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Executive Summary

The Collaborative Forest Restoration Program (CFRP) Technical Advisory Panel (Panel) met in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, April 7-11, 2014, to provide the USDA Forest Service with
recommendations for the Secretary of Agriculture on which grant applications submitted for
funding under the 2014 CFRP Request for Applications (RFA) best met the program objectives.
The Secretary of Agriculture chartered the Panel for two years as a Federal Advisory Committee on
March 24, 2014 pursuant to the Community Forest Restoration Act of 2000 (Title VI, Pub. L. No.
106-393). The meeting was open to the public. Eight Panel members attended the meeting. Panel
members’ Alan Hatch, Ching-Hsun Huang, Nina Wells, Jeremy Kruger and Kenneth Jaramillo
were unable to attend.

Prior to the Panel meeting, members completed online ethics training on the roles and
responsibilities of USDA Advisory Committee representatives. At the meeting, the Panel reviewed
their Bylaws and responsibilities under the Federal Advisory Committee Act and reviewed 26 grant
applications totaling $8,710,425 in federal requests. The Panel also reviewed the report from the
Sub-Committee on the review of the multi-party assessment reports from completed CFRP
projects. Panel members considered information presented during the public comment periods and
then conducted a consistency review of their comments on each application. The Panel also
provided recommendations for improving the Panel review process and the Request for
Applications (RFA).

If a Panel Member or any member of their immediate family, or organization employing them,
would directly or indirectly financially benefit from a CFRP grant proposal being evaluated, or if a
Panel Member had an identified role in the implementation of the project, that Panel member left
the meeting room during the discussion of that proposal and recused themselves from the Panel’s
decision to avoid a conflict of interest.

On April 11 the Panel recommended 9 CFRP projects for funding in 2014 totaling $2,945,000 (the
funding available for CFRP grants in fiscal year 2014) as well additional projects should additional
funding become available. On May 2 the Southwestern Regional Forester concurred with the Panel
recommendations and sent a transmittal letter to the Chief of the Forest Service with the Panel
recommendations and a decision memo for the Secretary of Agriculture. Grant award letters will
be issued by the appropriate administering National Forest following approval by the Secretary.

This report includes: An overview of the application review process; Panel review comments and
scores on the 2014 CFRP applications; the Sub-Committee report; Recommendations for
improving the proposal review process and RFA; the Panel Charter and Bylaws, A list of Panel
members; 2014 Panel meeting agenda, Public comments and Project funding recommendations for
the Secretary. This report, the Panel Charter, the Federal Register Announcement for the Panel
meeting and the 2014 RFA can be obtained on the CFRP website
(http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/r3/cfrp) or by contacting Walter Dunn, USDA Forest Service, 333
Broadway Blvd. SE, Albuquerque, NM 87102, telephone (505) 842-3425.
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Application Review Process

The Forest Service sorted applications into three categories prior to the Panel meeting: 1)
Implementation of on the ground restoration treatments; 2) Planning, assessment and NEPA
compliance; and 3) Small diameter tree utilization. The Panel reviewed administrative
observations provided by Forest Service staff and then used a consensus based process to develop
agreement on a description of how well the application met the evaluation criterion. Each Panel
member then filled out a score sheet indicating how well the application addressed each of the
evaluation criteria (O=not at all, 5=exceptionally well).

The Panel eliminated 3 of the 26 applications from consideration because they did not meet the
requirements of the 2014 RFA. Public comment periods were scheduled each day, and members of
the public could bring application review matters to the attention of the Panel during those periods
if they provided written comments to the Forest Service staff in advance. Public comment
received prior to the Panel meeting was sent via email to all Panel members. Hardcopies of the
public comment received prior to the meeting was provided to all Panel members on Monday,
April 7, 2014. Public comments received during the meeting were announced during the next
scheduled public comment on the agenda and hard copies were provided to all Panel members.
Public comments are included in Appendix G. After the applications were reviewed, the Panel
conducted a consistency check of their comments on each application, considering the information
presented during public comment periods and making corrections to the Panel report language
when necessary.

Following the consistency check Panel members developed a process for scoring each proposal’s
effect on long-term management and assigned a weight of 1.75 to those criteria. The Panel
identified the following elements to consider in developing their score for a project’s effect on
long-term management:

Best return on the investment to accomplish CFRP purposes and objectives.

Innovation that makes appropriate forest management more cost efficient.

Contribution to accomplishing larger landscape scale objectives.

Part of a landscape scale effort within an area that leads to land and watershed protection.

The ability to act as a catalyst to increase the effectiveness of projects beyond the one being
proposed.

Facilitates protection of communities from wildfire.

Allows more flexibility in wildland fire management.

Ability to create assets that are capable of generating net benefit streams past this project.
Increases community awareness and acceptance of fire’s role in the landscape.

Creating and maintaining utilization infrastructure.

Self-sustaining businesses.

The extent to which the proposal builds on (innovation and experimentation) previous
CFRP projects as opposed to repeating previous CFRP accomplishments.

¢ Maintaining local sustainable forest industries that provide land managers with a source (of

workers) for removing excessive fuels and establishing healthy forests.
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e Collaboration between using small diameter timber and a market based approach.

e Commitment to follow up first entry with second entry to avoid losing fire benefits gained.

e Most bang for the buck while protecting life and limb, creating jobs, utilizing materials and
creating better managed forest.

o Dedication to culture of safety for forest workers, fire managers, youth and employees.

e Monitoring contributes significantly to current knowledge, either forest restoration or forest
industry.

Forest Service staff calculated the average score for each application and created a table listing the
applications from highest to lowest score in each of the three project categories (planning,
utilization, and implementation). The Panel recommended funding two planning, two utilization,
and five implementation projects totaling $2,945,000. The Panel recommended funding the next
highest scoring implementation projects should additional funding become available.

Evaluation Criteria

The panel review comments for each application include numbered paragraphs which correspond to
the numbers for each of the following criteria:

1. Will the proposed project reduce the threat of large, high intensity wildfires and the negative
effects of excessive competition between trees by restoring ecosystem functions (including
healthy watersheds), structures, and species composition, including the reduction of non-native
species populations?

2. Will the proposed project re-establish fire regimes approximating those that shaped forest
ecosystems prior to fire suppression?

3. Will the proposed project replant trees in deforested areas, if they exist, in the proposed project

area?

Will the proposed project improve the use of, or add value to, small diameter trees?

Will the proposed project include a diverse and balanced group of stakeholders as well as

appropriate Federal, Tribal, State, County, Land Grant, and Municipal government

representatives in the design and implementation of the project? (Conservation Groups are non-
government, non-commaodity groups whose objectives include forest restoration, biodiversity
and/or habitat conservation, education and/or outreach.)

6. Does the proposal include a plan for a multiparty assessment that will:

() Identify both the existing ecological condition of the proposed project area and
the desired future condition; and

(b) Monitor and report on the positive or negative impact and effectiveness of the
project including improvements in local management skills and on the ground
results?

Does the project proposal incorporate current scientific forest restoration information?

Will the proposed project preserve old and large trees?

9. Will the proposed project create local employment or training opportunities within the context
of accomplishing restoration objectives and include summer youth job programs, such as the
Youth Conservation Corps, where appropriate?

10. Have the proponents demonstrated the capability to successfully implement the proposed
project?

11. Does the proposal facilitate landscape-scale, multi-jurisdictional efforts?

ok~

©
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12. Is the proposed activity in a priority area for hazardous fuel reduction?
13. Is the cost of the project reasonable and within the range of the fair market value for similar
work?
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2014 CFRP Grant Application Panel Review Comments

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 01-14

CATEGORY: Planning

ORGANIZATION: Cimarron Watershed Alliance

FOREST: Carson

PROJECT TITLE: Planning: Collaborative Restoration of Frequent Fire

Ecosystems in the Ponil Creek Watershed
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 260,425
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 65,103
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 325,529
EVALUATION SCORE:  45.63

Administrative Notes:

Piper bookkeeping is listed as a project partner on page 14 in the Partner Table and on page 5 of
the budget. A resume is included among the key personnel for Judy Piper, but there is no letter of
support verifying her role in the project. The applicant clarified to the Panel that Ms. Piper is a
previous member of the Board and current member of the Cimarron Watershed Alliance (CWA),
which is the applicant.

See Appendix G for public comment related to this application.

1. Strength of this proposal is that it seeks to identify both thinning and prescribed
burning opportunities thus including multiple tools for fuel reduction and forest
restoration. The intent is to analyze the need for fuels treatment given the change in
landscape due to the Ponil fire.

2. The Forest Service Ranger District has reintroduced fire nearby and regularly implements
prescribed burns, demonstrating a willingness to reestablish natural fire regimes.

3. The executive summary mentions planting.

4. A letter was included with a commitment to utilize material from Silver Dollar Racings and
Shavings, however further effort could have been made to contact and seek collaboration with other
value-added producers in the area.

