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Allegheny WINs in 2009 

The Allegheny Watershed Improvement Needs Coalition (WINs) was formed in April 2007 
with its mission “to promote protection, restoration, and habitat improvement activities 
in watersheds that lie entirely or partially in the Allegheny National Forest to achieve 
Forest Service and community needs through collaboration and partnerships.”  The 
group’s main focus is on developing and implementing projects to protect and improve high 
quality watersheds and aquatic ecosystems and to restore impaired watersheds and aquatic 
ecosystems.  It includes outreach and education campaigns targeting rural communities and 
youth as means of preventing problems from occurring in the future.  This is the second 
annual report documenting progress from late fall 2008 through winter 2009. 
 
In spite of difficult economic times, coalition partners have been able to acquire $2,233,214 in 
new funding to expand upon existing projects and start new ones.  While WINs Coalition 
partners forged ahead in 2009 with stream restoration projects, local communities also 
benefitted from new education and outreach opportunities.  The Allegheny Outdoor Club 
(AOC) has constructed a bird viewing platform with interpretive panels at US Army Corps of 
Engineer’s (USACE) Kinzua Dam visitors’ center.  The Warren County’s Conservation 
District conducted a “rain barrel workshop” to provide homeowners with knowledge and 
equipment to properly collect and store rainwater.  Local Trout Unlimited chapters and the PA 
Fish and Boat Commission continued their support for Trout in the Classroom activities at 
three area schools.  And, the second annual Trout and Clean Streams Expo took place in April 
2009 and was a resounding success.       
 
Although funding is of paramount importance, achieving success with these projects would be 
impossible without the work of volunteers.  We estimate that during the past year, 521 
volunteers contributed more than 4,500 hours in hands-on activities related to stream 
restoration, education, outreach and general WINs coalition program support.      
 
As we look toward the future, the opportunities for new project development are limitless.  
The vastness of the region, combined with environmental stressors from natural resource 
extraction industries, rural roads, acid rain, and recreation, will continue to provide 
opportunities for environmental restoration well into the foreseeable future.  To meet this 
challenge, the Coalition continues to look for ways to grow and increase its capacity to 
complete watershed restoration projects on the ground.      
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Where is Allegheny WINs?  

      Map courtesy of US Forest Service 
 

Allegheny WINs projects are found on the half-million acre Allegheny National Forest and on 
neighboring State Forests, State Game Lands, and private lands in Northwestern Pennsylvania. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Allegheny WINs project area facts 
 
 14 major watersheds 
 over 2,000 miles of rivers and streams 
 total area covers over 2,500 square miles 
 over 600,000 acres of public land 
 over 3,500 miles of dirt and gravel roads 
 located within a day’s drive of 1/3 of the nation’s population 
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Clarion River Watershed Projects 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Clarion River  
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                                                                                                        Map courtesy of US Forest Service 

 
The Allegheny WINs Coalition sponsors two active projects in the Clarion River drainage 

on Spring Creek and Big Mill Creek 
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Spring Creek Watershed Restoration Project 
 
Partner – Sponsor:  Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 
 
The purpose of this pilot project was to reconstruct portions of two forest roads, remove 
multiple fish passage barriers, and improve riparian and instream habitat throughout the 
Spring Creek drainage in Forest and Elk Counties.   Specific objectives of the project 
included: 1) reconstructing three miles of Forest Roads 227 and 403 to improve drainage and 
reduce sedimentation; 2) eliminating fish passage barriers associated with inadequate road 
crossings; 3) hardening and decommissioning dispersed camp sites located along both roads; 
and 4) hardening existing parking to reduce sedimentation while improving access to the 
stream. 
    
Historically, roads were built near streams to take advantage of level ground and to facilitate 
removal of logs.  Over time, flooding and erosion had become a problem on Spring Creek, 
especially near bridges.  Streambanks were collapsing and eroding resulting in a lack of 
woody debris in the stream which is essential for good trout habitat.  In order to restore the 
degraded habitat, PA Fish and Boat Commission biologists recommended installing log 
structures to stabilize the banks at key locations on the stream.   

 

Stabilizing the Banks of Spring Creek with Netting  

The Forest Service’s Northern Research Station donated logs cut from their research sites to 
be placed in Spring Creek.  Forest Service employees, the Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) 
crew, and two volunteers provided the labor and heavy equipment to the project.   
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Activities and Accomplishments 

• Three miles of forest road were reconstructed to improve drainage and reduce 
sedimentation. 

• Instream habitat was improved using 100 hemlock logs to construct 10 multi-log vane 
deflectors and two modified mud sills. 

• Over 1,200 ft of streambank were stabilized on Spring Creek as a result of instream 
structures and road and stream crossing improvements.  

