
I d a h o  P a n h a n d l e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t  
O c t o b e r  20,  1979  
M u r p h y / B a r t o n  TAPE 6;  S i d e  2  
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... t h e  m i l l  and t h e n  d e l i v e r  them down t o  t h e  m i l l ?  
We p i c k e d  up l o g s  as f a r  as 65 m i l e s  away f r o m  h e r e ,  up i n  
S t .  Joe R i v e r  and  a l s o  i n  t h e  Coeur d t A l e n e  R i v e r .  We'd 
t o w  lem...we may work up t h e r e  a  week o r  1 0  days ;  somet imes 
t w o  weeks, i n  t h e  r i v e r s .  When we g o t  a  w h o l e  mess 
-t-b- getai, - f hen-we 'd-6r iFg gh-a lrl- do wnTtii 1-a k  e  I n o n e  
t r i p .  
T h i s  was a l l  b  s team b o a t ,  b a c k  i n  t h o s e  days? 
Yea, b a c k  i n  t 6 ose d a y s .  
D i d  you  have t o  wear any s p e c i a l  k i n d  o f  c l o t h i n g ,  when you  
were  w o r k i n g  on t h e  b o a t s ;  o r  s p e c i a l  k i n d s  o f  b o o t s ,  o r  
a n y t h i n g ?  
C o r k  shoes .  
C o r k  shoes? 
To work on t h e  l o g s ,  you  know. 
D i d  you  do much a c t u a l  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  on t h e  l o g s ?  
Oh God, yes .  I n  f a c t ,  I u s e d  t o  be one o f  t h e  f a s t e s t  
young  f e l l o w s  t h e r e  e v e r  was o n  t h e  l o g s .  I r o l l e d  w i t h  
w o r l d  champions and e v e r y t h i n g .  N o t  i n  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  b u t  i n  
e x h i b i t i o n s .  
What w o u l d  you be  d o i n g ,  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  them i n t o  a  boom, 
when y o u ' d  g e t  o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  l o g s ,  o r .  . .?  
W e l l ,  you g o t  a l l  t h e s e  r o p e s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f ,  you  g o t ,  
f r o m  t h e  s k i p p e l s  s w i n g  y o u r  boom i n ,  y o u  know. And y o u  
have  t o  w a l k  a c r o s s  and somet imes. .  . t h r e e ,  f o u r  a c r e s  o f  
t h a t  boom. You w a l k  a c r o s s  t h e r e  w i t h  a  l i n e  on y o u r  
s h o u l d e r ,  o r  a  c h a i n ,  o r  w h a t e v e r  you needed;  t i e  'em up 
t h e n ,  p r o b a b l y ,  w a l k  down t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  boom, y o u ' d  
go  r o l l  i t  down so you g e t  two  t i e s  on i t .  T h a t  was n i c e  
work .  I 1 m . . . e e  d i d n ' t  have  c l o t h e s  t h e n  l i k e  we do now. 
The o n l y  t h i n g  we had t o  keep  warm was l e a t h e r  and w o o l .  
We d i d n ' t  have any o f  t h e s e  t h e r m a l  t h i n g s .  And, I t e l l  
you ,  I s h i v e r e d  and shaked  and t h a t ;  f r o z e  a n 1 . . .  
W e l l ,  how d i d  t h e y  s o r t  o u t  t h e  l o g s ,  i f  t h e r e  were a  l o t  
o f  l o g s  coming  down t h e  c h u t e s  and f l u m e s ,  i n t o  t h e  l a k e ?  
How w o u l d  t h e y  keep  t r a c k  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  l o g s ,  f r o m  
d i f f e r e n t  companies? 
W e l l ,  g e n e r a l l y  t h o s e  were  l o g g e d  by  a  company. I f  t h e y  
were  l o g g e d  b y  a  d i f f e r e n t  company, t h e y  had a  s c a l e r  up a t  
t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l .  He w o u l d  s c a l e  i t .  Then when t h e y  
g o t  them down t h e  l a k e  t h e y ' d  b u i l d  a . . .  
H e r e  why d o n ' t  you draw i t  on h e r e ?  
Gimme t h e  same one. 
Yea. Same page.  
When you want  t o  s o r t  t h o s e  l o g s ,  w e ' d  b u i l d  a  t h i n g  l i k e  
t h i s .  
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(BREAK I N  TAPE) 
O K ,  t h e r e l d  be y o u r  boom o f  l o g s .  T h i s  i s  a  boom you want 
t o  s o r t .  Now t h i s ,  we 'd  have a  p o c k e t  g o i n g  o f f  t h i s  way, 
and a n o t h e r  p o c k e t  t h e r e ,  and.. . 
What ' s  a  p o c k e t ?  
W e l l ,  i t  c o n f i n e s ,  ah . . .  w e l l ,  i t  w i l l  be s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y ,  
i n  j u s t  a  m i n u t e .  
Ok. 
J u s t  l i k e  t h a t .  Now, say you . . .  i f  y o u ' r e  s o r t i n g  them by 
s p e c i e s ,  t h e - l o g s  would have an end-stamp on  'em, some o c _  - -ppp -- 