5. The proposal lists a diversity of collaborators including grazing, livestock and
wildlife interests, but there is no commitment from NM Game and Fish to implement
the project once the NEPA is complete. The applicant contacted and received support
from downstream and neighboring landowners which may be affected by the proposed
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activities. The Forest Service Ranger District letter of endorsement commits significant
technical assistance and staff to support the project.

Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the
deferment of mechanical or ground disturbing treatments to exclude the nesting season
for birds from April to July.

6. Recommendation: Consider the establishment of permanent plots during planning activities
which would facilitate long-term monitoring.

7. The proposal would have been stronger by incorporating current scientific forest restoration
information and site-specific information. It is not clear in the Statement of Need how recent fires
have affected fuel loads and fire hazard in the planning area, although it is acknowledged that
pretreatment data has yet to be collected.

Recommendation: If treatment is proposed for pifion-juniper, the proposal should discuss the
application of stand type concepts outlined in Romme and others (2009).

8. There is no reference to the preservation of large, old trees.
9. A letter from the school district would have strengthened the proposal.

10. The Forest Service District Ranger’s letter describes a long and successful relationship with
CWA and CFRP. The partners collectively have extensive experience.

11. The project is multijurisdictional and includes the state wildlife refuge, but it is not
clear if there are opportunities to leverage funds from partners that are willing to
participate in this planning effort.

12. The support letter from the Forest Service Ranger District indicated that the project was a high
priority.

13. The size of the proposed planning area is a strength; this is evident in the reasonable cost for the
project.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 02-14

CATEGORY: Planning

ORGANIZATION: Rocky Mountain Ecology LLC

FOREST: Carson

PROJECT TITLE: Planning: Landscape-Level Forest Restoration Planning in

the White Peak Area, Colfax County, New Mexico
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 268,602
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 71,650
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 358,252
EVALUATION SCORE:  49.44
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1. The project would be located on state land and would leverage work in adjacent
federal areas. The area has been identified as a priority area in a CWPP.

2. The proposal is strengthened by a written commitment from the land manager to use
prescribed fire in the area where applicable (see letter of endorsement from Jim
Norwick).

3. No comment.

4. The applicant contacted value-added producers in the area, but there is no significant
commitment to utilize material from future implementation projects.

5. The proposal includes a diverse and balanced group of collaborators. The neighbors support the
project and would be involved in monitoring. The State Land Office (SLO) commits to
implementing the project.

Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the deferment of
mechanical or ground disturbing treatments to exclude the nesting season for birds from April to
July.

6. The proposal is strengthened by using Common Stand Exam (CSE) plots, monitoring indicators
associated with CSE plots, and socio-economic indicators.

Recommendation: Consider the establishment of permanent plots during planning activities which
would facilitate long-term monitoring.

7. The proposal includes references to the current science, in particular the New Mexico Forest
Restoration Principles, and discusses specific restoration targets for trees per acre and canopy
cover.

Recommendation: If treatment is proposed for pifion-juniper, the proposal should discuss the
application of stand type concepts outlined in Romme and others (2009).

8. On page 6 the applicant commits to preserving old and large trees.

9. Philmont Scout Ranch plans to collaborate with Rocky Mountain Ecology to provide two full
day ecological training sessions for local youth. Rocky Mountain Ecology would create 5
professional jobs to complete the NEPA surveys.

10. Sean Knox’s resume demonstrates extensive experience in NEPA planning. Paragraph 2 of the
letter of endorsement indicates that the diverse partners in this proposal have a history of working
collaboratively to meet restoration objectives. The SLO has an extensive and successful record of
implementation of CFRP projects in the area.
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11. The project would include work in the White Peak Landscape that would
complement work on adjacent private lands (Philmont Scout Ranch) in collaboration
with the State Land Office. The State Land Office commits to implementation.

12. The NM Statewide Assessment indicates the area is a priority for restoration.

13. This project would complete the NEPA analysis on 5,000 acres, which is a small
area for a NEPA project of this cost. However, the project includes cultural resources,
biological and MSO/goshawk surveys that are not included in other CFRP planning
projects.

14. The applicant states that they will pursue other funding sources to implement the
project after planning is complete (see list on page 6).

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 03-14

CATEGORY: Planning

ORGANIZATION: Racher Resource Management LLC

FOREST: Cibola

PROJECT TITLE: Wildfire and Water Source Protection in New Mexico
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 239,968

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 59,992

TOTAL BUDGET: $ 299,960

EVALUATION SCORE:  51.84

1. This project would facilitate future expansion and implementation of forest health and
watershed restoration through collaborations with local and national entities.

Recommendation: The proposal would be strengthened by more clearly describing the
gap the project attempts to address, as well as intermediate stages that measure progress
(accomplishments), and the final vision.

2. The proposal has the appropriate collaborators and partners and strategic capacity to
reestablish natural fire regimes across a majority of New Mexico’s fire prone forest
(cattle growers, water utilities, federal agencies, etc.).

3. No comment.

4. By developing broad-based, socio-political infrastructure to support forest restoration,
the project, if successful, would greatly strengthen the capacity of all sectors involved in
forest restoration in New Mexico. Total utilization of small diameter timber is
specifically addressed in this proposal. Assisting industry growth to achieve this is a
specific objective of the proposal.
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5. The proposal includes a diverse and balanced group of stakeholders and aims to
positively effect forest restoration statewide. The inclusion of forest product commodity
providers is a strength of the proposal.

6. The adaptive management framework described in the monitoring plan is a strength,
but the metrics of success in accomplishing the project objectives are difficult to
identify.

Recommendation: The proposal would be strengthened by including specific interim
benchmarks to measure success in the integration of supply, industry and utilization
across multiple landscapes at a landscape-scale. These benchmarks should be included
in the multiparty monitoring plan.

7. The proposal could have been strengthened by referencing the scientific literature and
background.

8. The proposal references the New Mexico Forest Restoration Principles and states the
project would preserve old and large trees.

9. The proposal discusses 1,200 new jobs, but does not identify where the number 1,200
comes from, and does not tie the new jobs as attributable to the federal funds requested
for this project. During the meeting the proponents clarified how the 1,200 jobs were
calculated. The commitment of CNM to provide the specialized training necessary to
support potential industry jobs created is a strength.

10. Based on their experience the proponents clearly have the capability to successfully
implement large-scale natural resource projects, though this project is different from
those implemented in the past.

11. The proposal is specifically designed to facilitate landscape scale multijurisdictional
efforts in forest restoration planning and indeed is only focused on large-scale planning
concepts.

12. The collaborators have the capacity and the experience to further prioritize areas for
hazardous fuel reduction and restoration across large landscapes which could make use
of limited funds more efficient. The proposal identifies the area of fire-adapted forest
and further refines that area to a portion that would be strategically selected for
treatment (see page 3).

13. Because of the unique and innovative nature of this proposal, the cost valuations are
difficult to evaluate and deliverables are not clearly specified. However, the proposed
activities could lead to significant investment in the future from both private and public
entities.

14. The participation of The Nature Conservancy and other partners is significant. Their
reputation and the potential for private funding will help incentivize future collaboration
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statewide. The project’s potential to coordinate/leverage funds, develop a labor force to
implement projects, and bolster industry increases its positive effect on long-term
management.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 04-14

CATEGORY: Planning

ORGANIZATION: City of Alamogordo

FOREST: Lincoln

PROJECT TITLE: Westside Sacramento Mountains Watershed Restoration

and Fuels Reduction Plan
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 356,504
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 89,125
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 445,629
EVALUATION SCORE: 50.56

1. The proponent seeks to address forest restoration across jurisdictions to enable
treatments that would reduce the threat of large, high intensity wildfire to the watershed
and infrastructure of the City of Alamogordo.

2. The proposal considers both mechanical treatment and prescribed fire as tools for
reestablishing natural fire regimes in the planning area. The fact that there are no active
grazing allotments in the planning area increases the likelihood that the project
objectives will be accomplished from a logistical perspective.

3. No comment.

4. The proposal narrative clearly describes the intent and importance of including
partners who would utilize small diameter timber where possible. Supporting letters
from industry would have been helpful.

5. The Forest Service Ranger District letter of endorsement commits significant
technical assistance and staff to support the project.

Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the
deferment of mechanical and ground disturbing activities during the nesting season of
birds (April through July).

6. The proposal incorporates appropriate indicators to measure project objectives.

Recommendation: Consider installing permanent monitoring plots in the project area.
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7. The proposal incorporates scientific forest restoration information about Ponderosa
pine and mixed conifer, but neglects to provide analysis and information on pifion-
juniper woodlands, which make up most of the forest type in the area.

Recommendation: If treatment is proposed for pifion-juniper, the project should discuss
the application of stand type concepts outlined in Romme and others (2009).

8. The proposal mentions that the project would develop prescriptions that preserve old
and large trees.

9. The proposal includes training opportunities and active participation by youth in both
environmental analysis as well as stand exams.

10. No comment.

11. The proposal lists multiple land management organizations as partners including the
City of Alamogordo, the Forest Service, and the Mescalero Apache Tribe. The project
would provide significant opportunities to leveraging other funding sources to ensure
landscape-scale application. The proposal links to other areas where NEPA is completed
so the project would contribute to landscape-scale forest restoration efforts.

