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	Dear Friend of the Forest:




Queen Wilhelmina State Park, as part of Arkansas State Parks, is proposing construction of a water-line to be located on the south side of Rich Mountain on the Mena Ranger District.  This project would provide a source of potable water to Queen Wilhelmina State Park.
The proposed project is located in Township 1 South, Range 32 West, Sec(s) 11,12,13,14, 24, and is within the Rich Mountain Recreation Area, Management Area 2 (Special Interest Area).  The proposal consists of installation of approximately 49,310 linear feet of a 6-inch water-line and construction of at least one lift station.  Arkansas State Parks is requesting a temporary construction easement of 40 feet and a permanent easement of 15 feet to allow for maintenance needs and estimates the project would take approximately 1 year.          
Existing merchantable timber that is identified for removal under this project proposal would be harvested and the Forest Service paid its value in accordance with Forest Service requirements.  All trash would be transported to commercially approved disposal sites off Forest Service managed lands.  Engineer design plans, rehabilitation work, and future maintenance needs would be subject to Forest Service regulations and guidelines.
Well water at Queen Wilhelmina State Park has experienced capacity and quality issues for several years, this new supply would provide safe water for visitors and assist fire suppression of the state park. 

We invite you to participate in the development of this proposal, including the identification of alternative routes you would like to see proposed for this project, any environmental issues associated with implementation of this project proposal and alternative ways to meet the Revised Forest Plan objectives.    
Your input can be submitted to Russell Standingwater @ (479) 394-2382 or e-mail rstandingwater@fs.fed.us   
Your involvement will enable us to better assess concerns of the public.  We will be contacting you shortly with a more detailed proposal and soliciting your comments, which will be considered prior to making the final decision, which is expected in early 2009.  

Thank you for your participation in the management of the Ouachita National Forest, and, particularly, the Mena Ranger District.  

Sincerely,

	/s/ Jim Zornes
	
	

	
	
	

	JIM ZORNES
	 
	 

	District Ranger
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