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Tape 7; S i d e  1 

... one o f  h e r  c u s t o m e r s  o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  y o u  know. W e l l ,  
w e l l ,  she was a  v e r y  h o n o r a b l e  p e r s o n .  
You say  s h e ' d  t a k e  $2 o r  $10  f r o m  t h e  l o g g e r s  and t h e n . . . ?  
W e l l ,  s h e ' d  t a k e  t h e i r  w h o l e  p a y r o l l ,  and t h e n  g i v e  them 
wha t  t h e y  want  t o  go u p t o w n  and spend.  And t h e n ,  when t h e y  
g o t  o f f  f r o m  t h e  drunk--come back ,  s h e ' d  g i v e  i t  t o  'em. 
What t h e y  h a d  l e f t .  
I s  t h a t  a  common p r a c t i c e ;  was t h a t  a  common p r a c t i c e ?  
Ah, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was, ' c a u s e  up i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  i n  
S t .  Joe--now, t h i s  i s  j u s t  b e f o r e  my t i m e - - t h e y  had F a r r e l l  
u p  t h e r e ,  and t h a t  was a  w i l d  town .  
T h a t  was a  l o g g i n g  town,  r i g h t ?  
T h e y ' d  g e t  a  l u m b e r j a c k  i n  t h e r e ,  and r o l l  h i m  and s h o v e  
h i m  o u t  t h e  b a c k  d o o r ,  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  Happened many t i m e .  
When you  were  a  young man, up  t h e r e ,  how many p r o s t i t u t e s  
do you t h i n k  t h e r e  were i n  t h o s e  f l o a t  b o a t s ?  
Oh, I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. A c t u a l l y ,  N e l l i e  i s  t h e  o n l y  one 
I e v e r  know. I knew t h e r e  were a  l o t  more t h e r e .  She was 
k i n d  o f  an o l d  grandma t o  me a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  you  know. 
When d i d  t h e y  s t a r t  p e t e r i n g  o u t ;  I mean when d i d  t h e y  . . .  ? 
W e l l ,  she l a s t e d  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  B e l i e v e  i t  o r  n o t  I saw 
h e r  on t h e  s t r e e t  n o t  o n l y  10--15 y e a r s  ago.  
I see.  
She was an o l d  l a d y  when I used  t o . .  
How a b o u t  down i n  W a l l a c e  and K e l l o g g  and t h a t  a r e a ?  
I have  no c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h a t .  
Yea. I was j u s t  w o n d e r i n g .  I t  used  t o  be  l e g a l  down 
t h e r e ,  wasnl t i t ?  
W e l l ,  l e t ' s  say  i t  w a s n ' t  i l l e g a l .  
I t  w a s n ' t  i l l e g a l .  Why i s  t h a t ?  I ' v e  h e a r d  a  few s t o r i e s .  
I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know. I t e l l  you,  i t  b r o u g h t  more  
damn money i n t o  t h a t  t own .  
You t a l k i n g  a b o u t  S t .  M a r i e s ?  
Yes. Those l u m b e r j a c k s ,  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s ,  you  
know, come i n t o  town  h a v i n g  a  l i t t l e  f u n - - i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  
have  t h o s e  g a l s  t h e r e  t h e y ' d  head f o r  Spokane o r  s o m e t h i n g .  
I t ' s  j u s t  been r e c e n t l y  t h a t  t h e y  have  done some k i n d  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t o  make i t  i l l e g a l ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  
Oh, I d o n ' t  know. 
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We a r e  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  e t h n i c  g roups  
and how p e o p l e  v iewed  e t h n i c  g roups .  Were t h e r e  any 
Ch inese  t h a t  l i v e d  a round  h e r e ?  
Ve ry ,  v e r y ,  few. Very  few, and when I was a  k i d ,  g o i n g  t o  
s c h o o l  i n  t h i s  town t h e r e  was o n l y  one b l a c k  f a m i l y  i n  
town.  He was a  j a n i t o r  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l .  
What d i d  t h e y  Ch inese  used t o  do; t h e  ones t h a t  were h e r e ?  
W e l l  t h e r e  one, he was cook f o r  t h e  man who owned t h e  Coeur 
d l A l e n e  M i l l .  He s c a r e d  me t o  d e a t h  when I was a  l i t t l e  
k i d  abou t  ... I used t o  b r i n g  h im  down b u t t e r  and 
bu t t e rme l k .  rind-Jeez~the-firsttime-come-downnnand walk--- 
i n  t h a t  k i t c h e n  and saw t h a t  guy and t h e r e  he has a  b i g  o l d  
b u t c h e r  k n i f e  i n  h i s .  . .he had a  queue t o o .  I ' d  n e v e r  seen 
a  Chinese.  B u t  he was a  h e l l  o f  a  n i c e  guy.  
Were t h e r e  many I t a l i a n s  i n  t h i s  a rea?  
L o t s  o f  them. 
Was t h e r e  any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  k i n d s  o f  work t h a t  
d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  g roups  d i d ;  l i k e  would  I t a l i a n s  do one 
k i n d  o f  work,  Swedes do a n o t h e r ?  
W e l l  1'11 t e l l  you,  Swedes a r e  s a w m i l l  p e o p l e .  They l i k e  
t o  p i l e  boa rds ,  and work i n  t h e  m i l l s .  
How abou t  Norweg ians?  
W e l l  t h e y ' r e  t h e  same t h i n g .  
Now how a b o u t  I t a l i a n s ;  do t h e y  do a n y t h i n g  s p e c i a l ?  
W e l l ,  t h e y  wave t h e i r  arms a  l o t  when t h e y  t a l k .  He-he. 
I see.  
B u t ,  oh, I d o n ' t  know you f i n d  a  l i t t l e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g ,  I 
t h i n k  you f i n d  l o t  o f  I t a l i a n s  i n  r e s t a u r a n t  work and 
r a i l r o a d  work,  and.. . 
Why were t h e r e  n e v e r  any b l a c k s  up a round  t h e s e  p a r t s .  
I d o n ' t  know. We have v e r y  few now. Even now we have v e r y  
few. The ones we do have a r e  p e o p l e  f r om  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  
o f  A f r i c a .  B u t  t h e y ' r e  coming i n  more and more.  T h e r e ' s ,  
so f a r ,  o r ,  we 've l e a r n e d  how t o  l i v e  w i t h  them. 
Was t h e r e  any k i n d  o f  i n i t i a t i o n ;  a  k i n d  o f  an i n - h o u s e  
t y p e  o f  i n i t i a t i o n  t h e y  used t o  do t o  boatmen; t h e  young 
boatmen g e t t i n g  i n ?  Th ings  l i k e  send t h e  boatman o f f  t o ,  
send a  young one o f f  t o  g e t  a  skyhook,  o r  some th i ng  l i k e  
t h a t ?  