12. The proposed activity is in a priority area for hazardous fuels reduction. The
proposal describes the value of the utility infrastructure and highlights the fact that the
planning area contributes up to 1.5 billion gallons of water to the city.

13. The two-stage NEPA planning process described in the proposal would be an
efficient and novel way to accomplish restoration objectives.

14. This project would help protect critical infrastructure. Planning for its protection
demonstrates wise foresight on part of land managers.
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PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 05-14

CATEGORY: Planning

ORGANIZATION: Sustainable Ecosystems LLC

FOREST: Santa Fe

PROJECT TITLE: Forest Restoration Planning in American Park
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 360,000

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000

TOTAL BUDGET: $ 450,000

EVALUATION SCORE:  45.91

1. This proposed project would reduce the risk of high severity fire in the project area.

2. The proposal demonstrates a strong commitment from the state, federal and private landowners
to allow prescribed fire in the planning area.

3. No comment.

4. The applicant made contact with value-added producers in the area; however there is
no significant commitment to utilize material that may come from future
implementation projects.

5. The proposal includes a broad range of collaborators including grazing permitees. Although not
required in the RFA, the proposal could have been stronger by including a conservation group.
Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the deferment of
mechanical and ground disturbing activities during the nesting season of birds (April through July).

6. The monitoring plan includes clear indicators of success for the socio-economic objectives of
the project and the completion of the NEPA surveys and documentation. Ecological pretreatment
data will be collected, which offers the opportunity to install permanent monitoring plots in the
project area.

7. The proposal references stand exams and the communities at risk are described in the
Sandoval County CWPP. The narrative would have been strengthened by including a
discussion of the current scientific forest restoration information that was included in the
Appendix.

Recommendation: If treatment is proposed for pifion-juniper, the project should discuss
the application of stand type concepts outlined in Romme and others (2009).

8. The proposal objectives are to focus on removal of small diameter material.
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9. This application has a strong educational component including letters of commitment from the
Girl Scouts of America and local REI stores who commit to providing educational outreach for this
project and other forest restoration activities.

10. The applicant has extensive experience developing NEPA documents.

11. This NEPA documentation proposed would complement many already implemented
projects and investments on both private and federal lands, particularly work in
important riparian areas.

12. The Forest Service Cuba Ranger District has identified the project area as a high
priority for forest restoration and fuels reduction. The proposal also demonstrates the
planning area is a high priority because it is adjacent to headwaters for 15 perennial
streams and is an area with high recreational value.

13. The proposal will prepare NEPA documents for a large area of forest land (20,000
acres) at a reasonable cost.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 06-14

CATEGORY: Utilization

ORGANIZATION: Old Wood

FOREST: Santa Fe

PROJECT TITLE: Utilization Application: Old Wood LLC High Volume

Production in Flooring from Small Diameter Timber
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 360,000
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 450,000
EVALUATION SCORE:  54.54

Administrative Notes:

Shiloh Old recused himself from participating in the review of this proposal. Prior to its
review on April 8, 2014, Shiloh Old left the room at 11:12 am. He returned at 11:58 am
after the Panel completed scoring. He also recused himself during the consistency
review of this proposal on April 10, 2014 from 1:58 pm to 2:15 pm.

1. This proposal is strengthened by including projections on how this utilization project
would translate into acres treated.

2. The proponent has a history of sourcing material from projects that achieve the CFRP
restoration objectives.
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4. The proposal is requesting funding to purchase equipment to meet an expanding
market for high value products obtained from small diameter trees. The proponent has
demonstrated the capacity to produce a highly value-added product that is beyond the
traditional products produced in the State. The product is unique in the markets of NM
and offers the potential to expand treatment capacity in the State. Making a product
from non-native invasive tree species is unique among CFRP projects and strengthens
the proposal.

5. The proposal includes a balanced group of stakeholders and indicates who will
provide material and who the finished product will go to after it is produced.

6. The monitoring indicators are directly related to the equipment purchase and other
project objectives (the wood coop and the chain of custody for certified product).

7. The proponent has a history of sourcing material from projects that use current
scientific forest restoration information.

8. The proposal includes the preservation of old, large, and ‘noble’ trees. The proponent
has a history of sourcing material from projects that preserve old and large trees.

9. The proponent currently maintains 21 employees that can be attributed to past CFRP
funding. The project would create 9 additional jobs and include high tech training via
programs such as the Manufacturing Extension Program and CNC training in
collaboration with Luna Community College in Las Vegas. This professional training
may create long-term employment and new jobs in the future.

10. The proponent’s track record of producing and marketing a unique product from
small diameter materials indicates there is a high probability the proposed project would
be implemented successfully.

11. The project would facilitate landscape scale, multi-jurisdictional projects by
expanding the market for products from small diameter timber.

12. The proponent has a history of sourcing material from projects that are in high
priority areas for hazardous fuel reduction.

13. The budget includes program income. The equipment prices seem reasonable and
some of the funding would be for purchasing used equipment. The round trip air fare
for travel seems high. The proposal exhibits a well-developed business and marketing
plan.

14. This project displays innovative techniques for using exotic species on a larger scale
and represents an ambitious vision of the potential for New Mexico wood products.
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PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 07-14

CATEGORY: Utilization

ORGANIZATION: Roger Tucker Inc.

FOREST: Santa Fe

PROJECT TITLE: Utilization: Expanded Capacity and Utilization of Small

Diameter Trees
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 360,000
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 450,000
EVALUATION SCORE: 48.56

1. The material for the project would come from the South West Jemez Mountains
CFLRP planning area, which would leverage existing collaborative groups and
resources to accomplish CFRP and project objectives on a large landscape. The
proposal quantifies the impact to the landscape of doubling the number of loads of trees
and chips. The applicant also provided an acre equivalent which strengthens the
proposal.

2. Obtaining the material for the project from the South West Jemez mountains CFLRP
planning area would leverage existing collaborative groups and resources to accomplish
the CFRP and project objectives.

3. No comment.

4. Although transportation equipment does not necessarily add value to small diameter
timber it is necessary for the industry to thrive. This project would address a significant
transportation problem for local industry. However, the benefit would be limited to the
local area due to the high cost of traveling with an empty truck (dead head cost). The
proposal includes letters of commitment from several companies that will purchase
products made from small diameter trees including organic chips, bedding, soil
products, seeding and erosion control. Those products would be an expansion of the
traditional product mix.

Recommendation: Reference to a completed business plan would strengthen the
proposal.

5. The proposal lists a diverse set of stakeholders including the Santa Fe National
Forest. The project would include joint learning opportunities on industry limitations
and barriers.

6. The monitoring plan indicators are feasible and well suited to the project objectives.

7. The proponent has a history of sourcing material from projects that use current
scientific forest restoration information.
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8. The proposal specifically mentions that it will preserve old and large trees to maintain
and preserve wildlife habitat (see page 5).

9. The project would create 3 jobs and potentially create additional temporary
employment for forest workers to transport and stack the material for Tribal Elders. The
project would also involve the Boy Scouts (Troop 210 and others) in outreach
education.

10. The proponent has 40 years of experience in the industry and a track record of
producing and marketing a product from small diameter materials. That history
indicates there is a very high probability the proposed project would be implemented
successfully.

11. Obtaining the material for the project from the South West Jemez mountains CFLRP
planning area would leverage existing collaborative groups and resources to accomplish
the CFRP and project objectives.

12. Obtaining the material for the project from the South West Jemez mountains CFLRP
planning area would leverage existing collaborative groups and resources to accomplish
the CFRP and project objectives.

13. No comment.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 08-14

CATEGORY: Utilization

ORGANIZATION: Conley’s Lumber Mill LLC

FOREST: Santa Fe

PROJECT TITLE: Complimenting Firewood Communities
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 360,000

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000

TOTAL BUDGET: $ 450,000

EVALUATION SCORE: Not scored.

Administrative Notes:

The application is eliminated from consideration due to a missing letter of commitment from the
Espanola Ranger District. The Espanola Ranger District is listed as a partner in table 5 on page 2
with roles identified as a small diameter supplier and a partner in multiparty monitoring. The
USFS is also identified as a member of the project’s multiparty monitoring team in Table 6 on page
7 and in the last paragraph on page 8. The CFRP Request for Applications states on page 10 that
applications which do not include letters of commitment from all project partners with specific
roles in project implementation will be eliminated.
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1. No comment.
2. No comment.
3. No comment.
4. This equipment would allow the applicant to diversify his already well developed market.

Recommendation: The proposal would be strengthened by including more detail on the present and
proposed future capacity and income from the firewood operation.

5. The proposal includes broad collaboration, including a strong letter of support from Santa Clara
Pueblo.

6. The indicators of the monitoring plan seem feasible and are well suited to the project
objectives.

7. No comment.

9. Project would create 7 jobs distributing firewood to tribal and land grant
communities.

10. The proponent has 50 years of experience in the industry and a track record of
producing and marketing a product from small diameter materials. That history
indicates there is a very high probability that the proposed project would be
implemented successfully.

