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FM: I p u l l e d  on b o a r d  and I s a i d ,  "Mo r t ,  w h a t ' s  t h e  m a t t e r ? "  
Oh, God, I t e l l  you, he i s  t h e  g r o u c h i e s t  l o o k i n g  man i n  
t h e  w o r l d  anyway. B u t  h i s  face  was so i t  wou ld  c o s t  h i m  
$9.00 f o r  a  shave, even i n  t hose  days.  A f t e r  d o i n g  a l l  
t h i s  work ,  you know. And he s p e n t  q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  money on 
i t .  He s a i d .  " T h i s  t h i n g  j u s t  w o n ' t  steam." So, I h a d n ' t  
been on i t  a t  a l l .  And o f  c o u r s e ,  I ' m  a  steam e n g i n e e r .  
And so I t i e d  u p  a l o n g s i d e  o f  h im  and I jumped on t o  l o o k  
t h i n g s  o v e r .  And he had i t  hooked up p r e t t y  good. Good 
shape. I opened t h e  f i r e b o x  and l o o k e d .  I s a i d ,  "Mor t , "  I 
s a i d ,  " C h r i s t ,  you c o u l d n ' t  even r o a s t  a  we ine r  i n  t h e r e .  
You d o n ' t  know how t o  b u i l d  a  f i r e . "  "Oh," he s a i d ,  "I 
p l a y e d  w i t h  t h i s  t h i n g  f o r  a  week now. And I c a n ' t  g e t  
s team f r o m  o u t  o f  i t . "  I s a i d ,  "OK,"  so I s a i d ,  ah ... so,  I 
poked h i s  f i r e  up, s t o k e d  h e r ,  and s h u t  t h e  d r a f t  o f f ,  you 
know. "Oh," he s a i d ,  " y o u r  s t e a m l l l  go down." I s a i d ,  
"Yea, I know i t ' l l  go down." Which i t  d i d ,  a  l i t t l e .  
"We l l , "  he s a i d ,  " t h i s  t h i n g  i s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  work.  I guess, 
1'11 j u s t  have t o  p u l l  t h i s  e n g i n e  o u t . "  And I, " J u s t  h o l d  
easy. "  About 15 m i n u t e s  l a t e r  t h e  steam s t a r t e d  coming 
up .  I s a i d ,  "OK. Open y o u r  eng ine  w ide  open." " W e l l ,  
h e l l ,  I c a n ' t  go q u a r t e r  m i l e  u n t i l  I have any steam." I 
s a i d ,  "Yea, y o u ' l l  have steam." So he opened i t  w ide  
open. And abou t  t h e  end o f  t h e  q u a r t e r  m i l e  we had t h e  
t h i n g  p o p p i n g  o f f .  We had more steam t h e n  we c o u l d  use.  
And t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  i n  my whole  l i f e  t h a t  I saw t h a t  
man s m i l e .  

DB: D i d  he f i g u r e  i t  o u t  a f t e r  t h a t ?  
FM: Hea. He d i d .  He used i t  a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  war yea rs .  You 

b e t  cha. 
XM: D i d  t h e y ,  l i k e  i n  t h e  l a t e r  steam, d i d  t h e y  use o i l  o r  d i d  

t h e y  s t i l l  use wood? 
FM: Wood. They used wood. And ah, t h e r e  was a  l i t t l e  s teamer  

