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Construction of the Heartland
‘Expressway from Denver to
_Rapid City, S.D., is paving the
way for more vacatlon opportuni
© ties in western Nebraska and’

~ South Dakota.

Geologic wonders, includi
world-class fossil finds, make
this a tourist’s paleontolo V COr=w.
ridor from the Wildcat Hills of
Gering, Neb., to the Black Hills
and Badlands of South Dakota.

- Fossils from here go to:mu-
~ seum exhibits, and recent finds
*‘ have helped scientists dlseovep
‘the history of such mammals as
horses and dogs. d i
_Travelers from eastern Ne-
braska can start their discoveries:
at two landmarks on pioneer
.-""' ails heading west — Chimne
‘=& Rock and Scotts Bluff National
-" Vlonument — and then head north L
", to discover the riches of the plan-
M4l et’sancient past.
~ There is enough in the corrldor y
W to offer at least a week’s worth of
adventures. Even families who
#4 ordinarily rush through western
" Nebraskato reach the Black Hills .
] d Mount Rushmore can allow
anextra day to explore.
‘Just remember to leave any
] sils where you find them. It i
- against the law to collect verte
‘brate (animals with backbone
fossils on publiclands. P Haa ‘ P F s ! TSRS TON T
“Nebraska is famous for verte- " ( 1 i ] s P e o), ‘-':*'v*'.-
‘brate fossils over the last 40 mil- : ; J A e " 15 L e i
!. n years,” paleontologist Bruce . i g i 1 - ey . ¥
Bailey said. “Many deposits re- .
‘mainbecauseitissoarid.”
- The fossil collections at Agate
Fossil Beds in northwest Ne:
braska are remarkable because
selentlsts found entire skeleto
" inone location, Bailey said.
A ut a fossil site in Wildcat Hills
] r Gering is probably the rich-
: 'est in terms of diversity. In the re-
ains of an ancient river there,
¢ | scientists have identified bones
of 44 different species, mcludln 2
t least two tha
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