 
Big Mill Creek Watershed Restoration Project 
 
Partner – Sponsor:  Elk County Freshwater Association 
 
In 2005 a group of private individuals, concerned with the deteriorating condition of streams 
in their area, got together and formed the Elk County Freshwater Association (ECFA).  
ECFA’s goals include 1) identifying and increasing public awareness of environmental 
impacts in local waters, 2) mitigating environmental impacts in order to improve, restore, and 
protect water quality and aquatic life, and 3) improving recreational opportunities for local 
citizens and visitors.  Big Mill Creek was the first watershed targeted for restoration due to its 
value as a local fishery, recreational area, and public water supply. 
 
A review of Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) records showed that Big Mill 
Creek had been steadily deteriorating as a result of long term acidification by acid rain.  
Historic and recent sampling revealed chronic acidification (pH < 5) in its headwaters and in a 
majority of tributaries resulting in the loss of wild brook trout fisheries.  Lower reaches of Big 
Mill Creek are periodically acidified (pH < 5.5) during high flows with the most severe 
conditions occurring in late winter and early spring. The problem had gotten so bad that PFBC 
was considering discontinuing trout stocking in the watershed which would have all but 
eliminated it as a recreational fishery. 
 
In 2006 ECFA began working with a consultant to restore Big Mill Creek through 
remediation involving alkalinity addition to the stream. The passive treatment approach they 
selected combines an aerobic limestone basin (AeLB) and anaerobic vertical flow wetland 
(AVFW).   
 
This system involves the diversion, treatment, and return of a portion of the stream flow at 
several headwater tributary locations.  The diverted and treated stream flow will contain 
elevated alkalinity sufficient to mitigate both chronic and episodic acidification in the 
tributaries with the combination of projects preventing episodic acidification in the lower 
mainstem; maintain baseflow pH > 6.5 and stormflow pH > 6.  The combination of systems 
will restore water quality and aquatic life to at least 20 miles of Big Mill Creek and its 
tributaries. 
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Series of Treatment Ponds 
 
 

 
 

Limestone in Outflow of Treatment System  
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On August 7, 2009, ECFA celebrated the completion of the first of four acid remediation 
treatment systems to be constructed in the Big Mill Creek watershed, Elk County.  The 
success of this project is a testament to the hard work and professionalism of ECFA and its 
partners at the Elk County Conservation District, Seneca Resources, and the Allegheny 
National Forest. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Student Volunteer Sampling Macroinvertebrates 
 
 
 
Activities and Accomplishments 
 

• DEP, as the funding agency, completed pre-project monitoring in June 2008. 
• EFCA and Elk County Conservation District regularly take students sampling on Big 

Mill Creek and its tributaries. 
• ECFA has received $65,000 from PFBC’s Sinnemahoning Creek Watershed 

Restoration Grant Program to improve fishing access and complete a fish habitat 
improvement project on Big Mill Creek.   

• ECFA completed the first of four passive treatment systems on a tributary to Ellithorpe 
Run. 

• ECFA and USFS have selected locations for remaining three passive treatment 
systems and are working to complete a Special Use Permit for construction in 2010-
2011. 
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Upper and Middle Allegheny River 
Watershed Projects 

 
 
 

 
 

A Fleet of Volunteers Cleaning Up Conewango Creek 
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The Allegheny WINs Coalition sponsors three stream restoration projects  
in the Upper and Middle Allegheny Watershed  

at Morrison Run, South Branch of Kinzua Creek, and Browns Run. 
Other Upper Allegheny Projects include Willow Creek wetland restoration, a Bird Viewing 

Platform at Big Bend near Kinzua Dam and the Allegheny River clean-up   
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Browns Run Watershed Assessment 
 
Partner - Sponsor:  Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 
 
Located in Warren County near the City of Warren, the Browns Run watershed contains three 
streams classified as Exceptional Value (EV) – Browns Run, Morrison Run and Dutchman 
Run.   
 
This project is a comprehensive Coldwater Heritage study of the Browns Run watershed to 
collect baseline data on water quality and aquatic health.  The goal of the plan is to document 
threats and recommend protection and restoration efforts in the watershed and its three EV 
streams.   
 

 
 

Electrofishing on Browns Run 
 

Key participants in this study include the US Forest Service, Warren County Conservation 
District, and Cornplanter Chapter of Trout Unlimited.       
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Activities and Accomplishments 

 
• Fish sampling was completed for main-stem Browns Run and Morrison Run in 

summer 2009. Sections of Dutchman Run in the ANF were sampled for fish in 
summer 2008.  

• Fisheries data are currently being compiled and analyzed.  
• A draft of the Coldwater Conservation Plan for the Browns Run Watershed is 

expected to be complete by April 2010. 
 
Morrison Run Restoration Project 
 
Partner - Sponsor:  Cornplanter Chapter of Trout Unlimited (CCTU) 
 
Morrison Run is classified as an Exceptional Value stream by the PA Department of 
Environmental Protection and holds a good population of native brook trout.  It is also a major 
tributary to Browns Run and ultimately the Allegheny River, which is a federally designated 
Wild and Scenic River.  The forests and waters of the watershed are recovering from decades 
of past exploitation from unsustainable timber harvest and industrial development.  Today the 
watershed is prized by the local community for its recreational resources, timber base, and as 
a native brook trout fishery. 
 
