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Dan lJirdn, Regional Forester for the Rocky Mountain Re-
gion of the U.S. Forest Service announced the recipients
of the 2013 Regional Forester Honor Awards. The Honor
Awards recognize partner organizations and employees
who significantly contribute to the U.S. Forest Service mis-
sion “to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of
the Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of
present and future generations.”

“National Forests and Grasslands in Colorado, Wyoming,
South Dakota, Nebraska and Kansas are benefiting from
the unparalleled work of these individuals and groups,”
said Jirdn. “The awards recognize the work we accomplish
with our partners within the Forest Service’s regional pri-
orities of Ecosystem Restoration, Public Service, Safety
and Inclusion.”

Caultural Transformation/Inclusion - Blanco Ranger District
(Left to right) Maribeth Gustafson, Deputy Regional Forester; Brian Ferebee, Deputy Regional
Forester; Ken Coffin, Blanco District Ranger; Chuck Mills, Denver Indian Center; Jay Grimm,
Denver Indian Center; Lynn Lockwood, Blanco Ranger District; Kasey Cox, Blanco Ranger District;
Eileen Masquaat, Scott Fitzwilliams, Forest Supervisor, White River National Forest;
Dan Jirén, Regional Forester

Inclusion

Blanco Ranger District - The Regional Forester’s 2013
Cultural Transformation Award recognizes the inclusive
efforts of the White River National Forest’s Blanco Rang-
er District to partner with the Denver Indian Center and
bring urban Native American youth to the National Forest
to learn about natural resource careers. As part of the pro-
gram, Native American students meet Forest Service biol-
ogists, and range, recreation and wildland fire staff. The
students learn on-the-job skills in these natural resource
areas through trail maintenance and other projects.
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Safety - Josh Graham

Brian Ferebee, Deputy Regional Forester; Maribeth Gustafson, Deputy Regional Forester; Chris
Farinetti, Fire Management Officer; Josh Graham, Assistant Fire Management Officer;
Fitzwilliams, Forest Supervisor, White River National Forest; Dan Jirén, Regional

Safety

Josh Graham - The Regional Forester’s 2013 Safety
Award was presented to Josh Graham, assistant fire man-
agement officer for the White River National Forest. Gra-
ham was recognized for his efforts to research programs,
develop training and secure equipment for extricating
firefighters and others injured in the backcountry. Gra-
ham's recognition that injury response time was related to
equipment and training stemmed from a firefighter injury
incident in Northern California. The Upper Colorado Riv-
er Interagency Fire Management Unit now has equipment
and a medical training program in place to serve back-
country wildland firefighters.
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ic Service - Native American Graves Repatriation Act MOU
Ferebee, Deputy Regional Forester; Maribeth Gustafson, Deputy Regional
Forester; Tom Ford , Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland
recreation; Sue Struthers, Arzgf?ho and Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland
ate}medloﬁiist; Lois Witte, Office of General Counsel; Susan Johnson, Tribal Relations Program
c.

Manager; Rick Cooksey, Director of State and Private Forestry and Tribal Relations; Dan Jiron,
Regional Forester

Public Sewigmood Impacts Assessment Team, Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests and
Pawnee National Grassland

(Left to right) Brian Ferebee, Deputy Regional Forester; Maribeth Gustafson, Deputy Regional
Forester; Kevin Zimlinghaus, Deputy Incident Commander; Dick Edwards, Incident Commander;
Glenn Casamassa, Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland Forest
Supervisor; Dan Jirén, Regional Forester

Public Service

Native American Graves Repatriation Act MOU - A Forest Service led collaborative group of tribal, state
and federal agency members developing a process to respectfully implement the Native American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act of 1990 was recognized with a Regional Forester’s 2013 Public Service Award. An agreement
signed last December by the Southern Ute Tribe, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, State of Colorado Lt. Governor’s Office,
Colorado Natural Resources, Colorado Historic Preservation, BLM Colorado State Office, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Prairie-Mountain Region, National Park Service Intermountain Region and the Forest Service Rocky Mountain Region
facilitates the reburial of Native American ancestors across Colorado.