-t hzm-wou 1-d-bra K y s o m e  o f  t h e m  wm 13 t i  a  v  e  . :.oh- t he re  I s  
many, many b r a n d s .  
And, what would  t h e  anchor  s t a n d  f o r ,  do you remember? 
W e l l ,  t h a t  was t h e  o l d  Coeur d l A l e n e  M i l l  stamp. So i f  
t h a t  stamp was on t h e  end o f  t h e  l o g ,  l i k e  t h i s  was t h e  
Coeur d lA lene  p o c k e t ,  you p u t  t h a t  anchor  i n  he re .  Now say 
t h e r e  was a.. . 
What d i d  t h e  K s t a n d  f o r ?  
K was t h e  Win ton .  And t h e n  Diamond Joe was oh God. . . t h e r e  
was e x p o r t .  S  I K was S t .  M a r i e s  M i l l ,  and I ' v e  
g o t  . . .  somewhere ove r  a t  home I ' v e  g o t  a  l i t t l e  pamph le t  o f  
a l l  t h o s e . .  . 
Do these  t h i n g s  come f r om those  b i g  s l edges ,  w i t h  l e t t e r s  
on t h e  end? 
Yes, yes. They were end stamped. They a l s o  had a  b a r k  
mark.  Now, l i k e  t h e  Coeur d l A l e n e  M i l l  b a r k  mark,  a l o n g  
w i t h  t h i s ,  t h e  b a r k  mark was chopped i n  w i t h  an axe. And, 
i t  was l i k e  t h i s .  Then t h e  axe b a r k  mark was t h e  same 
t h i n g  o n l y  two more here ,  and t h e n  t h e  o l d  P o s t  F a l l s  M i l l  
had a  b a r k  mark l i k e  t h i s .  And, B l a c k w e l l ' s  . . .  
What 's  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between a  b a r k  mark and a  stamp? 
W e l l ,  t h e y  used t o  p u t  them b o t h  on. Because somet imes, 
e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e y  come o u t  o f  t h e  Coeur d f A l e n e  
R i v e r  . . .  t h a t  sed iment  i n  t h e r e  would  . . .  a w f u l  ha rd .  They 
used t o  have t o  keep b rushes  on t h i s  s o r t i n g  works he re .  
Because t h e s e  l o g s  wou ld  come t h r o u g h  he re ,  and aim f o r  
t h e s e  p o c k e t s  ... 
So t h e r e  would  be open ings  i n  t h i s . .  .? 
W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a  deck t h a t  men work on. R i g h t  h e r e .  I n  
h e r e .  They t h e y ' d  have t o  p u l l  a  l o g  o v e r  and t a k e  a  b r u s h  
and s c r u b  i t  t o  see who i t  be longed  t o .  
So these  were a l l  u n s o r t e d  l o g s  i n  he re ,  and t h e n  t h e y ' d  
s o r t  them o u t  as t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t h rough?  
Yea. As t hey  go t h rough .  Then these  w ind  up each i n t o  a  
p o c k e t  he re .  J u s t  l i k e  t h i s ,  o n l y  s m a l l e r ,  see. 
What were t hese  men's t i t l e s ,  here? 
W e l l ,  t h e y  were s o r t e r s .  
S o r t e r s ?  
Now when we used t o  d r i v e  t hese  i n t o  a  r i v e r ,  I ' v e  seen 30 
m i l e s  o f  t h a t  r i v e r  j u s t  s o l i d  w i t h  l o g s .  Then i t  wou ld  
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come o u t  t o  t h e  mou th  o f  t h e  r i v e r  t h e y ' d  have  a  b i g  boom 
t h a t  swung o v e r  i t .  And i t  s h e a r e d  a l l  t h e s e  i n t o  one 
p o c k e t ,  and as  i t  went  down t h e y  had  v e r y  many s e r i e s  o f  
t h e s e ,  p r o b a b l y  a b o u t ,  1 0  t o  1 2  s e r i e s  o f  t h e s e .  Because 
t h e r e  were so many l o g s ,  i t  m i g h t  be 3 -400  m i l l i o n  f e e t .  
T h i s  b a c k  i n  t h e  ' 3 0 s  o r  ' 2 0 s ?  B e f o r e  t h e y  had  t o  s h u t  
down? 
Yea, i t  was b a c k  i n  t h e  ' 2 0 s .  And ' 3 0 s .  
Were t h e r e  e v e r  t r a f f i c  jams i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
t h r o u g h ?  