The goal of the project is to restore and improve riparian and instream habitat along Morrison 
Run through the reduction of sedimentation, rehabilitation of riparian areas, and removal of 
fish passage barriers from the mainstem. Specific objectives of this project include: 
 

1) Expanding the range and numbers of the native brook trout populations, currently 
confined to isolated pockets throughout the drainage. 

2) The elimination of all four fish passage barriers from the mainstem. 
3) Decommissioning or hardening two fords on the mainstem. 
4) Reconstructing portions of FR156 to improve drainage and reduce sedimentation. 
5) Improving and promoting recreational opportunities (e.g., fishing) in the drainage. 

 
Partners in the Project include:  Cornplanter Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Western 
Pennsylvania Conservancy, Warren County Conservation District, PA Fish & Boat 
Commission, US Forest Service, and four private landowners. 
 
Activities and Accomplishments 
 

• Pre-project monitoring efforts were completed in August 2008. 
• On June 6, 2009, CCTU and USFS partnered with Warren County Adult Probation 

& Parole to cleanup a two-mile section of Morrison Run and five miles of Forest 
Road 156.  In total, sixteen volunteers and employees collected four dump truck 
loads worth of trash including: abandoned tires, numerous discarded household 
items, trash from four dispersed campsites fire ring, and a large pile of construction 
debris. 
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• On August 1 and 2, 2009, CCTU and USFS coordinated with Pennsylvania 

General Energy and First Energy to decommission a steep, heavily eroded ford and 
approach road on USFS property.  Sixteen volunteers donated a total of 84 hours 
stabilizing disturbed soils and working to deter illegal access by vehicles using a 
small bulldozer, hand tools, seed, and mulch.  

 

 
 

Volunteers Carrying Log Used to Build a Deflector in the Stream 
 
 

• On September 26, CCTU, USFS, and PFBC completed a fish habitat improvement 
project on mainstem Morrison Run.  CCTU provided the manpower, PFBC 
supplied the technical expertise and Collins Pine supplied the logs.  Twelve 
volunteers donated a total of 72 hours to construct a modified mudsill and multi-
log vane deflector.  These structures are the first in a series of 17 planned for the 
stream. 

• On November 14, 2009, CCTU and USFS partnered with Warren County Adult 
Probation & Parole to remove abandoned oil and gas collection pipes from a 1,500 
foot section of Morrison Run.  In total, 19 volunteers donated 76 hours and 
collected approximately 7,000 pounds of scrap. 
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South Branch of Kinzua Creek Acid Remediation Project 
 
Partner – Sponsor:  Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission  
 
Acid precipitation is negatively affecting streams on the Allegheny National Forest.  Over 
time, chronic acidification leaches base ions and aluminum from soils and decreases a 
watershed’s natural buffering capacity.  Eventually, pH levels are lowered and aluminum 
concentrations rise to a point where area streams are no longer capable of supporting a healthy 
aquatic community.   In 2005 a study comparing soil nutrients of archived soil samples from 
1967 and samples collected between 1997 and 1999 found that soils in and around the ANF 
are indeed becoming more acidic and there has been a significant reduction in base cat ions 
over the 30 year.   
 
This project was begun in 2008 as a cooperative effort between the PFBC, Penn State Center 
for Dirt and Gravel Road Studies (CDGR), and USFS to assess an innovative new approach to 
repairing and maintaining dirt and gravel roads that would provide for the treatment of 
streams impaired by acid deposition.  It was designed as a demonstration project for CDGR 
and may assist in the development of Best Management Practices (BMP) for watershed 
scale acid buffering in catchments where the natural buffering capacity of soils and geology 
are lacking. 
 
CDGR designed the road segments, and Dr. Rachel Brennan at Penn State University 
analyzed the Acid Neutralizing Media (limestone sand and crab shell chitin) to be used within 
the Passive Treatment Systems. 
 
Construction was completed in July 2009 with several sections of Forest Road 279 resurfaced 
using a limestone based Driving Surface Aggregate (DSA).  In addition, the roadside ditches 
were retrofitted with passive treatment systems containing either limestone sand or crab shell 
chitin.  These improvements are expected to increase pH, add alkalinity, and provide 
additional acid neutralizing capacity within the treatment watersheds. 
 

 
 

Preparing the Road Surface 
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Lining Roadside Ditches with Crab Shell Chitin 
 
The results of initial monitoring have been promising.  The pH’s of treatment stream water 
have risen from the mid-4’s up to as high as the mid-6’s.  Alkalinities have also increased 
from 0 to as high as 267 mg/L.  Monitoring of fish populations and water quality will continue 
in 2010.  Articles are under development for submission to scientific periodicals and 
professional seminars.   
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Big Bend Bird Viewing Platform 
 
Partner – Sponsor:  The Allegheny Outdoor Club (AOC) 
 
A bird-viewing platform was constructed and a Riverside Watchable Wildlife Trail was 
developed at one of the most popular tourist sites in Northwestern Pennsylvania – the Kinzua 
Dam and Allegheny Reservoir.   
 