11. The project would build a network to assess firewood needs across the Pueblo. The
proposal explained how the proposed equipment purchases would lower the cost of
fuelwood.

12. No comment.

13. Some of the equipment requested in this proposal has been used successfully by
other CFRP grantees in the past.

Recommendation: The proposal would be strengthened if it included an estimate of the
program income and evidence of a business plan for the operation.

Recommendation: The applicant is encouraged to resubmit next year with required
documentation.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 09-14
CATEGORY: Utilization
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ORGANIZATION: Spotted Owl Timber Inc.

FOREST: Santa Fe

PROJECT TITLE: Creating a Sustainable Market for the Utilization of Small
Diameter Tree by Providing a Renewable Source of
Materials and Maintaining Healthier Forests (CPM)

FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 360,000

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000

TOTAL BUDGET: $ 450,000

EVALUATION SCORE:  43.47

1. The material for the project would come from the South West Jemez mountains
CFLRP project which would leverage existing collaborative groups and resources to
accomplish CFRP and project objectives.

Recommendation: The proposal would have been strengthened by including a map of
the source area for the material.

2. The material for the project would come from the South West Jemez mountains
CFLRP planning which would leverage existing collaborative groups and resources to
accomplish CFRP and project objectives.

4. The letters of commitment from customers indicate that the equipment purchases
requested in this proposal would allow the applicant to improve his small diameter
processing capacity and expand the market for this material. The reference to ‘green’
marketing techniques is somewhat unique to CFRP proposals and is appreciated.

Recommendation: Reference to a completed business plan would strengthen the
proposal.

Recommendation: Identify the certifying agency and document the process that agency
requires for the types of products that would be certified to support the reference in the
proposal.

5. The collaborative group is limited and could be strengthened by including a
conservation interest group.

6. The indicators in the monitoring plan seem feasible.

Recommendation: The proposal would be strengthened by linking indicators to specific
project objectives.

7. The letter from the Forest Service District Ranger indicates that the material for the
project would come from the SW Jemez project, which is supported by scientific
information.
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8. The preservation of old and large trees is not specifically mentioned in the proposal.
However, the machinery being requested is intended to create value from small diameter
timber. The source of material for this operation would be the Southwest Jemez
CFLRP. The treatment prescriptions for that project preserve old and large trees.

9. The project would sustain 4 jobs and add 3 new jobs. The proposal mentions an
educational component with the Santa Fe Public Schools, but that component is not well
developed. The letter from Santa Fe Public Schools mentions, but does provide
specifics on, the educational or youth development opportunities. The narrative
describes training in gardening and landscaping but the letter of support also mentions
forest and watershed restoration.

Recommendation: The training component of the project should focus on forest
restoration rather than gardening and landscaping. The applicant may want to explore
additional curriculum and classes within the District that relate to forest restoration.

10. The proponent’s experience and customer base indicate that they have proven their
ability to implement the project.

11. The material for the project would come from the South West Jemez mountains
CFLRP planning which would leverage existing collaborative groups and resources to
accomplish CFRP and project objectives. The proposal would have been strengthened
by including a map of the source area for the material.

12. The material for the project would come from the South West Jemez mountains
CFLRP project which would leverage existing collaborative groups and resources to
accomplish CFRP and project objectives.

Recommendation: The proposal would have been strengthened by including a map of
the source area for the material.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 10-14

CATEGORY: Utilization

ORGANIZATION: Ellinger Logging

FOREST: Lincoln

PROJECT TITLE: Utilization: Adding Small Diameter Processing Capability

to the Existing Ellinger Logging Sawmill
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 360,000
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 450,000
EVALUATION SCORE:  51.78
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1. The proposal introduction highlights the benefits of more cost efficient removal of
small diameter material. These benefits are reiterated in the letter from the Forest
Service Sacramento District Ranger. By providing local mill facilities, the project would
enhance the ability of the Lincoln National Forest to effectively complete restoration
and/or stewardship contracts.

2. Expansion of local milling operations would enable greater use of fire on the
landscape and increase the potential for forest restoration.

3. No comment.

4. The equipment requested in this application is common and normal for the industry
and will allow the operator to increase his production of value-added products from
small diameter timber. The basic, well thought out floor plan for this machinery
indicates how the proponent plans to gang the equipment to maximum efficiency and
product flow.

5. The proposal is strengthened by the existing relationships between the proponent and
the project partners on both the supply and market side. However, the partners could
have been more diverse by including a conservation representative.

6. The monitoring plan indicators are specific to the project objectives, but the plan
lacks a specific measure for the proposed four-fold increase in productivity and
efficiency described in the executive summary.

7. The proposal narrative includes a strong discussion of the current forest scientific
restoration information as well as an appendix with scientific references.

8. The proposal will preserve old and large trees as stated in the narrative, and the
machinery proposed for purchase is intended for, and in some cases limited to, the
processing of small diameter trees.

9. Cloudcroft High School has developed a three year basic forestry safety, forest
economics and environmental impact program to engage students’ interests. The
proponent indicated that he would offer Cloudcroft High School Forestry Program
students first preference for hiring.

The Forest Service District Ranger letter of endorsement states that the proponent is
committed to promoting the local economy by processing materials within New Mexico
instead of moving material out of state prior to processing. Providing local mill
facilities would enhance the Lincoln National Forest’s ability to effectively complete
restoration and/or stewardship contracts.

10. The Forest Service District Ranger’s letter of endorsement indicates that the

proponent has a track record of successfully implementing projects that utilize material
from the Lincoln National Forest. The proponent built his business and has remained in
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operation without CFRP support, which demonstrates his capabilities. The applicant’s
existing contracts with the Forest Service is a strength. The proposal is strengthened by
reference to a 2012 business plan.

11. The applicant demonstrated his ability to address landscape scale, multijurisdictional
projects by including the Mescalero Apache Tribe as a stakeholder.

12. The Lincoln National Forest is restricted in their ability to treat high priority areas
because few mills are operating in the area and there are limited outlets for small
diameter material.

13. The budget for the equipment requested is reasonable. New equipment is being
purchased wherever possible to maximize usable life, which will improve the project’s
return on investment.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 11-14 Rev.

CATEGORY: Utilization

ORGANIZATION: Restoration Technologies

FOREST: Gila

PROJECT TITLE: Commercialization of Zerosion, an engineered composite

biomass erosion control material, using low value biomass
generated from forest treatment in Grant County, New

Mexico
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 359,416
MATCHING FUNDS: $90,175
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 449,591

EVALUATION SCORE:  42.13

Administrative Notes:

See Appendix G for public comment related to this application.

1. The project would create an innovative product from low value material that could
increase the ability of land management agencies to accomplish forest restoration and
fuel reduction. If used selectively the product could enable erosion control that would
enhance watershed health.

2. The product could potentially increase the ability of agencies to reduce fuel loads,
which may facilitate ecologically appropriate prescribed burns by removing excessive

fuels that could damage soils and other resources.

3. No comment.
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4. This project would not substantially increase the capacity of the industry in the short
term. The proposal does not make the case for how this product would utilize a
significant amount of small diameter material. A signification amount of material could
only be utilized if the product were produced at a large scale.

5. The proposal lists a diverse and balanced group of stakeholders and includes
conservation interests. Gila Wood Products is the only source of raw material mentioned
in the proposal. Additional sources of material would be helpful for sustainability.
Strong letters of support from Zerosion proponents and potential customers are included
in the proposal, but none of them commit to purchase Zerosion at this time because of
its experimental nature.

6. The proposal is strengthened by the experimental design comparing Zerosion
applications to existing methods. This is a necessary step to get to broader applications.

7. The proposal references demonstration projects which have provided “proof of
principle” for the product. The proposal includes a strong justification for the use of the
product but does not discuss how the demand created would affect forest restoration.

8. The application commits to preserving old and large trees.

9. The proposal includes a four year commitment from the Aldo Leopold Charter School
which includes establishing pre and post treatment transects.

10. The applicant has successfully managed and implemented forest restoration and
utilization projects in the past, but it is not clear that he has the ability to successfully
commercialize the Zerosion product at a large scale.

11. The proponent supports exporting this technology to other regions and in rural
communities to promote economic growth. The Zerosion product would facilitate cross
jurisdictional fuel reduction and forest restoration projects by providing an outlet for
low value wood products.

12. No comment.

13. The large scale application of Zerosion may be cost prohibitive given lessons
learned from the Schultz Flood area recovery efforts. More targeted applications may be
appropriate for the use of Zerosion. Scaling up and commercialization this product may
not be possible using the outdated technology described in the proposal.

14. With appropriate financing, technology and planning the applicant could develop
Zerosion into a viable, profitable, value-added product that could utilize large quantities
of small diameter timber. The long-term environmental benefits of this product indicate
that the potential for commercial production of Zerosion is significant, and that demand
for this erosion control technology could expand.
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PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 12-14

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: Gila Tree Thinners

FOREST: Gila

PROJECT TITLE: Implementation Burro Mountain W.U.l. Mixed-

Treatment Watershed Restoration
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 305,520
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 76,869
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 382,389
EVALUATION SCORE: 49.47

1. Given the clarification by the proponent that the area is primarily an overgrown
savanna, the dramatic reduction in trees would reduce the threat of catastrophic wildfire
and promote healthy functioning of the grassland savanna ecosystem.