z!f 0 u-c 0 u-l~dmIztgeE-+hrough - :  ---: - --- . - -- 

You c o u l d n  I t . 
W e l l ,  t h e  r i v e r  was p l u g g e d .  W e l l ,  o u r  b i g  s t e a m e r s  and 
s t u f f ,  j u s t  p l o w  t h r o u g h  'em, go o v e r  them. K i c k  them o u t  
o f  t h e  way. 
What i f  someone was i n  f r o n t  o f  you w i t h  a  b o a t  t h a t  was 
t a k i n g  u p  room; how w o u l d  y o u  g e t  a r o u n d  them, o r  w o u l d  y o u  
j u s t  w a i t ?  
You mean i f  he h a d  a  tow ahead o f  you? 
Yea. 
W e l l ,  i f  he had. .  . t h e s e  b r a i l s  l i k e  t h i s ,  when w e ' d  come 
o u t ,  we 'd  have t h r e e ,  o r  f o u r ,  somet imes f i v e  t i e d  b e h i n d  
t h e  b o a t .  
How w i d e  w o u l d  t h e y  be? 
N i n e t y  t o  a  1 0 0  f e e t .  
So t h i s  w o u l d  be 90  t o  a  100 .  And how l o n g  w o u l d  t h e y  be? 
Ah-h, a v e r a g e ,  l e t s  see ... 1 5  ... a v e r a g e  a b o u t  -700 f e e t .  
And, somet imes we had  ... w e l l ,  depends o n  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  
season ,  I had  seen  a s  many as  a  m i l e  o f  t h o s e  b e h i n d .  
B u t ,  u s u a l l y ,  f o u r  t o  f i v e  you  w o u l d  say?  
A b o u t  t h r e e .  
T h r e e ?  
T h a t  was l o o s e  l o g s .  B u t  t o d a y  t h e y  have t o o  many, t h e y  
send  t w o  b o a t s .  T h i s  e x t r a ,  wha t  t h e y  c a l l  t h e  h e l p e r  
b o a t .  To h e l p  them a r o u n d  t h e  bends.  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  
r i v e r s  a r e . . . a n d  I towed u p  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was f a r m e r s  o n  
t h a t  r i v e r ,  now i t ' s  a l l  docks  and summer homes, and t h i s  
and t h a t .  They have  t o  be v e r y ,  v e r y  c a r e f u l .  
How much t i m b e r  c o u l d  you h a u l  i n  a  good y e a r ?  D i d  you 
measure  i t  b y  t h e  f o o t ?  T h i s  i s  b a c k  i n  t h e  o l d  d a y s ,  w i t h  
t h e  s team.  
T h a t ' s  a  b r o a d  q u e s t i o n .  
Yea. 
1'11 j u s t  g i v e  you  an example .  I had  a  l i t t l e  45  f o o t  
s t e a m e r ,  w h i c h  was a  good b o a t ,  and we were  t o w i n g  f rom 
Ramsdale ... no,  C h e r r y  Creek ,  w h i c h  i s  a b o u t  a  
d i s t a n c e  ... oh,  a b o u t  e i g h t  and a  h a l f  m i l e s  u p  f r o m  t h e  
m o u t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r . . . a n d  I and one man, towed  f o u r  and a  
h a l f  m i l l i o n  i n  one month,  down t h a t  a r e a .  
What t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r  was t h a t ?  
W e l l ,  w e l l ,  b a s i c a l l y  Summer and W i n t e r .  
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Summer and W i n t e r .  And t h e n ,  how were you p a i d  f o r  t h e  
t i m b e r ,  were y o u  p a i d  b y  ... ? 
We d i d n ' t  buy  t h e  t i m b e r ,  we j u s t  moved i t .  And, t h e  
compan ies  were  p a i d  b y  t h e  1 ,000 ,  f o r  m o v i n g  i t .  
How much were  y o u  p a i d ,  t o  move i t ,  how 's  t h a t  a r r a n g e d ?  
W e l l ,  back  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  I was g e t t i n g  $ .50  an h o u r .  
OK. I t  was an h o u r l y  wage. 
H o u r l y  wage. 
D i d  you keep  any o f  t h e  l u m b e r  f o r . . . t h e  t i m b e r  ... f o r  
y o u r s e l f ,  f o r  y o u r  own use? 
--Weewere a - h a y s  - j u s t - - l F K e a g r o c e r y - l 5 ~ - - d e l i v e r i n g t n e -  - 
g r o c e r i e s ,  b e l o n g s  t o  you  and  t h a t ' s  what  you do.  
OK. Back i n  t h e  o l d  days ,  you  s a i d  t h a t  p e o p l e  s t a r t e d  
g e t t i n g  c a r s ,  r i g h t  a r o u n d  i n  t h e  ' 2 0 s  o r  so .  D i d  you  have  
a  c a r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  ... ? 
L e t ' s  see.  I g o t t a  do some f i g u r i n g .  I t h i n k  I had my 
f i r s t  c a r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 2 0 s .  
B e f o r e  t h e  c a r s  came a r o u n d ,  how d i d  t h e  p e o p l e  g e t  a r o u n d  
if t h e y  wanted t o  go t o  Spokane,  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  
W e l l ,  t h e y  had  e l e c t r i c  t r a i n s ,  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  h e r e .  Come 
r i g h t  on t h i s  d o c k ,  r i g h t  o v e r  h e r e ,  and meet  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  
b o a t s .  I ' v e  g o t  ... I w i s h . . . I 1 v e  g o t  a  good p i c t u r e  o f  t h a t  
t o o .  The t r a i n  u n l o a d i n g  and  t h e  b o a t s  l o a d i n g .  And, back  
i n  t h o s e  days .  
S p e a k i n g  o f  h i s t o r i c  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  do you have  many h i s t o r i c  
p h o t o g r a p h s ,  o r  o l d  ones? What we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do i s .  . .?  
Yes, I have.  ..I know. ..I b o u g h t  me a  camera,  when I f i r s t  
s t a r t e d  s t e a m b o a t i n g .  And, I t o o k  a  l o t  o f  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  
l a k e .  And I w i l l  t e l l  you s o m e t h i n g  e l s e ,  t h a t l l l  f o o l  
you.  You h e a r d  t h e  r e m a r k  ..." Oh boy I w i s h  I c o u l d  h a v e  
s e e n  t h i s  l a k e  50,  60 y e a r s  ago,  b e f o r e  t h e  w h i t e  man 
r u i n e d  i t . "  The p l a c e  i s  1 0  t i m e s  p r e t t i e r  t o d a y .  
Why i s  t h a t ?  
Because t h a t  1910 F i r e  gone t h r o u g h  h e r e ,  and b u r n e d  a l l  
t h e  t r e e s  and e v e r y t h i n g  down. No, t h e  l a k e  i s  much 
p r e t t i e r  t o d a y ,  t h a n  i t  was 50, 60 y e a r s  ago.  
So y o u  have  p h o t o g r a p h s  f r o m  1920s  onward? 
Oh, somewhere, somewhere i n  t h a t  . . .  maybe n o t  ' 2 0 s .  B u t ,  
I ' d  say  f r o m  ' 2 5  on,  I t h i n k  I h a v e  'em. 
Do you know anybody e l s e  who h a s  h i s t o r i c  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  o r  
o l d  p h o t o s ?  
Yes. I ' v e  s i c e d  t h r e e  guys  o n  t h i s  f e l l o w ,  and I h a t e  t o  ... 
W e l l ,  I won l t . . .we  w o n ' t  be  . . .  
B r i a n  D e n n i s ,  he worked on t h e  p a s s e n g e r  b o a t s .  I n e v e r  
worked  p a s s e n g e r  b o a t s ,  I a l w a y s  worked t u g  b o a t s .  B u t  he  
worked  .... i n  f a c t ,  I am t h e  o l d e s t  a c t i v e ,  c o n t i n u o u s  
s k i p p e r  on  t h e  l a k e  t o d a y .  
Who i s  t h e  n e x t  o l d e s t ?  A r e  t h e r e  many more a round?  
Yes.  T h e r e ' s  a  l o t  o f  them. B u t ,  I s t a r t e d  o u t  
here. . .some o f  t h e  o l d  s k i p p e r s  a r o u n d  y e t ,  b u t  t h e y  q u i t  
20, 30 y e a r s  ago.  