 
 

 
 

The Platform at Kinzua Dam 
 
 
On a high bank overlooking the Allegheny Wild & Scenic River, visitors may view many 
different birds including bald eagles, ospreys, mallard ducks, mergansers and blue herons.  
The 16 X 24 foot platform completed in September 2009 is made from various materials 
including Western Red Cedar and man-made Trex that blends in with the awesome setting of 
the dam’s outflow.   
 
Plans for rounding out the project include the strategic placement of interpretive panels that 
will include information; fish in the river and reservoir, the river habitat, birds present in the 
area, and other educational pictures and information.  One panel will include an explanation 
of Non-Point Source Water Pollution.  A ribbon-cutting ceremony is scheduled for spring 
2010. 
 
Partners in the project included AOC, Penn Soil RC&D Council, and the US Army Corps of 
Engineers. 
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Willow Bay Wetland Restoration and Fish Habitat Improvement  
 
Partner – Sponsor:  US Forest Service 
 
A watershed restoration project was completed this year in the Willow Bay Campground area, 
Warren County.  The Forest Service was approached in 2007 by the campground 
concessionaire, Allegheny Site Management, who was concerned about streambank erosion in 
the area and felt that it was becoming a hazard to Forest visitors.  Bradford Ranger District 
employees completed a categorical exclusion with the following specific objectives:  
 

1) improve instream habitat and stabilize eroding streambanks along Willow Creek;  
2) restore up to 1 acre of wetland; and  
3) decommission 1100 feet of an old campground road. 

 
The Forest Service designed the project and provided technical assistance while the Western 
Pennsylvania Conservancy handled project administration and oversight.  Funds were 
obtained through the Ohio River Basin Candidate National Fish Habitat Partnership and the 
project began on September 11 with the installation of a 40’ temporary bridge.  The project 
was completed on September 21 and the structure was removed. 
 
Activities and Accomplishments 
 

• On Willow Creek, a 1000 ft section of eroded streambank near the campsites at 
Willow Bay campground were stabilized. 

• In the campgrounds, undercut streambanks were re-graded and nine fish habitat 
improvement structures were installed. 

• A historic campground loop road was decommissioned and a one acre wetland was 
restored. 

• The entire area was seeded and mulched using native grasses. 
 
First Annual, Allegheny River Cleanup 
 
Partner – Sponsor:  US Forest Service  
 
The Allegheny Wild and Scenic River is one of America's most beautiful and clean rivers. For 
more than a decade the waterway has been designated as a federal Wild and Scenic River. It is 
also home to seven islands protected under America's National Wilderness Preservation 
System. Every year, hundreds of people come to the river to enjoy its beauty and bounty. 
 
On September 12-20, 2009, the first annual Allegheny River Cleanup took place with more 
than 300 volunteers donating 2,167 hours to promote stewardship of the Allegheny River 
watershed in Pennsylvania by removing garbage and other waste items.  
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The US Forest Service co-coordinated the event with Allegheny Outfitters, Inc., the Warren 
County Chamber of Business and Industry, and Conewango Creek Watershed Organization.  
The event was also actively supported by numerous local businesses, nonprofit organizations, 
and government agencies. The weeklong project consisted of a series of small, one-day 
community service cleanup events throughout the week followed by a large public event on 
Saturday, September 19.  The goal of the project was to collect trash from the 31-mile section 
of the Allegheny River and two of its major tributaries, between Kinzua Dam and Tidioute. 
 
The 2009 Cleanup successfully met this significant goal. Project accomplishments included 
the removal of: 50 cubic yards of trash; 7,200 pounds of metal to be recycled; 285 tires to be 
recycled; and numerous large and small miscellaneous trash items ranging from automotive 
parts to household appliances to items left behind by campers.  
 

 
 

A Boatload of Trash is Removed from the Allegheny River 
 
The mission of this annual Cleanup is to help keep this valuable resource healthy for 
generations to come. Long-term goals include:  
 

• To remove garbage found in or along the Allegheny River and its tributaries for the 
ecological health of this resource and the safety and enjoyment of residents and 
visitors.  

• To promote stewardship of the Allegheny River watershed and highlight how it has 
been, and continues to be, an important recreational, ecological and economic asset to 
the area.  

• To promote a spirit of giving back to the community.  
 
As a result of this project, the shorelines and waters of the Allegheny River are now safer and 
cleaner places for the wildlife and recreationalists who use them. Thank you to everyone that 
volunteered!  
 