2. The proposal discusses the reintroduction of fire into the area. While the letter from
the Forest Service District Ranger does not commit to the reintroduction of fire in the
area, prescribed fire is included in the NEPA Decision Memo.

3. The applicant states that it is not necessary to replant trees in the project area.

4. Although the project area is primarily pifion-juniper, a historically difficult material to
create a value-added product from, the proponent has a letter of commitment from
Alamo Navajo School Board to purchase 600 cords of pifion for Alamo’s well-
established firewood market.

5. The proposal lists a diverse and balanced group of stakeholders that includes conservation
interests. The proposal indicates that forest workers will take NMFIA forest worker safety training.

Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the deferment of
mechanical and ground disturbing activities during the nesting season for birds (April to July).

Recommendation: Collaboration with the U-Bar should result in post-treatment/fire rest for at least
one full growing season.

6. The monitoring plan indicators are specific to the project objectives.

7. The application does not reference the current science regarding the restoration of
pifion-juniper woodlands or savannas.

Recommendation: The proposal would be strengthened by including a discussion of the
current science on pifion-juniper woodlands and their restoration.
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8. The proposal indicates on page 7 that old and large trees will be protected.

9. The project would add 6 new employees and provide them with safety training.
Seven students from the Aldo Leopold Charter School would conduct monitoring and
obtain experience on equipment if they meet the age requirement.

10. The successful track record demonstrated in the final reports from previous CFRP
grants and the table on page 4 indicate that the applicant has the capability to
successfully implement the proposed project.

11. This proposal is a follow on to a previous CFRP project and is part of a larger
multijurisdictional effort to protect the Burro Mountain Homestead.

12. The Grant County CWPP and the Forest Service District Ranger’s letter indicate that
the proposed project would be in a high priority area for hazardous fuel reduction.

13. The budget is within the range of costs of other CFRP proposals.

14. The proposal leverages past CFRP projects by partnering with Alamo Navajo to
produce firewood using previously purchased CFRP equipment.

Public Comment period April 8, 2014, 5:55pm

Joe Gurule provided public comment on application number 17-14.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 13-14

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: Chimayo Conservation Corps

FOREST: Carson

PROJECT TITLE: Implementation: Provide Career Opportunities for Local

Young Veterans by Restoring the Structure and Function
of Three Diverse Landscapes

FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 360,000

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000

TOTAL BUDGET: $ 450,000

EVALUATION SCORE: Not scored

Administrative Notes:

The Appendices in the application exceed 50 pages (64 pages). This proposal was eliminated from
consideration because it exceeded the page limit requirement in the RFA.

See Appendix G for public comment related to this application.
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1. No comment.

2. Although fire is mentioned in the narrative, neither the State Land Office nor the Forest Service
commit to a reintroduction of fire. However, all three decision notices commit to the reintroduction
of fire and the Carson National Forest Decision Memo analyzed a maintenance burn.

3. No comment.

4. The proposal states that firewood would be available for collection by the community, but it
appears that no attempt was made to contact local businesses or industry users.

5. The diverse and balanced group of stakeholders includes conservation interests.
Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the deferment of

mechanical and ground disturbing activities during the nesting season for birds (April to July). The
Buckman project specifically addresses this issue.

Recommendation: Grazing permitees should be engaged as collaborators and should commit to
resting the allotments after treatment.

6. The socio-economic monitoring indicators seem appropriate for the project objectives, including
the veteran job monitoring, which is unique among CFRP applications. Understory is included as a
desired condition by not reflected in the indicators.

Recommendation: The proposal would be strengthened by including indicators for understory in
the ecological monitoring plan.

7. The proposal includes a well-organized general discussion of current forest restoration science
with footnotes. It does not, however, reference current science for restoration of pifion-juniper
woodlands or savannas.

Recommendation: The proposal would be strengthened by including a discussion of the current
science on the restoration of pifion-juniper woodlands.

8. The proposal states that the project would not cut trees in excess of 18” DBH.
9. The proposal is unique in that it targets young veterans.

10. The proponent’s successful history with CFRP projects demonstrates that they are very capable
of implementing the proposed project.

11. This project would work in 3 jurisdictions. It would not, however, be a landscape scale project

because the areas described are not adjacent to each other. This criterion is meant to determine if a

project would facilitate landscape-scale, multi-jurisdictional efforts. The proposed project has three
separate decision documents for projects that are not necessarily related.

2014 CFRP Technical Advisory Report, Page 25



12. No comment.

13. No comment.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 15-14

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: Rocky Mountain Ecology LLC

FOREST: Carson

PROJECT TITLE: Implementation: Multi-Jurisdictional, Landscape-Scale

Restoration in the Rio Grande Del Norte National
Monument, Taos County, New Mexico
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 360,000
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 450,000
EVALUATION SCORE: 48.93

1. The proposed mechanical treatment would decrease the risk of high intensity fire.
The treatment is supported by the Decision Document and current scientific restoration
information.

2. The Decision Document identifies the ecotypes as sage brush and pifion-juniper
woodland. It reflects current scientific information, supports the proposed treatment and
commits the land management agency to prescribed fire and wild land fire use.

3. No comment.

4. Offering firewood to the public at such a low price ($12/cord) should incentivize its
removal on a large scale.

5. A grazing permitee is a collaborator but makes no mention of resting his allotment to
allow for recovery of grasses following treatment or fire.

Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the
deferment of mechanical and ground disturbing activities during the nesting season for
birds (April to July).

6. The monitoring indicators are clearly linked to project objectives. The monitoring
plan will incorporate pre-treatment data collected by the NM Forest and Watershed
Restoration Institute using standardized BLM protocols, which should improve
efficiency.
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7. The proposal is strengthened by incorporating a Forest ERA landscape assessment
that prioritized restoration opportunities. The proposal references current science for
restoration of pifion-juniper (PJ) woodlands or savannas, but would be strengthened by a
discussion of the current understanding of pifion-juniper woodlands. The proposal
states that specific prescriptions would be developed during the multi-party process,
allowing for more consideration of the PJ forest types.

8. The proposal discusses the protection of old and large trees.

9. The application proposes to create 14 part time and 2 full time jobs. The proposal
includes an education component to train 6 to 8 local youth in resource management,
but it does not adequately describe how the youth would be identified and selected.

10. No comment.

11. The proposal includes multiple jurisdictions but does not address restoration on a
landscape scale.

12. According to the decision memo, narrative and current scientific information, the
proposed activity is in a priority area.

13. The proposal is well matched, with a large amount over and above the required 20%.
A significant portion of this non-federal match is a cash contribution from the State
Land Office. Per acre treatment costs are low when compared to other CFRP proposals
and are very reasonable, especially in PJ. The proposal does not include program
income.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 14-14

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: Rocky Mountain Youth Corps

FOREST: Carson

PROJECT TITLE: Forest Renewal through Cone Surveys, Seed Collection
and Thinning

FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 359,119

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 89,999

TOTAL BUDGET: $ 449,118

EVALUATION SCORE:  48.93

Administrative Note
Sara Kuykendall was absent and did not score this proposal.

1. This would be a fuel break/restoration project designed to protect the community of
Lama by reducing the risk of catastrophic fire.
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2. The project will contribute to restoring fire regimes. The Carson National Forest
letter of endorsement commits the forest to prescribed burning. The project would help
safe guard wildland urban interface (WUI) communities, which may lead to better
acceptance of natural fire in surrounding forest lands.

3. No comment.

4. The proposal would utilize 100% of small diameter timber. Some previously
inaccessible areas will be opened to the public for fire wood.

5. Recommendation: The project would be strengthened by collaboration with grazing
permitees who should commit to deferment of grazing on treated areas to allow
recovery of grasses for two years.

Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the
deferment of mechanical treatment and ground disturbing activities during the breeding
season for birds (Apr-Jul).

6. The proposal includes ecological monitoring based on guidelines for ponderosa pine,
but would be strengthened by including focused indicators for PJ. For example, crown
base height for desired conditions is 15°-18’, which is a standard for Ponderosa pine, but
not for pifion-juniper.

Recommendation: Include ecological monitoring indicators for PJ that are tied to the
desired condition.

7. The collection of seeds for future reseeding operations is a strength of the proposal.
This is explicitly a fuel break treatment and less about forest restoration. However, the
proposal would be strengthened including a by a discussion of PJ stand types in the area
and their restoration requirements, see Romme and others (2009).

Recommendation: Include a discussion of PJ stand types in the area and their restoration
requirements.

8. The proposal is to thin trees up to 10” in diameter which would protect old and large
trees.

9. The project would create a maximum of 45 jobs over four years. RMY C will hire
and train 7 youth (18-25), including one crew leader. They will provide Firewise
Communities training and conduct community attitude surveys which will contribute to
the dialogue on WUI issues. The proposal is strengthened by including the history of the
RMYC, which has had an 80% success rate in placing corps members in permanent jobs
after completing the RMYC program.
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10. The proponents have track record of successfully completing CFRP projects which
have increased the employability of the project participants.