D i d  most p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  work i n  t h e  l o g g i n g  and i n  t h e  
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I n  t hose  days,  p r i m a r i l y  t h a t  was i t .  
Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  m i n i n g  o r  a n y t h i n g ,  i n  t h i s  a rea?  
W e l l  o f  cou rse ,  up i n  W a l l a c e - K e l l o g g ,  yes.  
Yea. B u t  I mean j u s t  a round  h e r e .  
NO, no, no m i n i n  . 
How d i d  t h e  peop 9 e  g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e ,  d i d  
t h e y  g e t  m a i l  v e r y  o f t e n ?  
Oh yea, we had t r a i n s  r u n n i n g ,  f r e i g h t  t r a i n s  and . . . i n  o l d  
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o v e r  h e r e  i t  was. 
Were t h e r e  many f a r m e r s  i n  t h i s  a rea?  
Yea. 
What k i n d  o f  c r o p s  were t h e y  g row ing?  
W e l l ,  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e . . . l 5  m i l e s  away 
f r o m  h e r e  ... 
Which d i r e c t i o n ?  
T h a t  would  be s o u t h ,  sou th -wes t .  Back i n  t h e  Wor ley ,  
R o c k f o r d  c o u n t r y .  Tha t  was a l l  wheat .  Now, t h e  l i t t l e  
f a rms  up t h i s  way, t h e y  would  be a  r a n c h i n g  o r  c a t t l e .  
Tha t  would  be n o r t h - w e s t ?  
Yea, ya. N o r t h  o r  n o r t h - w e s t .  And even e a s t .  B u t  y o u r  
b i g ,  y o u r  f l a t l a n d  f a r m i n g  was down i n  t h i s  a rea .  
S p e c i a l i z e d  i n  wheat and b i g  f i e l d  c r o p s .  
What was c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  b e s t  j o b s  t o  have a round  Coeur 
d lA lene ,  back i n  t h o s e  o l d  days? 
~ n y t h i n g  you c o u l d  g e t .  
A n y t h i n g  you c o u l d  g e t .  Would you say t i m e s  were p r e t t y  
good f o r  p e o p l e  o r  p r e t t y  ha rd?  
1'11 t e l l  you one t h i n g ,  when a  man was a  good man he c o u l d  
a l m o s t  a lways  f i n d  work; and i f  he was no good he w o u l d n ' t  
f i n d  work.  I t  was d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  nowadays. The guy goes 
up t o  t h e  u n i o n  h a l l ,  t h e y  s h i p  h im o u t  on t h e  j o b  whether  
h e ' s  any good o r  n o t .  
Were t h e r e  e v e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  u n i o n i z e  men w o r k i n g  on  t h e  
w a t e r s  he re?  
Yes. 
D i d  i t  work o u t ?  
I t h i n k  i t  d i d ,  f o r  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e .  I don1 t know whether  
t h e y  u n i o n i z e d  o r  n o t ,  b u t  1'11 t e l l  you one damn t h i n g  I ' m  
n o t .  
D i d  you h a u l  any o r e  on y o u r  b o a t ?  
No. 
No. D i d  anyone ... ? 
Not  o re ,  I h a u l e d  r o c k s ,  w e l l ,  g r a v e l ,  sand, and cement. 
When you were w o r k i n g  on you r  boa t ,  and someth ing  b r o k e  
down how would  you f i x  i t ?  I mean how wou ld  you g e t  
r ep lacemen t  p a r t s ?  
W e l l ,  u s u a l l y  we 'd  f i x  i t  b e f o r e  i t  b r o k e  down. 



DB: So you k e p t  y o u r  e n g i n e s  i n  p r e t t y  good r e p a i r ?  What were 
some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w o u l d  go wrong c o n s t a n t l y  w i t h  
s team e n g i n e s ,  t h e  t h i n g s  t o  w a t c h  f o r ?  