For more details on the cleanup, visit www.alleghenyrivercleanup.com. 

http://www.alleghenyrivercleanup.com/�
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Fifth Annual, Allegheny Reservoir Cleanup 
 
Partner – Sponsor:  US Forest Service  
 
On May 9, 2009, the US Forest Service coordinated with Warren County Adult Probation & 
Parole, US Army Corps of Engineers, and Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission to complete 
the Fifth Annual Allegheny Reservoir Cleanup.  In total, 31 volunteers and employees 
collected litter from 38 miles of shoreline.  Now in its fifth year, the positive effects of the 
annual Allegheny Reservoir Cleanup are becoming very apparent.  In previous years a lot of 
time and energy was spent removing large “dumped” items such as television sets, 
microwaves, radios, a refrigerator, sets of bed springs, large wooden spools, rolls of plastic 
pipe, 55-gallon drums, snow fence, carpeting, lawn chairs, and tires.  Now, with most of those 
items gone, this year’s volunteers were able to spend the majority of their time collecting 
litter. 
 
As a result of this annual project, the shorelines and waters of the Allegheny Reservoir are 
much safer and cleaner places for the wildlife and recreationalists who use them. 
 
 

 
 

Thanks to these Volunteers, the Allegheny Reservoir is a Cleaner and Safer Place 
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Tionesta Creek Watershed Projects 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tionesta Creek  
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The Allegheny WINs Coalition sponsors two stream restoration projects in the 
Tionesta Creek drainage on  

West Branch of Tionesta Creek and Ross Run 
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West Branch Tionesta Creek Headwaters Restoration, North 
Country Connector Project  
 
Partner – Sponsor:  Pennsylvania Game Commission  
 
The North Country Connector Trail (NCCT) project is a large piece of the overall strategy to 
remediate environmental problems and enhance recreational opportunities in the headwaters 
of West Branch Tionesta Creek. 
 
In 2007, Allegheny WINS Coalition partners completed a survey of the headwaters area and 
identified ten areas of concern on State Game Lands 29 (SGL29) and the Allegheny National 
Forest (ANF).  The most significant of these was Forest Road 536 (FR536) which parallels 
the West Branch south from the Chapman State Park campground to the Hearts Content 
National Scenic Area and the North Country Trail system.  FR536 was impacting water 
quality in West Branch Tionesta Creek and its key tributaries at numerous locations, largely 
through sedimentation. 
 
This was a concern because the West Branch is classified as a High Quality Cold Water 
Fishery (HQ-CWF) by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and its six 
main tributaries in the project area are either HQ-CWF (Adam Run, Slater Run, Shaw Run, 
Toms Run, and Jones Run) or Exceptional Value (Wildcat Run) streams. 
 
FR536 had fallen into disrepair from lack of maintenance and the roadway was now heavily 
rutted, pot holed, and required a four-wheel drive vehicle to traverse.  These problems had 
been exacerbated by the fact that the historic road grade parallels the West Branch through a 
wet bottomland area.  In total, 5.7 miles of roadway and 120 culverts would need to be 
reconstructed and replaced, or decommissioned.   
 
The NCCT project will reconstruct FR536 linking, and enhancing access to, the collective 
recreational resources of Chapman State Park, SGL29, and the ANF via a 5.7 mile connector 
trail.  The roadway is currently designated as a horse and bike trail on SGL29 but upgrades in 
road surfacing, stream crossings, and ADA-accessible parking are needed to enhance the 
quality and sustainability of year-round recreational opportunities including hiking, biking, 
wildlife watching, cross-country skiing, horseback riding, and hunting and fishing. 
 
Of equal importance, those very same upgrades will also provide the much needed 
environmental improvements along the FR156 connector trail corridor.  In addition, multiple 
fish passage barriers will be eliminated through the replacement of under-sized culverts.  One 
improvement will be the reduction in volume of sediment flowing to streams and nearby 
wetlands will be greatly reduced.  The NCCT is a model project that demonstrates how 
recreational improvements and ecological restoration can be implemented jointly to benefit 
the resource, the user, and the region. 
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Key partners in this project include the Allegheny Outdoor Club, Allegheny National Forest, 
DCNR Bureau of Parks, DCNR Bureau of Forestry, Pennsylvania Game Commission, and the 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy. 
 
Activities and Accomplishments  
 

• WINs pre-project monitoring fish surveys were completed in July 2008.  
Macroinvertebrate surveys were completed in spring 2009.  

• The NCCT was added to Warren County’s Greenways Plan in August 2008.  
• DCNR, PFBC and USFS completed a shoreline stabilization project in Chapman State 

Park in October 2008. 
• Warren County Planning and Zoning Commission applied for a Community 

Conservation Partnership Program grant through DCNR for funding of DSA limestone 
surface for the NCCT.  

• USFS, PGC, Allegheny Outdoor Club and WPC completed a road decommissioning 
project on SGL 29 near Wildcat Run in May 2009 (see Earth Day 2009).  PGC’s 
timber sale, and the associated reconstruction of the NCCT are planned for bid and 
contract in winter 2009/spring 2010.  Reconstruction of the trail should be completed 
by late fall/early winter 2010.  

