Ouachita National Forest Guide to Permitting Special Uses 
The Ouachita National Forest authorizes some recreational and other uses of public lands through a special use permit process.   Typical recreational activities authorized by special use permits are geocaching (gee-oh cashing), competitive recreation events, outfitter or guiding services, or large groups of people (over 75).  Common types of non-recreational activities permitted on the Forest are private driveways, power transmission or distribution lines, rural water lines, communication towers, and scientific research.  All special use proposals are screened for consistency with the Forest Plan, law and policy.  An annual land use fee is charged based on the type of special use permit, and most applications require the payment of a processing fee to cover part of the cost of issuing the permit.  Those proposed uses that pass the screening process may receive a special use permit. 

Noncommercial recreational activities such as virtual geocaches, picnicking, hiking, camping, hunting and fishing, and boating do not require a special use authorization.  
For the Ouachita National Forest, contact your nearest Ranger District office (listed below) prior to engaging in an activity that requires a special use permit. Please visit the Ozark National Forest web page at www.aokforests.com for information specific to that forest.
WHATS’ HOT NOW!

Due to the recent interest in geocaches on the Ouachita National Forest, listed below is some information specific to that use:
· Geocachers must abide by any and all applicable federal rules and regulations contained in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).

· Participants of geocaching must restrict their activities to areas that are open to the public. Caches located on closed roads may only be accessed by foot.

· Caches should last no more than one year. Notify the Ranger District Office upon removal.

· Access routes and caches should avoid fragile areas, such as rock shelters, caves, bogs, wetlands, steep slopes, historic structures, and other sensitive sites. Do not use areas closed to the public.

· Adhere to all rules and regulations posted at developed recreation sites.

· Traditional cache sites are prohibited within wilderness areas. Virtual caches are allowed. 
· Do not interfere with or detract from the experiences of other visitors.
· Do not dig soil or cut vegetation when developing a cache.  Do not hide a cache under water.
· Caches should be no more than 12” on any side. 
· Caches must not contain any food or hazardous materials.

· Containers must be non-breakable, animal resistant and have a closing mechanism to prevent contact with the cache contents with wildlife or the elements. The cache owner’s name, address and telephone number should be labeled on the outside so that it would not be mistaken as hazardous materials.

· Competitive events involving caches will be administered as recreation events.
· Persons desiring to place a physical geocache on the forest must provide the district with the GPS coordinates of the location proposed for the cache.  Make application at the Ranger District office whose administrative boundaries include the cache location. 

Geocaches may be authorized by the district manager through the special use permit process.  A potential fee determination will be made after the district has reviewed the proposal.   . 

GEOCACHING BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The Global Positioning System (GPS), a series of navigational satellites was originally developed by the U.S. Department of Defense for military use. The satellites were predominately designed for navigation. For national security reasons, data available to the public had a lesser degree of accuracy than that available to the military. That changed May 1, 2000, when the public was granted greater accuracy. The first public cache was hidden near Portland, Oregon on May 3, 2000 as a way of celebrating the removal of selective availability and geocaching was born.  Geocaching is growing sport that combines a sense of adventure and a love of the outdoors with technical gadgetry. The geocaching sport involves using a handheld Global Positioning System (GPS) along with designated coordinates to locate a hidden cache of various items or to locate a particular area of interest. 

How Geocaching Works 
A cache is started when a geocacher using a GPS unit places a cache and posts the coordinates of the cache on a geocaching web site. Other geocachers then can search for the cache. Once the geocacher finds the cache, they may take an item, leave an item and sign the log. The geocacher then posts information about their search and other geocachers can follow the history of the cache. 
Things You Should Know

General Geocaching Rules 
· Take something from the cache 

· Leave something in the cache 

· Write about it in the logbook 

· Tread Lightly 

· Do not leave food, weapons, alcohol or anything harmful to others or the environment 

· Do not move the cache 

Types of Caches:
· The prize or "Traditional Cache" could be anything. Typically it's a container of some sort in which people leave dime store trinkets, a journal for you to record notes with your name and date you found cache, or disposable cameras to help you prove you were there. The idea is to take an item and leave something in its place. Once found; a cache may provide the visitor with a wide variety of rewards. 

· The other type is a “Virtual Cache”. A virtual cache does not require you to leave anything. An example of this would be to list coordinates on web site of a location. The ‘cache hunters’ find the site and then make their own photo at the site, then email the photo to the person who hid the cache, or if taking a photo is not an option, a description of the site could be emailed to them. This option is sort of like playing the “I Spy” game with a location instead of an object. Another option is to use a web cam to document the photos. 

For more general information about Geocaching please visit www.geocaching.com
Ouachita National Forest

Supervisor’s Office

100 Reserve Street

PO Box 1270

Hot Springs, AR 71902

(501) 321-5202

www.aokforests.com
Caddo/Womble

Ranger District

Caddo Office

912 Smokey Bear Lane

Glenwood, AR 71943

(870) 356-4186

Womble Office

P.O. Box 255

1523 Hwy. 270 E

Mount Ida, AR 71957

(870) 867-2101

Jessieville/Winona/Fourche

Ranger District

Jessieville Office

8607 N. Hwy 7

Jessieville, AR 71949

501-984-5313

Fourche Office

P.O. Box 459, Hwy 10 E.

Danville, AR 72833

479-495-2844

Winona Office (open Tuesdays)
1060 N. Fourche Ave.

Perryville, AR 72126

(Call Jessieville Office)

Mena/Oden

Ranger District

Mena Office

1603 Hwy. 71 N.

Mena, AR 71953

(479) 394-2382
Oden Office

P.O. Box 332

Oden, AR 71953

(Call Mena Office)

Poteau/Cold Springs

Ranger District

Poteau Office

P.O. Box 2255

Jct. of Hwy. 71 & 248

Waldron, AR 72958

(479) 637-4174

Cold Springs Office

P.O. Box 417

2190 E. Main Street

Booneville, AR 72927

(479) 675-3233

Oklahoma Ranger District

Hodgen Office

HC 63, Box 5184

Hodgen, OK 74939

(918) 653-2991
Talihina Office

P.O. Box 577

Talihina, OK 74571

(918) 567-2326

Hochatown Office

Rt. 4, Box 2900

Hwy 259 South @ Hwy. 259Jct 
Broken Bow, OK  74728
(580) 494-6406
