APPENDIX B

RECREATION RESIDENCE PERMIT

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

Gallatin National Forest, Hebgen Lake Ranger District
PERMIT HOLDER APPROVAL  

Name(s)______________________________________    _______________________________________       

Signature(s) ___________________________________    _______________________________________

Date __________________   Tract/Lot_______________________________________________________
Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________________

Phone____________​_________________     e-mail_____________________________________________   

Date____________________

PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS PLAN 

Note to permit holder: Fill this out only if you have designated someone besides yourself. 

You still remain responsible to ensure compliance with the permit.    
Name___________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________  e-mail ____________________________________
EMERGENCY CONTACT (if other than the Permit Holder):

Name____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________    e-mail ____________________________________
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FOREST SERVICE AUTHORIZED OFFICER APPROVAL
Signature ________________________________________Date______________ 
________________
District Ranger
This Operation and Maintenance Plan (O&M Plan) is a part of the permit holder’s recreation residence term special use permit (FS- 2700-5a) as required by Clause III.A of the permit.

This O&M Plan provides routine and day-to-day direction for permit holders for activities allowed and actions required by the permit so that both the permit holder and the Forest Service share the same understanding and expectations.  By following this Plan,  holders will ensure a safe, clean, and enjoyable environment around their recreation residence, while protecting National Forest lands, resources, public values and maintaining the improvements in character with their natural, scenic, historic and recreational values. 


Except as listed in this Plan, any​ changes, modifications or improvements to the exterior of the recreation residence building, outbuildings or to the lot or its environs must be approved by the Forest Service (FS) authorized officer.   


Proceeding without approval, for an action that requires approval by the authorized officer, may be considered non-compliance and the permit could be subject to revocation.
Failure to comply with the terms and conditions of the permit or this O&M Plan   may be considered non-compliance and the permit could be subject to revocation.  

The permit holder has the responsibility to be familiar with and understand the terms and conditions of their permit. Permit holders must inspect their permitted area to ensure that public safety, health, and welfare are adequately protected.  These obligations are not contingent upon any duty of the FS to inspect the premises. 
Cost Recovery:  Cost Recovery is legislation that requires holders of special use permits, who request specific administrative approvals, actions or analysis on their permits to pay an administrative fee for processing, analysis and monitoring.  For more information, visit the Recreation Residence page of the Gallatin National Forest website: www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin/                           

I.  MAINTENANCE OF VEGETATION  AND REMOVAL OF DANGEROUS TREES 
A. Landscaping and Planting 
1. New landscaping requires authorized officer approval.  Only native species will be approved. 
2. Maintenance of existing landscaping is allowed without prior authorization. In general, the FS encourages holders to eliminate any existing non-native plant species and non-natural appearing landscapes on permitted lots.
B. Minor pruning:  The permit holder may perform minor pruning of limbs of trees or bushes that intrude upon driveways, pathways or structures on the permitted lot without prior FS approval.
C. Pesticide or Herbicide Use: this provides authorization per clause V.E. of the permit.  

1. Noxious Weeds:  The holder has the responsibility to control infestations of noxious weeds on the permitted lot, around their authorized improvements and use areas.   Holders may use herbicides for this work without prior FS approval. All specifications and requirements listed on the product label must be followed.  The holder is encouraged to contact the FS district office for more information about noxious weeds.    

2. The holder must provide a report to the FS authorized officer annually for herbicide used on noxious weeds, stating: 1) the product used; 2) the amount used; 3) name of person who did the applying; 4) certification for product use (if any required) and 5) a rough map showing the location within the permitted area that the product was used (holder may use a copy of map in permit).  
3. Minor uses of insecticide, such as for spraying wasps or dusting an anthill do not require any approval or reporting.
4. For other pesticide applications, see permit clause V. E. and XI.E. 