11. The project area does not facilitate landscape scale, multijurisdictional efforts.

12. The project area falls within the Questa Lama WUI and has been identified to burn
with high to extreme severity in the event of a fire.

13. The cost of the project is reasonable and substantially lower on a per acre basis than
many other CFRP implementation projects.
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PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 16-14 Rev

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: Andy Chacon Forest Restoration

FOREST: Carson

PROJECT TITLE: Agua/Caballos Forest Restoration and Improvement
Project

FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 360,000

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000

TOTAL BUDGET: $ 450,000

EVALUATION SCORE: 48.50

Administrative Notes:

Sarah Kuykendall recused herself from participating the review of this proposal. Prior
to its review on April 9, 2014, Sarah Kuykendall left the room at 8:30 am. She returned
at 11:15 am after the Panel completed scoring. She also recused himself during the
consistency review of this proposal on April 10, 2014 from 4:02 to 4:18 pm. The Panel
decided to rescore this proposal during the consistency review.

1. The Forest Service District Ranger support letter, the NEPA decision document, and
the proposal provide strong evidence that fire will be reintroduced into the area. The
Decision Document indicates that the proposed mechanical treatment would decrease
the risk of high intensity fire.

2. The support letter from the Forest Service District Ranger, the NEPA decision
document, and the proposal provide strong evidence that fire will be reintroduced in the
project area.

3. No comment.

4. The value of material being removed from the project area will be maximized by
selling it to a local wood products company that will process it into fire wood and other
value-added products.

5. The partner group is broad and diverse and includes grazing permitees and
conservation interests. The proposal includes collaboration with conservation groups on
wildlife needs, but this should also result in the deferment of mechanical treatment and
ground disturbing activities during the breeding season for birds (April-July). Although
members of the grazing associations are collaborators and the District Ranger commits
to rest and deferment, the support letters from the permitees do not commit to deferring
grazing on treated or burned areas to allow for the recovery of grasses.

6. The proposal will utilize the CFRP core ecological indicators.
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Recommendation: Consider adding appropriate indicators for each objective. For
example, aspen treatments require monitoring of regeneration.

7. The proposal describes site-specific stand conditions, but it could be strengthened by
including a better discussion of current scientific forest restoration information and
citations for that information. Although the narrative of the proposal has been
improved, the use of the terms such as pre-commercial thinning can cause confusion and
does not appear to be consistent with a forest restoration objective.

8. The proposal addresses preserving old growth trees. However, the Environmental
Assessment for this project is for a timber sale.

9. The proponent plans to create 6 jobs, which would be sustained for a long period and
lead to meaningful employment. All employees would receive mandatory Forest
Workers Safety training. The students from the Future Farmers of America (FFA)
would be trained in ecological monitoring techniques.

10. The proponents have a history of implementing CFRP projects and working with the
Forest Service Ranger District to implement thinning projects in the proposed project
area.

11. The project would facilitate landscape scale efforts given the many past CFRP
projects in the area, but it would not work across more than one jurisdiction.

12. The area selected for treatment is within the Rio Arriba CWPP.
13. The costs are reasonable and within the fair market value for the proposed activities.

14. This project would leverage past CFRP funding by using a firewood processor that
was purchased through a previous CFRP grant.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 17-14

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: Joe Gurule & Sons

FOREST: Carson

PROJECT TITLE: Implementation: Restoration and Educational

Opportunities in the Agua/Caballos- Revision
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 360,000
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 450,000
EVALUATION SCORE: Not scored
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Administrative Notes:

Appendices exceed 50 pages (58 pages). This proposal was eliminated because it
exceeded the page limit requirement. Sara Kuykendall recused herself for this proposal.
She left the room on April 9 at 8:30 am and returned at 11:15 am.

See Appendix G for public comment related to this application.

1. The support letter from the Forest Service District Ranger, the NEPA Decision
document, and the proposal provide strong evidence that fire will be reintroduced into
the planning area.

2. The support letter from the Forest Service District Ranger, the NEPA Decision
document, and the proposal provide strong evidence that fire will be reintroduced into
the planning area.

4. The project would maximize the value of the material removed from the site by
selling it to a local wood products company that will process it into fire wood and other
value-added products.

5. The partner group is broad and diverse and includes grazing permitees and
conservation interests. The proposal includes collaboration with conservation groups on
wildlife needs, which should result in the deferment of mechanical treatment and ground
disturbing activities during the breeding season for birds (April-July). However, the
workplan on page 7 of the narrative indicates year round operation of mechanical
treatment. Although members of the Jarita are collaborators and the Forest Service
District Ranger commits to rest and deferment, the support letters from the permitees do
not commit to deferring grazing on treated or burned areas to allow for the recovery of
grasses. The Jarita Association, which committed to deferring grazing on the project in
2013, no longer does so in the current letter of support.

6. The proposal will utilize the CFRP core ecological indicators.

Recommendation: Consider adding appropriate indicators for each objective. For
example, aspen treatments require monitoring of regeneration.

7. The proposal describes sight specific stand conditions, but could be strengthened with
a better discussion of current scientific forest restoration information and additional
citations for that information. Although the narrative of the proposal has been
improved, the use of the terms such as pre-commercial thinning can cause confusion and
does not appear to be consistent with a forest restoration objective.

10. The proponents have a history of implementing CFRP projects and of working with
the District to implement thinning projects in proposed project area.

11. No comment.
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12. No comment.

13. No comment.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 18-14

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: Forest Guild

FOREST: Carson

PROJECT TITLE: Implementation: Rio de las Trampas Watershed

Restoration Phase 1: State Lands
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 357,308
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 89,926
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 447,234
EVALUATION SCORE: 56.17

Administrative Notes:

Although the WildEarth Guardians and Bryan Bird would not directly benefit from this proposal,
given his letter of support for this project and the lease on one of the allotments in the project area
held by the Wild Earth Guardians, Mr. Bird decided not to score this proposal and to recuse
himself from the discussion.

Bryan Bird recused himself from participating in the review of this proposal. Prior to its review on
April 9, 2014, Shiloh Old left the room at 11:12 am. He returned at 11:58 am after the Panel
completed scoring. He also recused himself during the consistency review of this proposal on April
10, 2014 from 1:58 pm to 2:15 pm.

Sara Kuykendall was absent and did not score this proposal.

1. The proposal makes excellent use of fuel modeling, GIS, and current forest
restoration information, which greatly improves the probability of success. In addition
to reducing the threat of large high intensity wildfires, the project would promote
watershed health and focus on understory restoration.

2. The proposal makes excellent use of fuel modeling, GIS and the current forest
restoration information. There is a commitment to prescribed burning in the letter from
the District Ranger. The State Land Office also commits to future prescribed burning in
the project area.

3. No comment.
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4. The proposal lacks adequate consideration of potential value-added products the local
forest industry could be produce by utilizing mixed conifer and ponderosa pine
materials. However, the NMSLO has a history of utilizing materials from restoration
projects to produce value-added products.

Recommendation: The proposal would be strengthened by including more discussion on
the removal and utilization of material from this project, how it would affect the
community, and how that benefit would be measured.

5. Although grazing permittees are collaborators, and one does not graze at all, the other
does not commit to a deferral of grazing that would assure the recovery of the grassland.
The proposal is strengthened by the level of participation from collaborators that would
have multiple roles that are confirmed in their letters of commitment.

Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the
deferment of mechanical treatment and ground disturbing activities during the breeding
season for birds (April-July).

6. The proposal would utilize the CFRP core ecological indicators. It also lists socio-
economic indicators.

Recommendation: Consider listing appropriate indicators for each objective.

7. The proposal makes excellent use of fuel modeling, GIS and the current forest
restoration information. The proposal provides prescriptions by vegetative type using
the most current science. The proposal is strengthened by the incorporation of both
watershed and climate change science to support the prescriptions.

Recommendation: The proposal would be strengthened by including a discussion of the
different pifion-juniper forest stand types presented by Romme and others (2007 and
2009) and the implications of those types on forest management and restoration.

8. The project would protect old and large trees and retain large diameter pifion and
juniper species, which is consistent with scientific management recommendations for
pifion-juniper woodlands.

9. Past CFRP projects by the proponent have resulted in the establishment of new
restoration businesses that will be employed in this project. Local wildland firefighters
will have the opportunity to get National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG)
training in burning, which will add capacity. The proposed implementation of a 20 acre
trial stewardship block program is unique and would be likely to increase the
engagement and awareness of the local community. Pefiasco Independent Schools
committed 40 hours of education for their students.

10. The proponents of this project have an outstanding history of success in advancing
forest restoration in New Mexico.

2014 CFRP Technical Advisory Report, Page 34



11. The proposal is strengthened by incorporating the North Central New Mexico
Landscape Assessment and the watershed based assessment of the Lower Embudo
Valley.

