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News From the National Park Service: 
 

Big Hole National Battlefield  
 
The interpretive staffs of Big Hole, Bear Paw and Nez Perce National Historical Park are working on a 
new general brochure for Big Hole.  This brochure will replace the one we have been using for a 
number of years.  New artwork will be used for the front and the Park will get to keep the original 

piece once it is complete.  The process to get a new 
brochure takes time and we are working very closely 
with our Tribal partners on this project.  We'll keep you 
updated on its progress. 
 
With the coming of winter and snow, we closed the road 
to the lower parking lot and trail heads for the winter 
and the only way to access those parts of the Park is to 
walk, snowshoe, or cross country ski.  The battlefield is 
incredibly beautiful  and peaceful in the winter (see 
photo on right) and visitors generally don't have to 
worry about encountering anyone else on the trails.  The 
Park has loaner snowshoes for those that would like to 
try this fun type of exercise.  Stop by the visitor center 
and we'll lend you a pair of shoes for your trek.   
 
We are busy planning our summer season.  It will be challenging for us with reduced funding this year which will 
result in fewer interpretive staff.   This will result in fewer programs for visitors.   Most days visitors will not have 
ranger guided walks on the trail system.   Big Hole will try to provide the same number of deck talks despite having 
less staff.  We hope that visitors will understand that we have to tighten our belts.   
 
Last summer the Park conducted an intensive visitor survey with help of the University of Idaho - Park Studies Unit. 
http://www.uidaho.edu/cnr/park-studies-unit/our-services.    This study will provide our staff with statistics, 
including how visitors found us, what they think of the Park, what they liked and did not like, and other 
demographic information about our visitors.  It should be completed in the next couple of months and we'll share the 
results once we get them.   
 
Remember, winter is a great time to have the Park to yourself, so why not pay us a visit.  We hope we see you soon. 
 
 
           Steve Black 
           Superintendent 
           Big Hole National Battlefield 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

A  recent bright sunny winter day at Big Hole 
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News From the National Park Service: 
Nez Perce National Historical Park 
 

An exhibit featuring Nez Perce weaving recently concluded at the Spalding Visitor Center it will soon 
be replaced with the next offering in our series of temporary exhibits.  The new exhibit, which will 
focus on Nez Perce Music, will open in early March 2014.   
 

Park staff was very involved in the creation of exhibits for the Culture Walk at the Clearwater River 
Casino near Lewiston, ID.  Museum Curator Bob Chenoweth and Ranger Kevin Peters consulted with Tribal 
Enterprises to make sure the space and cases met current standards.  They selected the items to be displayed from 
both the Tribe’s and the Park’s collections.  With assistance from others on the staff, they created the mounts exhibit 
labels, and prepared the items for display, did the installation.  Exhibits will be changed every year and are designed 
to showcase tribal history, culture, art, and activities up to the present. 
 

Rangers Kevin Peters and Bessie Blackeagle participated in Nez Perce Day at the Pi Nee Waus in Lapwai, ID, 
where they interacted with 165 students.   We hosted several school groups at the Spalding Visitor Center ranging 
from pre-school to university level.  From mid-October to mid-December, Education Specialist Alyse Cadez 
travelled to 21 schools in Idaho, Washington, and Oregon to 
present programs. 
 

The Annual Beadwork Bazaar was held on December 7, 
2013, at the Park’s visitor center at Spalding.  Thirty-three 
vendors participated and 270 visitors enjoyed a festive 
atmosphere and found lots of unique craft items for sale 
(photo right). 
 

Beginning in January, 2014, the Park will be hosting a 
number of programs during the winter and early spring 
months at the park’s visitor center in Spalding, Idaho.  What 
we have scheduled so far includes: 
 

 February 8: Jack Nisbet: The British View of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition. 

 February 22: Ginger Wireman: Hanford Nuclear 
Reservation: Past, Present, and Future. 

 March 8: Bruce Bjornstad: Ice Age Floods and their role in shaping our landscape. 
 March 22: Dr. Beth Erdey: Caring For Your Family Photographs. 
 April 5: Bring Your Kaya Doll to the park! Family activities that help bring the story of the Nez Perce to life. 
 April 19: Water, the Nez Perce, and you. 
 
