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BACKGROUND: 
The Valhalla Pier Erosion Control and Accessibili ty Retrofit Project is located in the 
Fallen Leaf Management Area of the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit in El Dorado 
County, Catifomia. Specifically, the pier lies adjacent to Valhalla Hall and Boathouse 
Theater within the Tallac Historic Site. Refer to the map (Figure 1) for the location of the 
project. 

The pier was reconstructed in 2002 following a storm event that damaged the facility; 
however the original connect ion to the backshore was not replaced at that time. The pier 
is popular with visitors year round as it provides access to unique views of Lake Tahoe. 

PURPOSE AND NEED: 
The purposes of the Valhalla Pier Erosion Control and Accessibility Retrofit Project 
include: (I) protecting the long-tenn water quality of Lake Tahoe by reducing existing 
sediment source near the Valhalla Pier and (2) providing access to the pier consistent 
with Forest Service Outdoor Recreation Accessibili ty Guide lines (FSORAG). Refer to 
Figure 2 for the location of the existing sediment source. 

Current site conditions surrounding the Valhalla Pier include no defined path down to the 
pier. A steep bank is eroded with gullies and visible tree roots due to uncontrolled user 
access. The eroded bank, due to uncontrolled foot travel, is an existing sediment source to 
Lake Tahoe. The Valhalla Pier does not meet the FSORAG requirement for providing 
universal access to the public, including people with disabilities, to important features of 
an area, such as Lake Tahoe. 

PROPOSED ACTION: 
The Valhalla Pier Retrofit Project is illustrated in Figure 3 and includes the follow ing 
act ions: 

I. Remove the existing stairs at the end of the pier and extending the pier to the 
shore with a wooden structure 10 feet wide by 25 feet long (250 square feet) that 
meets FSORAG standards. 



2. The pier extension will be made of materials with an appearance consistent with 
wood structures in the Tallac Historic Site. Visible concrete associated with the 
pier extension or the ADA path will be colored to blend with the surroundings and 
have an exposed aggregate finish . 

3. Build a paved path to connect the Valhalla Pier to the existing paved bike path. 
This action will reduce an existing sediment source by providing a defined route 
to the pier. This accessible path would be paved and approximately 4 feet wide. 

4. Construct stairs beyond the established backshore to connect the pier to the 
existing patio area surrounding the Boathouse Theater. Handrails will be painted 
to visually blend with the surroundings. 

PROJECT DESIGN FEATURES: 
Project design features are elements of the project that are applied in treatment areas. 
These features are developed based 011 Forest Plan direction and site specific evaluations 
in order to reduce or avoid negative environmental impacts of the proposed action. 
Project design features associated with this project include the following: 

Soil Design Features 

1. Erosion control and prevention of sediment transport for this project will be 
implemented in accordance with; USDA. Water Quality Management/or Forest 
System Lands in California - Best Management Practices (USDA 2000). This 
project will also be included in the Region 5, Best Management Practices 
Evaluation Program (BMPEP) monitoring sample pool and will be subject to 
temporary BMP (TBMP) monitoring evaluations while construction is ongoing. 

Biological Design Features 

I. All off-road equipment used on this project shall be washed before moving into 
the project area to ensure that the equipment is free of soi l, seeds, vegetative 
material, or other debris that could contain or hold seeds of noxious weeds. 
Equipment will be considered clean wben visual inspection does not reveal soil, 
seeds, plant material, or other such debris. 

2. All gravel, fill, or other materials are required to be weed-free. Use onsite sand. 
gravel, rock, or organic matter when possible. Otherwise, obtain weed-free 
materials from gravel pits and fill sources that have been surveyed and approved 
by a botanist or ecologist at the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit. 

3. Minimize the amount of ground and vegetation disturbance in the construction 
areas. Reestablish vegetation where feasible on disturbed bare ground to minimize 
weed establishment and infeslalion. Revegetation is especially important in 
staging areas. 
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4. Use weed-free mulches and sced sources. Salvage topsoi l from project area for 
use in onsite revegetation, unless contaminated with noxious weeds. All activities 
that require seedi ng or planting must utilize locally collected nati ve seed sources 
when possible. Plant and seed material should be collected from or near the 
project area, from within the same watershed, and at a similar elevation when 
possible. Persistent non-natives such as Phfellm pro/elISe (culti vated timothy), 
Dactylis glomerata (orchard grass), or Latium spp. (ryegrass) will not be used. 

5. Seed mixes must be approved by a Forest Service botanist. 

6. Staging areas for equipment, materials, or crews will not be sited in weed 
infested areas. See attached map for known infested sites to avoid. 

7. Weed infestations identified before project implementation that are within the 
project area or along travel routes near the project area will be hand treated or 
"flagged and avoided" according to the species present and project constraints. 
Ox-eye daisy is along the road ncar the Valhalla Estate, this infestation must be 
avoided. Ox-eye daisy is highly invasive and likely to spread if equipment mOves 
through the infestation. See Reed and Beyer 2008 Noxious Weed report for map 
of location of known infested s ites to avoid. 

