United States Forest Boston Mountain 1803 N. 18" Street

Department of Service Ranger District Ozark, AR 72949
Agriculture Phone 479-667-2191
TTY 479-667-1931 FAX 479-667-5807
File Code: 1950-1

Date: July 9, 2014
Dear Reader:

The Boston Mountain Ranger District of the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests is
proposing a fuels treatment project on National Forest land in the Lee Creek Unit in
Crawford and Washington Counties, Arkansas (see vicinity map). This letter serves as
notification of the project to local landowners and others who have an interest in these
types of activities. If you do not have an interest in this project, you do not need to
respond.

The project area includes approximately 57,480 acres of federal property within the
100,000 acres proclamation boundary, and is the Lee Creek Fuels Treatment Project.

The actions proposed were developed from field reviews that determined management
needs for this area based on the goals established by the Revised Ozark-St. Francis
National Forests Land and Resource Management Plan (hereafter referred to as the
Forest Plan), and conditions encountered on the land. The interdisciplinary team
proposing these actions consists of a fire management officer, forester, wildlife biologist,
recreation manager, engineering technician, archaeologist, and forestry technicians.

The Lee Creek Unit provides clean air and water, habitat for wildlife, and a place for
people to escape and reconnect with nature. The unit is associated with two public supply
waters. A small portion of the Unit is with Washington Water Authority (about 25 acres)
while over a quarter of the unit (25,787 acres) is with Cedarville Water Works. The City of
Fort Smith runs a water quality monitoring program in several of the watersheds in the Lee
Creek Unit.

Decades of fire suppression in the area has resulted in a buildup of fuels, the
dominance of early successional trees with reductions of overstory diversity, and
declines in the quality of open areas for wildlife forage. Additionally, natural mortality
caused by red oak borer infestations, high wind events and several severe droughts
over the last decade has increased the volume of dead trees across the landscape.
Over the same period of time, private development has increased in the areas adjacent
to Forest Service lands. This Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) makes up 63% of the
Forest Service lands within the Unit (see map).

Although wildfire is part of 'natural’ processes across the landscape, supporting
watershed functions, plant diversity, and wildlife, we cannot depend on these forces of
nature alone to maintain these services under current conditions. The proposed fuels
treatments are a safe way to mimic a natural process, ensure ecosystem health, and
reduce wildfire risk and impacts. The proposed treatments will reduce amounts of
overgrown vegetation and debris that support wildfire growth.
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Healthy, resilient forests and trees filter our water, help cities and towns conserve
energy, and contribute to a diversity of plant and animal species. These are the desired
future conditions for the project area as well as the Ozark National Forest as a whole.
The Lee Creek Fuels Treatment Project has been proposed in order to improve forest
and ecosystem health, protect Forest Service and adjacent lands from the impacts of
wildfire, and enhance watershed conditions.

PROPOSED ACTIONS

We are proposing to lower the risk of catastrophic fire and restore fire-adapted
ecological communities through a combination of prescribed burning, mechanical, and
chemical vegetation management treatments on Forest Service lands within the Lee
Creek Unit, placing greatest emphasis on concentrations of fuels along Forest
Service/private property boundaries. We would also utilize partnerships with state and
private entities to accomplish these goals.

The primary purpose of this project is to treat fuels adjacent to private lands. The entire
project area would not be treated all at one time, nor would opportunities likely exist to
treat all acres proposed. The project area would be sub-divided into more manageable
units. These units may be divided into smaller blocks based on the treatment to be
applied, resource availability, weather conditions, and smoke management guidelines.

Units identified for prescribed burning would not be burned all in one year. On a
rotational basis, specific units would be identified to complete each year based on forest
plan objectives and guidelines as well as fuel and weather conditions. Units may be
burned more than once to mimic the natural fire regime and meet management
objectives. Prescribe burn frequency following initial burns would also be based upon
monitoring and other forest management activities, but would likely be every three to
five years. Control lines would consist primarily of previously established control lines,
roads, waterways and/or other natural barriers. New fire lines may be needed to
exclude private property, protect timber regeneration, avoid archeological sites, and
divide units. Prescribed burns as well as other associated activities would be carried
out following Forest Service guidelines in order to protect both firefighters and the
public. The area would be monitored after burning by Forest Service personnel to
assess the effectiveness of the prescribed burn and need for additional treatments.

The management actions described in this proposal would enhance community
protection and reduce the risk of loss of human life, structures, improvements, and
natural resources from wildfire and subsequent floods and provide for defensible space
in the event of a wildfire so that public and firefighter safety is enhanced.
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HOW TO COMMENT
This project is subject to administrative review under 36 CFR 218 Project-Level Pre-
decisional Administrative Review Process, Parts A and B.

Specific written comments as defined by 36 CFR 218.2 should be within the scope of
the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the proposed action, and must include
supporting reasons for me to consider. It is the responsibility of all individuals and
organizations to ensure that their comments are received in a timely manner.

Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of
those who comment, will be considered part of the public record and will be available for
public inspection. Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered,;
however we will not be able to provide the respondent with subsequent environmental
documents. A 30 day Notice and Comment period will be provided at a future date (36
CFR 218.24).

An objection period, if required, will follow the regulation found in 36 CFR 218.7. For
objection eligibility (36 CFR 218.5), only those who have submitted timely, specific
written comments during any designated opportunity for public comment may file an
objection. Issues to be raised in objections must be based on previously submitted
specific written comments regarding the proposed project and attributed to the objector,
unless the issue is based on new information that arose after a designated opportunity
to comment (36CFR 218.8(c)).

| invite your comments on the proposed action. The Interdisciplinary Team will use your
comments as they identify issues and develop alternatives to the proposal for my
consideration. The team will summarize the disclosure of environmental effects in an
environmental document which will be available to the general public on our website.
The environmental document will be mailed to those who have commented on this
proposal and to those who request a copy.

For your convenience you may use the enclosed comment form. Our mailing address
is: U.S. Forest Service, 1803 N 18" Street, Ozark, AR 72949. You may also call, or
email your comments to: comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-bostonmtn@fs.fed.us.
Please state “Lee Creek Fuels Treatment Project” in the subject line when providing
electronic comments, or on the envelope when replying by mail. If you have questions
on this proposal or the analysis decision process, please call Mike Hennigann or me at
479-667-2191.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM DUNK

District Ranger
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LEE CREEK FUELS TREATMENT PROJECT
Boston Mountain Ranger District, Ozark National Forest

Name:

Address:

Date: Phone:

Email:
Comments:

Would you like us to contact you about your comments?

Please mail your completed comment form to Jobi Brown at 1803 North 18™ Street,
Ozark, AR 72949. Comments are also accepted verbally at 479-667-2191 or TTY 479-
667-1931, or by email at comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-bostonmtn@fs.fed.us.
Your input is important.
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