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. .. o v e r  55 y e a r s .  S t a r t e d  o u t  h e r e  on t h e  s t e a m e r s  I r u n  
t h e  b i g  o l d  s team b o a t s  f o r  q u i t e  a  l o n g  t i m e  t i l l  t h e y  
went  o u t  o f  vogue.  Then I s t a r t e d  my own l i t t l e  b u s i n e s s .  
Which  s team b o a t s  d i d  you work  on? 
The f i r s t  s t e a m e r  was t h e  Montana.  
The Montana? 
And, h e r  p r e d e c e s s o r  was one o f  t h e  f a s t e s t  b o a t s  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  I n  t h o s e  days .  I t  d i d  o v e r  22  m i l e s  an h o u r .  
Which  one was t h a t ?  
T h a t  was t h e  Montana I. The one I worked  on was t h e  
Montana 11. I was. ..my dad s k i p p e r e d  t h e  I. I t  was more 
o f  a  d e l u x e  f a s t ,  b o a t .  What i t  was was a  p r i v a t e  y a c h t ,  
t h a t  was s h i p p e d  h e r e  f r o m  t h e  c o a s t .  I t  was u s e d  f o r  l o g  
t o w i n g .  
Was t h i s  p a d d l e  whee l  t y p e ?  
No, no !  T h i s  was 65 f e e t  l o n g  and n i n e  f e e t  w i d e .  
T h i s  was sc rew s t e a m e r ?  
... C a r r i e d  450 pounds o f  s team.  
When was i t  b u i l t ,  do you remember? 
I d o n ' t  know when i t  was b u i l t  because ... w e l l ,  my dad 
r u n n i n g  i t  i n  1904.  
1904? 
1903-1904,  somewhere i n  t h a t  a r e a .  R i g h t  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
W e l l ,  when were you  b o r n ?  
E i g h t .  
1908 .  And when d i d  y o u r  f o l k s  come o u t  h e r e  t o  t h e  
P a n h a n d l e  a r e a ?  
W e l l ,  I w o u l d  say  t h a t  dad and g r a n d p a r e n t s .  I n  f a c t ,  w e l l  
I d i d  see a  g r a n d m o t h e r  . . .  n e v e r  saw a  g r a n d f a t h e r .  They 
mus t  have  been a r o u n d  h e r e  b e f o r e  1900.  Somewhere i n  t h a t  
c a t e g o r y .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  
And, you have l i v e d  h e r e  a l l  y o u r  l i f e ?  
Yea, I was b o r n  I n  b r e d ,  w i t h i n  a  m i l e  f r o m  where  I s i t  
r i g h t  now. 

DB: What d i d  y o u r  f a t h e r  do f o r  a  l i v i n g  b e f o r e  he was a  b o a t  
p i l o t ?  

FM: W e l l ,  he was. . .he was i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  a s  a  h a r b o r  m a s t e r  a t  
Sebu d u r i n g  t h e  S p a n i s h - A m e r i c a n  War a n d  t h e n  when he  came 
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b a c k  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  he worked  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  on  t h e  G r e a t  
L a k e s .  Then he  come i n  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  R e a l l y ,  I d o n ' t  
know. 
You s a i d  t h a t  you l i v e d  a b o u t  a m i l e  and a h a l f  f r o m  h e r e  
when you were  b o r n .  What a r e a  was t h a t  i n ?  
W e l l ,  i t ' s  n o r t h  F i f t h  S t r e e t .  
N o r t h  F i f t h  S t r e e t ?  
I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  where t h e  f r e e w a y  goes;  
t h a t ' s  where  o u r  home was. 
What k i n d  of a n e i g h b o r h o o d  _was i t ? - -  -- - -- - - - - - 