FM: A l m o s t  n o t h i n g .  No, I had a f o l l o w e r  come l o o s e  once ,  I 
was up on t h e  S t .  Joe R i v e r .  

DB: W h a t ' s  a  f o l l o w e r ?  
FM: W e l l ,  y o u ' d  c a l l  i t  a p i s t o n .  I t ' s  a  c y l i n d e r  a b o u t  t h i s  

b i g .  And i t  s t a r t e d  c l a c k i n g ,  you know, s o  I s h u t  h e r  
down.. .we were h a l f  way up t h e . .  .we were a b o u t  a  f o u r t h  o f  

-- -- - 
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t h e  way up  t h e  S t .  Joe R i v e r .  God, I ' d  seen where t h e  -- 
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a c r a n k s h a f t  o r  c o n n e c t i n g  r o d - - a n d  we t r i e d  t o  d r i v e  t h a t  
damn t h i n g  on  i t .  And so we t h o u g h t  we 'd  have t o  t a k e  i t  
o u t  and f l a g  down a  s e c t i o n  c rew when t h e y  went  by and send  
t o  S t .  M a r i e s  and see i f  we c o u l d  g e t  a  p r e s s  and see i f  we 
c o u l d  g e t  i t  b a c k  i n .  And I had a b i g  t h i n g  up l i k e  t h i s ,  
oh,  i t  we ighed  a b o u t  a  100  pounds,  maybe a  120  pounds.  
And, I had i t  s i t t i n g  on  t h e  r a i l  and I j u s t  p i c k e d  i t  up  
l i k e  t h i s  and d r o p p e d  i t  on  t h e  r a i l  and moved t h e  end o f  
i t .  Went back,  and p u t  i t  t o g e t h e r  and t o o k  o f f .  

DB: Ha-ha-ha. T h a t ' s  good. What k i n d  o f  t o o l s  w o u l d  you keep 
a r o u n d ,  a  s team s h i p  a l l  t h e  t i m e  . .. j u s t  t o  keep  i t  i n  
r e ~ a i r ?  

FM: oh; p i p e  wrenches,  and back  i n  t h o s e  days  y o u r  c o n n e c t i n g  
r o d  b o l t s  were a b o u t  t h a t  b i g  a round ,  up t o  t h i s  b i g .  

DB: Abou t  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  i n c h e s ?  
FM: Oh yea. From two--and a  h a l f  t o  f o u r  i n c h e s .  
DB: OK. 
FM: And you g e n e r a l l y  had a  b l a c k s m i t h  make you one w i t h  t h e  

r i g h t  k i n k  i n  i t  so you c o u l d  r e a c h  i n  t h e r e  and do t h i s  
work .  

DB: Was t h e r e  a  s p e c i a l  b l a c k s m i t h  t o  do b o a t  s t u f f ?  
FM: Oh, any good b l a c k s m i t h .  I s t i l l  g o t  some. No, I l o v e  

s team,  i t ' s  coming  back.  You w a t c h  and see.  
DB: So, you had t h e  p i p e  w r e n t c h e s ,  and what  o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  

t h i n g s ?  
FM: W e l l ,  any n o r m a l  . . . y  ou d i d n ' t  have much wrench  work  t o  do 

on a  s team e n g i n e .  Ah, o t h e r  t h a n  maybe t o  r e p a i r  y o u r  
pumps, one o r  two  pumps, s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

DB: Where d i d  you g e t  p a r t s  i f  s o m e t h i n g  d i d  b r e a k  down? 
FM: Made them. 
DB: You made them a l l .  D i d  you s t a y  w i t h  s team l o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  

o t h e r  o p e r a t o r s ?  
FM: I s t a y e d  w i t h  i t  u n t i l  i t  was gone. 
DB: So t h a t  was i n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 3 0 s ?  
FM: Yea, I ' d  say  so. W e l l ,  I q u i t  s team b o a t .  I g o t  m a r r i e d  

i n  ' 3 4 .  And I q u i t  t h e  s team b o a t s  i n  a b o u t  ' 3 5  o r  ' 6 .  
1936.  And t h e n  I went back i n  t h e  ' 4 0 s ,  t o  h e l p  them o u t .  

DB: How has Coeur d l A l e n e  d e v e l o p e d ,  s i n c e  y o u  been h e r e ?  How 
many p e o p l e ,  w o u l d  you say were h e r e  when you  were a  boy? 



FM: Abou t  5-6 ,000.  I t ' s  d e v e l o p e d  t o o  damn much, l e t  me p u t  i t  
t h a t  way. 

DB: Aha. What do you  t h i n k  h a s  caused  t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t ?  What 
k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  have happened? 

