ ~  
b l u e  smoke t r a i l i n g  b e h i n d  them. 
How much t i m b e r  c o u l d  t h e y  g e t  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  h e r e  i n  a  g o o d  
y e a r ?  
Abou t  1 0  t o  1 5  m i l l i o n  f e e t ,  t h a t  w o u l d  be  t h e  who le  t h i n g .  
I s  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  Coeur  d l A l e n e  F o r e s t ?  
T h i s  r i v e r .  I t ' d  t a k e  a b o u t  5  o r  600 men and 4 o r  500 h o r s e s  
t o  do t h a t .  The same t h i n g  t o d a y  w o u l d  t a k e  a b o u t  h a l f  a  
dozen  s k i d d e r s  and 1 0  men w i t h  l o g g i n g  t r u c k s .  Saw 'em amd 
s k i d  'em amd p u t  'em on t h e  t r u c k  and t h e y ' r e  a t  t h e  m i l l  t h e  
n e x t  day .  T h i s  o t h e r  way t h e y  sawed them and f l u m e d  'em and 
s h o t  'em and f l u m e d  'em amd p u t  'em i n  t h e  r i v e r  and t h e y  
l a i d  t h e r e  u n t i l  n e x t  s p r i n g  and t h e y  g o t  'em n e x t  y e a r .  
How d i d  p e o p l e  g e t  p a i d  w o r k i n g  as l o g g e r s ?  
So much a  t h o u s a n d .  
D i d  anyone work  f o r  h o u r l y ?  
Oh y e s ,  you b e t .  $.50 an  h o u r  f o r  a  w h i l e  and t h e n  you g o t  
up  t o  a r o u n d  a  $100  a  week. 
How many o f  t h e s e  men were IWW? 
The b i g g e s t  p a r t  o f  'em. 
And t h e  t h e  4 L s  when t h a t  came i n ?  
Oh, t h e  4Ls was j u s t  a  crumbo o u t f i t .  The I W W ,  o h  t h e y ,  
b e f o r e  t h a t ,  men was w o r k i n g  1 0  h o u r s  a  day .  And s i x  days  a  
week. F o r  s . 3 2  t o  s .35  c e n t s  an h o u r ,  p a i d  a  d o l l a r  a  day 
f o r  b o a r d .  A d o l l a r  a  mon th  f o r  h o s p i t a l .  And 60 o r  70 men 
i n  t h e  bunkhouse.  The bunkhouse ld  be a  l i t t l e  b i t  l a r g e r  
t h a n  t h i s  house w i t h  d o u b l e  bunks .  J u s t  hemlock  p o l e s  r u n  up 
t h e r e .  S e t  o u t  h e r e  and h e r e  and h e r e  w i t h  a b o u t  t h a t  much 
s t r a w  on t o p  o f  i t .  T h e r e  was no p l a c e  f o r  you  t o  do y o u r  
l a u n d r y ,  you had t o  g e t  a  f i r e  t u r n e d  down a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k  
and  b o i l  up .  And you had t o  c a r r y  y o u r  own b l a n k e t s .  And 
t h e  beds ,  e v e r y  damn one o f  them had enogh l i c e  t o  p a c k  y o u  
o u t  o f  them. I t e l l  you,  g i v e n  t h e  chance,  you c o u l d  go down 
t o  t h e  camp and b o i l  up  e v e r y  day ,  b u t  t h e  bunkhouse was 
a l i v e ;  t h a t  damn s t r a w  had been t h e r e  f o r  two o r  t h r e e  
y e a r s .  W i t h  l i c e  i n  t h e r e .  Two days  a f t e r  you was t h e r e ,  
you  was l o u s y ,  and t h a t  was i t .  E v e r y  once and a  w h i l e ,  
t h e y ' d  go t o  Spokane t o  t a k e  a  b a t h ,  c o u l d n ' t  t a k e  no chance  
up  t h e r e  t a k i n l  a  b a t h  , i n  t h e  w i n t e r .  Go b a c k  i n  t h e  
bunkhouse,  t h e  f r o n t  end; t h e r e ' s  a  t r o u g h  u p  t h e r e ,  w i t h  1 5  
o r  20 washbas ins  and b a r  soap i n  a b o u t  25 p i e c e s ,  and t h a t ' s  
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wha t  you had.  If you want  some warm w a t e r ,  t h e y  had a  box  
wood s t o v e ,  and f i v e  g a l l o n  c a n s  o f  w a t e r .  One w o u l d  keep 
t h a t  f u l l  and have a  d i p p e r  i n  a  g a l l o n  can .  
Where were  t h e  l o g  camps a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
W e l l ,  t h e r e  was t h r e e  on t h i s  p l a c e  h e r e  a t  one t i m e .  C o u r s e  
t h e y ' r e  a l l  gone now. And one up a r o u n d  P r e s i d e n t  Creek  a n d  
B l i e r  C reek  n e a r  Rock C i t y .  Goose C r e e k  i s  t h e  n e x t  one. 
And t h e n  on down, t h e r e ' s  a  p a c k  s t a t i o n  a t  Shoshone C r e e k .  
T h a t  was a  k i n d  o f  d i v i d i n g  l i n e .  A p l a c e  f o r  l u m b e r j a c k s  
g o i n g  up and down. You o f t e n  p a c k e d  y o u r  b e d d i n g  and 

