
Swimming by District 

Cascade 

The Billy Rice Swim Beach at Warm Lake is the only developed Forest Service-maintained swim beach 

within the Boise National Forest. Located about a quarter-mile east of Warm Lake Lodge on the north 

side of the lake, this popular swimming spot sits at an elevation of 5,300 feet. The site also offers a day-

use area for picnicking. A boat ramp is located at nearby Shoreline Campground.  To get to Warm Lake 

from Cascade, travel east on Warm Lake Highway (FS Road 22) about 25 miles. 

Emmett 

The main Payette River provides a place to take a dip at Banks Beach.  The swimming area is located 

just south of Banks off Highway 55.  The location also provides picnic tables.  There is a Day Use fee at 

this site.  Banks is located just over 40 miles from Boise. 

Lowman 

Bull Trout Lake is a 100 acre lake in the South Fork Payette Basin.  Many visitors find it an ideal place to 

cool off, although the high elevation (6,900 feet) makes it a cooler location already! Boating on the lake 

is limited to non-motorized use, so swimmers can relax and enjoy the serene surroundings. From 

Lowman, take Highway 21 north past Grandjean and over Banner Summit. The turnoff to the lake is 

about a mile past the Summit and then another 2 miles off 21. 

Deadwood Reservoir is a scenic 3,000 acre, high-mountain reservoir.  Most recreationists choose to 

swim in the northern tip, near Riverside Campground.  Swimmers should use caution as this is also a 

popular spot for motorized boat users.  The reservoir is located about 25 miles southeast of Cascade. 

You can get there via FS Road (555) from its junction on the Banks-Lowman Highway (17), but it can be 

quite rough.  Many visitors choose to take Forest Road 579 between Stanley and Landmark.  

Mountain Home 

The Trinity Lakes in the Rainbow basin area are a popular destination for all sorts of water fun. At 8,500 

feet, the basin has steep walls and rocky ridges.  Big Trinity Lake is a cool respite for swimmers, but is 

gated and unavailable until mid-July due to snow. Once the gate is opened, the best road into the area is 

FS Road 172 from Featherville.  The lake is about 35 miles from Mountain Home. 

Anderson Ranch Reservoir is a 17 mile reservoir on the South Fork Boise River formed by Anderson 

Ranch Dam. With 50 miles of shoreline, there are several options for those interested in swimming or 

wading.  The reservoir is a popular location for motor boats, so swimmers should be cautious. It is 

located about 20 miles east of Mountain Home. 


