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                                 USDA FOREST SERVICE

INTERMOUNTAIN REGION, R4
Hydrologist: GS-1315-11
Dixie National Forest

1789 N. Wedgewood Lane, Cedar City, Utah 84721
(435) 865-3700
FAX (435) 865-3791

A vacancy announcement to fill a GS-1315-11 Hydrologist position for the Dixie National Forest in Utah will be posted on the USAJOBS web site, http://www.usajobs.gov/, in the near future.  This notification is being circulated to inform prospective applicants of this opportunity and to determine interest in the position. You may also obtain a copy of the announcement by contacting Julie Whicker – Administrative Support Assistant at (435) 865-3700 or e-mail jwhicker@fs.fed.us 
The position serves as the journey level hydrologist on a NEPA Support Team that will provide forest wide support to environmental analysis and disclosure work for multiple and varied projects.  The work includes interdisciplinary team assignments, environmental analysis documentation and data gathering and monitoring.  The work requires a firm understanding of laws and regulations governing federal land management. 
The incumbent will have the opportunity to get close to agency decision-making, participate in policy application and development, work closely with community and public involvement, develop understanding in legislative affairs, evaluate local and national interests and gain leadership exposure.  The position is a great way to explore varied career paths.
This position is included as part of the Ecosystem Management Group on the Dixie National Forest.
Data Collection/Project Reconnaissance and Monitoring:  This position is responsible for collecting and analyzing water and soil resources data, assembling records and determining hydrologic, soil productivity and sediment transport characteristics associated with plan and project level proposals as it relates to the riparian and aquatic resource.  Information collected through monitoring will be analyzed to determine implementation adjustments that are needed to ensure Forest Plan and project level compliance.   

NEPA Analysis and Disclosure:  The incumbent will be responsible for professional journey level NEPA analysis and disclosure for varied projects located throughout the Dixie National Forest.  This will be primarily achieved through participation on interdisciplinary teams.  The incumbent will also be expected to formulate responses to appeals or objections and provide technical review for Appeal Reviewing Officers or Objection Officers.
Location…
The duty station will be any administrative unit on the Dixie National Forest:  Pine Valley Ranger District (St. George, Ut.), Cedar City Ranger District (Cedar City, Ut.), Powell Ranger District (Panguitch, Ut.), Escalante Ranger District (Escalante, Ut.), or the Supervisors Office (Cedar City, Ut.). If a district location is preferred by the successful applicant, working arrangements will be accommodated.
The position…

The tour of duty will be full time permanent (40 hours a week).  
Approximate salary…

The grade level GS-11 salary starts at $57,982.00 per annum (locality pay included). 

For more information…  

To receive a copy of the vacancy announcement, please complete and submit the Outreach Notice Form, attached to the end of this document, and mail to Dixie National Forest, ATTN: Julie Whicker, 1789 N. Wedgewood Lane, Cedar City, Utah 84720 or by email to jwhicker@fs.fed.us.    
For information regarding the position, you may contact Kevin Schulkoski at 435-865-3721, or email kschulkoski@fs.fed.us 
About The Dixie National Forest...

The Dixie National Forest occupies almost two million acres and stretches about 170 miles across southern Utah.  The Forest straddles the divide between the Great Basin and the Colorado River.  Elevations vary between 2,800 feet near St. George to 11,322 feet at Blue Bell Knoll on Boulder Mountain.  Comprising the southern rim of the Great Basin above the Colorado River, the Dixie is loved for its spectacular scenery, from high mountain meadows and lakes to multicolored cliffs and steep-walled gorges.  Vegetation on the Dixie changes from sparse, desert plants at the lower elevations to stands of low-growing pinion pine and juniper dominating the mid-elevations.  At higher elevations, aspen and conifers 

such as pine, spruce and fir predominate.
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The headquarters of the Dixie National Forest is the Supervisor's Office in Cedar City.  The Forest has four Ranger Districts; they are located in St. George, Cedar City, Panguitch, and Escalante.  The Dixie employs about 125 permanent employees and between 100 and 150 seasonal employees.  

Camping facilities are available across the Forest, and in three National Parks and two National Monuments adjacent to the Forest.  The scenic beauty for which the national parks were established prevails over much of the Dixie.  The Dixie has three designated wilderness areas.

Cedar City, Utah . . . 

Population and Elevation

Population is about 32,000.  
Elevation is 5,800 feet.
Housing

A large number of single-family homes, condominiums, and apartments are available.  Most housing sells in the $200,000 to $400,000 range.