Rural;-paved- r o a d s y n o - ~ ~ d e w a l k s ,  From-midtown t o  up  -- 

t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was one l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a g r o c e r y  s t o r e  up 
t h e r e .  T h a t  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  d i d  have  a t e l e p h o n e .  Mos t  o f  
t h e  p e o p l e ,  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  n e v e r  had a phone.  
D i d  a l o t  o f  y o u r  r e l a t i v e s  l i v e  n e a r  b y  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  
No. My f a t h e r ' s  p a r e n t s  l i v e d  w i t h i n  a b l o c k  o f  u s ,  
b u t  . .. oh,  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e y  were a l l  gone.  They were  
t i m b e r  c r u i s e r s  b a c k  E a s t ,  f a t h e r '  s  p a r e n t s  were. 
D i d  you  know anybody who had been a homes teader  back  i n  
t h o s e  days?  
Sure ,  oh, l o t s  o f  p e o p l e .  
What was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  h o m e s t e a d i n g ?  
W e l l ,  I guess ,  now t h e  o l d  Number One Homestead,  up i n  t h e  
S t .  Joe  R i v e r  ... i t ' s  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t ' s  been 
b r o k e n  up ,  t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  homestead l e t  on  t h e  I n d i a n  
R e s e r v a t i o n .  And, I guess ,  a l l  you had t o  do i s  t o  f i l e  o n  
t h e s e ,  i f  you g o t  a chance  t o  f i l e  on  them, a n d  t h e n  you do 
s o  much i m p r o v e m e n t  work  a y e a r .  B u i l d i n g  a s h a c k  o r  
s o m e t h i n g .  Do a l i t t l e  improvement  each  y e a r  and t h e n  i t  
was y o u r  p r o p e r t y .  
How l o n g  w o u l d  t h a t  t a k e  u s u a l l y ,  t o  ge t . .make i t  y o u r  
p r o p e r t y ?  
L e g a l l y ,  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y .  I t  seems t o  me l i k e  maybe 1 0  
y e a r s  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  
Was t h e  house t h a t  you l i v e d  i n ;  where you  were b o r n  a t ,  
p a r t  o f  a homestead? 
No. The p e o p l e  who homesteaded t h a t  who le  a r e a  were t h e  
B e s t  f a m i l y .  Homesteaded a l l  t h a t  n o r t h  e n d  o f  t own ,  B e s t  
H i l l ;  o h  C h r i s t ,  t h e r e  was 100s and 100s  o f  a c r e s  i n  t h e  
B e s t  f a m i l y ' s  homestead o u t  t h e r e .  They were  . . .  have  some 
I n d i a n  b l o o d .  Some o f  them, some o f  them r e l a t i v e s  and 
s t u f f  were q u i t e  I n d i a n ,  o t h e r s ,  were,  ah ,  q u a r t e r  o r  
e i g h t h ,  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  
Do you  have  any l d e a  when t h e y  moved i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ?  
W e l l ,  I u s e d  t o  h u n t  w i t h  t h e  o l d  g r a n d p a ,  when I was a 
l i t t l e  k i d .  And t h e y  came i n  h e r e  f r o m  Montana c o u n t r y .  I 
c a n ' t  t e l l  you when i t  was. I t  wou ld  have been,  I w o u l d  
say  p r o b a b l y ,  80,  90  y e a r s  ago.  
Y o u r  f i r s t  house t h a t  you l i v e d  i n ,  what  k i n d  o f  house was 
i t ?  
A l i t t l e  f rame house.  T h r e e  rooms. 
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T h r e e  rooms.  How were  t h e  rooms. . .?  
T h a t ' s  when I was young,  a  k i d .  
R i g h t .  How were  t h e  rooms l i n e d  up?  
W e l l ,  j u s t  a  l i t t l e . . . t w o  rooms, and one o f f  t h i s  way. 
I see.  So i t  was l i k e  an L shape.  
W e l l ,  m o r e . . l e t l s  see ,  more l i k e  a  T  shape,  I guess .  
T shape.  What were  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  rooms u s e d  f o r ?  
K i t c h e n ,  bedroom, and l i v i n g  room. 
How many p e o p l e  l i v e d  i n  t h e  t h r e e  room house? 
SVell, t h e r e  -was t h r e e - o f  -- us _ c h i l d e r n .  -And - o f  c o u r s e ,  - m y  
- - - -- 

p a r e n t s .  
Was i t  made o u t  o f  w h i t e  p i n e ?  
W e l l ,  i t  was made o u t  o f .  ..when we r e m o d e l e d  i t ,  i t  was 
made o u t  o f  w h i t e  p i n e ,  b u t  we d i d  r e m o d e l  i t  and b u i l d  i t  
b i g g e r  l a t e r .  
When was t h a t ?  
P u t  e l e c t r i c i t y  i n ,  and s t u f f .  W e l l ,  I must  have been 
a b o u t  1 6  y e a r s  o l d ,  1 7 ,  when we r e m o d e l e d  i t .  
Were a  l o t  o f  houses  l i k e  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  town? 
Yes, yes .  See, we d i d n ' t  have  e l e c t r i c i t y  o r  a n y t h i n g  o u t  
t h e r e .  F o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  
You say  t h e r e  were  more houses  l i k e  t h a t  t h a n  t h e  l a r g e r  
s t y l e  mans ions  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ?  
W e l l ,  t h i s  was b a c k  o u t  n e a r  t h e  edge o f  town.  And, a t  
t h a t  t i m e  ... w e l l ,  t h e r e  was a  few houses ,  I w o u l d  say  
w i t h i n  a  q u a r t e r  m i l e  o f  us ,  t h a t  were  p r e t t y  l a r g e  t w o  
s t o r y  houses.  N o t  f a n c y  houses,  o r  a n y t h i n g ,  j u s t  l a r g e r  
houses .  
When d i d  you move a c r o s s  t h e  l a k e  t o  where  you l i v e  now? 
Abou t  45  y e a r s  ago.  
45  y e a r s  a  o. D i d  y o u  p u r c h a s e  t h a t  l a n d ,  o r  was t h a t  l a n d  
t h a t  y o u r  9 a m i l y  had owned? 
w e l l , -  no.  I t  had n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  my f a m i l y .  I g o t  
m a r r i e d ,  and I wanted  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  town.  O f  c o u r s e ,  I ' d  
a l w a y s  l i v e d  on s team b o a t s  and t u g  b o a t s ,  and I d i d n ' t  
l i k e  t o o  many p e o p l e  a r o u n d .  You know w h a t  I mean. I t ' s  
n o t  t h a t  I d i s l i k e  p e o p l e ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  l i k e  t o o  many o f  
'em. I l i k e  t o ,  r a t h e r ,  choose  my, y o u  know. So I b o u g h t  
a  f i v e  room f l o a t  house.  I was r u n n i n g  s team b o a t s ,  t h e n .  
Back 45 y e a r s  ago--50 y e a r s  ago? 
Yes. W e l l ,  no .  T h i s  i s .  ..I s t e a m b o a t e d  a  l o n g  t i m e .  
Abou t  t h e  t i m e  I g o t  m a r r i e d ,  I d i d n ' t  r u n  s team b o a t s  more 
t h a n  a  y e a r  o r  two ,  a f t e r  t h a t .  I d i d  go b a c k  on them 
d u r i n g  W o r l d  War 11, t o  h e l p  t h e  e f f o r t ,  because  t h e r e  were  
no young f e l l o w s  a r o u n d  h e r e ,  and d i d n ' t  have h e l p .  So, I 
went back  on t h e  s t e a m e r  h e l p e d  them c l e a n  up t h e  l o g s .  
T h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  S p e n t  s e v e r a l  week up t h e r e  t o  h e l p  them 
o u t .  Which I d i d .  
J u s t  t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  p i c t u r e ,  c o u l d  you t e l l  u s  t h e  k i n d s  
o f  o c c u p a t i o n s  you had  and t h e  g e n e r a l  t i m e s  you  worked  
them, as you were g r o w i n g  up i n t o  a d u l t h o o d ?  
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W e l l ,  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  I s t a r t e d  on t h e  b o a t s ,  you mean? 
Hm-h'm. 
I s t a r t e d  on 'em when I was 1 6  y e a r s  o l d .  And t h e  f i r s t  
b o a t  I r u n  was a  boom l a u n c h  f o r  t h e  Coeur d l A l e n e  m i l l .  
Which was r i g h t  ove r  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  h i l l .  
Was t h a t  a  P o t l a t c h  m i l l ?  
No, no, t h a t  was ... be longed  t o  F r e d  H e r r i c k .  The H e r r i c k  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  And t h e n ,  I r u n  t h a t  b o a t  f o r  q u i t e  a  w h i l e ,  
I worked i n  t h e  ena ine  room most o f  t h e  t i m e .  Then I 
r u n  ... I s k i p p e r e d  I t  f o r  q u i t e  a  w h i l e .  And t h e n  1929 come 

