
 

The 2012 Planning Rule (36 CFR 219.8(b) and 219.10(a)) directs that plans 
must contribute and provide for ecosystem services and multiple uses 
identified in the Multiple Use Sustained Yield Act.  Together with other 
lands, these multiple uses and ecosystem services of National Forest 
System lands provide benefits to people either directly or indirectly.   

The 2012 Planning Rule defines ecosystem services as “the benefits people obtain from ecosystems”. Healthy 
forest ecosystems are life-supporting systems that provide a full suite of goods and services (ecosystem services) 
that are vital to human health and livelihood.   
 
The multiple uses identified fall under the broader umbrella of ecosystem services.  The concept of ecosystem 
services extends the classification of “multiple uses” to include a broader array of services or values; such as 
regulating services (the benefits people obtain due to the regulation of natural processes such as water 
purification, erosion control, flood protection, etc.),  cultural services (the intangible benefits people receive 
from ecosystems, including nonmaterial spiritual, religious, inspirational, and educational experiences), and 
supporting services (services necessary for the production of all other ecosystem services, such as soil 
production, nutrient cycling, primary production, regulation of habitat diversity, abundance, and distribution), 
all of which are critical to human health and well-being. 

“Key” ecosystem services are the ecosystem services 
that are important outside of the plan area itself, in 
the area(s) of influence or the broader landscape, 
and that are likely to be influenced by the land 
management plan.   
 
The key ecosystem services identified in the 
assessment, rather than all possible ecosystem 
services, are expected to be the initial set of 
ecosystem services considered in the planning 
process.  The initial list of “key” ecosystem services 
identified by the Helena and Lewis & Clark 
planning team (that are not already encompassed by 
the seven multiple use categories) are shown to the 
left.   
 
Supporting services such as biodiversity, soil 
production, sediment  yield, and thermal regulation 
fall under a more general category of ecosystem 
processes and functions and will be  discussed in the 
ecological sections of the assessment. 
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