 D. Hazardous Trees
1. The holder may cut, without prior FS approval, a dead hazardous tree that is creating an emergency by imminently threatening to fall on and strike holders’ authorized structures.  
a. All stumps should be left no higher than approximately 8” in height.
b. After cutting any dead hazard tree, the holder must report the cutting to the authorized officer.
c. The holder must pile the slash in an open area, in piles small enough to facilitate safe burning (approximately 6 ft. in diameter).  The holder must notify the FS so that slash pile burning can be coordinated. 
d. A holder who wishes to burn the slash piles must first obtain approval from the FS authorized officer and between March 1 and November 30, county burn permits are required. 
2. The holder may utilize up to 2 cords of the wood from a felled, dead hazard tree for firewood within the permitted area without prior FS approval or needing to purchase a firewood permit.  To utilize more than 2 cords within the permitted area or to take the wood off the forest, the holder must purchase a firewood permit.   
a. If the holder decides to not utilize the tree as firewood the holder must buck the tree and pile it for removal.
II. MAINTENANCE AND USE OF THE AUTHORIZED AREA AND IMPROVEMENTS
Permit holder must maintain the permitted area and improvements to reasonable standards of repair, neatness, sanitation and safety.  

A. Non-Commercial Use and Incidental Rental  

1. Use of the residence is for personal recreation purposes only (the permit holder, holder’s family, non-paying guests, per clause I.C. of the permit).  Use as a principal place of residence or full time residence does not meet the terms of the permit.
2. Conducting any type of commercial activity or business from the recreation residence is prohibited, including advertising the residence for rental.  

3. Use of the recreation residence for incidental rental is allowed by the permit but must be approved by the authorized officer in advance in writing. If approved, the holder still remains responsible for ensuring compliance with the terms of the permit.  Rental for more than 14 days in any calendar year exceeds incidental rental.
B. Temporary Expansion of Capacity
1. Recreation vehicles, tents or teepees may be used to expand the capacity of a recreation residence on a temporary basis. Temporary is defined as 16 days by the Gallatin National Forest stay limits special order. 
2. In some areas special restrictions may apply to overnight camping and expansion of capacity must be confined to the permitted lot. Additionally, on Hebgen District in the “Day Use Only” areas that recognize high concentrations of grizzly bear use and that overlap existing recreation residence tracts, only hard-sided campers and recreational vehicles may be used. 
C. Buildings And Structures

1. Prior to making any improvements or modifications to the exterior of buildings or other structures, the permit holder must request and receive authorization from the FS authorized officer.   Work for which prior written authorization is needed includes, but is not limited to:

a. Construction or reconstruction
b. re-roofing, 
c. deck or porch replacement, 
d. structure enlargement or replacement, 
e. changing exterior colors of buildings or structures 
f.  hot tub installation, well drilling, septic installation, exterior toilet installation
g. installing or modifying exterior wiring
2. Normal routine maintenance or work for which prior authorization is not needed includes:

a. Repainting / re-staining building exteriors with the same color

b. Pumping of the septic tank, vault or toilet 

c. Mounting of a small (18” or less in diameter) satellite dish on main residence structure, that requires no modification of the structure’s exterior

d. Generally, interior building modifications are allowed without prior Forest Service approval.  However, outbuildings shall not be modified to include sleeping quarters or be converted to sleeping or guest cabins. 

3. All applicable permit and code requirements must be met.  The Forest Service may require proof of state or county permits and code compliance.

4. To perform repair or maintenance at a recreation residence, a contractor is not required to have a Forest Service special use permit. However, the permit holder must ensure that the contractor meets the terms of the recreation residence permit and all other applicable. laws and regulations. 
D. The Lot and Surrounding Tract / Area

1. General Appearance and safety

a. Exterior lights must be kept to a minimum, must face downward, must use minimum wattage possible, and must not illuminate beyond the permitted lot or authorized off-lot structures.  Decorative or holiday lights are not allowed.   Any new exterior lighting installations require approval. Holders with residences along Hebgen Lake should try to prevent their lights from being visible from across the lake.
b. Litter, trash, debris, leftover building material and equipment, unused furniture or other unnecessary clutter must be removed or appropriately stored.  

c. In general, yard ornaments are not allowed.  Small, forest-appropriate yard decorations, that are not visually dominant and that are close to the main residence, may be allowed, with authorized officer approval.