~ 4 ~ n q - a n d - ~ ~ = ~ ~ e e - m r n 1 1 ~ ~ n t ~ 0 ~ n .  - - --- -- - -  - - -- - - - - 

whatShappened t o  t h e  m i l l s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  
No marke t .  
No m a r k e t ?  
No m a r k e t .  Peop le  ... I t e l l  you, p e o p l e  were p u t t i n g  l o g s  
i n  t h e  r i v e r  up t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  Coeur d l A l e n e  R i v e r ;  I had a  
boom i n  t h e r e  p i c k i n g  up l o g s  f o r  t h e  m i l l s ,  a n o t h e r  m i l l  
up  t h e r e  had a  boom. T h i s  f e l l o w  come down t h e r e  w i t h  h i s  
team, and h i s  wagon and h i s  l o a d  o f  l o g s  on i t ,  you know. 
I s a i d :  "How much t h e y  a r e  p a y i n g  you f o r  t h a t - - t h o s e  
l o g s ? "  W e l l ,  he says,  "1 l o g g e d  them o f f  my farm.  And 
when I p u t  them i n  t h e i r  boom t h e r e  t h e y  pay me $9  a  
thousand .  Now t h e y  a r e  p a y i n g  up t o  $500 a  thousand  f o r  
stumpage s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  woods. 
So, as o f  ' 29  you were s t i l l  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h a t  company? 
Oh, yes.  W e l l ,  ah, I s w i t c h e d  f r o m  t h e  Coeur 
d lA lene. . .when t h e  m i l l s  s h u t  down, most o f  them, t h e n  I 
s w i t c h e d  and I went t o  work f o r  t h e  L a f f e r t y  Towing 
Company. And I r u n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e i r  b o a t s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  
y e a r s .  
A t  t h e  s t a r t ,  were t h o s e  s t i l l  s team boa ts?  
Yes. 
And when d i d  t h e y  s t a r t  g a s o l i n e  eng ines ,  o r  d i e s e l  eng ines?  
Oh, I 1 d  say ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 30s ,  e a r l y  ' 40s .  
And up t o  t h a t  t i m e  t h e y  were u s i n g  m o s t l y . .  .? 
M o s t l y  steam. 
S t  eam? 
F o r  s m a l l  boom l aunches ,  g a s o l i n e .  
O f  t h e  steam-powered b o a t s  o u t  t h e r e ,  w h i c h  were p a d d l e  
wheel  and wh ich .  . .? 
No padd lewhee l  t u g b o a t s .  The padd le  wheels  were a l l  
passenger  b o a t s .  
How l o n g  d i d  t h e y  l a s t ?  
W e l l ,  I b u r i e d  t h e  l a s t  one. The s teamer  H a r r i s o n .  She 
used t o  p i c k  up passengers  a t  a  walkup a t  Windy Bay; t h e y  
wou ld  come i n  by r a i l ,  o f  cou rse  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have any 
b r i d g e s  a c r o s s  t h a t  b i g  l a k e .  And s h e ' d  t a k e  t h e  f r e i g h t  
and ca rgo ,  t a k e  i t  f r om t h e r e  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  H a r r i s o n ,  and 
t h e y ' d  p u t  them on t h e  r a i l  t h a t  goes i n t o  t h e  m i n i n g  
c o u n t r y .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  way t h e y  had...and t h e y  used t o  
t a k e  1500 passenger  a  day o u t  o f  t h i s  town.  Take 'em t o  



H a r r i s o n ,  p u t  them on t h e  r a i l ,  f o r  t h e  m i n i n g  c o u n t r y ,  o r  
o u t  E a s t ,  you know. 

DB: Where would  t h e  p e o p l e  come from? How f a r  away would  t h e y  
come f r o m  t h e n ?  