• WPC is coordinating the grant application process as partners seek funding for 
additional restoration activities (e.g., limestoning) in the drainage.  

• DCNR is working with PGC and WCCD to apply for Dirt & Gravel Roads funding. 
 
Earth Day 2009 - West Branch of Tionesta Creek 
 
Partners – Sponsors:  Pennsylvania Game Commission 
 
On May 22, 2009, an Earth Day event was held on State Game Lands 29 in the West Branch 
Tionesta Creek watershed, Warren County.  The project was extremely successful with a total 
of 1.3 miles of roadway decommissioned, 41 stream and spring crossings eliminated, over 800 
seedlings and willow stakes planted, and seven vernal pools created.  This project was 
designed to be the first of many annual Earth Day events for the newly created Allegheny 
WINs Coalition.   
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Decommissioning the Road 
 
Thanks to the hard work and professionalism of everyone involved, the West Branch Tionesta 
Creek watershed is a safer and cleaner place for the wildlife and forest visitors who use it. 
 
Ross Run Fish Habitat Enhancement Structures 
 
Partner – Sponsor:  Kelletville Sportsmen’s Club 
 
Key Partners included Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, US Army Corp of Engineers, 
and Collins Pine and Timber Company. 
 
On August 15, 2009, Kelletville Sportsmen’s Club improved trout habitat within Ross Run by 
placing four log and stone devices within a 300 foot reach of stream, located along Ross Run 
Road in Kingsley Township, Forest County.  Approximately 30 club members provided 
volunteer labor and were supported by other partners including Marienville Youth Detention 
Center, Abraxas, IA Construction, Collins Pine Timber Company, Trout Unlimited, and US 
Army Corps of Engineers.  Two additional construction phases along with an additional 700 
foot reach of stream are anticipated in 2010 and 2011.  
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Building Log Deflectors in Ross Run 
 
 
Accomplishments  
 

• PA Fish and Boat Commission designed and obtained the permits for the project in 
spring of 2009. 

• PA Fish and Boat Commission conducted pre-project monitoring and oversaw 
construction of Phase 1 (1/3 of the project) in August of 2009. 

• The Kelletville Sportsmen’s Club contracted equipment, obtained materials and 
completed Phase 1 of the project in August of 2009.   
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Education and Outreach 

Trout in the Classroom 

  

Pennsylvania Trout Unlimited in partnership with the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission's Sportfishing and Aquatic Resource Education Grant program sponsors the 
Trout in the Classroom program.  Through this program, Allegheny WINs partners and TU 
members team up to work with the youth to ensure that they understand why it is important to 
protect and restore our coldwater resources.   

Trout in the Classroom (TIC) is an environmental education program in which students in 
grades k-12 raise trout from eggs to fry, monitor tank water quality, study instream habitat, 
learn to appreciate water resources, begin to foster a conservation ethic, and grow to 
understand ecosystems 

Most programs end the year by releasing trout in a state-approved stream near the school or 
within a nearby watershed (not into class A trout streams).  During the year each teacher 
tailors the program to fit his or her curricular needs, therefore, each program is unique.  TIC 
has interdisciplinary applications in science, social studies, mathematics, language arts, fine 
arts, and physical education.  

Trout Unlimited members work hand-in-hand with teachers and the students to implement the 
program. The grants provide the school with all of the necessary equipment and training to 
start the program.  Each new grant provides the school with $1,000 worth of equipment and 
supplies – half of which is supported by the local TU chapter.  Additional grants may be 
awarded in subsequent years of up to $300 for replenishment materials and equipment so 
projects can continue in the next school year.    
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A Trout Unlimited Guest Speaker at Clarion Elementary 

Cornplanter and Iron Furnace Chapters of Trout Unlimited are sponsoring Trout in the 
Classroom projects.  Six local schools currently benefit from technical assistance, field trips, 
and classroom presentations by Allegheny WINs partners. 

 

Youngsville Elementary Students Observing their Fish 
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2009 Rain Barrel Workshop 
 
Partner – Sponsor:  Warren County Conservation District (WCCD) 
 
Twenty-three local homeowners participated in a rain barrel workshop held on May 9, 2009, 
at the Warren Mall.  Since a simple rain barrel design could not be found on the internet that 
would be easy to assemble from parts found at local hardware stores, the best aspects of 
several available designs were combined through trial and error.  Several work sessions were 
held ahead of time to prepare barrels for the workshop.  Preparations included drilling holes, 
gluing parts, and cutting hardware cloth.  On the day of the workshop participants assembled 
the barrels and seemed to be pleased with the end product based on the positive feedback that 
was received.   