FM: I t ' s  a  l o v e l y  p l a c e  t o  l i v e .  And 1'11 t e l l  you one t h i n g ,  
t h e r e  i s  1 0  C a l i f o r n i a  p e o p l e  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h i s  c i t y ,  t o  
one n a t i v e .  Today.  And I d o n ' t  b lame them, I d o n ' t  b lame 
them one damn b i t .  My God, I p i c k  u p ,  I t a k e  a  l o t  a  
p e o p l e  o n  t h e  l a k e ,  w i t h  me. I ' d  be  l o a d i n g  up a  b a r g e ,  o r  

- - -  s o m e t h i n g  o n  t h e  l a k e  and p e o p l e  d r i v e  u p .  I f  t h e y  seem 
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u p  t h e  l a k e  f o r  so  many h o u r s ,  you f o l k s  a r e  welcome t o  go  
a l o n g  w i t h  me, i f  you want  t o . "  W e l l ,  1'11 b r e a k  t h i s  down 
t o  one s t o r y .  T h i s  was some p e o p l e  f r o m  L a s  Vegas. Man, 
h i s  w i f e  and t w o  l i t t l e  b o y s .  I was l o a d i n g  up a  b a r g e  o f  
l u m b e r .  And t h e y  . . .  t h e  k i d s  seemed so i n t e r e s t e d ,  and s h e  
seemed so i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t ,  you know. T h e y ' d  w a t c h  me when 
I b r o u g h t  a  t r u c k l o a d  o f  l u m b e r  and dump o n  i t ,  you  know. 
Be tween  t r u c k s ,  I went  u p ,  and I s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  t o  'em. 
And I t o l d  h e r ,  1'11 be  o u t  maybe s i x  o r  e i g h t  h o u r s ,  and  
1 ' 1 1 - - g o i n g  u p - - 1 ' 1 1  c o o k  you  d i n n e r ,  and m i x  you  a  d r i n k ,  
o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  y o u  know. I t  r a n g  a  b e l l  w i t h  h e r ,  r i g h t  
now; b u t  he was--oh, he was a l l  d o l l e d  u p ,  w i t h  a  t i e  and 
e v e r y t h i n g .  He s a y s ,  "How much i t  c o s t ? "  Coming f r o m  
Vegas, I c a n  i m a g i n e  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  way. I s a i d ,  
f f N o t h i n g . w  Then he t h o u g h t  t h e r e  was a  g i m m i c k .  Then I 
t o l d  h im,  "No." I s a i d ,  " I ' m  m a k i n g  t h i s  r u n ,  and I ' d  be 
v e r y  happy t o  have y o u  f o l k s  go a l o n g ,  and i t  w o n ' t  c o s t  
y o u  a n y t h i n g . "  And so ,  he was s t i l l  s p o o k y .  She r e a c h e d  
a r o u n d ,  g e t s  a h o l d  o f  h i s  n e c k t i e  l i k e  t h a t ,  and she  s a i d ,  
"You know s o m e t h i n g ?  I and t h e  b o y s  a r e  g o i n g .  A r e  you 
g o i n g  w i t h  us?' '  He-he-he. So he  w e n t .  And he t u r n e d  o u t  
t o  be  a  h e l l  o f  a  f i n e  guy.  Got  up t h e r e ,  he . .  . t h e y ' d  been  
t r a v e l l i n g ,  she  s a i d  f o r  f i v e  weeks. And you  know, y o u  
d o n ' t  g e t  much e x e r c i s e .  J e e z ,  he p i t c h e d  i n ,  he h e l p e d  
u n l o a d ,  he  h e l p e d  t h e  c r e w  up t h e r e ,  he  ... f e l t  l i k e  . . . y  ou  
know, i t  f e l t  good f o r  h i m  t o  move a r o u n d  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  I 
l e t  t h e  k i d s ,  w h e e l  t h e  b o a t  up  t h e  l a k e .  And t h a t  t i c k l e d  
t h e  h e l l  o u t  o f  them. And, I cooked  d i n n e r  f o r  'em. So we 
l a n d e d  t h a t  n i g h t .  And she  g e t s  o f f ,  and g r a b s  t h e  same 
n e c k t i e ,  she s a y s ,  ''You know s o m e t h i n g ?  We' d  been  
t r a v e l l i n g  f o r  f i v e  weeks, h i t t i n g  a l l  t h e  h i g h  s p o t s ,  and  
t h i s  was t h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  o u r  who le  t r i p .  And i t  d i d n ' t  
c o s t  US a  d ime . "  

DB: T h a t ' s  good.  S p e a k i n g  o f  h i g h l i g h t s ,  wha t  d i d  p e o p l e  i n  
t h e  o l d  days  do f o r  f u n ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  b a c k  h e r e  i n  Coeur 
d l  A l e n e ?  

FM: W e l l ,  t h e y  used  t o  dance a  l o t .  
DB: Wh ich  dance h a l l s  d i d  t h e y  use?  
FM: Oh. Many o f  them, mos t  o f  'em a r e  a l l  gone now. T h a t ' s  

b e f o r e  l i q u o r  come i n .  
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Do you remember any o f  t h e  names o f  t h e  dance h a l l s  and 
where t h e y  were? 
W e l l .  Yea. There  was t h e  E a g l e s  H a l l ,  KC H a l l ,  B e s t  Land,  
oh . .  . 
Were t h e y  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a  h e r e ?  
Some o f  'em. S t .  M a r i e s  i s  t h e  town t h a t  had t h e  dance 
h a l l s .  You c o u l d  dance f i v e  n i g h t s  a  week i n  t h a t  town. 
T h a t ' s  b e f o r e  P r o h i b i t i o n .  R e p e a l .  Oh, we used  t o  l o v e  t o  
dance.  
Where d i d  ~ e o p l e  g e t  t h e i r  a l c o h o l  back t h e n ,  d u r i n q  t h e  