FM: I don t  t know. Everywhere,  everywhere.  
DB: Do you t h i n k  i t  g o t  so p o p u l a r  because o f  a d v e r t i s i n g  o r  

j u s t  word-of-mouth? 
FM: No, I t h i n k  i t  was j u s t ,  a  new c o u n t r y  open ing  up,  t h e  

mines were j u s t  booming,  s t a r t i n g  t o  boom. The l u m b e r i n g  
w a ~ j u s t  comina i n t o  bloom, you know. And p e o p l e  were j u s t  

- 
- - skarking-- t -odo-what-- they-are--doing- lot imes toormuch- 

n o w - - g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  b i g  p l a c e s .  
DB: You s a i d  t h a t  you l a i d  t h e  H a r r i s o n  t o  r e s t .  What do you  

mean by t h a t ?  
FM: W e l l ,  l e t  me d e s c r i b e  t h e  H a r r i s o n .  She was a  b i g ,  s t e r n  

w h e e l e r .  I c a n ' t  say a c c u r a t e l y  what h e r  l e n g t h  was, b u t  I 
wou ld  say i t  was a  100, 120 f e e t ,  someth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  A 
p r e t t y  good s i z e d  boa t .  B e a u t i f u l ,  b e a u t i f u l .  W e l l ,  she 
l a i d  ... t h e y  used h e r  f o r  t h i s  r a i l r o a d  depo t  on h e r ,  see. 
Then when t h e y  b u i l t  t h e  b r i d g e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  need h e r ,  so 
t h e y  pens ioned  h e r  o f f .  And she was l a i d  up t h e r e  a t  t h e  
c i t y  o f  H a r r i s o n ,  f o r  y e a r s ,  j u s t  t i e d  up.  W e l l ,  t h e n  a  
g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  bough t  h e r  and t h e y  were g o i n g  t o  make an 
e x c u r s i o n  b o a t  o u t  o f  h e r .  
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Remember what y e a r  t h a t  was, about? 
W e l l ,  yes .  I was on.  . . I  d i d  t h a t  b a r g i n g  ... l e t ' s  see,  I 
was on t h e  s teamer  Montana, so I must have been abou t  18 
y e a r s  o l d .  So i f  you go back f r o m  ' 7 2 ,  you w i l l  see when 
t h a t  was. T h a t ' s  abou t  how l o n g  i t  was. B u t ,  t h i s  g roup  
g o t  a h o l d  o f  t h i s  b o a t  and t h e y  d o l l e d  i t  a l l  up and t h e y  
were g o i n g  t o  use i t  f o r  an e x c u r s i o n  b o a t .  Today, i t  
would  have been a  g o l d  mine,  w i t h  no roads  a round ,  t o  speak 
o f .  
No what? 
No roads .  
No roads .  
Peop le  were j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  buy au tomob i l es .  They d i d n ' t  
want t o  r i d e  t h e  b o a t s .  They had t o  r i d e  t h e  b o a t s  a l l  
t h e i r  l i f e .  They wanted t o  d r i v e ,  on Sunday a f t e r n o o n  
a round  i n  t h e i r  c a r s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason  t h a t  b o a t  d i d n ' t  
go o v e r .  So, t h e y  . . .  I ' m  s u r e  t h e y  burned  h e r  f o r  
i n s u r a n c e .  We t o o k  t h i s  b i g  h u l l  and c l e a n e d  i t  up, and 
made a  ba rge  o u t  o f  i t .  And we barged  l umbe r  f r o m  H a r r i s o n  
t o  Coeur d t A l e n e .  
You bough t  i t  back f r om t h e  e x c u r s i o n  peop le?  
No, we d i d n ' t  buy i t ,  t h e  company I worked f o r ,  t h e  Coeur 
d t A l e n e  M i l l .  
I see. 
And t h e n  o u r  c o m p e t i t o r  went up t h e r e  and sunk i t  on us,  
one n i g h t ,  when we had abou t  150  thousand  f e e t  o f  l umber  on 
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i t .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  was no way t o  r a i s e  i t ,  and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
enough  use  f o r  i t ,  so I towed  i t  f r o m  H a r r i s o n  t o  down, 
j u s t  t h r e e  m i l e s  f r o m  h e r e .  I t ' s  s t i l l  t h e r e .  I rammed 
h e r  s t e r n  up o n  t h e  bank and she l a i d  t h e r e ,  s e t t l e d  down 
a t  t h e  b o t t o m  and t h a t ' s  where  she i s  t o d a y .  
Where a r e  t h e  o t h e r  s t e a m ' p a d d l e  whee ls?  
The G e o r g i e  Oaks i s  o v e r  h e r e  i n  N o r t h  West S t o r a g e .  I 
t h i n k  I know where  t h e  M i s s  Spokane i s .  
I s  t h e  G e o r g i e  Oaks submerged? 
Oh, yes .  They b u r n e d  i t .  We used  t o  t a k e  t h o s e  b o a t s  o u t  
a  n  d  b  u j  nk=, em - B  ~ e m  e-Yrhe --~-a sc-n-0 --u-s-ezf 0 -&re m;-- -- - 