 
Participants were instructed on the purpose of diverting rain water from gutters into rain 
barrels.  Tap water needs to be treated, pumped, and distributed, which requires energy to 
process.  Rain barrels not only save money on water bills by using rain water for outdoor 
chores such as watering lawns and gardens, they can also reduce run-off during storm events, 
help maintain a clean drinking water supply, store rain water for periods of droughts, and 
reduce energy usage.  WCCD’s West Nile Virus Technician informed the participants about 
West Nile Virus and how the rain barrel design keeps mosquitoes and larva out of the barrel 
and also offered several other mosquito-breeding-prevention techniques. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assembling a Barrel at the Workshop 
 

WCCD and the Conewango Creek Watershed Association partnered to coordinate this 
workshop.  Funding was provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection through an Environmental Education Grant.  Warren Mall management generously 
donated space in an empty store to hold the workshop.  
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Trout and Clean Streams Expo 
 
Partner – Sponsor:  Cornplanter Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
 
The second annual Trout & Clean Streams Expo held in Sheffield, PA, featured 
environmental education and outdoor recreational activities that were enjoyed by over 150 
participants.  Visitors to the Expo were treated to a variety of demonstrations, displays, and 
interactive events.   

One field trip was taken to a project site on the Allegheny National Forest where attendees 
could see the effects of watershed protection zones and mitigation measures that had been 
applied to protect coldwater fisheries and water quality.  Another field trip featured the 
rehabilitation projects proposed on Morrison Run, a nearby native brook trout stream that has 
been a priority for the Cornplanter Chapter.   

Attendees also enjoyed the displays of WINs Coalition partners that addressed the many 
programs and projects in our area.   Other activities included demonstrations such as fly tying, 
fly casting, and kayaking. 

The goal of the Expo was to provide an opportunity for our friends and neighbors to become 
more aware of current watershed projects and environmental issues we face.  The Cornplanter 
Chapter hopes to gain the motivation and commitment of the community to work collectively 
to improve our watersheds. 
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Allegheny WINs Project Funding   April 2007 – December 2009 
 

Project Objectives Sponsor Donor Funding 

Clarion River Watershed Projects 

Spring Creek 
Watershed 
Restoration 

Eliminate fish passage barriers and improve stream crossings,  
decommission roads, repair and add limestone to dirt and gravel 
roads to improve drainage and reduce sedimentation; improve 
instream and riparian habitat 

US Forest Service 

Knutzen Vanderburg and 
Watershed Funds $118,860 

Garden Club Federation $7,500 

USFS Stewardship 
Contracting $110,000 

Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy 

National Forest Foundation $15,000 

Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy $50,000 

PA Game Commission Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy $20,000 

Big Mill Creek Acid 
Remediation 

Improve water quality and aquatic ecosystem health by constructing 
passive treatment pond systems  

Elk County Freshwater 
Association  

PA DEP Growing Greener 
(Phase I & II)) $414,000 

PA DCNR (Phase III) $250,000 

Stackpole Hall $50,000 

PA DEP Gtowing Greener 
(Phase III) $393,000 

Fish habitat improvement PFBC $65,000 

Clarion River 
Dispersed Recreation 

Address erosion, sedimentation and sanitation concerns related to 
dispersed recreation Elk County Commissioners PA DCNR $107,700 

Tionesta Creek Watershed Projects 

West Branch 
Tionesta Creek 

Watershed 
Restoration 

Remove fish passage barriers, reduce erosion and sedimentation 
instreams, link and enhance recreational resources to Chapman State 
Park, SGL 29 and Allegheny National Forest 

US Forest Service American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act  $250,000 

PA Game Commission PA Game Commission $0* 

Warren County Zoning and 
Planning Commission  

Community Conservation 
Partnerships Program 
(C2P2) 

$0** 

Ross Run  Fish habitat improvement 

Kelletville Sportsmen Kelletville Sportsmen $,2,843 

PFBC Cooperative Habitat 
Improvement Funds (CHIP) $3,540 

Table continued next page 
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Project Objectives Sponsor Donor Funding 

Upper and Middle Allegheny River Watershed Projects 

Browns Run Establish a baseline dataset, document threats and develop 
recommendations for protection and restoration of the watershed. 

Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy 

Coldwater Heritage 
Program $5,000 

Kinzua Dam 
Visitor’s Center Bird 

Viewing Platform 
Provide an environmental education and recreation opportunity 

Allegheny Outdoor Club 

FirstEnergy Foundation $10,000 

FirstEnergy Corporation $10,000 

Lumber Heritage Region 
Grant (DCNR) $25,000 

Community of Warren 
Foundation $7,500 

Northern Allegheny 
Conservation Assoc. $2,000 

Betts Foundation $1,000 

Water Resources Education 
Network $280 

US Army Corps of 
Engineers 

US Army Corps of 
Engineers $18,683 

Morrison Run 
Watershed 
Restoration 

Remove fish passage barriers, improve instream and riparian habitat  Cornplanter Chapter Trout 
Unlimited 

First Energy $1000 

PA General Energy $1000 

Fish habitat improvement 

Cornplanter Chapter Trout 
Unlimited Chapter funds $800 

PFBC CHIP $1,200 

Rain Barrel 
Workshop Environmental education Warren County 

Conservation District 
PA DEP Environmental 
Education Grant $1,019 

South Branch Kinzua 
Creek 

Construct acid precipitation PTS, resurface section of road, and 
replace undersized culverts along FR279 improving tributaries of 
South Branch of Kinzua Creek 