12. The proposed project area is a priority for treatment identified in a 2011 CFRP
planning grant.

13. Per acre treatment costs budgeted for the proposed project are appropriate for the
stand type.

14. This proposal leverages past CFRP funds.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 19-14

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: HR Vigil Small Products

FOREST: Carson

PROJECT TITLE: Implementation: Vigil Small Products Sustainability and

Expanded Forest Restoration at Black Lake
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 360,000
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 450,000
EVALUATION SCORE:  51.43

Administrative Notes:

Santa Fe Eco Wood is listed as a partner in the Table 4 on page 3 of the application, but there is no
letter of commitment from them. Public comment provided by Mr. Vigil and Rachel Wood in a
letter dated March 20, 2014 indicated that EcoWood’s name in the table was an oversight/typo,
they were not in fact a project partner. Given that EcoWood’s name does not appear as a partner
in any other place in the application narrative or budget and the clarification provided by the
applicant, the Panel determined that EcoWood was not in fact a partner to the project.

Shiloh Old recused himself from participating the review of this proposal. Prior to its
review on April 9, 2014, Shiloh Old left the room at 11:20 am. He returned at 11:45 am
after the Panel completed scoring. He also recused himself during the consistency
review of this proposal on April 10, 2014 from 4:22pm to 4:33 pm.

1. The proposal narrative and the letter of support from the Forest Supervisor indicate

that prescribed fire will and has been used in the planning area. The proposed
mechanical treatment will decrease the risk of high intensity fire.
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2. The proposal narrative and the letter of support from the Forest Supervisor indicate
that prescribed fire will and has been used in the planning area. The proposal
demonstrates a commitment to reintroduction of fire by the State Land Office and the
Forest Supervisor’s Office and hence will promote the reintroduction of appropriate fire
to the area.

3. No comment.

4. The proposed project would use small diameter material as firewood and purchase a
firewood processor to achieve this goal. David Old would collaborate with the
proponent to place them on the Old Wood website to assist them in targeting a larger
audience to sell firewood.

5. The $25,000 cash match from the State Land Office strengthens the application.
Although the work plan for 2014 indicates that work would be done only between
September and November, the 2015 and 2016 work plans include the period from April
to November. Although the grazing lessee is a collaborator on the project, he does not
commit in his letter to resting grasslands after treatment or burning to ensure recovery.

Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the
deferment of mechanical treatment and ground disturbing activities during the breeding
season for birds (April-July).

6. The proposal includes the CFRP core indicators for ecological monitoring.

Recommendation: Consider matching indicators to the specific objectives in each forest
type.

7. The proposal is strengthened by using current scientific forest restoration information.
The prescriptions are specific to vegetation types and are supported by current science.
The proposal includes a non-specific diameter limit because the proponent plans to use
pre-treatment data to assess the definition of old and large trees.

8. The project narrative makes a commitment to preserve large and old trees.

9. The project would support 5 existing jobs, employ 7 youth from the Forest Guild
YCC, and involve 7-12 New Mexico Highlands University students in monitoring.

10. The proponent has successfully implemented CFRP projects in the past and then
used monitoring information from those projects in this proposal, which demonstrates
their capability to successfully implement the project.

11. Although this project will encompass only State Land Office property it is an

excellent example of multi-jurisdictional collaboration to accomplish forest restoration
goals.
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12. The Angel Fire CWPP and State Assessment of Resources indicates that the
proposed activity is a priority area for hazardous fuels reduction. The letter from the
Carson National Forest also states that this is a priority area for treatment.

13. No comment.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 20-14 Rev.

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: Griegos Logging

FOREST: Santa Fe

PROJECT TITLE: Las Vegas (Gallinas) Municipal Watershed WUI Fuels

Reduction Project Phase 2
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 360,000
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 450,000
EVALUATION SCORE: 49.11

Administrative Notes:

Shiloh Old recused himself from participating in the review of this proposal. Prior to its
review on April 9, 2014, Shiloh Old left the room at 1:30 pm. He returned at 2:10 pm
after the Panel completed scoring. He also recused himself during the consistency
review of this proposal on April 10, 2014 from 4:22pm to 4:33 pm.

1. The proposal narrative and the letter of support from the Forest Supervisor and
District Ranger indicate that prescribed fire would and has been used in the proposed
project area. The proposal’s objectives are directly in line with the CFRP criteria to
restore forest and watershed health.

2. The proposal narrative and the letter of support from the Forest Supervisor and
District Ranger indicate that prescribed fire would and has been used in the planning
area.

3. No comment.

4. The proposed feller buncher purchase would increase the proponent’s capacity to
accomplish forest restoration goals and increase the capacity of the overall industry.
The material removed from this project would be processed into firewood as well as
flooring material, latillas, and vigas by value-added business.

5. The application includes a diverse and balanced group of stakeholders.

2014 CFRP Technical Advisory Report, Page 37



Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the
deferment of mechanical treatment and ground disturbing activities during the breeding
season for birds (April-July). A similar comment was made last year.

6. The proposal includes the CFRP core indicators for ecological monitoring and
references the CFRP wildlife monitoring guidelines.

Recommendation: The proposal would be strengthened by including a monitoring
indicator for their objective 3 (educational component).

7. The proposal is strengthened by including current scientific forest restoration
information and referencing the NM Forest Restoration Principles.

8. This project would preserve old and large trees, but it would be strengthened by a
more complete discussion of how this would be accomplished.

9. The project would create 5-8 new seasonal jobs. All employees would receive Forest
Workers Safety training. Mora Independent School District commits 20 students from
their environmental science class to participate in prescription development, scientific
monitoring, education and outreach.

10. The company has been involved in the industry for several years and successfully
completed previous CFRP grants.

11. Although this project would only occur on FS land, it would be multi-jurisdictional
because it would leverage treatment on private land. The proposal references the
Natural Resource Plan for the Gallinas Watershed Restoration Plan.

12. The project area is a high priority for hazardous fuels reduction because it is in the
municipal watershed for the City of Las Vegas, and would protect part of the water
supply for residents of that City.

13. The project would treat 300 acres of forest land and purchase a major piece of
equipment. The equipment would allow the applicant to treat more acres than is often
the case in CFRP projects.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 21-14

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: Santa Fe County Fire Department

FOREST: Santa Fe

PROJECT TITLE: Reducing Wildfire Risk and Changing the Dots, A WUI
Project

FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 239,990

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 60,010

2014 CFRP Technical Advisory Report, Page 38



TOTAL BUDGET: $ 300,000
EVALUATION SCORE:  42.25

Administrative Notes:

Krys Nystrom recused herself from participating in the review of this proposal. Prior to
its review on April 9, 2014, Krys Nystrom left the room at 2:22 pm. She returned at
2:55 pm after the Panel completed scoring. She also recused herself during the
consistency review of this proposal on April 10, 2014 from 4:34 pm to 4:42 pm.

See Appendix G for public comment related to this application.

1. This project would create a fuel break to reduce the risk of catastrophic fire and
protect the community of La Cueva Road.

2. The project would help safeguard WUI communities, which may lead to better
acceptance of natural fire in surrounding forest lands.

3. No comment.

4. The proposal presents an opportunity to work with the value-added forest product
industry to improve the economic benefit to the community, although none of these
industry partners were specifically identified. Furthermore, there are no letters of
support from potential local industry partners.

5. Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the
deferment of mechanical treatment and ground disturbing activities during the breeding
season for birds (April-July).

Recommendation: Work with stakeholders to create a prescription that is within the
realm of the NEPA decision and more closely aligned to General Technical Report 310:
Restoring Composition and Structure in Southwestern Frequent Fire Forests.

6. The proposal includes the CFRP core indicators for ecological monitoring and socio-
economic indicators.

Recommendation: The proposal would be strengthened by including a monitoring
indicator for the wood utilization objective.

7. The proposal lacks scientific references. The proposal narrative references the NEPA
decision and letters of support include scientific references, but it would be strengthened
by including a discussion of the science in the narrative. The current scientific
information (GTR 310) indicates that a clumpy treatment with interspersed areas can
accomplish hazardous fuels reduction objectives and ecological restoration objectives.
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8. The proposal mentions that trees up to 24 will be removed. Fuel break/reduction
projects should emphasize thinning from below and seek to preserve the largest and
oldest trees in the stand.

Recommendation: Reexamine the prescription in light of GTR 310 and the CFRP
requirement to preserve old and large trees to address both fuel reduction and ecological
restoration objectives.

9. The proponents have a good track record of providing local employment and training
opportunities. Three positions funded by past CFRP grants have evolved into full time
positions. Students from NM Highlands University would participate in ecological
monitoring, develop burn plans, and shadow burn operations (if they have red cards).

10. The proponent’s past performance on CFRP grants demonstrates their ability to
successfully implement the project.

11. The proposal is for treatment on Forest Service land, but the partners have leveraged
funding and implemented treatments across state and private lands within the landscape
(Supporting and Promoting Ecosystem Resiliency grant and USFS/NM State Forestry
Forest Stewardship funds).

12. The proposed activity would take place in a high priority hazardous fuels reduction
area that was specified in Santa Fe County CWPP as a high risk WUI. It is a special
priority because this populated canyon only has one point of entry and egress. The
project would be located primarily in fire regime condition class 2 and 3 stands, which
indicate heavy ladder fuels and dense stands of small trees.