d. Portable yard furniture, such as lightweight folding chairs, shall be stored appropriately when the residence is not occupied.
2. Vehicles

a. When the recreation residence is not occupied, vehicles and equipment such as RVs, automobiles, trucks,  trailers, campers, boats that require trailers, ATVs, snowmobiles, etc. and inoperable vehicles shall not be stored outside of buildings on the permitted lot or tract, nor shall vehicles be stored in open-sided buildings.    Any exceptions to this must be approved on a case by case basis by the FS authorized officer. 
b. Vehicle and trailer storage is not allowed off permitted lots on NF land except on Hebgen District where they may be kept within designated long term parking areas.  
c. Within the permitted area, all motorized vehicles, including motorcycles and ATV’s are limited to using authorized driveways, routes and parking areas.  Any exceptions to this must be approved on a case by case basis by the FS authorized officer.  
d. When outside the permitted area,  motorized vehicles, including motorcycles, ATV’s and snowmobiles must stay on roads or trails designated for that use by the current Forest Travel Plan 
3. Roads and Bridges

a. Roads and driveways that are authorized by the permit are the responsibility of the holders to maintain to FS maintenance standards, to prevent erosion and sedimentation.  Maintenance guidelines are available on the Forest website.  Written approval from the authorized officer is needed prior to any work, including road grading, dust abatement, pothole repair or drainage repair.

4. Signs and Gates 

a. Signs:  All signage, including temporary signs such as real estate) must be approved by the authorized officer prior to installation.  “No Trespassing” signs or other signs that prohibit public access are not allowed, except on private structures.
b. Gates:  Installation of gates on driveways or roads requires authorized officer approval.  Where authorized gates exist, the FS must have vehicular access to the permitted area at all times.  

5. Water Quality and Stream, River, Lake or Shoreline Disturbance
a. Any project the holder would like to undertake that would involve modification or disturbance of a lake, river, or stream bed or banks, including, but not limited to, removal of debris, trees and other vegetation, rocks, dredging, dock or bridge construction, rip rapping, or other flood abatement requires written permission from the FS authorized officer.  

b. Hand removal of debris that is plugging a culvert, threatening a bridge, road or structure(s) may be accomplished by the holder without authorization.  Any mechanical debris removal requires prior approval.  
c. After receiving preliminary FS approval for a project adjacent to or in a lake, river, stream or bank, the holder must acquire any necessary project-specific approvals and permits from the appropriate county, state and federal agencies.  After all necessary project-specific permits are obtained by the holder, final written approval from the FS authorized officer is required prior to implementing the project. 
d. Holders must not create a situation, or allow a condition to continue where runoff into adjacent water bodies from their lot or permitted off-lot improvements could carry pollutants or create increased erosion or sedimentation. If this situation exists, holders must submit a proposal to the authorized officer describing the means of rectifying this situation. 

e. Water and gray water systems, drain fields, toilet pits or vaults, septic systems shall be maintained according to appropriate codes and kept in a good state of repair.  Open discharge of pollutants is not allowed. Prior to any replacements, improvements, or enlargements, written approval from the authorized officer is required.

6. Stock Use
a. Stock boarding or stock facilities in association with recreation residence use are not allowed unless approved by the authorized officer.    

III. GARBAGE AND WILDLIFE ATTRACTANTS

Permit holder must maintain the permitted area and improvements to reasonable standards of repair, neatness, sanitation and safety.  

A. Trash must be disposed of at appropriate off-forest, official garbage collection sites.  Holders must not deposit trash at FS campgrounds or other FS sites.  Garbage safety is described in the next section, the Grizzly Bear Management and Protection Plan.
B. Wildlife attractants such as salt licks, blocks, hay bales or other wildlife feeding or attractants, except bird feeders as described in the next section, are prohibited.

IV. GRIZZLY BEAR MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION PLAN
The authorized recreation residence use is located in habitat that is either currently or potentially used by grizzly bears.  This Plan remains in effect whether or not the grizzly bear is federally listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act. To protect the permit holder and to prevent the loss or injury of any grizzly bear, the following actions are required:

A. Food and Attractant Storage:  The Gallatin National Forest Food Storage Order (see attachment A) is in effect Forest-wide, which means that all food or attractants (pet food, game carcasses, garbage, etc.) must be stored in a manner unavailable to bears. 