-- 

D i d  you  have a  s p e c i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  w i t h  them? 
We d i d .  B u r n e d  some o f  them on t h e  F o u r t h  o f  J u l y ,  t h i n g  
l i k e  t h a t .  
What decade was t h a t  d u r i n g ?  
God, i t ' s  h a r d  t o  remember b a c k  t h a t  f a r ,  you  know? 
B u t ,  w o u l d  you say  i n  t h e  ' 2 0 s  o r  t h e  ' 3 0 s ,  now? 
Yea, yea .  Now i t  w o u l d  have been ,  I t h i n k  when t h e  Oaks 
was b u r n e d  i t  had been  r i g h t  a r o u n d  i n  t h e  ' 2 0 s .  Maybe 
e a r l y  ' 3 0 s .  I know when t h e y  b u r n e d  h e r  I was up t h e  l a k e  
on a  s teamer .  
Was i t  a  b i g  f e s t i v a l  o r  l i k e  a  c e l e b r a t i o n ?  
Oh, F o u r t h  o f  J u l y .  
F o u r t h  o f  J u l y .  
When t h e y  b u r n e d  h e r  t h e y  p r e t '  n e a r  g o t  i n  t r o u b l e  w i t h  i t  
t o o .  
How do you mean t r o u b l e ?  
W e l l ,  t h e y  s e t  i t  a f i r e  o u t  t h e r e ,  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  have any 
h o l d  on i t  and t h e  w i n d  g o t  i t  and damn l u c k y  i t  d i d n ' t  
d r i f t  b a c k  on t h e  c i t y .  They b u r n e d  one more o u t  t h e r e  and 
t h e y  had a  l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  w i t h  i t .  
How d i d  t h e y  s e t  f i r e  t o  i t ?  
W e l l ,  t h e  one t h a t  I s e t  f i r e  t o  was t h e  o l d  F l y e r .  She 
was a b o u t  a  120 f o o t e r ,  b u t  she was a  s c r e w  t y p e .  
B e a u t i f u l  b o a t .  Oh, we j u s t  t o o k  t h e  m a c h i n e s  o u t  o f  h e r  
and  I p u l l e d  h e r  o u t  t h e r e  a b o u t  a  m i l e  f r o m  t h e  P o t l a t c h  
M i l l  and we p o u r e d  a  bunch  o f  c o a l  o i l  o n  h e r  and t h r e w  a  
m a t c h .  
The p a d d l e w h e e l  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  museum i n  N o r t h  I d a h o ,  what  
b o a t  i s  t h a t  f r o m ?  
T h a t ' s  t h e  o l d  I d a h o .  
T h a t ' s  f r o m  t h e  I d a h o ?  
T h a t  was b u r n e d  a t  F l a t  Rock.  
Back i n  t h e  ' 3 0 s  a l s o ?  
Oh no,  t h a t  was way b e f o r e ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  Way b e f o r e  
t h a t .  She was i n  t h e r e  l o a d i n g  a  c a r g o  o f  a p p l e s .  T h e r e ' s  
a  huge,  b i g  o r c h a r d  up t h e r e .  I remember I u s e d  t o  h u n t  
p h e a s a n t s  i n  t h e  t h i n g .  Come o n  down t h e  l a k e  o n  a  t o w ,  
t o o k  t h e  l i g h t  b o a t ,  and s t o p  i t ,  go a s h o r e .  The Oaks I 
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remember s e e i n g  r u n  a  l o t ,  because I used t o  p a d d l e  a round  
o u t  h e r e  i n  waves. She made a  h e l l  o f  a  wave. And, I ' m  
n o t  s u r e ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  saw t h e  I d a h o .  
What would  t h e  l a s t  d a t e  f o r  t h e  padd lewhee l  passenger  
e x c u r s i o n  b o a t s  be,  wou ld  you guess? Was i t  i n  t h e  ' 30s?  
There  was no padd lewhee l s  r u n n i n g  t h e n ,  I ' m  q u i t e  
s u r e . . . I 1 m  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  p o s i t i v e  . . .  t h e r e  were no 
padd lewhee l s  when I s t a r t e d  s teamboa t i ng .  There  was t h e  
F l y e r  r u n n i n g .  O f  cou rse ,  t h e  H a r r i s o n  r u n  a f t e r  t h a t ,  
j u s t  a  s h o r t  c o u p l e  t r i p s .  

- - - - - - - 
-- - 

-- - -- 
- -- - -AYd ,so -I t-b e  3 2  o r ' = 2  6?L 

p r o b a b l y ,  b e f o r e  t h a t .  
' 2 8 ?  
R e a l l y ,  I c a n ' t  keep ... i t ' s  so f a r  back ,  i t  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  
come o u t .  And, I have t o  base t h i s  on what b o a t  I was on,  
o r  some th ing  e l s e ,  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  a  t i m e  l i m i t  f o r  you.  
You s t a r t e d  when vou were 1 6  and vou worked f o r  t h e  Coeur 
d l A l e n e  M i l l .  H O ~  l o n g  d i d  you wbrk f o r  them, and t h e n ,  
who d i d  you work  f o r  a f t e r  t h a t ?  
W e l l ,  a f t e r  t h e  Coeur d f A l e n e  M i l l ,  t h e n  I went under  t h e  
L a f f e r t y  b o a t s .  And, I r u n  t h e i r  b o a t s  f o r  q u i t e  a  few 
y e a r s .  And t hen ,  and t h e n  when I g o t  m a r r i e d ,  I d e c i d e d  
t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  l i v i n g  o u t  on a  t u g b o a t ,  I had t h a t  n i c e  
young g a l  I d i d n ' t  want t o  be t o o  f a r  away, you know. So, 
t h e n  I q u i t  and g o t  my own l i t t l e  boa t s ,  so  I c o u l d  s t a y  
home. I bough t  m y s e l f  a  n i c e  f i v e  room f l o a t  house. 
So you have been s e l f - e m p l o y e d  e v e r  s i n c e ?  
Oh yes.  
Tha t  wou ld  have been 45 y e a r s  ago. 
W e l l ,  yes.  W e l l ,  d u r i n g  Wor ld  War 11, I d i d  go back t o  
work f o r  a  few months. To h e l p  them o u t  when t h e y  were i n  
d e s p e r a t e  need o f  someone who knew what t h e y  were d o i n g .  
What k i n d  o f  work were you d o i n g  f o r  t h e  war e f f o r t ,  back  
t h e n ?  
H a n d l i n g  l o g s  i n  t h e  saw m i l l s .  I asked t h e  d r a f t  b o a r d  
one t i m e ,  a f t e r  t h e  war was o v e r ,  how come you d i d n ' t  
d r a f t .  . . o f  cou rse ,  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  have anyway, I had a  
b r o k e n  back and t h e  hands were chopped up ... b u t  I says--how 
come you n e v e r  t r i e d  t o  d r a f t  me. And t h e y  says ,  t h e y  
s a i d - - t h e s e  lumber  companies w o u l d n ' t  have s t o o d  f o r  i t .  
You ' re  t h e  o n l y  guy around h e r e  who knows t h e  l o g  s t o r e s  
f r o m  any company, and you know what t h e y  need t o  have 
done. B e l i e v e  me, t h e y  worked t h e  h e l l  o u t  o f  me, I had 
t o  ... e v e r y  once i n  a  w h i l e . . . I  had t o  go f r om t h e  l a k e  and 
c r a w l  i n  a  bunk t o  g e t  two hou rs  o f  s l e e p .  
What k i n d s  o f  work have you done o v e r  t h e  l a s t  45  y e a r s ,  i n  
t e rms  o f  y o u r  own p r i v a t e  bus iness?  What k i n d  o f  t o w i n g  
have you done w i t h  y o u r  t u g s ?  
E v e r y t h i n g .  About f i v e  yea rs  ago - - f ou r  y e a r s  ago, I guess 
i t  was-- I  g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  l o g  t o w i n g .  I do some y e t ,  b u t  
n o t  much. Most  o f  t h e  t o w i n g  I do now i s  f o r  my own 