Health Care

Acute care health service is available at Valley View Medical Center a full service, primary-care facility with some secondary medical care services.  

Churches, Schools and Childcare Facilities

Area churches represent a variety of denominations:  Assembly of God, Church of Christ, Catholic, Episcopal, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormon), Community Presbyterian Church, Baptist, Jehovah's Witness, Lutheran, Valley Bible Church, etc.  

Public schools are administered by the Iron County School District and consist of seven elementary schools K through the 5th grade, two middle schools (6th – 8th grade), and two high schools (9th through 12th grades).  There are also several private schools in the area.  Southern Utah University is a four-year institution with master's programs in accounting and in elementary education.  Associate degrees and vocational education are also available.  Cedar City has several day care facilities.
The Arts, Entertainment, and Sports
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Southern Utah University (SUU) hosts the nationally acclaimed Utah Shakespearean Festival.  It attracts thousands of visitors to Cedar City annually during summer and early fall.  Cedar City community takes pride in being known as the "Festival City.” 

Cedar City is also home to the Utah Summer Games, which previews athletes for Olympic competition.  SUU has a strong sports program offering football, basketball, baseball, track and field, swimming, golf, etc.  Iron County boasts four museums, three libraries, the professional Shakespearean theater, three amateur theaters, and two art galleries.  There is plenty of recreation in Iron County with two movie theaters, seven parks, 12 ball fields, three rodeo grounds, an 18-hole golf course, three swimming pools, fitness centers, 10 tennis courts, and bowling.  

Local Climate

The average "annual" temperature in Cedar City is 50.4 degrees; in January 41.5 degrees and 89.9 in July.  The average annual precipitation is 10.6 inches with a light average snowfall of 45.4 inches.  Most snowfall will come and go, with a small amount of snow pack over the winter.  The sun shines often in winter.

For information about the Cedar City area, visit http://cedarcity.org/
St. George, Utah . . . 

Located in the southeastern corner of Utah, the City of St. George is known as Utah’s Dixie.  Mild winter weather, beautiful red rock scenery and many recreational opportunities make it very attractive to residents and visitors. The area is experiencing rapid growth with the population increasing from about 10,000 in the 1960’s to nearly 210,000 today. Many retirees have come for the desert climate and easy lifestyle. St. George is the Spring Break destination for many Utah high school students.
Local Climate 
St. George lies in the high desert at an elevation of 2800 feet.  The climate is semi-arid with about 8-inches of precipitation annually from rains usually occurring in the early spring and in late summer.  Temperatures for the summer months are 95-101, but the low humidity makes it livable. Communities, such as Pine Valley, Central, and Enterprise exist nearby, and can be great alternatives if one wishes to live in a cooler climate.

Housing 
St. George and the nearby cities of Santa Clara, Ivins, Washington, Hurricane, Enterprise, and other communities of southern Washington County offer a variety of sizes, styles and prices to suit most buyer or renter needs.  The housing market is active with a few new developments at the present time.  Based on the 2011 housing sale prices, the average sales price of a home in Washington County is $158,000 and condominium/town homes are $120,000

Health Care 
Full service medical facilities are available within the St. George area. The new Dixie Regional Medical Center opened late 2003. The new facility, with over 140 patient beds and 8 operating rooms, provides a high level of health services, including open heart surgery, cancer treatment, and other advanced care. 

Several health centers, clinics, family practice, same day surgical services, specialty treatment centers and home health services are located throughout the St George area. Also, many provider choices for dental care, optical care, hearing centers, and specialty medical services are available locally. 

Schools 
 Washington County School District public education enrollment is over 30,000 students. There are 23 elementary schools, 5 middle schools, and 6 high schools.  Remedial and gifted student programs are offered within the district.  A few elementary and middle schools are on year-round schedules, high schools are on a traditional August-May schedule. Statistics show a 98% graduation rate with 82% of high school graduates planning to continue higher education. One fully accredited charter high school for the performing arts is located in nearby Ivins.

Dixie State University is located in St. George with a present enrollment of 10,000 students. Four-year bachelor degrees are offered in business, accounting, biology, computer & information systems, communications, criminal justice, dental hygiene, nursing, English , and elementary education.  Associate degree programs are offered in the arts, sciences, business, pre-engineering, and science in criminal justice. Career courses in automotive, health sciences, graphic communications, marketing and visual technology. Advanced 4-year and master’s degrees, accessed through Southern Utah University and Utah State University, are available at Dixie State University.