8. After the project is completed the noxious weed coordinator will be notified so 
that the project area can be monitored for 3 years subsequent to project 
implementation to ensure additional non-native invas ive species do not become 
established in the areas affected by the project and to ensure that known non
native invasive species do not spread. 

9. Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be adhered to including installation of 
silt screening in the lake and surrounding the projcct areas in o rder to minimize 
impacts to the lake's water quality and disturbance to fish species such as trout. 

10. If any threatened , endangered, or sensitive species nests, nest trees, or evidence of 
breeding thereof is detected, the Forest Biologist will be contacted. 

Heritage Design Features 

I. Earth disturbing activities will be monitored by Heritage Resources personnel as 
per Stip. lII(c)(5)(1) and Stip. ICc) of the Pacific Southwest Regional 
Programmatic Ah,'Teemcnt with the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

2. In the event historic properties are di scovered during the implementation of this 
undertaking, all project related work must stop immediately, the LTBMU's 
Heritage Resources personnel will be notified at once and the procedures as set 
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forth in Section 800.13 of the Advisory Counci l on Historic Preservations must be 
initiated. 

Recreation Design Features 

I. The public will be notified during construction and will be directed to areas to 
ensure their safety or may be closed during to construction to ensure public safety. 

2. Coordinate with tbe Tahoe Tallac Association during tbe construction period. 

REASONS FOR CATEGORICALLY EXCLUDING THE PROPOSED ACTION: 
CEQ regulations allow Federal agencies to exclude from documentation in an 
environmental assessment (EA) or environmental impact statement (EIS) categories of 
actions that do not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the human 
environment, based on the agency 's experience and knowledge. I have concluded that 
the proposed action fits under FSH 1909.1 5, Chapter 30, Section 31.12 (5), "Repair and 
maintenance of recreation sites and facilities". 36 CFR 220.6(d)(S) 

This proposed action fits within this category because the project scope is limited to the 
pier site and the proposed actions are common construction practices, that normally do 
not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the quality of the human 
environment, a categorical exclusion is appropriate. 

EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES: 
Extraordinary circumstances do not exist which preclude this project under this 
Categorical Exclusion. The following paragraphs address the extraordinary circumstance 
categories associated with the project per 36 CFR 220.6(b). The mere presence of one or 
more of these resource conditions does not preclude use of a categorical exclusion (CE). 
It is the existence ofa cause-effect relationship between a proposed action and the 
potential effect on these resource condi tions and if such a relationship exists, the degree 
of the potential effect of a proposed action on these resource conditions that determine 
whether extraordinary circumstances exist. 36 CFR 220.6(b). 

1. Federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical 
habitat. species proposed for Federal li sting or proposed critical habitat. or 
Forest Service sensitive species The project area was evaluated and 
surveyed for Federally listed and sensiti ve wildlife, fish, and plant species and 
has been documented in letters to the file. 

It has been determined this project will have no effect on Federally listed 
threatened or endangered species or candidate species. It has been further 
determined that this project will not impact Forest Service sensitive species. 

2. Flood plains. wetlands. or municipal watersheds - This project occurs within 
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit Stream Environment Zone (SEZ) beach 
soi ls in close proximjty to barrier beach wet land environments. During 
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demolition and construction activities, short tenn, isolated impacts to wetlands 
and beach soils may occur. However, the proposed action includes standard 
soil, water quality and other BMP's and design features. These design 
features will provide adequate environmental protection consistent with Clean 
Water Act State and other legal requirements and do not constitute an 
extraordinary circumstance. 

There arc no municipal watersheds located within the Lake Tahoe Basin or 
within the project area and therefore this decision will not affect municipal 
watersheds. 

3. Congressionally designated areas. such as wilderness. wilderness study areas, 
or national recreation areas - The Valhalla Pier Project does not lie in or near 
congressionally designated areas. 

4. Inventoried roadless areas - The Valhalla Pier Project is not in or near 
inventoried roadless areas. 

5. Research Natural Areas - The Valhalla Pier Project does not lie in or near the 
boundary of a Research Natural Area. 

6. American Indians and Alaska Native religious or cultural sites - No American 
Indian religious or cultural sites will be affected. The project site has been 
surveyed for archaeological or heritage resources, in accordance with the 
Programmatic Agreement for Compliance with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act for Undertakings on the National Forests of the 
Pacific Southwest Region (PA). These surveys are documented in U.S. Forest 
Service Heritage Resources Report Numbers; CRR-05-1 9-335 and 159 whicb 
can be found at the Forest Supervisor's Office. 

