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More Lightning Starts Fires in Siskiyou County 

 

Yreka, CA- Lightning moved across the area Monday and Tuesday evenings with nearly 300 down strikes 

recorded. As of early this morning, the lightning has resulted in at least nine new fires on the Salmon/Scott and 

Goosenest Ranger Districts of the Klamath National Forest (KNF) and six new fires within CAL FIRE’s 

jurisdiction.  CAL FIRE has contained all six fires, the largest being contained at 16 acres near Mt. Dome.    

On Monday, helicopter water buckets and rappelers were used on the KNF’s Salmon/Scott District to suppress 

the Election and Mullane fires, burning southeast of Mary Blaine Mountain on the Salmon River divide. 

Yesterday, smokejumpers were sent to two fires on the Salmon/Scott District, to suppress the Bingham Fire 

and the Leef Fire, both burning northwest of Carter Meadow’s Summit.  The largest of the KNF fires is the Leef 

fire, estimated at 15 acres. Air tankers were also called in to make drops on several fires in Siskiyou County 

yesterday.  

The Klamath National Forest and CAL FIRE have both brought in additional resources to reinforce firefighting 

capabilities On the Klamath National Forest, twelve additional fire engines, three additional hand crews and 

two helicopters from other jurisdictions have been brought in. CAL FIRE has brought in four additional crews 

and five engines. 

Due to the extreme drought conditions throughout the area, fuels are very receptive to fires started by lightning.  

Even with some areas getting wetting rain, the fuels dry out quickly and a small smoldering fire can quickly 

grow to a major fire. Lightning is expected throughout the rest of this week.  

To find out more about how you can help to prevent human caused, unwanted wildfires, please go to 

www.preventwildfireca.org 
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