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National Forest as a Backdrop to Scenic Byways 

By Teena Ligman, Public Affairs Specialist and 
Nancy Myers, Outdoor Recreation Planner (photo taken just off the Byway at George 
Rogers Clark NHP) 

The Hoosier National Forest is privileged to have land adjacent to two designated 
National Scenic Byways: the Ohio River Scenic Byway which encompasses 3 states, 
Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio; and the Indiana Historic Pathways which includes U.S. 
Highways 50 and 150.  In return, the byways are fortunate to have the Hoosier National 
Forest, and Indiana State Parks and Forests as a backdrop. The forested hills of 
southern Indiana are a draw to byway travelers and helped secure the designation of 
both byways. 

The Ohio River Scenic Byway (ORSB) meanders along various highways, but in the area 
of the Hoosier, the byway follows US Route 66 through Perry and Crawford Counties.  
Much of the byway is adjacent to the Ohio River and traverses the Hoosier near Sulphur, 
past Mano Point, and through the German Ridge area.   

The Indiana Historic Pathways (IHP) includes the Buffalo Trace which crosses the 
Hoosier in Orange County. Remnants of the old trail are visible particularly on the Springs 



Valley Trail, and north of Pine Valley. The byway touches the Forest at the north edge of 
Pioneer Mothers Memorial Forest and Hiking Trail.  

Both byways were designated as national scenic byways because they possess intrinsic 
qualities such as: historic resources related to transportation, locks and dams, historic 
landmarks: recreational resources such as the Hoosier National Forest, Indiana State 
Parks and Forests, trails, campgrounds, and wildlife areas; and scenic resources such as 
vistas of the Ohio River, rolling forested hills and farmlands, spring and fall foliage, and 
rock outcroppings.   

Studies show that 78 percent of leisure travelers participate in heritage activities while 
traveling, so the history of our two byways bring visitors to southern Indiana and get them 
off the roads and into our communities.  

Nature tourism is one of the fastest growing segments of the tourism industry. The 
Hoosier has Nature Watch opportunities, wildflower hikes, hunting, fishing, and birding 
options. We have a great potential to promote this niche across the byway to enjoy 
“southern Indiana naturally”.    

Forest staff is involved in both byway organizations, giving support to the Byways for 
projects, signage, etc.  Most recently the ORSB, worked with the Hoosier, to get a grant 
to build two wayside information kiosks on the ORSB, the local areas, and the Hoosier 
National Forest. The two kiosks will be located at the east and west edges of the Forest 
to welcome people to the area. Similar kiosks are being built in southeast Ohio in 
cooperation with the Wayne National Forest. The kiosk project is underway with the one 
gateway kiosk located at Lincoln Ferry Park near Troy, and the other at the Leavenworth 
Park near Leavenworth.     

The two byways attract visitors to the counties the byways run through as well as to the 
Hoosier National Forest, add money to our economy, and as more opportunities are 
developed, byways may increase our local quality of life. For more information, contact 
the Hoosier National Forest at 812-275-5987 in Bedford or 812-547-7051 in Tell City. 



 

The entrance to Indiana Pioneer Mother’s Memorial Forest off US 150. Visitors may park 
at the trailhead and walk back to the wall and then walk the 1 mile trail through the old 
growth Forest. 

 

Maines Pond is not far from US 50 and is one of several Nature Watch sites on the 
Hoosier.  


