
ATTN: 

Thomas Tidwell, Chief of the U.S. Forest Service 

Attn: EMC—Administrative Reviews 

1400 Independence Avenue SW, Mailstop 1104 

Washington, DC 20250-1104 

 

Dear sir,   

 

The Shoshone national forest is the most uniquely positioned National Forest in the United 

States.  The SNF borders Yellowstone Park, as part of critical megafauna habitat in the Greater 

Yellowstone Ecosystem.  No other area has such a plethora of wildlife, many of them critical, 

such as Bighorn Sheep, Grizzly bears, and the Gray Wolf, as well as mid-sized wildlife like 

Wolverine, Martens, and Lynx.   

Wildlife habitat is being gobbled up around the GYE with housing developments, oil and gas, 

and motorized use.  These are major disturbances.   

OBJECTION:  The proposed FS plan recommends additional motorized use in the Franc's 

Peak/Wood River area.  This area is potential wilderness and home to all these mammals.  If we 

allow this, then bit by bit habitat will be eaten away at.  Once motorized use is authorized here, it 

can never be taken away.  Once motorized use is permitted here, it opens the door for ATVer's 

and Snowmobilers to ask for more.  These areas are adjacent to large tracts of BLM (the Big 

Horn Basin) where motorized use is permitted.  In addition, the nearby (just an hour away) Big 

Horn mountains fully permits motorized use now to the point that hikers can no longer use that 

area because of the noise pollution.   

Motorized use advocates talk about multiple use and how they have a growing industry.  But as 

of now, almost ALL of our forests have generous motorized use, such as the greater 

Canyonlands area, and including the southern parts around Union Pass of the Shoshone.  But 

there are only a very very few places left for our last remaining large megafauna to eke out a 

living.  The Franc's Peak area includes critical moth sites for grizzly bears.  Many studies have 

PROVEN that motorized use directly impacts grizzly bears.  And, I repeat, chipping away at the 

wilderness characteristics by permitting motorized use, will erode and set a precedent for more 

chipping away, until finally none is left. 

In addition, if you've lived around here like I do, then you are quite aware of the lack of FS 

policing of ATV's.  On Union Pass in the SNF, thousands of splinter roads have been created by 

illegal ATV use.  The FS does not have the money, nor the personnel, nor the time, to police all 



this, plus you have to catch people in the act.  Creating more roads for motorized access will just 

lead to more illegal roads, which creates erosion, wildlife harassment, and back country noise. 

SOLUTION:  Not only should this area NOT have motorized use, but it should be considered for 

wilderness. These areas, Franc's Peak and Wood River, were rated the highest for wilderness 

characteristics.  Let's preserve this area for future generations. 

OBJECTION: Why is there no wilderness recommendation in this plan?  Clearly this disregard is 

politically motivated.  We need to protect and create areas where wildlife can be left undisturbed; 

and where people can retreat to for solace.  As our world is shrinking, habitat is being eaten up, 

wildlife is being compressed into tinier and tinier spaces, let's plan for the future.  What will 

climate change bring?  We have no idea.  Therefore, we should be protecting a variety of 

landscapes.  It is already proven that healthy ecosystems can help mitigate climate change 

effects.  Let's not worry about whether Congress will approve wilderness (they haven't for a long 

time) or a SMALL group of locals object because they want access with motorized use, now or 

in the future.   

SOLUTION:  The four areas that rank especially high in this evaluation and that should be 

recommended for wilderness are: 1) Francs Peak, 2) Wood River, 3), the Dunoir Special 

Management Unit and 4) Trout Creek. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Leslie Patten 

178 Sunlight Rd. 

Cody, WY 82414 

 