e v e r y t h i n g  on y o u r  bacl<. You c o u l c f o n l t o - s o r f 2 n u n i - y o u  
had  t o  have a  p l a c e  t o  s t o p .  Then t h e  n e x t  b i g  bunch  o f  men 
was up  a t  F a l l s  C r e e k  and t h e  Shoshone Work C e n t e r  t h a t  goes 
u p  t h e  o t h e r  way. T h a t ' s  t h e  l a s t  b i g  l o g g i n g  j o b ,  and t h e n  
a l l  a l o n g  on down t h e  r i v e r ,  l i t t l e  j o b s  h e r e  and t h e r e .  
Were t h o s e  c a l l e d  gypo? 
W e l l ,  t h e  gyp0 was b e f o r e  t h e  I W W  t o o k  o v e r ,  was w o r k i n g  by 
t h e  day ,  w o r k i n g  by  t h e  day,  s o  much f o r  a  swamper, so  much 
f o r  a  dogger ,  so much f o r  a  t e a m s t e r ,  so much f o r  a  hook man. 
What d i d  t h e  swamper and t h e  d o g g e r  and  t h e  h o o k e r s  do? 
W e l l ,  t h e  swamper i s  a  man who t a k e s  an a x e  and goes and c u t s  
a l l  t h e  b r u s h  o u t  o f  t h e  way a n d  c l e a n s  a l l  t h e  l i m b s  o f f  o f  
t h e  l o g s ,  c u t s  a l l  t h e  w i n d f a l l s ,  makes t h e  r o a d  up t h e r e  
where  you t a k e  y o u r  h o r s e s  up.  And where  you  c a n  t a k e  t h e  
l o g s  down. Now t h a t ' s  t h e  swamper ' s  j o b .  The d o g g e r ,  e r  
sawyer ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  he goes ahead o f  a l l  o f  'em. He f a l l s  t h e  
t r e e s ,  p r e f e r a b l y  e v e r y t h i n g  up h i l l .  N o t h i n g  a c r o s s  h i l l .  
I f  you f e l l  i t  a c r o s s  h i l l ,  you  m i g h t  as  w e l l  t a k e  y o u r  t o o l s  
a n d  s t u f f  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  and g e t  y o u r  t i m e .  Up and down 
h i l l .  I t  was c u t ,  so  many, 20%, 1 2  f o o t  o r  20%, 1 4  f e e t  and  
1 6  f e e t .  I f  i t  come o u t  r i g h t ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  e n c o u r a g e  you,  
b u t  you c o u l d  have 20s .  Now h e r e ,  t h i s  t i m b e r ' s  l a y i n g  up  
h i l l  l i k e  t h i s .  And have a  r i g ,  l i k e  an  h e r e ,  w i t h  a  
hook l i k e  t h a t  w i t h  t h r e e  l i n k s  o f  c h a i n  h e r e .  And a n o t h e r  
"Iw hook h e r e .  A t r a i l  dog. T i e  t h i s  end i n t o  a  l o g  h e r e  
and  t h i s  end .  And you g o t  t h e  t w o  o f  'em hooked t o g e t h e r ,  
s e e .  L o t s  o f  t i m e s  you c o u l d  t a k e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  o r  
s i x  and somet imes 1 0  o r  1 5 .  I t  a l l  depended o n  t h e  k i n d  o f  
g r o u n d  and t h e  h o r s e s  you had and t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  t i m b e r .  
T h a t  was t h e  d o g g e r .  T h a t  was h i s  work  t o  dog t h o s e  t o g e t h e r .  
How w o u l d  he g e t  t h o s e  l o g s  i n  l i n e  so he c o u l d  p u t  t h o s e  
c h a i n s  on? 
They l a i d  t h e r e .  The l o g s  were l a y i n g  t h e r e .  He t r i e d  i f  he 
c o u l d  t o  dog a  w h o l e  t r e e  t o g e t h e r  and c a t c h  a n o t h e r  t r e e  a n d  
t i e  i t  o n t o  t h e  end. J u s t  t r y  t o  g e t  a  w h o l e  t r e e  a t  one 
h i t .  Once you g o t  t h e  buck  t o  m o v i n g ,  y o u  c o u l d  move q u i t e  a  
l o a d .  
Who sawed t h e  l o g s  i n t o  1 6  f o o t  chunks? 
The sawyers .  
So he sawed 'em down and c u t  'em i n t o  l e n g t h s  t o o ?  
He sawed 'em down and c u t  'em up ,  yeah.  