P r o  h  i b-iittionn -days?-- W e r e t h e r e  d i f f erent k i n d  s  o f 
p- 

moonsh iners?  
Y o u ' r e  damn r i g h t .  Ha-ha. 
He-he-he. 
The re  was one--some o f  i t  was l o u s y .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  a  f a m i l y  
come i n  h e r e ,  i n  t h e  D u s t  Bowl  days,  w e l l ,  f r o m  Ken . . . . . .  
They come i n  f r o m  V i r g i n i a s  o r  somewhere i n  t h a t ' a r e a .  And 
a  who le  t r i b e  o f  'em come h e r e .  And t h e  o l d  c o u p l e  were 
j u s t  m i g h t y  f i n e  p e o p l e .  And t h e y  bough t  a  l i t t l e  o l d  
f a r m ,  a  d e s e r t e d  farm,  up i n  t h e  end o f  t h e  l a k e  th-ere.  
Two months a f t e r  t h e y  were t h e r e ,  I t e l l  you, i f  you p u t  
o u t  a  c i g a r e t t e  b u t t  o u t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  f i e l d ,  i t  
w o u l d  l o o k  l i k e  a  saw l o g  t h e y  had i t  so c l e a n .  And t h e y  
made r y e  wh i skey ,  w h i c h  t h i s  i s .  And, so t h e y  were k i n d  o f  
spooky ,  you know. So I l a n d e d  t h e . . . I  was i n  t h e  
P i n e c a t . . . s o  I p u l l e d  i n  t h e r e  one n i g h t ,  t h o u g h t  I ' d  buy 
some v e g e t a b l e s ,  o r  someth ing .  L i t t l e  f e l l o w  t o o k  a  l i k i n g  
t o  me, and he s a i d ,  llWould you l i k e  a  s i p  o f  good 
wh i skey? "  W e l l ,  he g o t  me a  l i t t l e  g l a s s ,  and i t  was j u s t  
l i k e  d r i n k i n g  w ine .  I t  was t h e  n i c e s t  wh i skey  I e v e r  d r a n k  
i n  my l i f e .  And I s a i d ,  "1 know y o u ' r e  mak ing  wh iskey  
h e r e . "  B u t  I s a i d ,  "1 d o n ' t  know i f  you want t o  s e l l  me 
any.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have some." W e l l ,  by  t h a t  t i m e  h e ' d  g o t  
me a l l  f i g u r e d  o u t  t h a t  I was a l r i g h t ,  you know. He s a i d ,  
"1 '11 t e l l  you one t h i n g . "  He s a i d ,  !'We cha rge  $8.00 a  
g a l l o n ,  f o r  o u r  wh i skey .  And you can buy moonsh ine 
anywhere f o r  $5.00."  I says ,  "1 d o n ' t  want moonshine,  I 
want y o u r  whiskey. ' I  And t h a t  was t h e  f i n e s t  wh i skey  I e v e r  
d r a n k  i n  my l i f e .  I t ' s  b e t t e r  t h a n  any o f  t h e  s t u f f  t h e y  
make now. The o l d  c o u p l e  were f i n e  p e o p l e .  B u t  boy ,  t h a t  
t r i b e  t h e y  g o t  o u t ,  t h e y  s e t t l e d  on a  few l i t t l e  fa rms  
a round .  And t h e y  would  have a  s h o o t i n g  sc rape ,  s h o o t  up 
two  o r  t h r e e  o f  them, you know. 
W e l l ,  i s  t h e r e  a  d i f f e r e n c e ,  l e t ' s  say between i m p o r t e d  
Canadian booxe and t h e  booze t h a t  was made a round  here?  
How would  you compare t h e  two o f  t hose?  
W e l l ,  you mean t h i s  modern wh iskey?  
No I mean, back t h e n ,  i n  t h e  o l d  days .  
The moonshine.  
Hm-hm. 
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I n e v e r  d rank  Canadian moonshine.  I drank  a  l o t  . . . no I 
d i d n ' t  d r i n k  t o o  much moonshine.  I drank  homebrew a  l o t .  
Not  a  l o t .  
Who made t h a t ?  
Everybody .  
Everybody .  What abou t  gamb l i ng ,  what d i d  peop le  gamble? 
W e l l ,  t h e y  had t h e s e  l i t t l e  p l a c e s  up a l o n g  t h e  S t .  Joe 
R i v e r ,  one a t  S t .  Joe,  c o u p l e  a t  S t .  M a r i e s .  There were 
p o o l  h a l l s .  They c a l l  'em tobacco  s t o r e s  t h e n .  W e l l ,  I'll 
t e l l  you a  s t o r y  a b o u t . . . I  l a n d e d  a t  S t .  M a r i e s  one n i g h t .  
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t h e  guy who owned t h i s  p l a c e .  He was a  man who n e v e r  
t ouched  a  d r o p  o f  l i q u o r  i n  h i s  l i f e ,  he was a  v e r y  
h o n o r a b l e  person ,  b u t  he was a  v e r y  shrewd gambler .  H e l d  
s i t  a round  and gamble w i t h  l u m b e r j a c k s  a l l  n i g h t  and j u s t  
t a k e  a  few d o l l a r s  o f f  them. So t h i s  n i g h t  I was t h e r e  and 
t h i s  l i t t l e  guy wa lked  i n  t h e r e .  And, oh  God...he was 
d ressed  i n  a  s u i t - - s p o t l e s s .  And a  l i t t l e  f e l l o w ,  abou t  my 
s i z e .  He was a  dandy, I'll t e l l  you.  So he s a t  a round ,  
watched t h e  game a  few m i n u t e s  and t h e n  he says,  