b u s i n e s s .  Then I swung c l e a r  i n t o  m a r i n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
P i l e  d r i v i n g .  I w o r k  f o r  a l l  t h e s e  m i l l s .  I d r i v e  many, 
many, many, i n  f a c t  I t h i n k  I d r i v e  90% o f  t h e  p i l i n g s .  
And t h e n  I b u i l d  100s and 100s  o f  docks ,  f o r  s h o r e l i n e  
p e o p l e .  And I do b a r g i n g .  I b a r g e d  sand,  g r a v e l ,  l u m b e r ,  
m a c h i n e r y  e q u i p m e n t ,  w h a t e v e r  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  

DB: Where do t h e  b a r g e s  come f r o m ?  
FM: W e l l ,  my l a r g e s t  b a r g e ,  I have ,  i t ' d  c a r r y  j u s t  u n d e r  100 

t o n s .  And I b o u g h t  i t  down a t  C o o l e e  Dam; i t ' s  a  s t e e l  
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When you  move l u m b e r  do you  move i t  i n  booms, o r . . . ?  
No. On t h e  deck .  
On t h e  deck?  W i t h  t h e  o l d  k i n d  o f  booms, what  k i n d s  o f  
booms d i d  t h e y  used  t o  have? 
Do you  mean l u m b e r  o r  l o g s ?  
L o g s .  I guess I mean l o g s .  
Yea. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  . . .  t h e y ' r e  a l l  i n  booms. Now mos t  o f  
t h e m  a r e  b u n d l e d .  G r e a t  b i g ,  t h e y ' l l  b r i n g  a  w h o l e  b i g  
t r u c k l o a d  i n ,  and t h e n  t h e y  p u t  t h e s e  s t e e l  s t r a p s  a r o u n d  
them. 
How many t o  a  b u n d l e ?  
Oh, a v e r a g e ,  I t h i n k ,  a b o u t  8,000 f e e t .  
How many l o g s  w o u l d  t h a t  be? 
Depends on t h e  s i z e .  The a v e r a g e  l o g - - a  32 f o o t  l o g - - w o u l d  
p r o b a b l y  be  a b o u t ,  oh ,  f i v e . . . t h o u s a n d .  
D i d  t h e y  way t h e y  u s e d  t o  boom t h e  l o g s ,  i n  t h e  o l d  days ,  
was t h a t  any d i f f e r e n t  t h e n  t h e y  boom them now, e x c e p t  f o r  
t h e  c a b l e s  a r o u n d  them? 
No d i f f e r e n t ,  e x c e p t  we d i d n ' t  b u n d l e  them. They were  f r e e  
f l o a t i n g  l o g s .  And, t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e y  have  t o  do i t  
t h i s  way, t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  g o t  so  s t i n k i n g ,  t h e n  t h e y  
make y o u  b r i n g  o u t  j u n k ,  w h e t h e r  i t  was any good o r  n o t .  
And, i n  t h o s e  days  t h e y  l e f t  ... i f  t h e y  f a l l  a  t r e e  and t h e y  
h a d  a  shaky  b u t t  on  i t ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  t h e y ' d  saw 
i t  o f f  and l e a v e  i t  i n  t h e  woods. B u t  t h e y  w o n ' t  l e t  them 
do t h a t .  So, i f  y o u  b r i n g  t h a t  shaky  b u t t  i n ,  i n  t h e  l o g  
w i t h o u t  b a n d i n g  i t ,  i t  w i l l  s i n k .  T h a t ' s  one o f  t h e  
r e a s o n s .  A n o t h e r  r e a s o n ,  you c a n  p u t  8,000 i n  a  b u n d l e ,  i t  
d o e s n ' t  t a k e  up much room, f o r  y o u r  l o g  s t o r a g e .  
To make t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  a  boom, how w o u l d  t h e y  a t t a c h  t h e  
l o g s  t o g e t h e r ?  
W e l l ,  you had boom s t i c k s .  Ah, a  boom s t i c k  i s  g e n e r a l l y  
l o n g  . .. t h e y ' r e  30  t o  40  f e e t  l o n g .  They a r e  a l l  c o u p l e d  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  c h a i n s .  You c o r r a l  them, j u s t  l i k e  you 
c o r r a l  y o u r  cows o r  a n y t h i n g ,  and  c o u p l e  them up and hook 
i n  t o  them. 
D i d  t h e y  e v e r  u s e  t r a i l  dogs? 
No, n o - - t h a t ' s  i n  t h e  woods. 
B u t  t h e y  n e v e r  used  them t o  boom? 