Churches  

A listing of churches shows: Assembly of God, Baptist (5), Southern Baptist (2), Catholic (3), Christian Science, Church of Christ, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (21), Episcopal, Jehovah’s Witnesses (2), Lutheran (3) Presbyterian, Seventh-day Adventist (2), United Methodist, Unity, Harvest Christian Assembly, and a non-denominational Bible Church.
Shopping / Business 

There are numerous banks and financial institutions, a good business selection, shopping malls, smaller craft shops, boutiques and unique stores available to shoppers.  Several local and chain grocery stores are located though out the towns.  Gas stations with mini-marts are plentiful.  
Eating/Dining out  

A great variety of wonderful restaurants, smorgasbord, ethnic dining and most fast food chain eateries are represented.
Leisure Activities 

More than we can name.  There are several special annual events such as: St George’s First Night, Art Festivals, Marathon, Iron Man, Huntsman World Senior Games, and the Dixie Round-Up.  Other events include the Washington County Fair, Parade of Homes, Santa Clara Swiss Days, Enterprise Corn Festival, Hurricane Easter Car Show, DSC Invitational Art Show & Junior College Rotary Bowl to name just a few. You are just 1 ½ hour from Las Vegas or a mere 35 miles takes you across the border to Mesquite NV to enjoy their gaming resorts. Winter snow activities on Cedar Mountain and skiing at Brian Head ski resort are within a two-hour drive.

Golfing is high on the list of activities. Per capita, there are more courses in St George than anywhere else in the country.  With nine public courses and one private golf club, all set in picturesque sites, it is often described as a “golfer’s paradise” 

Other outdoor activities include walking or biking along more than 30 miles of paved trails that connect parks, desert areas and town center, enjoying any of the 25 local parks, swimming at the family aquatic center or other public pools, visiting the beautiful nearby National Parks and State Parks, playing ball on the many ball fields, recreating at the family fun center, recreation and fitness centers or take in a movie at one of the five movie theatre complexes. Enjoy boating and water sports at Quail Reservoir, Sand Hollow, and Gunlock Reservoir. 

Hunting, camping, hiking, fishing and mountain biking are all available to experience. Several Forest Service campgrounds are located on the west side of the Pine Valley Mountain for a cooling summer retreat. An equestrian campground provides a convenience to horseman for exploring the District’s 195 miles of trails, including many miles within the 50,000-acre Pine Valley Wilderness area. More information can be obtained at the Interagency Information Center, 345 West Riverside Dr. St. George, UT 84770.
For information about the St. George area, visit the Washington County web page at http://www.washco.state.ut.
Panguitch, Utah . . . 

Population and Elevation
Population is about 1,600, and is the county seat of Garfield County.

Elevation is 6,660 feet.

Housing
Single-family homes and apartments are available.  Most housing sells in the $100,000 to $250,000 range.  Single family rental units vary between $400 and $700 per month.  Government housing for this position may be available.

Health Care
Acute care health service is available at Garfield Memorial Hospital, which consists of a 10 bed inpatient facility, a 32 bed long term care facility, a clinic, four primary physicians, and one mid-level practitioner.  Outlying clinics to neighboring communities are also provided, plus traveling specialists which visit the hospital on a monthly basis.
Churches, Schools and Childcare Facilities
Churches available in Panguitch consist of a Catholic church, a Christian church, Gertrude Mission Catholic Church, and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (multiple). 

Public schools are administered by the Garfield County School District and consist of an elementary school (K thru 6th grades), one middle school (7th and 8th grade), and one high school (9th thru 12th grades).  
Day care facilities are available.

The Arts, Entertainment, and Sports
Recreation facilities in Panguitch consist of a city park, five baseball fields, one rodeo ground, one movie theater, and one library.

Local Climate
The average "annual" temperature in Panguitch is 43 degrees; in January 23 degrees and 64 degrees in July.  Average high and low temperatures in January are 39 degrees and 7 degrees.  Average high and low temperatures in July are 84 degrees and 45 degrees.  The average annual precipitation is 10 inches with a light average snowfall of 25 inches.  Most snowfall will come and go, with a small amount of snow pack over the winter.  The sun shines often in winter.
Shopping and Other Facilities
One grocery store exists which offers every day shopping needs.  Two hardware stores with associated agricultural/building products are also present.  There are several small tourist specialty shops located throughout the town as well as motels, restaurants, gas stations/food marts, and other general shopping facilities.  Fast food establishments consist of Henrie’s Drive Inn, Arbys, C-Stop Pizza, Subway, and the Flying M Restraurant.

