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USDA FOREST SERVICE

INTERMOUNTAIN REGION, R4

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NATIONAL FOREST

SPRING MOUNTAINS NATIONAL RECREATION AREA (SMNRA)
Outreach Notice Valid Starting 

July 24, 2014 to August 7, 2014
Wildlife Biologist
GS-0486-11
Non-Competitive Detail (NTE 90 days) 

Duty Location:  Las Vegas, NV
Vacancy Announcement

The Spring Mountains National Recreation Area (SMNRA) of the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest (HTNF) will soon be filling a permanent full-time GS-0486-11 District Wildlife Biologist position to be located at the SMNRA Office in Las Vegas, NV.  In the interim, we will be filling a NTE 90-day detail.  The expected starting date for the detailer is August 24, 2014.
Interested Employees  

If you are interested in this position, please respond with the outreach response form and a current resume to jbrickey@fs.fed.us, by August 7, 2014. Interested applicants, or those desiring further information, may contact Jennifer Brickey, District Botanist, at 702-515-5402.  
About the Position

The SMNRA District Wildlife Biologist is not your typical US Forest Service Wildlife Biologist.  The Spring Mountains NRA is home to many plant and wildlife endemic species.  Present day taxonomic interpretations indicate 25 species of plants and animals are found only in the Spring Mountains, including butterflies, springsnails, and the Palmer’s chipmunk, many of which are covered under a multiple species Conservation Agreement.  The incumbent also acts as the Forest’s technical specialist for butterfly conservation concerns, reviewing and recommending special studies, species-specific surveys, habitat management and improvement plans for technical soundness and adequacy in meeting overall butterfly conservation objectives.  
During the 90-day detail, the detailer will focus primarily on development of a Programmatic Biological Assessment for the Mt. Charleston blue butterfly, recently listed as Endangered under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  The Programmatic Biological Assessment will evaluate impacts of ongoing district activities, including but not limited to operations and maintenance of existing campgrounds, picnic areas, and ski resort facilities, trails maintenance, and fire suppression activities.  The detailer will work closely with district staff and USFWS counterparts in evaluating effects and developing effective, feasible mitigations and conservation measures that would become a part of the programmatic Biological Opinion.  The detailer should have a strong working knowledge of the ESA, particularly Section 7 consultation.   
Additional duties may include:

· Working with USFWS and providing insights to district staff for restoring and enhancing habitats the Mt. Charleston blue butterfly, recently listed as Endangered under the Endangered Species Act, including known occupied habitats in the Carpenter 1 Fire;

· Providing feedback on affects analyses of management activities on wildlife resources, which may include preparing biological evaluations for threatened, endangered or sensitive species; and

· Providing assistance in preparing and reviewing environmental assessments and environmental impact statements affecting wildlife resources.  
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The Spring Mountains NRA
The Spring Mountains are a sky island surrounded by the hot and dry Mojave Desert. In the center of the SMNRA, stands the limestone summit of Charleston Peak nearly 12,000 feet above sea level.  Plant communities range from blackbrush and Joshua tree at lower elevations through pinyon-juniper woodlands, ponderosa and bristlecone pine forest up to subalpine and alpine communities above tree line.  The seclusion of the Spring Mountains from other mountain ranges with comparable climates and habitats allowed for high rates of species endemism to develop in the mountain range.  
The SMNRA includes 316,000 acres of National Forest system land in Southern Nevada’s Clark and Nye counties.  The closest communities are Las Vegas and North Las Vegas, near the northeastern SMNRA boundaries.  Pahrump lies on the western side of the SMNRA about 10 miles from the border.  The SMNRA receives about 1.2 million visitors annually.  In the summer, visitors are seeking the cool green sky island above the desert with much cooler temperatures.  In the winter, snow is on the mountain and the only downhill skiing and snowboarding area in Clark County attracts many visitors.  The mountain is an awesome place to visit year around as it displays six life zones, many wildlife species, hiking trails, springs, extensive wilderness areas and an experience unlike anything the busy metropolitan Las Vegas valley offers.  