on t h e  l a k e  h e r e .  Oh, I h e l p e d  t h e  o l d  guy d e s i g n  i t  and 
b u i l d  i t .  Oh, God, many, many y e a r s  ago. And t h e r e  i s  a  
ba rge .  And r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e ,  i t  was b u i l t ,  j u s t  l i k e  
t h i s  t h i n g  .here,  r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  h e r e  he had a  box.  
About t h e . s i z e  o f  t h i s  t a b l e .  We p u l l e d  a h . . . t h a t  was h i s  
t a b l e .  We p u l l e d  t h e  l i d  o f f  t h e n  he c o u l d  f i s h  r i g h t  
t h r o u g h  h i s  h o l e ,  see.  S i t  r i g h t  i n s i d e  and do h i s  
f i s h i n g ,  you know. He had a  t r a p  door  i n  t h e  bo t t om.  When 
he g o t  a  bunch o f  f i s h  he d i d n ' t  want t o  s k i n  o r  c l e a n ,  he 
j u s t  c l o s e  t h a t  door  and dump t h e  f i s h  back .  B u t  he burned  
o l d  c rankcase  o i l  i n  t h a t .  And so, he was a  v e r y ,  v e r y ,  
v e r y  dea r  f r i e n d  o f  mine.  And ah... 
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What was h i s  name? 
P o y n t n e r .  
P o y n t n e r ?  
Yea. He had  t h e  mach ine  shop where  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r  
s i t s  now. I worked  f o r  h i m  when I was a  l i t t l e  k i d .  And 
ah,  so h e  wanted me t o  go o u t  w i t h  h i m  one weekend. So, we 
went  u p  ... I t h i n k  we went  up  t o  t h e  B e a u t y  Bay a r e a .  So, 
we l e f t  t h e  dock .  And, h e r e  t h a t  t h i n g  was t h r o w i n g  b l a c k  
smoke, t i l l  h e l l  w o u l d n ' t  have  i t .  The b l o w e r  was on.  
And, and,  n o t  t o o  much steam. So, I s a i d ,  l1Jackl1 I s a i d ,  
" I ' m  g o i n g  t o  p l a y  a r o u n d  w i t h  y o u r  f i r e b o x  f o r  a  w h i l e . "  
And I remember s e e i n g  i n  t h e  h o l d ,  h a l f  a  dozen f i r e b r i c k  
l a y i n g  u n d e r  t h e  s t e r n .  So, I went and g o t  t h o s e  and 
p l a c e d  them a r o u n d  on t h i s  f i r e b o x ,  you  know. So where 
t h i s  o i l  w o u l d  s q u i r t  i n .  F i r s t  t h i n g  y o u  know, t h e r e  i s  
more  damn s team t h a n  you  c o u l d  need.  T h e r e  was no smoke 
coming  o u t ,  and no b l o w e r .  He c o u l d n ' t  s t a n d  i t ,  y o u  
know. He p u t  u p  w i t h  i t  as  l o n g  as  I was o n  t h e r e .  And 
n e x t  t r i p  o u t  a g a i n  he  was smok ing  a g a i n  and  a  f u l l  
b l o w e r .  And, i t  w o u l d  b u r n  one f o u r t h  o f  t h e  o i l .  
What were  some o f  t h e  p e c u l i a r  names t h e y  h a d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  
t h i n g s  o n  t h e  s t e a m b o a t ?  
Oh, you  mean t h i n g s  l i k e  c a r b u r e t o r s  and . . .  
Yes. D i d  t h e y  have  any s l a n g  names f o r  s t u f f ?  
W e l l ,  yea.  No. They h a d  what  y o u  c a l l  t h e  l u b r i c a t o r .  
T h e r e  was a  m e c h a n i c a l  l u b r i c a t o r .  I t  worked  o f f  a n  arm 
t h a t  was hooked t o  y o u r  c r a n k ,  r a t c h e t .  And y o u  had a  
w h o l e  row o f  a h . . . l i t t l e  g l a s s  c o v e r e d  b o w l s ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  
s p o u t s  t h a t  come o u t  l i k e  t h i s .  Each one o f  t h o s e  was 
p i p e d  t o  a  c e r t a i n  b e a r i n g .  You c o u l d  wa tch .  And y o u  
c o u l d  s e t  each  one t o  how many d r o p s  o f  o i l  you  wanted.  
And ah. t h e n  t h e r e  was t h e  s team l u b r i c a t o r .  w h i c h  
l u b r i c a t e d  t h e  e n g i n e .  And i t ,  i t  p u t . .  . i t e h a d  a  l i t t l e  
g l a s s  a b o u t  t h i s  l o n g .  I n  f a c t ,  one b l e w  u p  and p u t  my 
d a d ' s  eye o u t .  Abou t  t h a t  l o n g ,  a b o u t  t h a t  b i g  a r o u n d .  
And you s e t  t h i s  v a l v e .  I t  come u p  t h i s . . . l i k e  y o u  use  
600W o i l .  S e t  t h i s  v a l v e  i n  t h e r e ,  s o l d  t h i s  b i g  g l o b l d  
come o u t ,  m i x  w i t h  y o u r  s team i n  t h e r e .  T h i s ' s  what  o i l e d  
y o u r  c y l i n d e r s .  And, o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  t h e y  had t h e ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  t h e  Johnson B a r .  T h a t ' s  common o n  r a i l r o a d s  o r  
a n y t h i n g  you  have .  T h a t ' s  wha t  y o u  r e v e r s e  y o u r  e n g i n e  
w i th .  And ah. 
On t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  t h e y  had;  t h e  p i l o t  was i n  c h a r g e  
o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  b o a t  down r i v e r ;  he d i d  a l l  t h e  movement 
a r o u n d ,  and t h e n  you  had t h e  c a p t a i n ,  who was i n  c h a r g e  o f  
t h e  p a s s e n g e r s ,  and he  was i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  c a r g o ,  u s u a l l y  
a  p a r t  owner o f  t h e  b o a t .  D i d  t h e y  have a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  
he r e ?  
No. Your  s k i p p e r  j u s t  r a n  t h e  b o a t .  You d i d  have 
p u r s e r s .  The G e o r g i e  Oaks c a r r i e d  a  p u r s e r  and I t h i n k  t h e  
H a r r i s o n  d i d ,  and maybe some o f  t h e  o t h e r s .  