Flood Impacts Assessment Team, Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee

National Grassland - The Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland’s Flood Impacts
Assessment Team was recognized with a Regional Forester’s 2013 Public Service Award for its work safely and success-
fully assessing damage from last September’s flood event. The team surveyed more than 600,000 acres including 600
miles of roads, 17 bridges, and 168 buildings. The Team’s report expedited the much needed repair of roads, bridges
and facilities, and landslide stabilization and river and stream improvements.

2013 District of the Year

Pawnee National Grassland - The Pawnee National
Grassland was recognized as the 2013 District of the Year
for their employee efforts to partner with organizations to
improve Forest Service relationships with Tribes, recreation
facilities, oil and gas permit processing and prairie dog man-
agement. For example, the Pawnee National Grassland staff
leveraged National Rifle Association and Colorado Parks and
Wildlife grants to develop the new Baker Draw Designated
Shooting Area. The shooting area’s thirty target shooting

O D e National Grassland lanes provide a safe place for recreational shooting.
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Dan Jirén, Regional Forester internationally known birding, the Pawnee National Grass-
P/"’\': land is a landscape full of opportunities. Those employees
who care for the Grassland do so as if it is their own back-
yard and for that | am proud,” said Glenn Casamassa, Forest Supervisor for the Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests
and Pawnee National Grassland.
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Restoration - Kay Zillich
t to right) Maribeth Gustafson, Deputy Regional Forester; Brian Ferebee, Deputy Regional L Restoration - Gretchen Fitzgerald
ster, Kay Zillich, BLM and Forest Service abandoned mine coordinator; Kara Chadwick, (Left to right) Brian Ferebee, Deputy Regional Forester; Maribeth Gustafson, Deputy Regional
Forest Supervisor, San Juan National Forest; Mary DeAguero, Director of Engineering; Forester; Gretchen Fitzgerald, San Juan National Forest forester; Kara Chadwick, Forest
Dan Jirén, Regional Forester Supervisor, San Juan National Forest; Dan Jirén, Regional Forester

Restoration & Resiliency

Kay Zillich --Kay Zillich, a shared Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Forest Service abandoned mine coordinator,
along with several key partners were recognized for their efforts in restoring two fens affected by historic mining activ-
ities. A fen is a type of wetland that typically contain a rich diversity of plants. In southwest Colorado, the Chattanooga
fen hosts a rare species of sphagnum moss, while the Ophir Pass fen was eroding metal-laden soils into an Animas River
tributary. Durango Mountain Resort provided the initial funding for the project while the Mountain Studies Institute
monitors the project.

Gretchen Fitzgerald - Gretchen Fitzgerald, a forester for the San Juan National Forest, was recognized with a Re-
gional Forester’s 2013 Restoration and Resiliency Award. Fitzgerald is responsible for leading climate change and carbon
management activities for the National Forest and the BLM Tres Rios District. Her work leveraging $1.2 million in National
Forest Foundation grants for planting trees on 1,300 acres of forest affected by wildland fires is assisting in understanding
climate change effects. Fitzgerald partnered with University of Colorado, Fort Lewis College and Mountain Studies Insti-
tute to study the pace and magnitude of climate change at the local level.

2013 Partner of the Year

Trust for Public Land - The Trust for Public Land (TPL)
was recognized as the 2013 Regional Partner of the Year
for their efforts to acquire a trail right-of-way to Wilson
Peak — a popular 14,000 foot elevation peak in the San
Juan Mountains. The TPL helped secure unrestricted pub-
lic access to the summit via the Rock of Ages Trail. Through
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the TPL was a key
partner in acquiring Ophir Valley, a high-elevation valley

south of Telluride.
Partner of the Year- The Trust for Public Land (TPL)
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Uncompahgre and Gunnison National Forests; Justin Spring, TPL; Dan Jir6n, Regional Forester
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Partner of the Year. With the help of dedicated folks at the
Forest Service, we are proud to be improving public access
to some of this Region's most wild and spectacular back-
country," said Tim Wohlgenant, Colorado Director of The Trust for Public Land.
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