"Gent lemen! Would you mind  i f  I j o i n e d  you?'" I t  was a  
p o k e r  game. And o l d  H a r r y  says,  " W e l l ,  i f  you have 
$5.00." T h e r e ' s  c h i p s .  F e l l o w  l a i d  o u t  $5.00.  Got  h i s  
c h i p s  and he s i t  down and s t a r t  p l a y i n g .  He was an a c t o r .  
Never win .  Face i s  g e t t i n g  l o n g e r ,  sad, you know. Heh. 
Back ... t h i s  i s  back i n  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  t i m e ,  when a  d o l l a r  
i s  a  d o l l a r ,  see. I s t o o d  t h e r e  and watched, j u s t  because 
I j u s t  had k i n d  a  hunch o f  some th ing  spooky.  So d i d  o l d  
H a r r y .  
T h i s  i s  i n  t h e  o l d  steam b o a t  days? 
Yes, yes.  And, so f i n a l l y  t h i s  guy p u t  i n  abou t  $75.00 i n  
t h i s  game. And t hese  l u m b e r j a c k s ,  you know ... H a r r y  knew 
someth ing  was g o i n g  on, b u t  t h e s e  l u m b e r j a c k s ,  "Oh, we g o t  
a  p a t s y  he re . "  P r e t t y  q u i c k ,  t h e  worm t u r n e d ,  j u s t  t o o k  
h i m  a  s h o r t  t i m e  t o  c l e a n  them o u t .  Gets  up and he s a i d ,  
"Oh, t h a n k  you gent lemen."  Takes o f f  o u t  t h e  door .  L a t e r  
I s a i d ,  " H a r r y ,  how i n  t h e  h e l l  d i d  you l e t  t h a t  guy do 
t h a t ? "  He s a i d ,  "1 knew he was a  s l i c k e r  when he wa lked  i n  
t h e r e . "  He s a i d ,  he s a i d ,  "I t h o u g h t  I would f i n d  o u t  what 
made h im  t h a t  way." He says,  "You know someth ing ,  I 
d i d n l  t .I1 Ha-ha-ha. 
He-ha-he. Oh boy .  
What t i m e  i s  i t ?  
I t ' s  g e t t i n g  on. 
W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  h u r t i n g  t o o  bad. 
OK.  Good. What abou t  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  where d i d  p e o p l e  go f o r  
p r o s t i t u t e s ,  back i n  t h o s e  days? 
W e l l .  On t h e  r i v e r  a t  S t .  M a r i e s  i t  was famous. 'Cause i t  
backed up a l l  t h e  l o g g i n g  c o u n t r y ,  you know. And t h o s e  
l o g g e r s  would  go o u t  and t h e y ' d  spend most o f  t h e  W i n t e r ,  
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and s t u f f ,  i n  t h e  woods and t h e y ' d  g e t  o f f  maybe once  a 
m o n t h  somet imes.  W e l l  t h e s e ,  t h e s e  g a l s  l i v e d  i n  f l o a t  
houses  a l l  r i g h t  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r .  J u s t  above t h e  m a i n  
d o c k s ,  a t  S t .  M a r i e s .  
On t h e  e a s t  b a n k . . . o r  t h e  n o r t h  and s o u t h  bank?  
S o u t h  bank.  
S o u t h  bank?  
I t  w o u l d  be j u s t  . . . y  ou been t o  S t .  M a r i e s ?  
No. 
I have .  
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Hm. 
W e l l ,  as you c r o s s  g o i n g  f r o m  h e r e ,  i t  had  been j u s t  up  
r i v e r  a l i t t l e  ways. A l l  a l o n g  t h a t  bank up t o  t h e  S t .  
M a r i e s  R i v e r .  And, I used  t o  b r i n g  t h o s e  t o w s  down p a s t  
t h e r e ,  you  know. 0 c o u r s e ,  I was a k i d  t h e n .  And t h e y  h a d  
one u p  t h e r e ,  she  was a r e a l  famous o l d  g a l .  1'11 t e l l  
you,  t h o s e  l u m b e r j a c k s l d  come i n ,  and t h e y ' d  g i v e  h e r  a l l  
t h e i r  money. T h e y ' d  say ,  "Gimme $2.00, $10.00. I ' m  g o i n g  
u p t o w n  t o  have  a good t i m e , "  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  Then t h e y ' d  
come b a c k  and s h e ' d  g i v e  'em t h e  money b a c k .  She was a 
famous p r o s t i t u t e .  
So she  was a b a n k e r ?  S h e ' d  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  money? 
W e l l ,  b u t  she was v e r y  ... I t h i n k  she  was v e r y  . . .  I know, she  
was a v e r y  h o n o r a b l e  p e r s o n .  Because,  I ' d  be  r i d i n g  a boom 
o f  l o g s  down b y  h e r  b o a t  house.  And t h e  c u r r e n t s  were on,  
w e ' d  s l i d e  r i g h t  a l o n g s i d e  h e r  b o a t h o u s e ,  you know. S h e ' d  
say :  "Sonny, you  l o o k  a w f u l  d r y . "  S h e ' d  say :  "Come i n . "  
S h e ' d  g i v e  me a b o t t l e  o f  homebrew, o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  
y o u  know. 
Remember h e r  name, b y  any chance? 
Yes. Her  name was N e l l i e ,  she  was a 1  .... 
(END OF TAPE 6; S i d e  2)  