DB: What d i d  t h e  p u r s e r  do? 
FM: W e l l ,  he s o l d  t i c k e t s  and t o o k  c a r e  o f  t h e  passengers  and 

t o o k  c a r e  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  end o f  i t .  So, t h e  c a p t a i n  and 
t h e  crew d i d n ' t  have  t o  do t h a t .  And ah, o l d  J . C  .... no 
E l i j a h  P r o f i t .  He was a  guy t h a t  s t o o d  a b o u t  so t a l l  as  I 
do now, and h i s  b e l l y  was b i g g e r  t h a n  t h a t  t a b l e .  And ah, 
n i c e  o l d  f e l l o w .  He was a  p u r s e r  on t h a t  u n t i l  a l l  t h e  
b o a t s  q u i t  r u n n i n g  and t h e n  he t o o k  c a r e  o f  t h e  dock 
s t a t i o n  i n  S t .  M a r i e s  f o r  'em u n t i l  he d i e d .  

DB: What d i d  p e o p l e  used  t o  t h i n k  abou t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i n  
t h i s  town? 

FM: W e l l ,  I c o u l d n ' t  answer t h a t .  I know, I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a  
l o t  o f  m a l a r k e y  down t h e r e  now. These days .  O f  c o u r s e  you  
go o u t  i n  t h e  f o r e s t ,  a l l  you see i s  a  bunch o f  guys 
r u n n i n g  a round  i n  p i c k u p s  and you n e v e r  see any o f  'em o u t  
d o i n g  a n y t h i n g .  

DB: How abou t  t h e  CCC? D i d  p e o p l e  ... what d i d  p e o p l e  t h i n k  
abou t  t h a t ?  