1. Freezers, refrigerators, ice chests and coolers are not bear resistant, may not be outside of the recreation residence even if locked and must be stored in a manner unavailable to bears.  
2. Garbage and Refuse Disposal:  All garbage that is stored outside must be kept in bear-resistant containers or otherwise made unavailable to bears in a manner approved by the FS authorized officer.  It is the responsibility of the holder to ensure that all containers are functioning properly and attractants are unavailable to bears.

3. Screened-in porches are not considered bear resistant. 

B. Outdoor Food Preparation and Cleanup:  After barbeques or any other outdoor food preparation, cleanup must be done immediately after and the area outside the recreation residence, including barbeque grills and grease traps, must be kept as free from food odors as possible. 

C. Human Safety:  Feeding bears is prohibited by this Plan as well as State law (Montana Statute 87-3-130, see attachment).

D. Bird Feeders are allowed only if they are at least 10 feet above the ground and 4 feet from vertical supports and have a tray that prevents the feed (liquid, seed, etc) from falling on the ground. 

E. Livestock:  Pigs, poultry, sheep, or other domestic livestock may not be kept within the permitted area.  Pack stock is addressed in section II.D.6 above. 

F. Pets:   As per the Forest Plan (Grizzly Bear Appendix G-19) dogs must be under control and not harassing wildlife anywhere on the national forest.  Pet food must not be left unattended outside.

G. Planting:  Non-native species may not be planted.  Avoid planting species that attract wildlife.  

H. Conflicts or Incidents:  All incidents or conflicts with wildlife, including grizzly bears, shall be reported as soon as possible to the District Ranger. In the case of injury or death of a human or bear, call Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks at 406-994-4042 or 406-580-5888 and the Sheriff’s office as soon as possible.
1. The authorized officer may order an immediate temporary suspension of all human activities permitted by this authorization and, if needed, suspend or revoke the special-use authorization when, in his/her judgment, such action is necessary in order to prevent confrontation or conflict between humans and grizzly bears. The holder shall immediately comply with such order. The United States shall not be liable for any consequences from such a suspension or revocation. Such suspension or revocation may be appealed to the next higher level as provided in 36 CFR 251, Subpart  C.
2. The holder assumes full responsibility and shall hold the United States harmless from any and all claims by him/her or by third parties for any damages to life or property arising from the activities authorized by this special-use authorization and encounters with grizzly bears, or from suspension, revocation, or termination of activities authorized by this special-use authorization.
3. Intentional or negligent acts by the holder, his/her agents, employees, contractors and subcontractors that result in injury or death of a grizzly bear may be cause for suspension or revocation of this authorization in whole or in part. 
I. Modification Provision:  This Grizzly Bear Management and Protection Plan can be modified any time new information or protection practices become known.

J. Guests or Incidental Renters: All guests of permit holders should be informed of the provisions listed in this Grizzly Bear Management and Protection Plan and other provisions of the permit. 

1. It is recommended that a copy of this plan, along with the other provisions of the permit, and other bear safety brochures be kept in the residence and be available to the holders and their guests.

K. Available Information:  Information on minimizing direct conflict with bears is available on the Recreation Residence page of the Gallatin National Forest website or by contacting the FS district office.   

V. SELLING THE CABIN AND IMPROVEMENTS

A. Inform the potential buyer:  It is the responsibility of the holder(s) to show a copy of the recreation residence permit, along with any terms or conditions specific to that permit, to the prospective purchaser and/or real estate agent.  
B. Notify the FS:  The Holder(s) must notify the authorized officer in writing in advance when they intend to sell or transfer their improvements.  The authorized officer will respond with process guidelines and identify all steps, including any corrective actions necessary for issuing a Special Use Permit to the new owner.
C. Items not in compliance and needing correction will be determined by the Forest Service. Issuance of the new permit is not automatic.  The seller does not have the authority to assure the buyer a new permit will be issued. 
VI. FIRE PROTECTION AND PREVENTION

It is the goal of the Forest Service to manage recreation residences to balance the needs to reduce fire risk with the needs of wildlife, aesthetics, and other resource consideration.  Fuel reduction is very important, not only to protect structures owned by the permit holders and their neighbors on both private and NF land, but to protect the surrounding forest as well. 
The Forest Service does not have structural fire suppression responsibilities for your recreation residence.  It is strongly recommended that recreation residence permit holders contact their local fire department to determine if they are formally covered under some type of structural fire protection.

