Richardson Bottoms Wildlife Viewing Area
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LOCATION
Richardson Bottoms is located in both Garland and Montgomery counties.  From Story (Montgomery County), travel east on Arkansas Highway 298 for 5.5 miles to Forest Service Road 37300 and a sign for Richardson Bottoms.  Turn right and follow signs 2.5 miles to the area.

 
WILDLIFE VIEWING

This area, located in the Arkansas part of the Ouachita National Forest, harbors a unique combination of plants and standing water that provides opportunities for seeing wildlife not found in the more characteristic pine/hardwood forests nearby.  The marsh provides nurseries for waterfowl, wading birds and songbirds, a place for water dependent species such as turtles, frogs and salamanders, and an abundance of insects.  All of these are linked in complex food webs that reach far beyond the marsh boundaries.  Commonly seen wildlife includes deer, beaver, wood ducks, mallards and turtles, plus (seasonally) songbirds such as scarlet tanagers, orioles, finches and indigo buntings.  Springs and summer are the best times to see wading birds.  Herons have used the site as a rookery.

DESCRIPTION

This 100-acre site is an upland marsh in a former loblolly pine plantation.  The 40-45 acre marsh was created when beavers dammed a small creek and flooded the plantation, killing the trees.  The Forest Service acquired the site in a land exchange with a timber company.

 

An area along the road has been widened for parking, and a 150-foot trail leads to an elevated viewing area over the marsh.  Maps are available at the Jessieville Ranger District, P.O. Box 189, 8607 Highway 7 N, Jessieville, AR  71949.  The phone number for the Jessieville Office is 501-984-5313.

The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission has published the Arkansas Watchable Wildlife Guide, which identifies 89 prime wildlife-viewing areas in Arkansas that provide unique opportunities for viewing wildlife. For additional information visit the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission’s website at http://www.agfc.com/education/just_for_teachers/watchable.html
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