FM: Oh yea. I t  was k i n d  o f  a  must  i n  t h o s e  days.  The re  were 
t h e s e  k i d s  w i t h o u t  n o t h i n g  t o  do. And ah, when ... t h e y  had 
a  mess o f  'em up  t h e r e .  Now, t h i s  was 1933. No, i t  was 
'34 .  NO. W e l l ,  i t  was t h e  W i n t e r  o f  ' 3 3 - ' 3 4 .  And t h e y  
had 500 CC men up i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  above S t .  Joe.  The 
r a i l r o a d s  was f l o o d e d  o u t .  There  was no roads  i n t o  i t .  
And t h e y  d i d n ' t  have b u l l d o z e r s  and h e l i c o p t e r s  t h e n ,  you 
'know. And ah, t h e y  were r u n n i n l  o u t  o f  g r u b .  So, I p u l l e d  
i n .  I was d o i n g  r e s c u e  work up t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  o l d  s teamer  
P i n e  C a t .  I n  t h e  S t .  Joe R i v e r  V a l l e y .  So, I p u l l e d  i n  
t h e  dock  t h i s  e v e n i n g  t o  t a k e  on a  c a r g o  o f  wood and some 
g r o c e r i e s ,  and s t u f f .  And h e r e  come t h e  army e n g i n e e r  man 
down. He says ,  wWho's c a p t a i n  o f  t h i s  b o a t ? "  And I says ,  
"1 am." He says ,  "1 want you h e r e  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  a t  7 
o ' c l o c k  t o  t a k e  a  l o a d  o f  f o o d  up t o  S t .  Joe. "  W e l l ,  n o t  
b e i n g  a  m i l i t a r y  man, he d i d n ' t  shake me up .  He had 
r i b b o n s  and b u t t o n s  a l l  o v e r  ' i m ,  you know. And I s a i d ,  
" W e l l , "  I s a i d ,  "You c a l l  t h e  home o f f i c e .  Coeur 
d lAlenel( .  A f t e r  we t a l k e d  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  t o l d  me what he 
wanted.  I s a i d ,  " T h e r e ' s  a  b i g  jam up t h e r e .  About a  m i l e  
and a  h a l f  jam. I t ' s  g o t  houses and f ences ,  and c a t t l e  and 
ho rses ,  and l o g s ,  and t r e e s  and e v e r y t h i n g  i n  i t . "  And I 
s a i d ,  "1'11 have t o  go t h r o u g h  t h a t . "  And, I s a i d ,  "I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t o o  much o f  a  p rob lem. "  B u t ,  I s a i d ,  
"You c a l l  t h e  home o f f i c e . "  He s a i d ,  "1 j u s t  d o n ' t  have t o  
do t h a t . "  I s a i d ,  "Yes, you do, i f  you want me t o  t a k e  
t h i s  b o a t  up r i v e r . ' '  And, ah, I s a i d ,  " T e l l ,  'em t h a t  I ' m  
r e a s o n a b l y  s u r e  t h a t  I can g e t  t h i s  c a r g o  up t h e r e  w i t h o u t  
any t r o u b l e  o r  p rob lem. "  And t h e n ,  I s a i d ,  "I w o n ' t  do i t  
u n l e s s  you c a l l  'em." W e l l ,  he  d e c i d e d  t h a t  he had a  
s t u b b o r n  o r  f o o l i s h  person ,  o r  someth ing ,  on h i s  t h i n g ,  you 
know. He c o u l d n ' t  k i c k  me a round  l i k e  he  does h i s  l i t t l e  
boys,  you know. So, he went and c a l l e d  them. He come 
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back .  And I s a i d ,  "What d i d  t h e y  say?"  And, he  s a i d ,  
" W e l l ,  if you t h i n k  you c a n  do i t ,  t h e y  g i v e  you  t h e i r  
b l e s s i n g .  Go ahead. "  And t h e n ,  he  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  a  h e l l  
o f  a  f i n e  f e l l o w ,  a f t e r  t h a t .  
What camp were  you  t a k i n g  t h i s  s t u f f  t o ?  
T h e r e  was a . . . a  500 CC men f r o m  S t .  J o e  t h e y  had  t o  go 
a b o u t  f o u r  m i l e s  on a  r a i l r o a d  t h a t  was washed o u t  and j u s t  
h a n g i n g .  On t h e  t i e s ,  u p  i n  t h e  a i r .  These c a r s ,  t h e s e  
hand  c a r s ,  you  know. They had t o  go a b o u t  f o u r ,  f i v e  m i l e s  
o n  t h o s e .  I t  w a s n ' t  t h a t  way a l l  t h e  way b u t  i n  p l a c e s  i t  
was. 
Do you remember t h e  name o f  i t ?  Do you  nemember t h e  name 
o f  t h e  camp? 
They were  j u s t  CC camps. 
J u s t  CC camps? 
Yea. And a h , ' s o ,  I p u t  on f o u r  and a  h a l f  t o n s  o f  g r u b .  
And t h e s e  t r u c k s  were  l a y i n g  t h e r e  f o r  f o u r  o r  f i v e  d a y s  
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a  way t o  g e t  t h i s  s t u f f  u p  r i v e r .  I n  
w i n t e r ,  and p o u r i n g  down r a i n .  P o u r i n g  r a i n .  T h e y ' d  hand  
me a q u a r t e r  o f  meat ,  a l l  wrapped up i n  gunnysack ,  and t h e  
hands w o u l d  go c l e a r  i n  t h e  bone.  I t h o u g h t ,  " H e l l ,  w h a t ' s  
t h e  use  o f  h a u l i n g  t h a t  u p  t h e r e . "  So, I j u s t  a c c i d e n t a l l y  
d r o p p e d  i t  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  And ah,  b u t ,  we g o t  u p  t h e r e  a n '  
t h e s e ,  t h e s e . . . t h e r e  were  t h r e e  o f  t h o s e  army men t h e r e .  
They went  u p t o w n  g o t  a  bunch  o f  b i g  T-bone s t e a k s -  a n d  a  
b u n c h  o f  f o o d ,  and s t u f f  t o  e a t ,  you  know. So, a f t e r  I g o t  
u p  t h r o u g h  t h i s  j am ... t h e y  b r o u g h t  me some d y n a m i t e .  I 
s a i d ,  "1 need,  maybe 2 o r  3 c a s e s  o f  d y n a m i t e . "  And ah, 
b u t ,  I d i d n ' t  have  t o  use  i t .  I p l o w e d  my way t h r o u g h  t h a t  
s t u f f .  And, I g o t  u p  t o  where I c o u l d  g r a b  a  l i t t l e  t i m e ,  
s o  I s t a r t e d  c o o k i n g  d i n n e r .  And t h o s e  guys  a t e  l i k e  
t h e y ' d  n e v e r  had  a n y t h i n g  t o  e a t  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  And t h e y  
swore  t o  God t h a t  was t h e  b e s t  m e a l  t h a t  t h e y  e v e r  a t e  i n  
t h e i r  l i v e s .  They t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  n i c e  f e l l o w s ,  a f t e r  you  
p u t  them i n  t h e i r  p l a c e .  We g o t  i t  u p  t h e r e ,  and t h i s  
d e p o t  was way u p  o n  l a n d .  And t h i s  t u g  drew n i n e  f e e t  o f  
w a t e r .  And I r a n  t h e  bow o f  my b o a t  r i g h t  u p  t o  t h a t  d e p o t  
p l a t f o r m ,  and u n l o a d e d  t h a t  s t u f f .  
Do you remember t h e  name o f  t h e  head o f  t h a t  CC camp? 
No. No. 'Cause I n e v e r  saw ' i m .  And I w o u l d n ' t  have  
remembered h i m  anyway. You know, I remember some 
n a m e s - - i m p r e s s i v e .  Ah... 
Y e s t e r d a y  we t o o k  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  t o w n . . . w h a t l s  l e f t  o f  t h e  
town  o f  S t .  Joe,  i t ' s  j u s t  a  few houses .  .. 
T h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  t h e r e  now. 
Where was t h e  o l d e r  town,  was i t  down on t h e  p l a i n  o r  was 
i t  up on t h e  h i l l  s l o p e ?  
Oh, i t  was j u s t  . . . y  ou  know, t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  r u n s  t h r o u g h  
t h e r e ,  i t  was j u s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  a l l  a l o n g ;  
t h a t  was t h e  m a i n  town.  
Was t h e r e  a  s t o r e  o r  a n y t h i n g ?  