7. Archaeological sites. or historic properties or areas The Valhalla Pier occurs 
within the Tallac Historic Site. The project was reviewed by the Heritage 
Resource department of the LTBMU and was detennined to fall wlder tbe 
referenced stipulations or exemptions of the Regional Programmatic 
Agreement. Provided that resource protection measures as described in 
project design features are implemented no impacts are anticipated. The 
survey is documented in U.S. Forest Service Heritage Resources Project 
Number; TB-2009-011 which can be found at the Forest Supervisor's Office. 

FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OTHER LAWS: 

National Forest Management Act (NFMA) - This Act requires the development of long
range land and resource management plans (Plans). The Lake Tahoe Basin Management 
Unit Land and Resource Management Plan was approved in 1988 as required by this Act. 
It has been amended several times, including the Sierra Nevada Forest Plan Amendment, 
(2004). The amended plan provides for guidance for all natural resource management 
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activities. The Act requires all projects and activities are consistent with the Plan. 
Therefore, a forest plan consistency analysis of standards and guidelines and management 
areas was completed for the project. The project is consistent with management direction 
in the Forest Plan. 

Sensitive Species CForest Service Manual 2670) - The Manual direction requires analysis 
of potential impacts to sensitive species, those species for which the Regional Forester 
has identified population viability is a concern; the project biological evaluation contains 
the sensitive species list and analyses of potential effects to species and their habitats. 
Clean Water Act - The purpose of thi s Act is to restore and maintain the integrity of 
waters. The proposed action is expected to benefit waters within the project area through 
the lifetime of the treatments and includes BMPs to protect soil and water resources 
during project implementation. Stand-specific BMPs would be detennined as described 
in the project design features during field assessments prior to implementation. 

National Historic Preservation Act - The State Historic Preservation Offices of Cali forn ia 
concurred that this project would not adversely affect cultural resources. Project design 
features require surveys for cultural resources prior to implementation and protection of 
these resources when they occur and could be affected by project activities. Surveys for 
cultural resources have been completed for most of the project area and would be 
completed in the remainder prior to project implementation. 

As part of project development and agency scoping for the ValhaJla Pier Erosion Control 
and Accessibility Retrofit Project, the LTBMU contacted the following agencies: 

Cal ifornia State Lands Commission - The Forest Service only owns land down to the 
high water line of Lake Tahoe and currently has a lease with the California State Lands 
Commission for the Valhalla Pier. Since the FSORG pier extension will extend beyond 
the high water line, the Forest Service will be required to obtain a permit from the 
California State Lands Commission. 

Anny Corps of Engineers - Because the FSORAG pier extension will extend beyond the 
high water line, the Forest Service will be required to obtain a permit from the Anny 
Corps of Engineers due to their jurisdiction over navigable waters of the United States. 

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board - Because this project will include work 
and coverage in a beach enviromnent zone, the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control 
Board wi ll be involved accord ing to the Memorandum of Understanding between the 
L TBMU and the LR WQCB. 

Tahoe Regional Planning Agency ITRP A) - This project is exempt under the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the LTBMU and the TRPA. During meetings 
and phone calls with TRPA representat ives, construct ion scheduling and project plans 
were reviewed. 
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT: 
The Valhalla Pier Erosion Control and Accessibility Retrofit Project appeared on the 
LTBMU SOP A list slarting in January. 2008. As part of project development and public 
scoping for the Valhalla Pier Erosion Control and Accessibility Retrofit Project, the 
L TBMU contacted the following agencies: California State Lands Commiss ion, Anny 
Corps of Engineers, Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board, and the Tahoe 
Regional Planning Agency. 

IMPLEMENTATION DATE: 
The planned implementation dale for the Valhalla Pier Access ibility Retrofit Project is 
August, 2009. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW OR APPEAL OPPORTUNITIES: 
The Valhalla Pier Project is not subject to appeal pursuant 10 36 CFR 21 5.12(f) as it is a 
decision «for actions that have been categoricall y excluded from documentation in an EA 
or EIS in FSH 1909.15, Chapter 30, section 31." 

CONTACT PERSON: 

Cheryl Schumacher, Civil Engineer 
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit 
35 College Dr. 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150. 
Phone: (530) 543-2858 
Email : csschumacher@fs.fed.us 

SIGNATURE AND DATE: 
I have concluded that tbis decision may be categorica ll y excluded from 
documentation in an environmental impact statement or environmental assessment as 
it is within one of the categories ident ified by the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 
7 CFR part Ib.3 or one of the categories identified by the Chief of the Forest Service 
in Forest Service Handbook (FSH) 1909.15 sections 31.12 or 31.2. My decision 
concludes that no extraordinary circumstances exist related to the proposed action 
that may result in a significant individual or cumulative effect on the human 
environment, and that the decision is not subject to appeal. My conclusion is based 
on information presented in this document, my familiarity with the project areas and 
the entirety of the project file. 

G/z--O;--fo ':7 
Date 

o st Supervisor, Lake Tahoe Basin Management Uni t 
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