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Forest Supervisor—Becky Nourse 

Sawtooth Forest Supervisor,  
Becky Nourse 

The 2.1-million-acre Sawtooth National Forest occupies

a large portion of south central Idaho, stretching from 

the Salmon River in the north into the Raft River 

Mountains in northern Utah.  

 

The Sawtooth National Recreation Area is known in 

the state as the “Crown Jewel of Idaho” and its 

spectacular scenery often turns up in statewide 

publications, websites, and features. The Sawtooth 

provides a wide spectrum of recreational opportunities 

and skill levels from family-oriented activities to 

professional sports.  

The Sawtooth is an amazing forest. Nearly every project we do, whether a new 
opportunity, maintenance of a trail or facility that the public has been enjoying for 

decades, incorporates an element of landscape restoration in the work.  

Come visit the Sawtooth National Forest and experience the spectacular outdoor 

recreation opportunities that draw millions of people here! -Becky Nourse 

Becky Nourse has taken a position as the Deputy Regional Forester in the Alaska 

Region; Jeff Rivera is the Acting Sawtooth Forest Supervisor. 

Sawtooth National Forest 
2647 Kimberly Road East, 
Twin Falls, ID 83301‐7976 

208‐737‐3200 

Little Water Trail leads to Big Adventures -see page 2 



 

 

Trail Stories 
 

The Little Water Trail Leads to Big Adventures 

National Trails Day 2013 - Fairfield Ranger District Trail Crew
while working on the Little Water Project 

Last summer the Fairfield Ranger District finished a 3 

mile reroute in the Little Water drainage.  This trail is 

located in the heart of the District and adjacent to the 

popular Baumgartner Campground and Kelley Flats 

Dispersed Recreation Area. 

This is the latest improvement to the District’s 450 mile 

trail system, which is popular with hikers, equestrians 

and motorcycle riders.   

“The old trail was so steep that it was nearly impassable to 

all but the most experienced and dedicated of trail users and was certainly too steep to be sustainable”, 

said District Ranger Mike Dettori.   

The new trail construction not only provides spectacular vistas, but now beginner and intermediate trail 

users can safely explore the area while significantly reducing the erosion caused by feet, hooves and tires.  

The project could not have been completed at a better time, given the amount of fire activity in this area 

last summer.  Trail closures are in place for the 2014 summer season on many of the trails headed south 

of Baumgartner until trail crews can repair the trail tread and cut out the deadfall.  While the crews 

should have the trails open and safe for travel by fall, the closures will have a negative impact on access in 

the most popular part of the District. The newly improved Little Water trail will provide visitors with 

trail connections to parts of the forest they previously could not access due to the steep and technical 

aspects of the old trail.   

The project was funded with a grant from the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation and the work 

on the ground was completed by the District’s trail crew with help from the local Youth Conservation 

Corps and the Northwest Youth Corp.   
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National Public Lands Day  

The 2013 National Public Lands Day on the Minidoka 

Ranger District was held at the head of Rock Creek 

Canyon.  Approximately 45 volunteers and several 

district employees meet at Porcupine Springs 

Campground and were welcomed by District Ranger 

Scott Nannenga.   

Certificates of appreciation where given out to a 

dozen members of the Magic Valley ATV Riders 

Association who donated 360 hours of time over the 

summer of 2013 installing carsonite trail markers a 

trail junctions and road trail junctions across the 

Cassia Division of the Minidoka Ranger District.   

Volunteers were then divided into groups to work 

on projects nearby.  These included repairing the 

fence at Pike Mt. Overlook,  repairing ATV trails in 

the FS Flats area and replacing site markers and 

cleaning trash from Porcupine Springs Campground.   

After about 4 hours of work the volunteers and 

forest employees met back at Porcupine Springs 

campground were lunch was provided by the Magic 

Valley ATV Riders.   

This September, a National Public Lands Day event 

will be hosted on the Minidoka Ranger District. 

Porcupine Springs Campground 

 

Safety Tips:  Be Prepared 

Wear proper clothing and always take a first aid kit 

when you plan to visit your National Forest. 

Always take someone with you; if something 

happens, you want someone there to help you. 
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Trail Restoration and Maintenance Program 

In 2000 we started a relationship with an organizatio n called National Smokejumpers Association-Trail 

maintenance and restoration program.   A crew of volunteers came for one week to help maintain trails. That 
 crew, with the same crew leader and some of its core members, has been volunteering on the Sawtooth 
 

National Recreation Area every summer for one week since. Along in 2004 another crew started volunteering. 

That crew has been volunteering for one week every summer also. 

The NSA-Trail maintenance and restoration crew that started in 2000 has 

maintained countless miles of trails all across the Sawtooth National 

Recreation Area, all of those miles using a crosscut saw. 

The crew that started in 2004 has dismantled and constructed miles of log 

worm fences at many of our recreation sites throughout the Sawtooth 

National Recreation Area. These fences are not only scenic, but have helped to

reach resource protection objectives. Two of these log worm fence projects 

was in conjunction with one of our partnership organizations. 

 

 Steve Carlson re-shingling a registration 
box 

Both crews have dismantled and rebuilt four administrative corrals along with 

dismantling, rebuilding and new construction of miles of administrative/

partnership pasture fences. They have 

preformed maintenance and repairs on 

two historic guard stations along with two historic sites with one of our 

partnership organizations. The crews have helped construct steps in 

steep sections of trails, repair trail bridges and replace or repair stock 

feed bunks and hitching racks at trailheads. They refurbished old 

information boards from campgrounds and turned them into a usable 

product that was installed as information boards at the non-Wilderness 

trailheads. 
Rear, L-R: Bruce Montgomery (IDC ’65), Stan Linnertz 
(MSO ’61), Cliff Dalzell (MSO ’61), Ron Stoleson 
(MSO ’56), Doug (Digger) Daniels (MSO ’61), Steve 
Carlson (IDC ’62). Front, L-R: Richard Wildman (NCSB '61)

The NSA-Trail maintenance and restoration program volunteers come 

with valuable skills that can be utilized 

for a variety of projects.  The crews come self-sufficient, which includes 

awesome cooks, and are adaptable to changing conditions. We have been 

lucky to have the same two crew leaders and a core of returning members 

every year, which helps in selecting projects and expectations. 

The Trap Creek trailhead with the infor-
mation board installed and Ron Stoleson 
putting the finishing touches on the registra-
tion box. 

NSA-Trail maintenance and restoration program not only volunteers on the 

Sawtooth National Recreation Area, but volunteers on projects on Nation 

Forests in Utah, Colorado, West Virginia, Oregon, California, Minnesota and 

Montana. They are a group of hardworking individuals that share 

camaraderie, a gift of tall tales and the history of the Smokejumper story,     

along with a dedication to the preservation of our National Forest and Public Lands.   
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