FM' Oh, yea.  There was a  s t o r e  a n 1  a  r e s t a u r a n t ,  and a h . . . k i n d  
o f  a  g e n e r a l  t h i n g .  Had rooms and s t u f f  and . . . I  t h i n k  t h e  
l a s t  r e a l  good memory I have o f  S t .  Joe, I l a n d e d  up t h e r e  
a n d . . . I  and my h e l p e r  went up.  We wanted t o  go up, we 
t h o u g h t  we'd go up and e a t  up  t h e r e  a t  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t ,  
i n s t e a d  o f  c o o k i n g  on b o a r d  t h e  b o a t .  You know, we 'd  been 
o u t  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  And as soon as we g o t  
j u s t  ... oh, a  100 f e e t  f r o m  t h e  doo r ,  t o  wa lk  i n  t h i s  
p l a c e .  I t  was two s t o r y  p l a c e .  I t  had rooms down be low.  
And a  gamb l i ng  room i n  t h e  back.  And a  c o u n t e r  and where 
you  c o u l d  e a t ,  you know. One o f  t hose  e a r l y  days t h i n g s  
r e a l l y ,  Jeez,  I h e a r d  a b i g  bang, come o u t  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g .  And ah, by  t h e  t i m e  we wa lked  t h i s  100  f e e t  o r  
so,  opened t h e  doo r .  Why, h e r e  was a  guy abou t  y o u r  s i z e ,  
a  g r e a t  b i g  red-headed I r i s h m a n .  He was w a l k i n g  a round  
t h a t  f l o o r  and he had one shoe on and one shoe o f f .  And 
e v e r y t i m e  he s tepped  w i t h  t h a t  o f f - s h o e  t h e  b l o o d  would  go 
'kshew," c l e a r  a c r o s s  t h e  room. And he was wav ing  h i s  
arms. Jake was t h e  guy who owned i t ,  Jake Cobine.  He 
s a i d ,  "Jake,  i f  you w e r e n ' t  so o l d  and so damned c r i p p l e d  
I ' d  j u s t  t e a r  you  a p a r t . "  O l d  Jake was s i t t i n g  r i g h t  
b e h i n d  t h e  c o u n t e r  w i t h  a  .45 a u t o m a t i c  r i g h t  i n  h i s  hand 
t o o .  

