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Chimney Chatter Season Begins

HOT SPRINGS, AR—Few birds are as well suited to their name as the Chimney Swift.  “These birds are designed for fast flight,” said Jerry W. Davis, Wildlife Biologist for the Ouachita National Forest.  “It will not be long before they return from Peru to the same chimneys they nested in last year.”

Swifts are birds of the air and rarely touch the ground.  They feed, drink, and occasionally even mate in flight.  They use their large mouths to trap insects in midair, and scoop water from the surface of ponds and streams.  Before European settlers arrived and began clearing forestland, Chimney Swifts nested in large hollow trees.

“Like many other neotropical migrants, the Chimney Swift population has been decreasing for several decades,” Davis said.  “Many return from Peru to find capped chimneys or traditional chimneys replaced by capped metal flues.”

There are ways homeowners can help the swift.  Before the birds arrive, usually in March, have chimneys cleaned by a chimney sweep.  This can be done safely anytime before nesting season.  For houses without a chimney, building a Chimney Swift tower can attract the birds.

The birds are not a threat to humans and their nests are not considered a fire hazards.  Any nest debris or young birds can be kept out of the fireplace by keeping the flue damper closed.  In addition, Chimney Swifts consume countless flies and mosquitoes each year.

“Swifts can be a delightful nature learning experience,” Davis said.  “They need your help, understanding, and tolerance.”  Davis continued, “If you are one of the lucky ones, maybe you will soon hear chattering in your chimney.”
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