13. Recommendation: The price per acre is high. Provide a justification for that cost.

14. The project would facilitate the protection of communities from wildfire by allowing
more flexibility in wildland fire management. It would also be part of a landscape scale
effort that would contribute to the protection of the Santa Fe watershed.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 22-14

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: Padilla Logging Restoration LLC
FOREST: Santa Fe

PROJECT TITLE: Cordova's Landscape Restoration Project
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 359,889

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 89,979

TOTAL BUDGET: $ 449,868

EVALUATION SCORE: 50.25
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1. The proposed action would reduce the risk of high intensity fire and restore forest
structure.

2. The letter from the Coyote Ranger District references the Cordova Restoration
Thinning and Prescribed Fire Project District Memo, which includes prescribed fire.

3. No comment.

4. The proposed feller buncher purchase would increase the applicants capacity for
forest restoration and increase industry capacity overall. This proposal included strong
letters of support from numerous industry partners in the area who together have the
capability to create value-added products from material that has a minimum of 2 inches
in diameter. This is significant because it will allow for the highest use of the various
timber sizes.

5. The letter of support from the Sierra Club offers non-federal match for the project.
Recommendation: Collaboration with conservation groups should result in the

deferment of mechanical treatment and ground disturbing activities during the breeding
season for birds (April-July).

Recommendation: Vigorous outreach to grazing permitees in the area should be
conducted to encourage them to collaborate with the project and commit to resting
following treatment and burning.

6. The proposal includes the CFRP core indicators for ecological monitoring and socio-
economic indicators.

7. The proposal is strengthened by current scientific forest restoration information and
reference to the NM Forest Restoration Principles.

8. The proposal states on pages 1 and 6 that the project would preserve old and large
trees, but it also mentions that trees up to 24 would be removed. Restoration projects
should emphasize thinning from below and seek to preserve the largest and oldest trees
in the stand.

Recommendation: Reexamine the prescription to address both fuel reduction and
ecological restoration objectives in light of the CFRP requirement to preserve old and
large trees.

9. The proponent plans to hire three people indirectly and create three jobs. Page 7
indicates that high school and college students will participate.

Recommendation: Clarify whether the students would work for Forest Guild Youth
Corps. If not, letters of commitment from participating schools and colleges should be
included.
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10. The proponent has 23 years of experience in forestry and thinning.

11. The project would complement two additional WUI projects and address restoration
objectives on a total landscape of 11,000 acres, but it would not include multiple
jurisdictions.

12. The Rio Arriba CWPP, Coyote and Gallina WUI, and NEPA document all indicate
that the proposed activity is in a priority area for hazardous fuel reduction.

13. This project represents particularly a good value for the number of acres treated.
The cost of the equipment being requested is reasonable.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 23-14 Rev.

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: Rio Puerco Alliance

FOREST: Santa Fe

PROJECT TITLE: Implementation: La Jara Headwaters: Restoration &
Resource Management in a Wildland-Urban Interface,
Revision

FUNDING REQUESTED: $189,479

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 49,098

TOTAL BUDGET: $ 238,577

EVALUATION SCORE: 47.56

1. This proposal addresses a very real and important hazard to the community. The
project would reduce the threat to the community and its water supply and restore
ecosystem functions that provide services to the community.

2. The project would enable the return of fire to the landscape. The letter from the
Forest Service District Ranger supports the project, but does not mention prescribed fire.
The narrative and the Decision memo, however, do commit to using fire.

3. No comment.

4. The proposal states that the Forest Service requested that the majority of thinned
material be made available to the local community for fuel wood. The project would
include a mulching component where applicable and distribute the mulch to local farms.
5. The proposal lists a diverse and balanced group of stake holders, including tribal and

acequia interests. The project would support local cottage industries by linking the
utilization community with a community garden/farmer’s market.
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Recommendation: Vigorous outreach to the grazing permittee should be made in order
to encourage him to collaborate with the project and commit to resting following
treatment and burning.

6. The monitoring component includes ecological indicators specific to the prescription
and socio-economic indicators specific to the objectives.

7. The project would preserve old and large trees by not cutting anything over 12 in
diameter. The proposal went further than many in addressing stand conditions in pifion-
juniper.

Recommendation: The scientific basis for this project could be strengthened if more
references to the scientific literature were provided that address in more detail the
different pifion-juniper forest types that are described by Romme and others (2007 and
2009) and 8.

9. The proposal incorporates Cuba Independent schools to help River Source with the
ecological monitoring.

10. The proposal includes a contractor that has experience in performing this type of
work (Alamo Navajo).

11. The project would not facilitate landscape scale, multijurisdictional efforts.

12. The proposed project would occur in a high priority area for hazardous fuels
reduction. The area is in a watershed that is the sole source of water for a community
and an acequia.

13. The majority of funds being requested are for on the ground implementation using
Alamo Navajo Forest workers. The project would leverage previous CFRP projects by
using machinery and equipment purchased through those grants. The total per acre
treatment costs is very low for a ‘drop and go’ operation.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 24-14

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: American Wildfire Suppression Services Inc.
FOREST: Lincoln

PROJECT TITLE: White Oaks Forest Restoration and Fuelwood CFRP

Implementation Project
FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 357,210
MATCHING FUNDS: $ 88,257
TOTAL BUDGET: $ 445,467
EVALUATION SCORE:  57.50
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1. The project would implement mechanical and prescribed fire treatments and increase
prescribed fire capacity in the State. It would also improve wildlife habitat and restore
riparian areas by controlling erosion.

2. The proposed field trips to demonstration sites on private land could potentially
increase acceptance of prescribed burns. Cooperative prescribed burning would increase
fire management capacity. The project would implement mechanical and prescribed fire
treatments and increase prescribed fire capacity in the State. The grazing permitee is a
collaborator and commits to resting grazing lands after prescribed fire.

4. The material removed from the project area would be sold as firewood in the local
market. The New Mexico Forest Industry Association has agreed to help the proponent
find other regional markets for marketable materials.

5. The collaborative is contributing additional non-federal match for the project and
leveraging funding from multiple sources. That includes funding from a private
conservation group.

6. The proposal includes core monitoring indicators. The monitoring plan is
strengthened by including indicators to measure the increase in the project partners
capacity to implement prescribed fire, wildlife infrastructure, and detailed burn project
objectives. The Lincoln County Weed Management Association would conduct
sediment and water yield monitoring to show how treatments affect water quality.

7. The proposal is strengthened by good use of current scientific forest restoration
information and citations to the literature. Leaving the largest diameter trees and using
a clumpy pattern was emphasized. This proposal will time treatments and burns to avoid
nesting seasons of birds (April to July).

Recommendation: The scientific basis for this project could be strengthened if it
provided more references to the scientific literature and more information on the
different pifion-juniper forest types described by Romme and others (2007 and 2009).

8. The proposal emphasized using a clumpy pattern and leaving the largest diameter
trees. The project would use a diameter limit of 14” diameter at breast height (dbh) for
pifion and 18”diameter at root collar (drc) for juniper.

9. The project would create at least 4 jobs. Project partners would involve youth in
community outreach programs.

10. The letter from the District Ranger indicated that the company has a track record of
being a thorough and dependable partner.

11. The project would be a significant multijurisdictional effort due to the number of
partners who are landowners.
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12. The area is identified as a priority in the 2014 Lincoln County CWPP.

13. A mechanical fuel treatment cost of $650 per acre is significantly lower than past
proposals submitted to treat acres on the Lincoln National Forest.

14. This proposal increases the potential for prescribed burning by building on a
previous CFRP project. It represents innovative, multiparty, cross jurisdictional
prescribed burning and has the potential to expand the number of acres treated with
prescribed fire.

PROJECT NUMBER: CFRP 25-14

CATEGORY: Implementation

ORGANIZATION: Romero’s Firewood LLC

FOREST: Cibola

PROJECT TITLE: Building Local Forest Industry Capacity in Central New

Mexico through Restoration and Education in the
Manzano Mountains

FUNDING REQUESTED: $ 358,995

MATCHING FUNDS: $ 90,000

TOTAL BUDGET: $ 448,995

EVALUATION SCORE:  52.68

1. The proposed project would reduce the threat of large high intensity wildfire and contribute to
watershed protection. This project would be in a watershed that provides water to Village of
Manzano. The proponents and the Forest Service District Ranger have committed to prescribed.

2. The proponents and the District Ranger have committed to prescribed burning.

3. No comment.

4. The proponent will be using materials purchased from the project area to manufacture various
value-added products, much of which he sells out of state. This is of special importance in the
Manzanos, where there is a lack of forest products industries.

5. No comment.

6. The monitoring plan includes CFRP core indicators and explicit indicators for each project goal.
The letter of endorsement from the Forest Service District Ranger commits to supporting the
project multiparty monitoring.

7. The proposal includes current scientific forest restoration information and cites the literature.

The project would adhere to the New Mexico Forest Restoration Principles which were included in
the appendix of the applica