DB: What had happened? 
FM: W e l l ,  t h i s  bunch o f  young f e l l o w s  g o t  down t h e r e .  And t h e y  

g o t  p a r t y i n g  and w r e c k i n g  h i s  j o i n t ,  see.  They were 
t e a r i n g  t h i n g s  up  and r a i s i n g  h e l l .  An1 he gone down. 
Jake t o l d  me a f t e r w a r d .  He says,  "I went down f o u r  o r  f i v e  
t i m e s  and t r i e d  t o  p l e a d  w i t h  'em." He s a i d ,  ' 'They ' re  a l l  
good k i d s , "  he s a i d ,  "Bu t ,  god damn t h e y ' r e  t e a r i n g  my 
s t u f f  up. And, I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h a t . "  So, he goes o u t ,  he 
opens up  t h e  doo r .  He ' s  s c a r e d  t o  go i n  t h e r e .  Which I 
d o n ' t  blame h im,  t h e y  were a l l  d runk  you  know. He t a k e s  a  
s h o t  on t h e  f l o o r  and t h i s  guy g o t  h i s  h e e l  i n  t h e  way. I t  
h i t  ' i m  r i g h t  i n  t h e  h e e l  and i t  t o o k  h a l f  a  b u l l e t  w i d t h  
o u t .  B u t  t h a t  t i c k l e d  me: "Jake,  i f  you w e r e n ' t  so damned 
o l d  and so c r i p p l e d , "  he had one l e g .  He s a i d ,  " .  . . I ' d  
t e a r  you a p a r t . "  

DB: About how f a r  up t h e  S t .  Joe i s  i t  n a v i g a b l e  f o r  y o u r  
s teamers?  

FM: Ah, w e l l ,  you c o u l d  go a  l i t t l e  b i t  p a s t  S t .  Joe w i t h  'em. 
Up t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  ... up t o  t h e  b r i d g e  up t h e r e .  

DB: How abou t  t h e  Coeur d lA lene  R i v e r ,  how n a v i g a b l e  was t h a t ?  
FM: Oh, I ' d  say t o  a  v e r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  pe rson  maybe, you can  g e t  

t o  C a t a l d o ,  when i t ' s  f a i r  wa te r .  I n  h i g h  wa te r  you  can 
g e t  t o  C a t a l d o  b u t  i n  l ow  w a t e r  you c a n ' t  g e t  more t h a n  a  
c o u p l e  o f  m i l e s  p a s t  Dud ley .  

DB: D i d ,  ah, d i d  you do a  l o t  o f  b o a t i n g  i n  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
S p r i n g t i m e  o r  was i t  most y e a r  around? 

FM: I t  was a l l  y e a r  around.  When t h e  l o g s  s t a r t  coming i n  t h e  
S p r i n g  t h a t ' s  when you a r e  r e a l l y  busy.  



DB: So t h a t  was t h e  b u s i e s t  t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r ?  D i d  you e v e r  
d i r e c t l y  l o a d  o r  u n l o a d  f r o m  r a i l r o a d ?  

FM: Oh, yea. C h r i s t ,  I u n l o a d e d  100s and 100s  o f  c a r s .  B u t  
w i t h  a  peavey.  T r i p  y o u r  c h a i n s  and r o l l  'em i n .  I d o n ' t  
know how p e o p l e  can s u r v i v e  t h a t .  Tha t  i s ,  t h a t  i s  
dangerous work .  You g o t  t o  be q u i c k ,  g o t t a t  have a  q u i c k  
eye and a  q u i c k  movement. 

DB: Would you t a k e  them one a t  a  t i m e ,  o r  wou ld  t h e y  a l l  come 
p i l i n g  o u t  o f  t h e r e ?  

FM: W e l l ,  you n e v e r  t r y  t o  f i g u r e  on one a t  a  t i m e ;  y o u ' d  t r y  
t o  f i g u r e  on t r i p p i n g  one t h a t  wou ld  l e t  t h e  r e s t  o f  'em 
p r e t t y  w e l l  r o l l  o f f .  

