
North Central Idaho Resource Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes 

April 10, 2014 

 

Meeting Location:   Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests, Grangeville Office, Main Meeting 

Room 

 

RAC Members Present:  Kent Henderson (Chairperson), Randy Doman, Don Ebert, Robert Hafer, 

Gary Lane, David Bodine, Bob Abbott, Susan Borowicz, and Jim Rehder. 

 

RAC Replacement Members Present: None, positions are currently vacant. 

 

Guests:  Elayne Murphy (Clearwater Basin Collaborative), Alex Irby (Clearwater Basin 

Collaborative), Linda Hinds (Forest Service), Scott Godfrey (Forest Service), Geoff Kaeberle 

(Forest Service), Steve Hiebert (Forest Service), Jacob Doyle (Forest Service), Mac McBoyle 

(Selway Bitterroot Foundation), Sally Ferguson (Selway Bitterroot Foundation), Jeff Henson 

(Forest Service), Donna Kinzer (Forest Service), Mike Hanna (US Senator Risch), Karen Ruklic 

(Forest Service), Mitch Silvers (US Senator Mike Crapo) 

 

Designated Federal Official:  Laura Smith   

Recorder:  Lisa Canaday 

 

 

I.  Call to Order and Agenda Review 
Introductions:  9 members and 14 guests were present. 

Agenda Adjustments - None 

 

 

II.  Review Responses from Project Leaders on Various Proposals  
 

Q:  What is happening with the weeds presentation?  The notes from the last meeting mentioned 

that Carl would give his presentation today. 

A:  Carl Crabtree is not present.  Laura called and invited him, but he was unable to attend. 

 

III.  Opportunity for any RAC Member to Address the Committee  
 

Don asked for the group to please give due consideration to the Weitas Creek Bridge, it is a big 

priority to the commissioners. 

 

Bob Hafer would like to spend money where we get a dollar spent. 

 

Susie was impressed with the quality of the projects.  She felt that there are very high quality 

projects.  She would like to endorse the Idaho Project Learning Tree and Idaho Forest Tours for 

Educators.  On Pierce Community Center, the conversion of the oil burner to woody biomass, do 

they have a guaranteed wood supply?  Laura will call Chris to find out. 

 

Jim concurs with Don, would like the RAC to consider the Weitas Creek Bridge. 
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Can the Pierce Community Center take partial funding?  No. 

 

Is there any information on the Buckhorn Bridge?  We are still waiting for a legal opinion.  Chris 

Everett, the Forest Service legal counsel, is researching it.  This project was approved and then 

pulled because of the sequestration which created reduced funding.  After that, the bridge was 

declared a disaster and funding was found through Local Rural Highway Investment Program 

(LRHIP).  The county funded $60,000.  Kent wonders if we are able to fund a project that has 

already been completed.  Randy feels that we just need to drop the project and move on.  The group 

all agreed. 

 

Kent updated the group on his contacts with the representatives on taking funding out of the Forest 

Service budget to fund RAC projects.  The projects that weren’t funded by the Forest Service 

because of this withdraw then come to the RAC and ask to be funded.  The second issue is the 

timing of when the funding is received.  Lastly, the uncertainty about the amount of funding coming 

in is a frustration.  Randy affirmed that the Title II dollars are in addition to what the Forest Service 

receives for a budget, they are not taken out of the Forest Service budget from the top.  The money 

comes from the Helium Act.   

 

The original intent of the Secure Rural Schools Act has not panned out.  There are a large amount of 

counties that have federal land.  Kent would like the payment in lieu of taxes reviewed.  Kent likes 

the way the Fish and Game operates.  They pay the counties what they would have received in taxes 

to make it fair.  Theirs is a true payment in lieu of taxes process. 

 

Laura expressed frustration at trying to recruit new members.  When she does submit names, the 

Washington Office does not respond in a timely manner.   

 

The RAC funds have taken a 30% reduction in funds since 2008.  The Federal Lands provide a 

benefit to the people of the United States in regards to timber, recreation, etc.  They are not free.  In 

order for those resources to be available to the people, money has to be provided to keep up those 

services.  That comes from the county.  The Federal Government should pay what they would have 

paid in taxes.  Payment in lieu of taxes seems like the only fair way to do it.  We have to be careful 

what we ask for.  The State of Idaho received the 3
rd

 most amounts of all states and Idaho County 

received the most money in the State.   

 

Dave supports the letter that Kent wrote.  He commented that most people get their impression of 

Idaho from visiting Coeur d’Alene and Sun Valley, maybe one will hunt.  Not many care about the 

wilderness areas.   

 

What is the possibility of sequestration happening again?  It doesn’t seem likely that it will 
happen this year. 
 

IV.  Prioritize FY 14 Project Proposals (RAC Members Break Into Category 

Groups) and FY 14 Final Project Selection 
 

The objective is to prioritize all of the projects.  The group should have Steve and Christine’s 

recommendations. 
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The final prioritization of projects will be listed in a spreadsheet. 
 
The projects were prioritized, some fully funded and some partially funded.  A motion was 
made and seconded that if there are projects that come in under funded, the Chairperson 
(Kent Henderson) would have the support of the group to make the call on where to place the 
remaining funds.  Kent will send an email letting everyone know the decision.  The projects 
that were partially funded were ranked in priority order so that if additional funding is 
secured, Kent will know where to allocate the extra money. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to accept the priorities as they are listed. 
 

V.  Public Forum: Comments and questions from the public to the committee 

 
Mac McBoyle expressed his appreciation for how well the group functions.  He has been on 

other groups that do not function as well as this one does. 

 

Randy would like a demonstration of how LiDAR works, from how it looked before, to 

what they decided to do with the information and what they decided not to do based on the 

information from LiDAR and how it looks after the projects are completed. 

 

Susie would like for projects to include something that says “this project was made possible 

by funding from the North Central Idaho Resource Advisory Committee”.  She also 

appreciates receiving monitoring reports because it shows the return on their investment. 

 

VI. Adjourn  
 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:26 pm. 

 

 

 