FM: 

DB: 
. F  M:- 

DB: 
FM: 
DB: 
FM: 
DB: 

DB: 
FM: 

DB: 

FM: 

DB: 
FM: 

DB: 
FM: 

DB: 
FM: 

Oh, I u s e  them y e t  t o d a y ,  when I p u t  a  boom t o g e t h e r  a t  S t .  
M a r i e s ,  o f  c e d a r  s t u f f .  I n s t e a d  o f  t a k i n g  c h a i n s  and 
b o r i n g  h o l e s  I u s e  t r a i l  dogs j u s t  t o  make my o u t s i d e  
boom. Then I c a b l e  e v e r y t h i n g .  I b u i l t  a  r a f t ,  t h e n  I 
l o a d  on t o p  o f  i t .  I t ' s  a l l  c e d a r .  1'11 b u i l d  a  r a f t ,  
maybe 200-250 f e e t  l o n g ,  t h e n  1'11 have t h e  c r a n e  j u s t  l o a d  
o n  t o p  o f  t h e s e  c a b l e s ,  and t h e n  I b u i l d  my b o a t  r i g h t  i n  
t h e  back  end.  Yea, j u s t  l i k e  a  l o n g  b o a t .  
How d i d  you u s e d  t o  do i t ,  b a c k  i n  t h e  o l d  d a y s ,  same way? 
No.  I -a-m t h e  o n l y  -p-e-r-son who's e v e r  done t h a t .  You p u t  - 

' e m I n  a  boom-and-put-lines--across them. --- 

- - 

C o u l d  you  draw a  p i c t u r e ?  
Yea. 
Why d o n ' t  you do i t  o n  t h i s  p a p e r  h e r e ?  
I draw more p i c t u r e s  o n  n a p k i n s  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  
Now, t o  b r i n g  a  boom o f  l o g s  o u t  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  you shape 
t h e m  up l i k e  t h i s .  Then you  p u t  l i n e s  a c r o s s  them. They 
were  a b o u t  1 0 0  f o o t  l i n e s .  About  e v e r y ,  60-70 f e e t .  
Those a r e  s t e e l  c a b l e s ?  
No. They a r e  g e n e r a l l y ,  a b o u t  3 / 4  i n c h  m a n i l a  o r  
p o l y - p r o p ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  And, t h e n  when you  g e t  
down o n  t h e  l a k e ,  you j u s t  t r i p  t h e s e  l i n e s ,  t a k e  them 
o f f .  Then you  g o t  a l l  t h e s e  s t i c k s  o u t  h e r e ,  t h e n  y o u  g o t  
a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a  bag  b a c k  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  l o g s  i n  i t .  L i k e  
t h a t .  When y o u  r u n  i n  and r o u n d  them o f f .  Takes t h a t  much 
more t o  make them t h a t  l o n g ,  you see.  Then i n  t h e  l a k e  
t h e y ' l l  p u t ,  maybe 10 ,  1 2  o f  t h e s e  r a i l s  i n t o  one o f  t h e s e  
booms, and make i t  l i k e  t h i s .  Then t h e y ' l l  hook  i n t o  i t  
and t a k e  i t  down t o  t h e  l a k e .  
How many l o g s  can  . .. how many booms a t t a c h e d  l i k e  t h a t ,  
c o u l d  a  t u g  c a r r y ?  
W e l l .  The o l d  s t e a m e r s  used  t o  f i g u r e  i f  t h e y  had ... w e l l ,  
I know one s t e a m e r  come down w i t h  e l e v e n  m i l l i o n  f e e t ,  b u t  
t h a t  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  b i g g e s t  tow  e v e r  b r o u g h t  down. 
When you  say ,  "come downH, what  do you  mean? 
Down f r o m  t h e  u p p e r  end o f  t h e  l a k e .  A f t e r  t h e y  tow  them 
on t h e  r i v e r s  and make them i n t o  t h e s e  booms, t h e n  t h e y  
t h r o w  them down h e r e ,  and t h e y  p u t  them i n  l o g  s t o r a g e s .  
B u t . .  . 
Would t h a t  be  i n  t h e  w a t e r  o r  up . . .  ? 
No, no .  They a r e  i n  t h e  w a t e r .  L o g  s t o r a g e s  t h a t ' s ,  y o u  
c a n  see them r i g h t  o v e r  t h e r e .  The p i l i n g  and t h e  b o o t  
l o g s .  And t h e n  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  t h e y  go i n ,  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  
f e e t ,  t h e y  r o u n d  'em o u t ,  t a k e  them f r o m  t h e r e .  
D i d  you  e v e r  do any l o g g i n g  y o u r s e l f ,  o u t  i n  t h e  woods? 
No. No. A l l  my work has been r i g h t  on  t h e  w a t e r  l i k e  when 
I d i d  a l l  t h e  w a t e r  works  f o r  t h e  W o r l d s  F a i r ,  when t h e y  
s e t  t h a t  up .  S t a g e s ,  f l o a t i n g  s t a g e s ,  f l o a t i n g  f i r e w o r k s ,  
and a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  The re  was Tommy W a l k e r .  A l l  t h e  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  f o r  t h e  W o r l d s  F a i r ;  he i s  t h e  one I d e a l  
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w i t h .  We g o t  done a  l i t t l e  ahead o f  t i m e .  I f F r e d "  he s a i d ,  
l1Can you  come up and do some work  up o n  land? I1  I s a y s ,  I1If 
I c a n  d a n g l e  one t o e  o n  t h e  r i v e r ,  1'11 work  f o r  you; b u t  
o t h e r w i s e  I d o n ' t  want  t o . ' '  So, t h a t ' s  been t h e  s t o r y  o f  
my l i f e .  Mos t  . . . j  u s t  w a t e r  work  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  
W h a t ' s  a  t y p i c a l  day  l i k e  i n  w a t e r  w o r k i n g ?  When w o u l d  y o u  
wake up ,  and go t o  work?  
W e l l ,  you mean, way i t  u s e d  t o  be o r  way i t  i s  now? 
How a b o u t  used  t o  be? 
W e l l ,  by  God, when I s t a r t e d  o u t  on  t h e  s team b o a t s ,  I g o t  
t op-wS?~E 7 1 - g $ F 3 a z a F h + - A n d T 3 - i w m - a n y u s  -=- - 

