
I d a h o  P a n h a n d l e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t  
O c t o b e r  22,  1979 
P e t e r s o n / B a r t o n  Tape 13;  S i d e  2  

DP: 
DB: 
DP: 

DB: 
DP: 

DB: 
DP: 

DB: 
DP: 

DB: 
DP: 

DB: 

DP: 

DB: 

DP: 

DB: 
DP: 

DB: 
DP: 

... t h e y  i n t e r r e d  d u r i n g  W o r l d  War 11, b u t  n o t  t o o  many. 
Were any o f  t h o s e  camps up h e r e  i n  N o r t h  I d a h o ?  
They h a d  ... t h e  o n l y  ones we had  was f o r  Germans. We h a d  
some German i n t e r r e e s  o f f  s h i p s ,  and t h a t - - t h a t  were  i n  
p o r t  when W o r l d  War I 1  was d e c l a r e d .  
Where was t h a t ;  where were  t h e y  k e p t ?  
One o f  t hem was a t  P r i e s t  Lake .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  
one,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know j u s t  where t h e y  had i t .  
Remember where  a t  P r i e s t  l a k e ?  
I t  was j u s t  . . .  I c a n ' t  remember wha t  t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  Hand 
F l a t s ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  y o u  g e t  t o  t h e  P r i e s t  L a k e  Ranger  
S t a t i o n  t h e r e  was an o l d  3C camp, t h a t  t h e y  k e p t  them a t .  
How l o n g  were  t h e y  k e p t  t h e r e ,  and how many were  t h e r e ?  
I c a n ' t  remember how many t h e r e  was. Seemed t o  me t h e r e  
was a r o u n d  4 0  o f  'em. 
Were t h e y  f r o m  San F r a n c i s c o ,  o r  . . .  ? 
God, i f  I remember r i g h t ,  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  them were  o f f  
s h i p s  t h a t  were  i n  New York ,  F r i s c o ,  S e a t t l e ,  d i f f e r e n t  
p l a c e s .  
How a b o u t  b l a c k s ;  have  t h e r e  e v e r  been  many b l a c k s  a r o u n d  
h e r e ?  
No t  many o f  them, no.  I d o n ' t  know why; S a n d p o i n t ,  a t  one 
t i m e ,  and B o n n e r s  t o o ,  had l a w s  a g a i n s t  b l a c k  p e o p l e .  I 
c a n  remember t h e  p o l e  y a r d  dad worked  f o r ,  t h e  guy t h a t  
owned i t ,  went  down s o u t h  o v e r  v a c a t i o n ,  and he  b r o u g h t  a  
c o l o r e d  m a i d  b a c k .  And, I n e v e r  knew she was even  i n  town  
f o r  f o u r  y e a r s .  Nobody e v e r  seen h e r .  K e p t  h e r  s t r i c t l y  
i n  t h e  house.  An a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  was when I become aware 
t h a t  t h e y  had  a  l a w  a g a i n s t  b l a c k s .  Some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  up 
h e r e  a r e  p r e t t y  p r e j u d i c e d - - e v e n  y e t .  Why--I  d o n ' t  know. 
I have  one more q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  l o g g i n g .  When y o u  s t a r t e d  
l o g g i n g  f o r  some ... t h e  p r i v a t e  company; were t h e y  s t i l l  
b u i l d i n g  t h e  p o l e  and t h e  p l a n k  r o a d s ,  t h e  way t h e y  u s e d  t o ?  
No, t h e y  were,  t h e y  were  p r e t t y  w e l l  s t a r t i n g  t o  b u i l d  m a i n  
l o g g i n g  r o a d s ,  t h i s  t y p e  o f  t h i n g .  
What was t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  p o l e  and a  p l a n k  r o a d ?  
Y o u r  p o l e  r o a d . . . t h e  Queen M o u n t a i n  r o a d  s t i l l  h a s  
i t  ... t h e y  j u s t  t o o k .  . .when t h e y  come t o  a  bog h o l e  t h e y  
j u s t  l a y  l o g s  i n  i t .  Push them down i n t o  i t  and t h e n  y o u  
j u s t  d r o v e  o v e r  t h e  t o p  o f  y o u r  l o g s .  
So t h e y  were j u s t  l a y i n g  l e n g t h w i s e ,  s i d e  by  s i d e  . . .  
S i d e  b y  s i d e .  Yea. C r o s s  ways o f  t h e  r o a d .  And i t  f e l t  
l i k e .  ..I w o n ' t  say  c o r d u r o y ,  b u t  i t ' s  worse  t h a n  b r i c k s  
because  when y o u r  w h e e l  goes i n t o  one o f  t h o s e  d i p s ,  
be tween  t h e  l o g s ,  i t  r e a l l y  shakes  y o u  up.  Your  p l a n k  r o a d  
was one when t h e y  t o o k  and l a i d  a  beam o n  each  s i d e  o f  t h e  



r o a d - - a n d  one down t h e  c e n t e r - - a n d  p u t  p l a n k s  o n  i t ;  j u s t  
l i k e  a  b r i d g e .  The o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a  b r i d g e  and  i t  
was, t h a t  t h e  s i l l s  l a i d  r i g h t  on  t h e  g r o u n d .  Never  d i d  
see t o o  many o f  t h o s e .  The mos t  i n t e r e s t i n g  one I e v e r  
seen,  was Diamond M a t c h ' s ,  up i n  R a p i d  L i g h t n i n g .  They 
b u i l t  c u r b i n g ,  r i g h t  u p  t h e  c r e e k ,  and  r u n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
r i g h t  o v e r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  c r e e k .  And I d o n ' t  know i f  
t h e r e ' s  any o f  t h a t  l e f t  o r  n o t .  

DB: A b o u t  where was t h a t  l o c a t e d  a t ?  
DP: T h a t  was u p  ... a h  ... o h ,  God.. .been s o  many y e a r s  s i n c e  I ' v e  

been up  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  i t  was up  n e a r  Camp F i f t e e n .  
P r o b a b l y  a b o u t  20 m i l e s  u p  t h e  c r e e k .  

DB: And Camp F i f t e e n  i s  i n  wha t  r e l a t i o n  t o  B o n n e r s  F e r r y ?  
DP: I t  w o u l d  b e  s o u t h - e a s t  o f  h e r e .  I t  w o u l d  be  n o r t h - e a s t  o f  

S a n d p o i n t .  
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