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Lincoln County Resource Advisory Committee 
Kootenai NF Supervisor’s Office 

March 2, 2005 
 

Members Present: 
Group A   Group B    Group C 
Lee Disney   Bill Martin    Gary Huntsberger  
Ken Stevens   Peter Kitts    Rita Windom 
Steve Garrett*   Tim Linehan     
Russ Hudson(via phone) Wayne Hirst      
    Robyn King     
 
          
Members Absent:  
Keith Glover   John Bosworth* excused  Eileen Carney excused 
Bruce Vincent excused      Ralph Heinert 
         Steve Newman* 

   Marianne Roose excused 
*Designates replacement members 
 
Forest Service Present: Bob Castaneda – Designated Federal Officer (DFO), Malcolm 
Edwards – Libby District Ranger, Mike Balboni – Three Rivers District Ranger, Betty 
Holder – Fortine District Ranger, Mark Romey – Operations Officer, Barbara Edgmon – 
RAC Coordinator and Sandi Mason – Facilitator. 
 
Public Present: Jon Jeresek, Gary Altman, Steve Kadel – Western News, Gary and 
Kathy Jones  
 
Meeting Notes: 
Lee Disney led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call was taken. 
The minutes from the January 12, 2005 meeting were approved as written. 
 
Bob Castaneda seated the newly appointed RAC and explained the re-mix of members 
was a result of filling the needed slots in the 3 categories with the applications received. 
 
The Boise State University RAC study results have been released.  There are copies 
available to RAC members or the study can be accessed on line at: 
http://espri.boisestate.edu/.  The Study was based on interviews with RAC members and 
Forest Service employees.  Study showed there were definitely benefits to resources on 
the ground and projects were certainly happening.  Many felt improvements could be 
made to the re appointment procedures and there should be a better monitoring system. 
 
The re authorization of the RACs is currently being considered by Congress.  Rita 
advised that more counties need to authorize RACs and schools need to sign on as 
supporters.   
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Jeanne Robertson provided information on Forest Service contracting procedures for 
service contracts.  Information was presented by a PowerPoint Presentation and all RAC 
members were provided hard copies of the presentation. 
 
Dale Reckley gave an overview of Forest Service construction contracts and the timeline 
for implementing contracts.  All RAC members were provided hard copies of the 
presentation. 
 
Mike Balboni briefed the RAC on stewardship contracts.  The law establishing 
stewardship contracting has been in existence for 10 years and it provides another tool to 
achieve land management goals.  Costs of services are offset by the value of material 
removed; exchange of goods for services. All existing laws such as NEPA, NFMA, etc 
must be followed.  Monitoring is accomplished by multi party review at the National 
level. 
 
Bob advised that there have been 2 stewardship projects completed on the Kootenai NF.  
There are plans for 2 more.  Projects can go on for 10 years but there are not any projects 
large enough on this forest.   Stewardship contracts must follow Federal regulations and 
laws.  Contractors cannot be pre-arranged. 
 
Wayne Hirst advised that the National Oversight Committee is interested in the funding 
of stewardship contracts with RAC funds.       
 
Russ Hudson noted that prescribed burning by the contractor could be a liability issue.  
Mike Balboni responded that all burning is held back for the FS to do. 
 
Betty Holder presented an additional funding request for the Mt Marston road project that 
was approved in 2003 & 2004.  Total RAC money allocated was $101,000; contract bid 
came in at $107, 549.88 and was accepted.  Now that work has started it is apparent that 
the open wood culverts need to be replaced for an additional cost of $4,500. 
 
Motion made and unanimously approved to provide $4,500 to replace the culverts. 
 
Mike Balboni asked the RAC to consider funding a randomly selected Troy YCC crew 
for this summer with the savings from other RAC projects on the Three Rivers Ranger 
District.   
 
Motion made and unanimously approved to fund an 8-member YCC crew and 
leader for the Three Rivers Ranger District with saving from RAC projects. 
 
Gary Huntsberger encouraged other Rangers to submit proposals to fund YCC crews. 
 
Robyn King proposed that the $7,169.14 saved from the Yaak Headwaters project be 
used for sediment source survey work that is scheduled for 2005.  Remaining funding 
needs have already been secured from other Partners to the project.    
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Motion made and unanimously approved to use the $7,169.14 to continue the 
sediment source survey work in 2005. 
 
The National RAC meeting will be held in Sparks, NV on April 14.  The National 
Payment to States meeting will be April 15, 16 and 17 at the same facility.  RACs have 
been advised that RAC funding cannot be used to attend the Payment to States meeting. 
RAC funds can only cover airfare, hotel and meals for the meeting on April 14.  If RAC 
members wish to attend the other meeting they must pay hotel and meals from another 
source. 
 
Rita Windom said the County Commissioners might cover additional expenses for the 
National Payment to States meeting if the attendees will be a strong supporter for re-
authorization.   
 
Motion made and unanimously approved to send Lee Disney or Steve Garrett and 
Robyn King to the National RAC meeting.  Decision to send Lee or Steve will be 
made before the March 14th registration deadline. 
 
Gary Jones addressed the RAC on the purchase of 152 acres of privately owned property 
at Alvord Lake.  Benefits to acquiring this property for public use are the interpretive trail 
around the entire lake, fisheries use and loon nesting area.  Gary asked the RAC for 
advice and to lend support to the “Friends of Alvord Lake” coalition to preserve public 
access to the lake.  For more information contact: alvordlakeloons@yahoo.com. 
 
Motion made and unanimously approved to provide a letter of support to the 
“Friends of Alvord Lake”.  Lee Disney will prepare the letter. 
 
Lee Disney presented the logo and costs for the RAC signs that are to be displayed on 
completed projects.   
 
Motion made and unanimously approved to use the proposed logo and purchase 150 
signs made of corrugated plastic in a 2-color scheme format at a cost estimated at 
$3.15 each. 
 
The RAC will review project proposals using the following priority list: 
 (Minimum 50% required for Road and Water work) 

• Streams Restoration (work that benefits streams directly will have priority) 
• Road Restoration 

(Other types of projects) 
• Recreation/Wildlife Habitat Improvement 
• Weeds 
• Fuels Reduction/Thinning 
• Other education (leverage with Title III funds), grazing and agriculture. 

 
Priority will be given to projects with partnerships 
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Motion made and unanimously approved to use the same priority list from 2004 for 
2005.    
 
Field trips for this year were selected as:   

• Yaak (Yaak Headwaters & Dodge Summit) 
• Basin Creek 
• Bobtail Watershed project  
• Turner Mountain Ski area 
• Eureka/Fortine (Thirsty Lake Fuels) 

     
 
The RAC decided on the following schedule/guidelines for acceptance of project 
proposals: 

• Projects will be accepted until the July meeting 
• Districts will resubmit projects proposed for 2005 that were not approved 
• Districts will have project presentations completed at the June meeting 
• Rangers will coordinate with Barbara to schedule their presentations 
• Projects will be submitted on the same form as last year.   Form is available on 

the www website 
 

**Important Notice – The April 6th meeting will be at the 
Supervisor’s Office.  The Turner Mtn Ski Club would like to 

host the May meeting instead. ** 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for April 6, 2005 at 6pm at the Supervisor’s Office. 
 
Next meeting topics will include:  

• Presentation on road storage by Steve Wegner 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 
 
Notes by Barbara Edgmon 
March 8, 2005 


