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Dear Interested Party;
The Westside Ranger District of the Caribou-Targhee National Forest is seeking public comments on the Gibson Jack Trailhead Relocation environmental analysis.  The District Ranger has worked with the City of Pocatello, Bannock County and the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality to design a proposed action that would reduce potential impacts to Gibson Jack stream and its fish habitat, riparian area and water quality.  

Location
The proposed action would relocate the existing Gibson Jack Trailhead, Legal Description T7S R34E Sections 24 and 25 in Bannock County, approximately 800 ft. west from the western terminus of Forest Road #008, Gibson Jack Road.   The project area is within Bannock County.  See attached maps.

Proposed Action

The proposed trailhead relocation would increase existing parking capacity and provide for a larger turn-around radius for vehicles with trailers.  Forest Trail #014 and Forest Trail #015, the non-motorized Gibson Jack Trail and the motorized South Fork of Gibson Jack Trail, would be relocated and reconstructed to improve trail condition and to accommodate the new trailhead location.  Construction work would include a new ATV bridge for Forest Trail #015 installed upstream from the existing location.  A public vault restroom would also be installed. 
A more detailed proposed action description is available for review at the Westside Ranger District Office, 4350 Cliffs Drive. Pocatello, ID 83204.  The proposed action description will also be available on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest projects website: www.fs.usda.gov/projects/ctnf/landmanagement/projects under the “Gibson Jack Trailhead Relocation” header.  Additional information regarding this action can be obtained from: Deb Tiller, Westside Ranger District; 4350 Cliffs Drive, Pocatello, ID 83204; telephone (208) 236-7500.  
Purpose and Need
Gibson Jack Trailhead was identified in the early 1990s as undersized for existing and future use.  Trailhead visitation has increased due to the growing popularity of daily trail running, mountain bike and motorcycle outings and hiking.  The change in use patterns to shorter day trips along with population growth in the Pocatello area have contributed to crowded conditions at Gibson Jack trailhead.  
The purpose and need for the proposed action is to provide adequate and safe trailhead facilities and trail conditions for forest visitors within the Gibson Jack drainage.  The purpose and need for the project is also to alleviate visitor trespass on adjacent private lands within Gibson Jack drainage.
Decision Framework and Public Comment

The proposed action will be analyzed within the framework of an Environmental Assessment (EA) and a Finding of No Significant Impact will be issued or intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be submitted to the Federal Register.

The purpose of this comment period is to provide an opportunity for the public to have early and meaningful participation on a proposed action prior to a decision being made by the Responsible Official.  Per 36 CFR 218 only those who provide specific, written comments regarding the proposed project or activity will be eligible to file an objection.

How to Comment and Timeframe
Written, facsimile, hand-delivered, and electronic comments concerning this action will be accepted for 30 calendar days following the publication of the legal notice in the Idaho State Journal.  The publication date in the newspaper of record is the exclusive means for calculating the comment period for this analysis.  Those wishing to comment should not rely upon dates or timeframes provided by any other source.  It is the responsibility of persons providing comments to submit them by the close of the comment period.  The regulations prohibit extending the length of the comment period.

Written comments must be submitted to: Jeff Hammes, Westside District Ranger, 4350 Cliffs Drive, Pocatello, ID  83204. The office business hours for those submitting hand-delivered comments are: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding federal holidays. 

Electronic comments must be submitted in a format such as an email message, plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), or Word (.doc) to dtiller@fs.fed.us.  In cases where no identifiable name is attached to a comment, a verification of identity will be required for objection eligibility. If using an electronic message, a scanned signature is one way to provide verification.  

Individuals and organizations wishing to be eligible to object must meet the information requirements of 36 CFR 218.5.  Comments received in response to this notice, including names and addresses of those who comment, are part of the public record for this action and will be available for public viewing.
Sincerely,

	
	

	 
	 

	JEFFERY J. HAMMES
	 

	District Ranger
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