A. Fire Closures:  Holders must abide by official Forest closures. 

B. To Reduce the Risk of Fire

1. Holders are encouraged to remove excessive fuel buildup within their permitted areas to help protect the surrounding forest or neighboring lots from fire starts within the lot, but also to protect their own structures.  To do this, prior written approval is needed from the authorized officer.  Information and suggestions about fuel reduction are available on the “Firewise” website (www.firewise.org) or on the Gallatin National Forest website. 

2. Pile burning of any type of vegetative material requires Authorized Officer approval and between March 1 and November 30 county burn permits are required. 
3. Use of burn barrels or trash burning is not allowed. 
4. Firewood should be stored away from structures.  Recommended distances are at least thirty feet from the main cabin and at least 10 feet from smaller structures and propane tanks. 
a. No more than 2 cords of firewood may be stored on a permitted lot at any one time, without approval from the authorized officer..
5. Fireworks are prohibited on the lot or anywhere on the National Forest.

6. Approved spark arrestors are required on all chimney and stove outlets. 
7. All permanent fire pits and barbeques must be approved by the authorized officer.   An area 3 feet wide should be cleared to mineral soil or other non-combustible material around permanent or portable barbeque pits, grills and firerings.  During the fire season, holders should keep a bucket of water and a shovel on hand or have an outside faucet or hose.  Do not leave fires or lit grills or barbeques unattended.

8. Yard and outdoor lighting (including lights attached to structures) must be safely mounted on buildings or on freestanding posts and must meet code.  
9. Where appropriate, fire hydrants, wildland fire pumps and hose boxes may be installed with prior approval by the authorized officer.  
VII. SHORELINES AND BOAT DOCKS - HEBGEN LAKE
A. Jurisdictions: Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (MTFWP) has jurisdiction over water-surface activities on Hebgen Lake. For the safety of all, holders and all recreationists who engage in on-water activities have the responsibility to know and abide by the rules, as listed on this website:        http://fwp.mt.gov/fishing/regulations/boatrestrictions.html#rules2. 
1. PPL Montana holds the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission license (FERC Lic # 2188) to operate and maintain the Hebgen Reservoir.  Although PPL Montana has no jurisdictional authority over recreation residences, their FERC license required the development of the Hebgen Lake Dock and Shoreline Management Plan.  The plan provides guidelines for shoreline facilities that the Forest Service uses for guidance.  Holders should consult the plan when developing proposals to renovate, reconstruct or replace a shoreline facility.  That plan can be found on the Gallatin National Forest website. 
B. Holder should continuously monitor their shoreline facilities for signs of deterioration or damage.
C. Visibility of docks:  Holder should ensure that there are reflective markings on the outermost pilings and edges of the dock that are in good, easily visible condition.
D. Flotation Materials:  Holder should ensure that any flotation materials are enclosed or sealed to prevent break-up and scattering of floatation materials.  If damage occurs, holder shall make immediate repairs. Holder must remove any loose flotation or detached dock materials from the lake.
E. Prior written approvals are required for any lakeside or streamside projects from the FS authorized officer, and where required, standard analysis and permitting procedures involving the Army Corps of Engineers, Montana Department of Environmental Quality, MT Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Gallatin County Conservation District, and Gallatin County Planning Office for the following:  
1. major repairs (one-fifth or more) of a dock) 

2. changes, replacements, improvements to existing docks  

3.  construction of new docks
4. any reconstruction, replacement or construction of other shoreline facilities 
5. installation of any mooring buoys attached to the lake bottom
6. maintenance and dredging of existing access canals
7. installation of minor shoreline improvements including, but are not limited to fire pits, sundecks, bench seats, lighting, storage compartments, retaining walls or bank stabilization structures (including rip rap)etc.  
8. pruning or removing any vegetation within 50 feet of the shoreline 
9. planting along the shoreline (or anywhere within the permitted area)
F. Maintain shoreline vegetation:  Shoreline vegetation is critical for bank stabilization and wildlife habitat.  Holder must protect shoreline vegetation from trampling or other repeated actions that eventually will lead to loss of shoreline vegetation.
VIII. INFORMATION, FORMS AND WEBSITE LINKS AVAILABLE ON THE GALLATIN NATIONAL FOREST WEBSITE:    http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin/
1. Information on minimizing direct conflicts with grizzly bears 

