Ratcliff Lake camping loops to reopen

Ratcliff Lake camping loops, which have been mostly closed since 2008 due to a hurricane, a tornado and then a
devastating drought, will reopen Thursday, April 3.

Davy Crockett National Forest District Ranger Gerald Lawrence said the camping loops and trails in the historic
recreation site will be open just in time for visitors to enjoy the blooming of the dogwoods and other flowering trees and
flowers.

“It's been a long journey getting to this opening,” Lawrence said. “As a result of these disasters many dead and damaged
hazardous trees had to be removed before reopening, and visitors are going to see a very different, much more open
Ratcliff Lake Recreation Area.”

The recreation area was first closed in September 2008 when Hurricane lke hit the forest. After recovering from this
disaster by 2010, a tornado struck the lake area again in late April 2011. Ratcliff was set to reopen in January 2012 when
the devastating effects of the drought became apparent and hundreds of pines and hardwoods throughout the
recreation area died. The day-use area that includes the swimming beach and picnic areas reopened in September 2012.

“The district deeply appreciates all the work done by individuals, groups and organizations that provided assistance in
preparing the camping loops for reopening,” Lawrence said. “This has truly been a coming together of community
working with the Forest Service to get this accomplished.”

There are 65 single and group camping sites. Some sites include full hook up (electricity, water and sewer), some with
electricity only and some non-electric sites. All vary in price depending on amenities provided. The camping loops are
near bathrooms with showers with hot and cold water.

“These camping areas provide access to trails, fishing, boating, swimming, and picnicking opportunities,” Lawrence said.
“Come enjoy the great outdoors at Ratcliff Lake Recreation Area.”

Many volunteer opportunities, such as campground host, working on trails, or a variety of other volunteer projects for
individuals or groups still exist for the recreational area.

For more information on becoming a volunteer at Ratcliff Lake Recreation Area, call the Ranger’s office at 936-655-2299
or visit www.fs.usda.gov/texas.




