
50
th

 Anniversary of Wilderness Act 
 

Wilderness on the Boulder Ranger District 
 

Please join the Boulder Ranger 

District in celebrating the 50
th

 

Anniversary of the historic 

Wilderness Act. We are proud to 

steward two amazing Wilderness 

areas on the BRD: Indian Peaks 

and James Peak. We hope you enjoy 

them as much as we do! 

 

Michael Anderson 

Wilderness Manager 

 

(see more on reverse) 

“I hear many stories from visitors. My favorite that I regularly pass on takes place inside the James 

Peak Wilderness near Rogers Pass Lake. A woman woke up after a night of tent camping to find both 

of her shoes missing. In her socks, she searched the area and in a nearby stand of trees found one of 

her shoes plus several other pieces of miscellaneous discarded footwear. She came across a second 

shoe that fit and was able to continue on her planned trip... A marmot with a shoe fetish? ”  

Elaine Wells, Visitor Information Specialist 

 

 



 

~As a soils and air quality specialist, I value the 
abundance of scientific information about air 
quality, ecology, hydrology, soils and geology that 
emergences from various studies that occur within 
or adjacent to our wilderness areas. As a citizen and 
outdoor recreation enthusiast, I greatly appreciate 
the natural beauty and solitude the wilderness 
offers.  I also enjoy the simple fact we live in a 
country which sees fit to put aside land for the sole 
purpose of keeping it wild. Eric Schroder, Soils & Air  
    
~ I value the quiet, meaning the absence of man-
made sound. Natural sounds become more 
dominant in true wilderness and that helps me to 
immerse myself in the experience and come away 
refreshed both physically and mentally. In 1989, I 
had my first wilderness area experience: canoeing, 
portaging, and backpacking in the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness of Minnesota. This was a 
totally new experience for a central Illinois farm gal! 
It opened up a whole new world for me, causing me 
to reassess what I wanted to do and see wherever I 
travelled for the rest of my life.  Laurel Temmen, 
Invasive Weeds 

 
 

~ Working on projects in Wilderness are a 
welcome challenge, to get a project done with 
the least impact and using non-motorized 
equipment is a nice change from day to day 
engineering operations which include large 
machinery and associated resource 
disturbance.  Plus projects in Wilderness allow 
me the joy of being in a quiet and beautiful part 
of the Forest while getting paid at the same 
time!  Awesome…   Judy Kittson, Engineer  
 
~Reports of invasive weeds in Wilderness areas 
are given priority in the Invasive Weeds 
program.  Laurel Temmen, Invasive Weeds 
 
~ Wilderness is a major influence in my 
professional position as a Visitor Information 
Specialist. I have hiked most every trail inside 
the James Peak and Indian Peaks Wilderness 
Areas. I regularly aid visitors with trip planning 
into these areas. I feel personally obligated to 
protect this valuable resource and take extra 
pains to explain wilderness philosophy and 
regulations to visitors.  Elaine Wells, VIS 

“There is a delight in the hardy life of the open. There are no words that can tell the hidden spirit of the wilderness that can reveal its mystery, its melancholy and its charm. 

The nation behaves well if it treats the natural resources as assets which it must turn over to the next generation increased and not impaired in value. Conservation means 

development as much as it does protection.”   ~Theodore Roosevelt (26th President of United States, provided federal protection for almost 230 million acres of U.S. land) 

 

-- Theodore Roosevelt (26th President of United States, provided federal protection for almost 230 million acres of U.S. land) 

Indian Peaks Wilderness, been enjoying for 
30-years.  ~Judy 
 
Gila Wilderness, for its vastness and unique 
status as the country’s first Wilderness Area, 
the birthplace of Wilderness.  ~Maribeth 
 
One that stands out most for me is the 
Superstition Wilderness Area in Arizona: 
cacti, desert environments and craggy rock 
formations.  ~Elaine 
 
One of my favorites is Washington’s Olympic 
Wilderness, specifically the 48-mile coastline. 
Stunning and a unique coastal environment, 
a step back in time…  ~Michael 
 

 

What quality of Wilderness 

do you value over all others? 

 

How does Wilderness influence 

you in your professional position? 

 

 

Favorite Wilderness Area? 