 
         Terry O'Halloran 
         Chief of Interpretation 
         Nez Perce National Historical Park   
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News From the National Park Service: 
Nez Perce National Historical Park 

 

Small Mammal Inventory and Hydrological Study at Weippe Prairie  
 
 

Nez Perce National Historical Park is currently in the initial stages of a pilot wetland 
restoration project in an effort to restore historic camas populations on the Weippe 
Prairie in central Idaho.  One of the first steps in this process is determining the 

project’s potential impacts on other species inhabiting the site, specifically, small mammals which are 
defined as mammals measuring less than one foot (including the head and body).  There is currently little 
information regarding these species on this site.  Park staff implemented the small mammal inventory to 
determine what and how many species occupy the site and to assess whether an increased water table will 
adversely affect them.  Many avian species that inhabit the site, such as Northern Harriers (Circus cyaneus) 
and Short-eared owls (Asio flammeus), also rely on small mammals such as shrews and voles as prey.  
 

The initial year of trapping, which was split into two sessions, took place during July 2013.  A total of 990 
traps were placed within plots distributed across the site during these two weeks.   A total of 426 mammals 
were captured during a two week period.  Mammals captured included 231 shrews, 194 voles, and 1 mouse.  
After analyzing the dentition (teeth) of specimens, it was found that vagrant shrews (Sorex vagrans) and 
meadow voles (Microtus pennsylvanicus) are the primary small mammals inhabiting the site.  Currently, a 
species distribution model is being developed in order to map the presence of species across the site.  Initial 
observations show that these species prefer habitat such as tall grasses which provides cover from predators.  This inventory will be 
conducted again during the summer of 2014 and 2015.  
 

The management applications of this work include: 
 Provide information on the type, amount and distribution of small mammals on the Wieppe Prairie. 
 Increase the amount of information available for future projects, including restoration projects. 
 

Hydrological Study: 
Importance: Artificial drainage and its effects on a wet meadow ecosystem. 
 

During the past 100+ years Weippe Prairie has been used for hay production and livestock 
grazing, made possible by the construction of ditches to dry the meadows.  European pasture 
grasses have also been introduced.  Because of these alterations, the hydrologic regime (defined 
as the properties, distribution, and effects of water on the earth's surface, in the soil and 
underlying rocks, and in the atmosphere) and vegetation of the prairie has changed dramatically 
from the condition described by the Nez Perce and members of the Lewis and Clark expedition.  
Non-native and invasive plants are also taking advantage of the disturbances at Weippe and are 
a threat to the camas (Camassia quamash) dominated meadow.  Jim Ford Creek and the various 
drainage ditches that flow into the creek are worsening the soil drainage issue and causing 
erosion.  Park managers are extremely concerned about the effects of artificial drainage and the 
rapid pace of nonnative plant invasion on camas populations at Weippe Prairie.  Therefore, 
understanding the current status of hydrologic processes at the site will help guide management and restoration efforts.  It will also provide 
insight into ecosystem change, in a landscape with strong human influences. 
 

As part of a 3 year study, Park staff and high school interns monitored a network of shallow groundwater monitoring wells and ditch gauges 
for the park-owned section of the prairie.  During the first year, well data, baseline information about channel width and depth, and 
vegetation characterization data was collected along a deeply incised, manmade ditch.  In 2013, researchers from Colorado State University 
helped install three temporary “check dams” along the ditch in hopes of reversing the negative effects of the channel and then post dam 
installation data was collected.  The findings will be analyzed in early 2014.  Results from this study will inform management decisions 
regarding future long-term restoration projects across the site. 
 

The management applications of this work include: 
 Provide recommendations and priorities for larger-scale hydrologic restorations at Weippe Prairie. 
 Support park resource planning and land health reporting efforts. 
 Give managers insight on past land use. 
 Provide information for examining linkages between surface water, groundwater, and wetland and riparian vegetation. 
 

         Jannis (Jocius) LeBlanc 
         Natural Resource Specialist 
         Nez Perce National Historical Park 
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