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	United States

Department of

Agriculture
	Forest

Service
	Ouachita National Forest

Mena/Oden Ranger District
	1603 Highway 71 N

Mena, AR  71953





	File Code:
	1950
	Date:
	June 5, 2009

	Route To:
	(1950)

	
	

	Subject:
	Addendum to Public Scoping and Comment Notice for Washita Watershed
Oden Ranger District

	
	

	To:
	National Forest Stakeholder

	
	

	 


Dear National Forest Stakeholder:
You recently received notice that the Mena/Oden Ranger District proposes to implement management activities for the Washita Watershed
. The public scoping and comment notification document that we mailed to you on June 1, 2009 should have included the following text as the last paragraph on page 20 (in the original document, this was “Enclosure 1, Description of Activities to Change Existing Condition”):
*************************************************************************
Land Administration

Two 40-acre tracts (SE ¼ SE ¼ Section 10, T1S, R24W and NW ¼ SE ¼ Section 10, T1S, R24W) have been identified as a high priority for land exchange due to their inaccessibility and their isolation within tracts of private land. While exchange may not be actively pursued, the Revised Forest Plan Landownership Adjustment Strategy will be used to guide any future adjustment proposals regarding these tracts of land. Land adjustments are completely voluntary transactions for both the Forest Service and private land owners and are completed only after an evaluation determines the action is in the public interest. (Forest Wide Design Criteria – Land Administration, LA002).  

Possible cumulative effects of land exchange will be addressed and analyzed.
*************************************************************************
The notification document should have also included the following text as the last paragraph on page 27 (“Enclosure 2”):

*************************************************************************
Landownership Adjustment Strategy

The primary objective of land adjustment is to achieve the optimum land National Forest System ownership pattern that provides for resource use and protection to meet public needs. Adjustments can also be used to settle claims equitably and properly.  A map of National Forest System lands available for exchange is maintained in the Forest Supervisor’s office, with copies in District Offices. 

The types of lands considered suitable to be conveyed from Forest Service ownership by exchanging away, or granting through the Small Tracts Act, Title Claims, or other law, are as follows (not listed in any order of priority):

1. Lands inside or adjacent to communities or intensively developed private lands, which are determined by the Forest Service to be chiefly valuable for non-National Forest System purposes.

2. Parcels that will serve a greater public need in state, county, city, or other federal agency ownership.

3. Inaccessible parcels isolated from other National Forest System lands. Parcels surrounded by or intermingled with private lands that are judged by the Forest Service to be suitable for exchange.

4. Parcels within major blocks of private land, the use of which is substantially for non-National Forest System purposes.

5. Parcels having boundaries, or portions of boundaries, which cannot be efficiently managed (examples: projecting necks or long, narrow strips of land, etc.).

6. A site-specific analysis will be conducted, and must clearly show that any proposed conveyance meets the laws and regulations governing such conveyance, and that it is in the public interest.

*************************************************************************
As stated in the original public scoping and comment period notification, this project is subject to a formal notice and comment period pursuant to 36 Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) 215.3(a-e) (2003 version). Comments must be postmarked or received within 30 days beginning the day after publication of this notice in the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette.  Written comments should be sent to:  District Ranger Jim E. Zornes, Mena and Oden Ranger Districts, Ouachita National Forest, Attn:  Washita Watershed.  Oral or hand-delivered comments may be made at the Mena Ranger District office at 1603 Highway 71 North, Mena, AR 71953 within the normal weekday business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Comments may also be mailed electronically to the Mena Ranger District office, in a common digital format (without attachments), using the following email address:  comments-southern-ouachita-mena-oden@fs.fed.us.  
Only individuals or organizations that provide comments or otherwise express interest during the comment period will be eligible to appeal.  Include your name, address, and your signature or other means of identification.  For organizations, a signature or other means of identification verification must be provided for the individual authorized to represent your organization.

The District Ranger is the Responsible Official for this project.  Please contact Ayn Shlisky of the Mena and Oden Ranger Districts if you have any specific questions about the watershed and/or proposed opportunities, or need another copy of the original scoping and public comment period notification document.

Thank you for your participation in the development of these proposed land management activities for the Washita Watershed.  We look forward to hearing from you and expect that your active participation will help us make a better-informed decision regarding management of the Mena and Oden Ranger Districts.

	

	/s/ Jim E. Zornes

	JIM E. ZORNES

	District Ranger


� T1N, R24W, Sec 21-23, 25-29, and 32-36; T1S, R24W Sec 1-4, 9-17, and 20-29; T1S, R23W Sec 5-9, 16-21, and 30.
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