i n  t y i n g  a  s teamboa t  up o n  t h e  r i v e r  bank,  and go t o  bed. 
I ' d  r u n  t h o s e  t h i n g s ,  16 ,  1 7  h o u r s  a  d a y .  And, w e l d  be o u t  
f r o m  f o u r  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  t i l l  w e l d  g e t  t u c k e r e d  o u t .  
When w o u l d  you e a t ?  What w o u l d  y o u  e a t ?  
Weld  e a t  on  t h e  r u n .  T y p i c a l  day,  i n  t h o s e  days  w o u l d  be:  
t i e  y o u r  b o a t  up ,  s a y ,  10 :30  ... 1 0 ,  10 :30  a t  n i g h t ;  and,  I ' d  
p u t  i n  j u s t  enough f i r e  so  s h e ' d  have a  l i t t l e  s team i n  t h e  
m o r n i n g .  G e t  u p  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  t h r o w  i n  a  l i t t l e  wood, 
b u i l d  a  f i r e  i n  t h e  c o o k - s t o v e ,  and t a k e  o f f .  U n t i e  a  t o n ,  
hook  on, you  g o t  s team,  t h e n  y o u  cooked  y o u r  b r e a k f a s t  o n  
t h e  way. 
What was t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  y o u r  work ,  I mean w o u l d  you be 
h a u l i n g  l o g  booms a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  
L o g  booms. See, t h e y ' d  b r i n g  t h e s e  l o g s  by b o t h  r a i l  and 
t r u c k  and when I f i r s t  s t a r t e d ,  t r u c k i n g  was j u s t ,  a l m o s t ,  
s t a r t i n g .  They d i d n ' t  e v e n  have  p n e u m a t i c  t i r e s ,  o n  t h e  
l o g  t r u c k s .  They were a l l  h a r d  t i r e s .  
Do a  l o t  o f  b o u n c i n g .  
W e l l ,  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  go o v e r  seven  m i l e s - - e i g h t  m i l e s - - a n  
h o u r ,  a t  t h e  m o s t ,  you  know. And, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  o l d  h a r d  
t i r e s  had  no t r a c t i o n .  The o l d  Macks, and t h e  o l d  W h i t e s ,  
R e p u b l i c s ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  And t h e n  t h e y  h a d  a  s t e a m  
donkey up t h e s e  h i l l s ,  and t h e y ' d  hook o n  t o  'em and p u l l  
t h e m  u p  t h e  h i l l ,  and p u t  a  l o a d  o n  them, t h e n  t h e y ' d  hook 
t h e  donkey o n  t o  l e t  them down, because  t h e y  had no b r a k e s ,  
o n l y  had r e a r  b r a k e s ,  y o u  know. T h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  
D i d . .  .? 
S u r e  d i f f e r e d .  
Were t h e r e  e v e r  any c h u t e s  o r  f l u m e s  t h a t  e m p t i e d  l o g s  o u t  
on  t h e  Coeur  d l A l e n e ?  
You b e t .  N o t  t h e  Coeur d l A l e n e ,  b u t  up  o n  t h e  S t .  Joe 
R i v e r ;  t h e r e  on Coeur  d l A l e n e  L a k e  t h e r e  was many c h u t e s ,  
i n  t h e  o l d  days .  By H a r r i s o n .  
Was t h a t  when you  were  w o r k i n g  up t h e r e ?  
Yea. I u s e d  t o  see 'em come down, yes .  
And, t h e n  how w o u l d  t h e y  boom them up, once  t h e y  g o t  t o  
them? 
W e l l .  T h e y ' d  have a  p o c k e t  down t h e r e .  The c h u t e  comes 
down o f f  t h e  h i l l ,  and somet imes t h o s e  t h i n g s  w o u l d  be  
f l a m i n g ,  when t h e y  h i t  t h e  w a t e r .  



DB: F l a m i n g ?  
FM: Yea. From f r i c t i o n .  
DB: F r i c t i o n ?  
FM: And, t h e n  t h e y ' d  have t h e s e  b i g  goose-necks ... and t h e y f d  

j u s t , . . o h  m o u n t a i n s  o f  l o g s .  

(END OF TAPE 6; S i d e  1 )  


