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Lower Cascades Washout 
It was one of the wettest 
years on record in 
Virginia, with rains that 
seemed relentless in 
2013.  The recreation 
season was all but 
washed out, and by the 
end of the year, so was a 
portion of the access to 
the Cascades.  This 66-
foot waterfall is the most 
visited day use site on 
the Forests, and a 
section of the access 
trail was badly damaged.   
In March 2014, 
recreation fees were 

combined with other 
funding sources to 
contract repairs before 
the next flood - the flood 
of spring visitors.  The 
new rock stairs are 
beautiful and much 
appreciated by visitors 
who are spared walking 
through mud and 
navigating tangles of 
ankle-twisting roots. 

Before and after along 
Lower Cascades.  

Trout Pond Improvements 

The Trout Pond  
Recreation area, built  
around the only 
natural lake in West  
Virginia, is being  
prepared for some  
major improvements.   
Recreation fee funding  
was used to supplement capital improvement 
project and recreation facility maintenance funds to 
complete redesign of the waste management 
system, drinking water system, and beach 
bathhouse at Trout Pond.  Implementation of the 
Phase 1 wastewater project began in 2014, with the 
other two ready for implementation as funding 
becomes available. 

Recreation Fee Dollars 
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation.  They support and enhance: 
• Public safety 
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements 
• Educational experiences 
• Informational wayside exhibits 
• Youth programs and partnerships 
• Interpretive programs 

Current and future generations will benefit as 80-
95% of the funds are reinvested in the facilities and 
services that visitors enjoy, use, and value. 

Forest Revenue & Expenditures 
Revenue Amount 

Recreation Fees $767,136 

Special Uses $45,583 

Interagency Passes $8,459 

Total $821,178 
Expenditures* Amount 

Repair & Maintenance $657,305 

Visitor Services $186,463 

Law Enforcement $0 

Habitat Restoration $4,580 

Fee Agreements $0 

Cost of Collections $57,039 

Total $905,387 
*Expenditures may be funded with previous years’ revenue. 
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Eagle Scout Projects Soar 
The Lee Ranger District has a 
long-standing relationship with 
the Boy Scouts of America, 
specifically the Shenandoah Area 
Council.  The Forests partner 
with the Council to provide Eagle 
Scout projects that engage not 
only the candidates, but their 

entire troops.  Recreation fees are used to fund 
Forest Service personnel who coordinate Scout 
projects, which benefit forest visitors by improving 
recreation sites and facilities. In the last several 
years, over 35 young men attained their Eagle 
Scout rank, and meaningful projects have been 
completed in developed recreation sites and on 
trails.  Examples include rehabilitating  21 sites in 
three campgrounds; constructing an accessible 
ramp into a new toilet building; building split rail 
fence to protect resources; refurbishing a large 
group campsite and erecting a flag pole;  installing 
15 interpretive signs; repairing masonry at the 
historic Catherine Furnace; repairing flood damage 
on Wildflower Interpretive Trail; constructing two 
visitor gathering areas at trailheads, and installing 
six bear-resistant trash cans. 

Southern Region Maps 

Contacts 
George Washington and Jefferson 

National Forests 
Recreation Fee Program Contact 

540-265-5166 
Email: gwilliams03@fs.fed.us 
Online: www.fs.usda.gov/gwj        

Regional Contact 
404-347-2769 

Email: akoopman@fs.fed.us 

The USDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 

Regional Revenue & Expenditures 
Revenue* Amount 

Recreation Fees $6,373,184 

Special Uses $1,209,474 

Interagency Passes $118,320 

Total $7,700,978 

Expenditures Amount 

Repair & Maintenance $4,989,435 

Visitor Services $1,355,389 

Law Enforcement $213,554 

Habitat Restoration $4,580 

Fee Agreements $0 

Cost of Collections $872,295 

Total $7,435,253 

 *Carryover funds will be used for large projects and the 
following season’s startup costs 
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