PFBC  

PA Fish and Boat 
Commission $120,000 

Eastern Brook Trout Joint 
Venture $25,000 

US Forest Service Capital improvement and 
road maintenance funds $104,482 

Willow Bay Fish habitat improvement and wetland restoration Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy 

Knutzen Vanderburg and 
Watershed Funds $44,650 

TOTAL EXTERNAL FUNDING  $2,233,214 

 
*    Projects and funding were included in this spreadsheet if two or more Coalition organization partnered to complete the work. 
**    Funding has been applied for, but has not yet been awarded or is otherwise pending.  
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Volunteer Contributions by Project 

 
Project Objectives Partners Volunteers Hours 

 
Clarion River Watershed Projects 

Spring Creek Fish Habitat 
Improvement Project Fish habitat and riparian zone improvement  WPC, PFBC and USFS 4 32 

Big Mill Creek Acid 
Remediation 

Improve water quality and aquatic 
ecosystem health by constructing passive 
treatment pond systems 

Elk County Freshwater 
Association 15 995 

Upper and Middle Allegheny River Watershed Projects 

Allegheny Reservoir Cleanup, 
Fifth Annual 

Collect trash from 38 miles of reservoir 
shoreline 

Warren County Adult 
Probation & Parole 
(WCAPP), US Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE), and 
PFBC  

31 248 

Allegheny River Cleanup, First 
Annual 

Collect trash from 31 miles of the river and 
two major tributaries 

WCCD, USACE, PFBC, 
TU, and CCWA  337 2,167 

Browns Run 
Establish a baseline dataset, document 
threats and develop recommendations for 
protection and restoration 

WPC and USFS 9 72 

Kinzua Dam Visitor’s Center 
Bird Viewing Platform 

Provide an environmental education and 
recreation opportunity AOC and USACE 8 133 

Morrison Run Watershed 
Restoration 

Cleanup of illegal dump sites Cornplanter Chapter TU, 
WCAPP, and USFS 16 128 

Stream ford decommissioning CCTU and USFS 16 84 

Fish habitat improvement CCTU, PFBC, and USFS 12 72 

Oil and gas pipe removal CCTU and USFS 19 114 

Rain Barrel Workshop Environmental education WCCD and CCWA 3 73 

South Branch Kinzua Creek 

Construct passive acid remediation systems 
along Forest Road 279 treating two 
tributaries, resurface one mile of FR 279 
and replace undersized culverts 

PFBC and USFS 4 32 

 
Tionesta Creek Watershed Projects 

Earth Day 2009, West Branch 
Tionesta Creek 

Decommission 1.3 miles of road, 41 
stream/spring crossings, plant 800 
seedlings and willow stakes, and create 
seven vernal pools created 

AOC, WCCD, PGC, and 
USFS 15 120 

Ross Run  Fish habitat improvement Kelletville Sportsmen’s 
Club, PFBC, and USACE 32 261 

 
TOTAL VOLUNTEERS AND HOURS DONATED 

 
521 

 
4,531 
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Allegheny WINs Partners 
 
Partnerships and volunteers have made the WINs coalition the success that it is.  Credit is due 
to various individuals from the organizations and government agencies listed below.    
 
Non-profits          Acronyms 
 
Allegheny Outdoor Club         AOC 
Brokenstraw Watershed Council       BWC 
Conewango Creek Watershed Association      CCWA 
Elk County Freshwater Association        ECFA 
Kelletville Sportsmen’s Association       KSA 
Kinzua Fish & Wildlife Association        KFWA 
Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited       PATU 
Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited – Cornplanter Chapter    CCTU 
Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited – Iron Furnace Chapter    IFTU 
Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited – Jim Zwald  Chapter    JZTU 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy       WPC 
 
County Agencies  
 
Elk County Conservation District        ECCD 
Forest County Conservation District       FCCD 
McKean County Conservation District       MCCD 
Warren County Adult Probation & Parole      WCAPP 
Warren County Conservation District       WCCD 
Warren County Planning & Zoning Commission     
 
State Agencies 
 
Pennsylvania DCNR – Bureau of State Parks      DCNR 
Pennsylvania DCNR – Bureau of Forestry        
Pennsylvania DEP – Northwest Regional Office      DEP 
Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission – Division of Habitat Management  PFBC 
Pennsylvania Game Commission – Bureau of Wildlife Habitat Management  PGC 
Pennsylvania State University – School of Forest Resources    PSU 
 
Federal Agencies  
 
US Army Corp. of Engineers – Kinzua Dam      USACE 
US Army Corp. of Engineers – Tionesta Dam  
US Forest Service – Allegheny National Forest      USFS ANF 
US Fish and Wildlife Service – Pennsylvania Field Office     USFWS 
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