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Forest Road Maintenance Reductions

TELLICO PLAINS, TENN - June 6, 2014 ... Officials at the Cherokee National Forest say
the U.S. Forest Service, like other federal agencies, has worked to streamline the budget while
making tough management choices. Current agency funding levels require local units to closely
look at what can be provided based on budget constraints and resource availability for long-term
sustainability.

Tellico District Ranger, Katherine Foster said, “Our road maintenance funding compared to
previous years is down. In order to blade/grade as many roads as possible at least once, very
little road-side mowing will be done. We are shifting priorities in ways that maximize what we
can manage and accomplish with our current resources.

“We encourage folks to visit and enjoy the Cherokee National Forest. We are striving to
maintain the roads in the Forest as best we can. We know roads are a vital link to places national
forest visitors enjoy.”

Forest Service officials say the agency will continue to adapt to current fiscal realities, including
shifting priorities in ways that maximize what they can manage with the current resources
available. Those extremely tough decisions will vary based on local needs and resources.

The Cherokee National Forest covers 650,000 acres in ten East Tennessee counties from
Chattanooga to Bristol. Over 2 million People travel from near and far to visit this unique and
beautiful place. People travel there to enjoy camping, hiking, boating, fishing, water play,
hunting, mountain biking and more.

For additional information please contact the Ocoee ranger District at 423-338-3300 or the
Tellico Ranger District at 423-253-8400.
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