2. Request to Modify the Permitted Lot or Improvements:  Form for proposing site or facility alterations / construction                                       
3. The Forest Service Handbook: Supplement for the Gallatin National Forest, Special Uses Management for the Administration of Recreation Residence Authorizations

4. Form 2700-3a:  “Holder Initiated Revocation of Existing Authorization/ Request for a Special Use Permit or Term Special Use Permit” 
5.  Forest Service Inspection of Recreation Residence Lot  - Form
6. The  “Recreation Residence Historic Context for Eight National Forests in Region 1” (May 2006)
7. Guidelines for Maintenance of Recreation Residence Roads and Driveways
8. Forest Service Vehicle Bridge Maintenance and Inspection Standards 
9. Hebgen Shoreline Management Plan

10. Firewise” website (www.firewise.org)

11. The Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks website contains information pertinent to boating safety, algae blooms, fishing, aquatic nuisance species, etc. for recreation residences near Hebgen Lake.  (http://fwp.mt.gov/fishing/regulations/boatrestrictions.html#rules2)
Attachment A - Gallatin National Forest: Forest-Wide Food Storage Order
Signed March 27, 2007

Occupancy and Use Order #07-11-00-01         

United States Department of Agriculture

Forest Service

Northern Region—Gallatin National Forest
Occupancy and use restrictions

For the purpose of minimizing adverse interactions between humans, bears and other wildlife and pursuant to Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 261.50 (a) and (b), the following uses are restricted on the Gallatin National Forest (Exhibit B) and hereby made part of this Order. Also attached, and hereby made part of this Order, are Definitions (Exhibit A) of terms used in support of the restrictions. This Order is effective March 1 through December 1, annually, until rescinded.

1. Possessing or storing any food, refuse or other attractant, as specified in the Order (36 CFR 261.58 (cc).

2. Possessing, storing, or transporting any bird, fish, or other animal, or parts thereof, as specified in the Order (36 CFR 261.58 (s).

3. Camping as specified in the Order (36 CFR 261.58 (e).  

Under this order it is required that 

1. All food, refuse or other attractants must be acceptably stored or acceptably possessed during daytime hours.

2. All food, refuse or other attractants must be acceptably stored during nighttime hours, unless it is being prepared for eating, being eaten, being transported, or being prepared for acceptable storage.

3. Any harvested animal carcass must be acceptably stored, unless the carcass is being field dressed, transported, being prepared for eating, or being prepared for acceptable storage.

4. Camping or sleeping areas must be established at least ½ mile from a known animal carcass (on the ground) or at least 100 yards from an acceptably stored animal carcass.

5. The responsible party shall report the death and location of livestock to a Forest Service official within 24 hours of discovery. Any Forest user finding dead livestock should contact the Forest Service.

6. Burnable attractants that cannot be completely consumed by fire (i.e., no post burning residue) must be packed out. 

Exemptions

Pursuant to 36 CFR 261.50 (e) the following persons are exempt from this Order:

1. Persons with a permit issued by the Forest Supervisor specifically exempting them from this Order.

2. Any Federal or State officer placing baits to capture animals for research or management purposes as part of their official duties.
These restrictions are in addition to the general prohibitions in 36 CFR Part 261, Subpart A. This Order supersedes any previous Order prohibiting or restricting the same, or similar, acts in the above-described areas.

Done this day ______27__________ of ________March______________, 2007.

	/s/ Rebecca Lockett Heath

	REBECCA LOCKETT HEATH

Forest Supervisor

Gallatin National Forest


Any violation of these prohibitions is punishable by a fine of not more than $5,000.00 for an individual or $10,000.00 for an organization, and/or imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, or both (Title 16 USC 551, Title 18 USC 3571 (b)(6), Title 18 USC 3581 (b)(7)).

