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GET READY FOR THE BLUEBIRDS

HOT SPRINGS, AR—“Bluebirds are beginning to look for places to build their nests and it is time to make sure that you have their nest boxes ready,” according to Jerry Davis, Wildlife Biologist for the Ouachita National Forest.  “Some bluebirds have been roosting in their old boxes during the cold winter nights, and will now begin looking for spring nest sites.”

It is time to clean and repair nest boxes.  Bluebirds may nest several times during the same year, so it is important to clean out the old nest each time, after the young birds fly.  The same pair may nest in the same house, three times in one year.  

“You can put several houses up, but only one pair of bluebirds will likely occupy an area.  Bluebirds are territorial and protect about a two-acre space from other bluebirds,” Davis said.  “Carolina chickadees and tufted titmice need nest sites and may use the extra boxes.”  

Bluebirds provide good insect control for gardens.  They like their boxes in open grassy areas, within 25-feet of a snag or live tree.  Boxes should have a 5-by-5 inch floor space, a depth of 8 inches, with the 1½- inch hole 6 inches above the floor.  Boxes should never have wooden perches, according to Davis.  A box front with cut grooves inside and out and a rough surface for the birds to catch their claws in is best.  

After cleaning the boxes, make sure that they have predator guards.  Without this, a nest box becomes a cat and rat snake feeder. 

For more information, contact your local district wildlife biologist, or Jerry W. Davis in the Supervisor’s Office, P.O. Box 1270, Hot Springs, AR 71902 or call (501) 321-5202.
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