The District office is located in the Northwest part of Las Vegas at 4701 N. Torrey Pines and is co-located with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) offices.   The Las Vegas metropolitan area, home to two-million people, is among the fastest growing areas in the United States.  Las Vegas receives 6,000 new residents each month.  Las Vegas is surrounded by seven million acres of federal lands, managed primarily by the US Forest Service, National Park Service, BLM, and USFWS.   These federal lands include 18 wilderness areas and 8 congressionally designated areas including the SMNRA, Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area, Lake Mead National Recreation Area, Desert National Wildlife Refuge Complex and the Sloan Canyon National Conservation Area.  

The Forest
At over 6.3 million acres, the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest is the largest National Forest in the contiguous United States.  The Forest spans the entire state of Nevada, with one million acres of land in eastern California along the Eastern Sierra Front.  The Forest consists of four distinct geographic areas, the Sierra Nevada, Central Nevada, Northeastern Nevada, and the Spring Mountains (Las Vegas).  The Nevada portion extends from the Idaho/Oregon border south to Las Vegas, and from the California border east to the Utah border.  The Forest administers 5.3 million acres in 12 of Nevada's 17 counties; and one million acres in 7 California counties.

The Region

The Intermountain Region in Ogden, Utah provides administrative oversight and support to thirteen National Forests and one National Grassland in Utah, Nevada, western Wyoming, and southern/central Idaho covering 31,816,792 acres in the National Forest Systems.  There are approximately 2000 permanent employees in Region 4. 

The Community

Las Vegas is called the entertainment capital of the world.  An estimated 40 million tourists annually travel to and from the city by plane, automobile, and bus.  The hotels continue growing, expanding, and changing.  The city reinvents itself every few years.

This vibrant city offers surprisingly unique opportunities to those who choose to call it home.  The Southwestern Metropolitan area is home to 2 million residents – a place with schools, parks, grocery stores, awesome libraries, and quiet neighborhoods populated by people from every state in the union.  
Recreation in the area is plentiful and includes hiking, biking, climbing, motocross, ATV, horseback riding, and snow and water skiing.  Las Vegas is well situated for outdoor recreationists with multiple national parks, 18 wilderness areas and eight congressionally designated areas within a two- to four-hour drive.  Nearby national parks include the Grand Canyon, Zion National Park, Death Valley National Park, Mojave National Preserve, Joshua Tree National Park, and Great Basin National Park.  Lake Mead, Hoover Dam, Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area, and Valley of Fire State Park are within a one hour drive from Las Vegas.
Outreach Response  

Interested applicants should complete the attached outreach form and return along with a resume by August 7, 2014, to Jennifer Brickey, District Botanist at jbrickey@fs.fed.us.  For further information, contact Jennifer at 702-515-5402 or via email at jbrickey@fs.fed.us.
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OUTREACH RESPONSE FORM
Wildlife Biologist
GS-0486-11 Non-Competitive Detail NTE 90 days
Spring Mountains National Recreation Area, Las Vegas, NV

Email with resume to jbrickey@fs.fed.us by August 75, 2014
OR Mail with resume to:
Jennifer Brickey





SMNRA





U.S. Forest Service





4701 N. Torrey Pines Dr.





Las Vegas, NV  89130

HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NATIONAL FOREST
	


NAME:

	


E-MAIL ADDRESS:

	


MAILING ADDRESS:

	


TELEPHNE NUMBER:

	
	{USFS  
	
	{BLM
	
	{OTHER


AGENCY EMPLOYED WITH:

	
	{PERMANENT
	
	{TEMPORARY
	
	{TERM


TYPE OF APPOINTMENT:

	
	{VRA
	
	{PWD
	
	{OTHER


	
	{REGION
	
	{FOREST


CURRENT:

	
	{DISTRICT


	
	{SERIES
	
	{GRADE


CURRENT:

	
	{POSITION TITLE


CURRENT:

HOW DID YOU FIND OUT ABOUT THIS OUTREACH NOTICE?

	


IF NOT A CURRENT PERMANENT (CAREER OR CAREER CONDITIONAL) EMPLOYEE

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE TO BE HIRED UNDER ANY OF THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL AUTHORITIES?

	


 PERSON WITH DISABILITIES  

	


 DISABLED VETERANS W/30% COMPENSABLE DISABILITY

	


 VETERANS EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES ACT OF 1998

	


 FORMER PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER
Thank you for your interest in our Vacancy!
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