A copy of this order shall be posted as prescribed under 36 CFR 261.51.

Any violation of these prohibitions is punishable by a fine of not more than $5,000.00 for an individual or $10,000.00 for an organization, and/or imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, or both (Title 16 USC 551, Title 18 USC 3571 (b)(6), Title 18 USC 3581 (b)(7)).

A copy of this order shall be posted as prescribed under 36 CFR 261.51.

Exhibit A

Special Order—Food Storage and Sanitation

Definitions

1. “Food, refuse and other attractants” means any substance, solid or liquid or refuse (excluding water, baled hay, or hay cubes without additives), which is or may be eaten or otherwise taken into the body to sustain health or life, provide energy, or promote growth of any person or animal. Also includes items such as soft drinks, alcoholic beverages, canned foods, pet foods, processed livestock feed and grains, personal hygiene products, and empty food and beverage containers.  

2. “Animal carcass” means the dead body or parts thereof, of any harvested mammal, bird, or fish, including the head or skull plate with antlers or horns and hide or cape of big game animals and any domestic livestock that may be found in the restricted area. Packaged or prepared animal carcass products transported into the restricted area for consumption, game birds, small mammals, or fish harvested for consumption in the restricted area are considered food under the previous definition.  

3. “Burnable attractants” include items such as food leftovers, waste products, food grease or residue, food saturated containers or other substances that will not be completely consumed by fire. To be completely consumed, there must be no residual attractant on the surface or in the soil. These items shall not be buried, discarded or burned in an open campfire, unless placed in a suitable container (i.e. tin can or fire pan) to prevent leaching into the ground, and burned over an open campfire.  Any remaining attractants unconsumed by burning shall be placed with other garbage, acceptably stored and packed out. 

4. “Acceptably stored” means:

a. Stored in bear-resistant container certified through the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee Courtesy Inspection Program. 

b. Stored in a closed vehicle where the storage compartment is constructed of solid, non-pliable material that, when secured, will have no openings, hinges, lids, or coverings that would allow a bear to gain entry by breaking, bending, tearing, biting, or pulling with its claws (any windows in the vehicle must be closed), or

c. Suspended at least 10 feet clear of the ground at all points and 4 feet horizontally from any supporting tree or pole, or

d. Stored within a hard-sided residence, building, or storage container subject to the terms and conditions of a special-use authorization or operating plan, or

e. Stored by other methods approved in a permit issued by the Forest Supervisor responsible for the area where the method is proposed for use.

f. Animal carcasses must be acceptably stored (a. through e. above) when located 100 yards to ½ mile of a camping or sleeping area or within 200 yards of a National Forest System Trail. Animal carcasses are not considered acceptably stored when within 100 yards of a camping or sleeping area or a National Forest System Trail. Animal carcasses more that ½ mile from a camping area and more than 200 yards from a National Forest System Trail may be left on the ground (Exhibit C).  

g. Animal carcasses killed or harvested (and parts thereof) within ½ mile of any established camping area or sleeping area must be acceptably stored, possessed, or moved to a distance beyond ½ mile from any such camp or sleeping area by the party(-ies) responsible for killing or harvesting such mammal.  

5. “Acceptably possessed” means:

a. Possessed or attended during daytime by a person(s) that is physically present within 100 feet and direct sight of the accessible food, refuse or attractant or

b. Possessed or attended by such a person(s) for the purpose of field dressing lawfully taken animal carcasses, transporting any food or animal carcass, preparing any animal carcass or food for eating, or eating any food. 

6. “Camping/sleeping area” means National Forest System Lands temporarily used for the purpose of overnight occupancy without a permanently fixed structure or lands temporarily occupied by unattended camping equipment.

7. “Daytime” means ½ hour before sunrise to ½ hour after sunset, Mountain Time.

8. “Night time” means ½ hour after sunset to ½ hour before sunrise, Mountain Time.

9. “National Forest System Trail” means a trail wholly or partly within, or adjacent to, and serving a part of the National Forest System and which has been included in a forest recreation map.

Additional information on the Food Storage Order is posted at the following website:  http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin/?page=resources/wildlife-birds
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