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WELCOME TO THE THUMB BUTTE
RECREATION AREA

The Thumb Butte area is one of the most popular
destinations on the Prescott National Forest. Mild weather,
cool ponderosa pines, a picnic area, and a variety of trails
offer many recreation opportunities to hikers, equestrian
users, mountain bikers, and picnickers.

USE FEES

The day-use fee charged in the Thumb Butte Recreational
Area is authorized under the Federal Lands Recreation
Enhancement Act. Fees are used to maintain and improve
facilities and services in the area.

Day-use sites require a daily use fee, valid for the date of
purchase. Payment can be made with cash, check, or card
at the information board. Payment at one site allows use
at all day-use sites on the Prescott National Forest for that
day. America the Beautiful passes and Prescott National
Forest passes are valid at all day-use sites on the forest.
Both passes are available for purchase at the Bradshaw/
Chino and Verde Ranger District offices.

Wednesdays are always fee-free.

GROUP PICNIC SITE

The Thumb Butte Group Picnic Site is open April 1 -
October 31. Itis only available by reservation, which
requires an additional fee. Reservations may be made by
calling 877-444-6777 or visiting www.recreation.gov.

TRAILS

Several miles of trails are open to hikers, horses, and
bicyclists. No motorized trails are in the Thumb Butte area.
E-bikes are only allowed on designated trails.

THUMB BUTTE TRAIL #33

This trail is open to hikers only. It is almost 2 miles long
and is moderately difficult. Allow yourself about 1.5 hours
to hike the entire trail. A short spur trail near the crest
offers a good view of the Prescott area. The trail is paved
in some areas to prevent erosion.
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PRESCOTT NATIONAL FOREST

Bradshaw and Chino Valley Ranger Districts
344 S. Cortez St.

Prescott, AZ 86303

Phone: 928-443-8000

OR VISIT

www.fs.usda.gov/prescott

YOUR RECREATION FEES PRODUCED
THIS BROCHURE. THANK YOU VERY

MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

s, Frw avel,

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
Publication RG-R3-09-06 | October 2023
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LENGTH MAP TRAIL
NUMBER (miles) GRID RATING ACTIVITIES COMMENTS
33-Thumb Butte 1.75 C6 Moderate x,mr Popular, well-maintained trail. Great views from top. HIKING ONLY!
314 - Thumb Butte Spur 0.5 D5 Easy x,mr Create a loop trail when used with Trails 33 and 326.
315 - Watertower 0.7 B6 Moderate x&, a Moderate trail. Connects to Trail 317. Southern end closed to horses.
316 - Pine Lakes 14 C5 Moderate g a After a short climb, descends into Willow Creek riparian area. Southern end closed to horses.
317 - Ridgetop 0.6 B6 Moderate g a ( Climbs to a ridge with good views. East end goes into subdivision.
318 - West 14 B5,C3 | Moderate g a At the western trailhead, horses may access this trail.
321 - Butte Creek 15 E5,F5 | Moderate g a Can be accessed from a city trail in Strickland Park.
322 - Circle Connection 0.5 F4 Easy g a ( Part of a 54-mile trail that encircles the city of Prescott.
323 - Butte Connection 0.6 E4-5 Moderate g a Views and connects Trails 326 and 321.
326 - Thumb Butte Connector 2.0 C5,F2 | Moderate x&, a Creates a hiking loop trail when using Trails 33 and 314. Accessible to horses from Trail 367.
327 - Pott’s Creek 0.5 F3,F5 | Moderate g a Part of a 54-mile trail that encircles the city of Prescott.
332 - Javelina 3.6 B3,C4 | Moderate g a Part of a 54-mile trail that encircles the city of Prescott.
367 - Miller Creek 0.7 C4 Moderate x&, a Parallels Thumb Butte Road along Miller Creek.
386 - Pine Lake Connectors 0.3 B6 Moderate g a An easy, short trail. Provides a loop when used with Trails 315 and 316.
387 - Rio Vista 0.7 F5 Moderate g a Can be accessed from a city trail.
392 - Garden Grove 15 C3,E4 | Moderate x&, a Part of a 54-mile trail that encircles the city of Prescott.