DB: What d i d  t h e  t e a m s t e r  do? 
McP: He d rove  t h e  o l d  p o n i e s  up t h e r e ,  h i t c h e d  o n t o ,  had a  s e t  o f  

t o n g s  and h i t c h e d  o n t o  them l o g s  and b r o u g h t  them down t o  
what t h e y  c a l l e d  a  sk idway  o r  a  l a n d i n g  and p u t  'em i n  
t h e r e .  He h a u l e d  'em i n  and knocked,  t h e r e  was a  man down 
t h e r e  who worked t h e  dog o u t  t h e n  and t o o k  a  peavey and d r o v e  
t h a t  one o f f  and h a u l  up a n o t h e r  one and knock  t h e  dog o u t .  
And g e t  a l l  h i s  dogs t o g e t h e r  and go up a n o t h e r  t r a i l .  

DB: Where d i d  t h e  l o g s  go f r o m  t h e r e  when t h e y  g o t  them on t h e  

McP: W e l l ,  landin?? hey e i t h e r  went down a  c h u t e  i n t o  a  f l ume  o r  down a  
c h u t e  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  O r  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  

DB: Were t h e r e  any s a w m i l l s  a round  t h e s e  p a r t s ?  O t h e r  t han . .  . 
McP: Oh, t h e r e  was one h e r e  i n  ' 2 3  and ' 2 4 .  Most a l l  o f  t h e  

t i m b e r  t h a t  was l o g g e d  h e r e  was c u t  up a round  Coeur d t A l e n e .  
Went t o  t h e  s a w m i l l s .  One a t  H a r r i s o n .  One down t h e r e .  
Then i n  Coeur d lA lene .  Then a f t e r  you g o t  t o  H a r r i s o n ,  you 
go up on t h e  S t .  Joe R i v e r ,  and i t ' s  t h e  same way. I t ' s  t h e  
same o p e r a t i o n  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  s a w m i l l s  a r e  up a round  S t .  
M a r i e s .  

DB: Back i n  t h e  o l d  days,  so t h e y ' d  d r i v e  l o g s  t o  Coeur d l A l e n e  
and t h e n  r u n  them i n t o . .  . 
(END OF TAPE 8; S i d e  1)  


