
MUSHROOM 
GUIDE  

 Can I use my off-road vehicle to look for 
mushrooms? 

 
No. Vehicles (including ATVs, 4-
wheelers, motorcycles, or bicycles) are 
not allowed off of Forest Roads and 
Trails.  This will provide  protection to 
help water  resources and wildlife, and 
prevent soil erosion and damage to sen-
sitive landscapes. 
 
 Can I purchase another 21-day com-

mercial gathering permit after the first 
one expires?   

 
It depends on current conditions. Forest 
Officials will determine if capacity and 
other factors warrant the continuation 
of the commercial mushroom gathering 
season.  
 
 Where can I camp once designated 

campsites are full? 
 
If Forest Officials determine that capacity 
has been reached in designated camping 
areas, commercial permit holders will 
need to seek accommodations outside 
the National Forest. 
 
 Will Mushroom Buyer Permits be sold  

at either the Boise or Payette National 
Forest? 

 
No.  At this time neither Forest antici-

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS PAYETTE & BOISE 
NATIONAL FORESTS 

2009 

Both free personal use permits and commercial 
permits are available at the Cascade and McCall 
Ranger District Offices, or at the Yellow Pine 
Store.  Valid permits may be used on either the 
Boise or Payette National  Forest.  No permit is 
required to gather mushrooms for personal use in 
areas that are outside of  designated  commercial 
gathering areas. 

In forested areas beware of falling snags and 
stump holes, especially in burned areas. For in-
formation about hazards in burn areas, contact 
your local Ranger District Office. 

allow mushroom buyers to operate on Na-
tional Forest lands. 
 
 Can I gather mushrooms for commercial 

purposes in areas not designated for 
“Commercial Gathering”? 

 
No.  Commercial gathering may only take 
place in areas identified on the 2009 Mush-
room Map as “Open to Commercial Gather-
ing”. All other areas have been set aside for 
personal use mushroom gathering or are 
areas where no mushroom gathering is al-
lowed. 
 
 Can I gather mushrooms for personal use in 

areas designated as “Open to Commercial 
Gathering”? 

 
Yes, but a free Personal Use Permit  is re-
quired and must be in your possession while 
doing so. 
 

Cascade Ranger District Headquarters 
540 North Main Street 
Cascade, ID 83611 
Phone: 208-382-7400 
 
McCall Ranger District Headquarters 
102 West Lakeside Avenue 
McCall, ID 83638 
Phone:  208-634-0400 
 
Yellow Pine Store 
Yellow Pine, ID  83677 
Phone:  208-633-3300 

For Permits and Information 



 

Personal Use:  Personal use permits may be ob-
tained free of charge at the Cascade or McCall 
Ranger District Offices or at the Yellow Pine Store.  
Valid personal use permits may be used on either 
the Boise or the Payette National Forest.  No per-
mit is required to gather mushrooms for personal 
use in areas that are not designated as “Open for 
Commercial Gathering” on the 2009 map.  A free 
personal use permit is required in areas that are 
designated as “Open for Commercial Gathering”.  
Persons gathering for personal use may have no 
more that five (5) gallons of mushrooms in their 
possession. Mushrooms gathered for personal use 
may not be sold, bartered, or given away.  

Commercial Use:  Mushrooms may be gathered 
for commercial purposes only in those areas identi-
fied as “Open for Commercial Gathering” on the 
2009 Mushroom map.  Each person gathering mush-
rooms for commercial use must have a valid Com-
mercial Permit in their possession while gathering 
and transporting mushrooms.  Commercial Permits 
will not be sold to anyone under the age of 18 year 
old. Commercial mushroom pickers are required to 
present an acceptable form of identification such as  
a Birth Certificate, Green Card, State ID, Forest Ser-
vice ID, Passport, National ID, Tribal ID, or other 
identification issued by a Federal or State Govern-
ment  upon purchasing a permit.  A 21-day commer-
cial gathering permit costs $200. Permits for other 
time periods will not be sold. Valid commercial 
gathering permits may be used on either the Payette 
or the Boise National Forest.  Commercial use per-
mits may be purchased at McCall and Cascade 
Ranger Districts and the Yellow Pine Store. 

 

 

 PERMITS, FEES & REQUIREMENTS 

Commercial Camping :  Individuals gathering 
mushrooms for commercial purposes and camping 
on National Forest lands must camp at a desig-
nated campsite shown on the 2009 Mushroom 
Map.  Commercial gatherers are prohibited from 
camping elsewhere on the National Forest. 

Boise National Forest - The Transfer Site along 
Warm Lake Highway (FH 22) will be the only desig-
nated commercial campsite on the Boise. The capacity 
of this site is limited to 100 individuals. 

Payette National Forest—Seven (7) commercial 
camping areas have been identified on the forest.  
Three sites are off of Forest Road 21, and another 
three are off of Forest Road 48.  An additional site is 
located on Monumental/Thunder Mountain Road.  See 
map for specific commercial campsite locations. All 
garbage must be packed out.  No trash disposal will be 
permitted on site. 

 Pick up and pack out your trash & and any-
thing you bring with you. 

 Motorized vehicles are not allowed on 
closed roads or off existing roads.  

 Human waste may be disposed of by burying 
a minimum of 18 inches deep and 300 feet 
away from any water source or open road. 

 Discharging firearms in campsites is prohib-
ited. 

 Do not leave cigarette butts on the ground. 
 Always carry your permit (if required) and 

your identification while harvesting.   
 Do not drink untreated water from  a pond, 

lake, or stream.  If you use surface water, use 
a water filter or boil water for 3-5 minutes. 

 You are required to know the regulations 
affecting the area where you harvest.  Know 
where harvesting is allowed. 

 Park outside designated campsites and do 
not block trails, gates, or roads. 

 All mushroomers have a right to pick in 
“your” area. 

 Park outside camping areas. Save these sites 
for people using the designated camp-
grounds. 

 Understand fishing regulations because sev-
eral fishing areas and species are catch and 
release only. 

 No mushroom harvesting is allowed in Wil-
derness areas. 

A FEW THINGS TO REMEMBER 

Types of Permits & Fees 
*Mushroom gathering for both personal use 
and commercial use is not permitted 
within one mile on either side of the South 
Fork Salmon River from Warm Lake High-
way north to the confluence of the South 
Fork and the East Fork of the South Fork 
Salmon River. (See Map) 

*Commercial mushroom gathering is not 
permitted within that area in the vicinity of 
Warm lake bounded by Forest Highway 22 
and Forest Road 579 on the north, forest 
Road 474.2 on the west, Lodgepole Creek 
on the south, and the main ridge dividing the 
South Fork Salmon River drainage from the 
Johnson Creek drainage on the east. (See 
Map) 

Camping Information 

2009 Mushroom Map 
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