FM: Oh, t h e r e ' s  a lwa  s  l i t t l e  j o k e s  and s t u f f ,  b u t  no.  T h e r e ' s  
a lways  a  l o t  o f  F h a t  s t u f f .  

DB: Was i t  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be a  dangerous l i n e  o f  work,  w o r k i n g  
on t h e  b o a t s ?  

FM: No. 
DB: No. B u t .  .. 
FM: We l o s t  v e r y  few p e o p l e ,  and h u r t  v e r y  few p e o p l e .  
DB: B u t  i t  was h a r d  work ,  I t a k e  i t ?  
FM: W e l l ,  back i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  days ,  i t  was t o u g h  work.  I t e l l  

you,  you t a k e  i n  t h e  c o l d  seasons--and March was t h e  
w o r s t - - y o u ' d  be wet ,  you know. You 'd  be back  i n  t h o s e  
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booms, wet  above y o u r  k n e e s ,  and j u s t  a  p a i r  o f  c o r k  shoes ,  
o r  s o m e t h i n g  on y o u  know. And w e ' d  have  w o o l  p a n t s  and  
s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  and w o o l  j a c k e t s .  And you  c a n  keep  warm 
i n  w o o l .  Now, n o b o d y t d  do t h a t  anymore.  
Would p e o p l e  c o m p l a i n  v e r y  much, on  w o r k i n g  on t h e  b o a t s ?  
O r  w o u l d  t h e y  j u s t  l o n g - s u f f e r .  
They a l l  l o v e d  i t .  
They l o v e d  i t .  
You b e t c h a l .  You w o u l d  a l w a y s  fill y o u r  work c rew.  I t e l l  

y n l r w w b y 1 - h a u s e i  - - -- - -- n-husine -he r  e  s no t w o  _days a l i k e *  -- - -- 

No two  d a y s  a l i K E v W d a y  i s m e t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t .  
D i f f e r e n t  a d v e n t u r e ,  d i f f e r e n t .  And o n    on day I g o t t a t  go 
o v e r  and p u l l  dead heads o f f  a  600,  700 f o o t  w a t e r  l i n e .  
So I c a n  d r i v e  p i l i n g  a l o n g  s i d e  o f  i t ,  s o  t h e y  c a n  b r i n g  a  
d r e d g e  i n  t h e r e ,  and d r e d g e d  i t  w i t h o u t  t e a r i n g  t h e  w a t e r  
l i n e  u p  t o o  much. And t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I t ' s  an  
i n t e r e s t i n g  work .  
(BREAK I N  TAPE) 
S i x t e e n  t o  One Bay,  you  were  s a y i n g .  
Yea, yea .  I t ' s  j u s t  u p  o n  t h e  s o u t h  end  o f  t h e  l a k e .  And 
a l l  t h e  gay l a d i e s  u p  i n  H a r r i s o n ,  y o u  know. T h e y ' d  had a  
good season  o r  s o m e t h i n ' ,  t h e y  wan ted  t o  have  a  v a c a t i o n .  
T h e r e  were  1 6  o f  them u p  i n  H a r r i s o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  So, 
t h e y  g e t s  a  b i g  f i s h i n g  b o a t  t o  t a k e  them down t o  t h i s  
l i t t l e  bay  t h e r e  w h i c h  w a s n ' t  named a t  t h a t  t i m e .  So, t h e y  
h i r e d  one guy t o  go a l o n g  and c u t  wood and b u i l d  f i r e s  and 
do t h e  camp c h o r e s  and s t u f f .  So t h a t ' s  how i t  g o t  i t s  
name. S i x t e e n  t o  One. He-he. 
Ha-ha-ha. T h a t ' s  g r e a t .  T h a t ' s  g r e a t .  When was t h a t ,  
back  i n  t h e  ' 2 0 s ?  
A t  l e a s t  t h a t  f a r  back .  Maybe ' 3 0 s .  

(END OF TAPE 7 ;  SIDE 1 )  


