DECISION MEMO
Appalachian Trail Re-Route at Coon Den Ridge

USDA Forest Service
Chattooga Ranger District (Union County)
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest

1. DECISION

| have made the decision to re-route 2500 feet of the Appalachian Trail on Coon Den
Ridge. This section of trail is located in the Mark Trail Wilderness.

| have determined that this project falls under a category in the Forest Service
Handbook 1909.15 that excludes it from documentation in an environmental impact
statement or an environmental assessment. The specific category is Section 31.2
#1- Construction and Reconstruction of Trails.

| have also determined that there are no extraordinary circumstances existing that
may cause the project to have significant effects.

2. PURPOSE AND NEED

The project site is located in Management Prescription 1.A Designated Wilderness
Area. The re-route of the Appalachian Trail near Coon Den ridge is designed to
replace a steep, eroding section of the trail. Forest Plan Goal # 34 and Forest wide
Standard-121 directs that trails do not adversely affect soil and water quality. In
addition, standard 1.A -019(F) specifically relates to relocation of the AT for
protection of soil, water, vegetation, and long term maintenance. This project was
identified to bring this section of trail into compliance.

3. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

The district mailed a Scoping Letter to over 40 forest users informing them of the
proposed re-route near Coon Den Ridge. Recipients were provided detailed
information as to the scope of the project in the February 22, 2005 letter and given
30 days to contact the district with comments and/or concerns. There was one
response received.

4. MITIGATION SPECIFIC TO THE AT OR WILDERNESS?

Barriers will be placed at both ends of the portion of the existing trail once the re-
route is complete. Remediation work will be completed to return the closed section
to its original natural state. This project will include the burial of all waterbars, check
dams, etc. and reclamation to natural habitat within the closed area.



In an effort to assure that future increases in population, settlement expansions, and
growing mechanization would not occupy and/or modify all areas within the United
States; Congress passed the Wilderness Act of 1964. The premise of the Act is to
preserve and protect designated lands in their natural condition. This project is
within the Mark Trail Wilderness and is governed by the Wilderness Act. (See project
file)

As a result of the Wilderness Act of 1964, wilderness administrators must complete a
Minimum Requirement Decision Guide (MRDG) to ensure that proposed actions have
been analyzed and that, from viable alternatives, a decision for implementation is
made that least affects the wilderness. (See project file)

5. FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OTHER LAWS

As required by the National Forest Management Act of 1976, | have determined that
this action is consistent with the Forest Plan. Per the results of a site-specific cultural
resource survey, the Forest Archaeologist has determined, after conducting several
shovel test, that this project will have no effect on any sites along the trail re-route. A
Biological Evaluation has been completed with a determination of no affect. (Project
file)

6. IMPLEMENTATION DATE

This project may be implemented immediately.

7. ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW OR APPEAL

This decision is not subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 215.12 (F)

8. CONTACT PERSON

For further information concerning this decision contact Recreation Specialist,
Janice Miller or Acting, Deputy Ranger Steve Cole at the Chattooga Ranger District,
P. O. Box 1960, Clarkesville, GA 30523, or by phone (706) 754-6221.

9. SIGNATURE OF RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL

/s/ David W. Jensen

DAVID W. JENSEN Date: May 17,2005

District Ranger
Chattooga Ranger District

Attch: Project Area Map