Other shopping facilities are located in Cedar City, population 32,000 located 69 miles to the west, and Richfield, population 8,000 located approximately 75 miles to the north.

For more information about Panguitch and the surrounding area, visit
http://www.city-data.com/city/Panguitch-Utah.ht
Escalante, Utah . . . 

Population and Elevation

Population 917.  

Elevation is 5,700 feet.
Local Climate

The climate in Escalante is moderate with temperatures rarely below zero in the winter, and rarely above 100 degrees in the summer.  Vegetable gardening is popular and fruit orchards are scattered through town. The average annual precipitation is 10 inches with a light average snowfall. Most snowfall will come and go, while on occasion a small amount of snow may persist through part of the winter.  The mountains above town will accumulate many feet of snow and the high plateaus will see precipitation of over 30 inches annually.  The sun shines often in winter.  The night skies are indescribable.
Housing

A small number of single-family homes are available.  Houses sell for about $100,000 and up; most are in the $100,000 to $180,000 range. Single family rental units are around $550.00 per month. Government housing may be available but limited to bunkhouse space or travel trailer hookups.
Health Care

Garfield Memorial Kazan Clinic is open Monday through Friday. Garfield Memorial Hospital (County hospital) is located in Panguitch, Utah, approximately 67 miles from Escalante.  Dental services will be available soon. 

Churches, Schools and Childcare Facilities

Area churches include Catholic (services held every other Monday), Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and Baptist.  

Public schools are administered by the Garfield County School District. Located within town are one elementary school, K through the 6th grade, and one high school (7th through 12th grades). The elementary school was just recognized by the State as the number one performing public elementary institution in the state.  Southern Utah University, located 135 miles from town in Cedar City, Utah, is a four-year Division I university.

No day care facilities are available.  Day care providers within the city may be available.

The Arts, Entertainment, and Sports

Recreation facilities in Escalante consist of a city park, two baseball fields, one rodeo ground and one library.  Each fall the community hosts the Escalante Arts Festival and the Boulder to Escalante Marathon.  The city is the base location for outdoor exploration into the Canyons of the Escalante, Hole in the Rock Road, Hells Backbone and the Burr Trail.  Outdoor recreation activities abound.  Hunting, fishing, hiking and ATV enthusiasts are regular visitors.
Shopping and Other Facilities

One grocery store exists which offers every day shopping needs.  A newly opened home center with associated agricultural/building products is also present.  There are several small tourist specialty shops located throughout the town as well as motels, restaurants, gas stations and other general shopping facilities.  
For information about the Escalante area, visit http://www.escalantecity-utah.com/
Outreach Notice Form

 Hydrologist
GS-1315-11
If interested please respond no later than May 23, 2014
If you are interested in this position, and wish to have the website vacancy announcement faxed or mailed to you, please complete this form, fax, mail or email to jwhicker@fs.fed.us or by mail Julie Whicker – Administrative Support Assistant, Dixie National Forest, Supervisor's Office, 1789 North Wedgewood Lane, Cedar City, Utah 84721, or fax to (435) 865-3791.  You may phone 435-865-3700 for additional information.

Yes, I’m interested in the Hydrologist position and would like to receive a copy of the Vacancy Announcement.

NAME: ________________________________________________________________



E-MAIL ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________


______
TELEPHONE NUMBER: _____________________________________________________



AGENCY EMPLOYED WITH:   _____USFS     _____BLM      _____OTHER________________


TYPE OF APPOINTMENT:  _____PERMANENT   _____ TEMPORARY   ______ TERM

                                                      ______ VRA                      _____ PWD                    ______ OTHER

CURRENT REGION/FOREST/DISTRICT: _________________________________________
______
CURRENT SERIES AND GRADE: ___________________________________________________


CURRENT POSITION TITLE: _______________________________________________________


IF NOT A CURRENT PERMANENT (CAREER OR CAREER CONDITIONAL) EMPLOYEE

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE TO BE HIRED UNDER ANY OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL 

AUTHORITIES?

      ______ PERSON WITH DISABILITIES

      ______ VETERANS READJUSTMENT

      ______ DISABLED VETERANS W/30% COMPENSABLE DISABILITY

      ______ VETERANS EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES ACT OF 1998

      ______ FORMER PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER

      ______ PATHWAYS PROGRAM

      ______ OTHER ______________________________________________________________

Thank you for your interest in this opportunity!