DB: What a r e  some o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  you t e l l  abou t  b l a s t i n g  o u t  
some o f  t h e  l o g s  jams t h a t  a r e  up t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  S t .  Joe? 

FM: I n e v e r  d i d  t h a t ,  r e a l l y .  I ' v e  b l a s t e d  o u t  100s and 100s 
o f  p i l i n g  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  l o g  jams ... no, I n e v e r  
had t o  do t h a t .  

DB: What ' s  t h e  w e i r d e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  e v e r  g o t  c a u g h t  i n  y o u r  
screw? 

FM: N o t h i n g  more t h a n  a  two l i n e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  Maybe some 
f a r m e r ' s  f e n c e  o r  someth ing .  

DB: Never a  cow o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  
FM: Oh, t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  g e t  c a u g h t .  No, hm-hm. I f  y o u ' d  back  up 

i n t o  'em r o l l  them under ,  you m i g h t  g r i n d  them up a  l i t t l e  
b i t .  

DB: What a r e  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  y o u ' v e  seen f l o a t i n g  i n  t h i s  
l a k e ,  t h a t  a re . . . ?  

FM: 

DB: 
FM: 
DB: 
FM: 
DB: 
FM: 

DB: 
FM: 

DB: 
FM: 
DB: 

W e l l ,  a f t e r  t h e  '33  F l o o d .  T h i s  l a k e  was f u l l  o f  c a t t l e ,  
e l k  and deer ,  and sheep. I ' v e  had a  g r e a t  b i g  cow a l l  
b l o a t e d  up t h a t  b i g ,  f l o a t i n g  i n  on my beach down h e r e .  
Then t h e r e  was s e v e r a l  o f  'em up h e r e .  I g o t ,  I ' d  j u s t  go 
up  t h e r e  and t a k e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  s t i c k s  o f  dynam i te  and p u t  
'em on u n d e r n e a t h  and b l o w  'em so t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  s i n k .  
some o f  'em I towed t o  town and t h e y  h a u l e d  them o u t .  They 
d i d n ' t  h u r t  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e  w a t e r .  T h e y ' d  go down, g i v e  
'em f i s h  food .  
Were t h e r e  many p e o p l e  t h a t  drowned s i n c e  y o u ' v e  been he re?  
Oh. Yes. Yea. 
What were t h e  u s u a l  causes? 
Oh, i t ' s  h a r d  t o  say.  
Ca re l essness ,  I imag ine?  
I ' d  say b a s i c a l l y  t h a t  i s  t h e  ma in  r eason .  G e t t i n g  o u t  i n  
wea ther  t h e y  c a n l t h a n d l e  w i t h  a  b o a t .  Th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  
Do s a i l b o a t s  t u r n  o v e r  v e r y  much? 
No. Oh, yea, t h e  s m a l l  ones do. Ones l i k e  I have f l i p s  
a l l  t h e  t i m e .  
A S u n f i s h ,  o r  someth ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  
No, i t ' s  a  Hob ie  Ca t .  
A Hob ie  Ca t?  



FM: B u t  t h e s e  a r e  s p o r t s  t y p e  b o a t s  and you  e x p e c t  i t ,  you  
know. You g e t  g o o f i n g  o f f  and d o n ' t . . .  

DB: S t a r t  l e a n i n g  back. . .  
FM: I f  you d o n ' t  know what y o u ' r e  d o i n g  w i t h  a  H o b i e  Ca t ,  

y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  be swimming, 1'11 t e l l  you t h a t .  Cause 
t h e y  a r e  f a s t .  T h e y ' l l  s a i l  up  t o  30 m i l e s  an hour .  

DB: When were...were t h e r e  a lways  s a i l b o a t s  on  t h i s  l a k e ,  s i n c e  
you ' ve  been he re?  

FM: W e l l ,  when I f i r s t  s t a r t e d  h e r e  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  o v e r  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  s a i l b o a t s  on t h e  whole  l a k e .  

DB: When d i d  t h e y  s t a r t  g e t t i n g  p o p u l a r ?  
FM: Oh, t h e y  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  g e t t i n g  r e a l  p o p u l a r  t i l l  abou t  10,  

1 5  y e a r s  ago. Now t h e  l a k e  i s  f u l l  o f  'em. We g o t  more 
s a i l b o a t s  h e r e  t h a n  we've g o t  mosqu i t oes  on t h i s  l a k e .  

(END OF TAPE 23; S i d e  2) 


