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Hunting access on the Hoosier 

 

 By Trey Scott, Wildlife Technician 
 
It’s that time of year again.  The Indiana Department of Natural Resources is distributing their 
annual hunting guide and retailers are running fall hunting sales.  Some of you are fine-tuning 
a new bow or are out scouting on weekends.   
 
Squirrel season opens soon, traditionally marking the beginning of the fall hunting season.  
Here on the Hoosier we’re also getting ready.  Forest Service personnel have been working 
to maintain and enhance early succession habitat across the Forest, including wildlife 
openings and wetlands to improve your hunting experience. 
 
Many people are familiar with the wildlife openings on the Hoosier, although they may not 
have recognized them as such.  These areas consist of a mix of herbaceous forbs, woody 
shrubs, and scattered trees.  This type of habitat is called early succession, and would 
eventually revert to forest cover if left alone.  It is important to a variety of species, including 
wild turkey, rabbit, deer, woodcock, bobwhite quail, and a variety of ground nesting birds.   
The Hoosier maintains almost 4,000 acres of wildlife openings across the forest.  Some are 
as small as a quarter acre, while others are larger than 100 acres.   
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Wildlife openings typically have signs posted near the access point, that people might notice 
while hiking, scouting, or driving forest roads.  The white and yellow signs identify areas 
where wildlife habitat has been improved, and recognize the various state and private 
partners that help the Hoosier create better habitat for wildlife.   Recent partners include the 
Indiana DNR, the National Wild Turkey Federation, as well as Quail Unlimited. 
 
Wildlife openings comprise only a small part of available hunting acreage on the Forest.  
While hunting is prohibited within designated recreation areas and Pioneer Mothers Memorial 
Forest, the rest of the forest is open to in-season hunting.  This means that with just over 
200,000 acres of hunting  the Hoosier the largest is public hunting land-holder in the state.   
 
Temporary stands may be used on the Forest, including climbing and ladder versions.  When 
using  ladder stands they must be tagged with the owners name and contact information.  
Furthermore, ladder stands cannot be installed until two weeks before the start of the 
season, and must be taken down within two weeks after the end of the season. 
 
Access into hunting areas  in most cases is very good.  The Hoosier maintains a network of 
Forest roads to provide public access .  Often, interior access lanes along main roads are 
gated to restrict vehicle traffic.  Foot traffic along gated roads is welcome, but it is important 
that gates are not blocked by parked vehicles.  Blocking gates restricts Forest Service 
personnel from accessing areas to perform important work, and may result in a ticket.  In 
most cases, parking off to the side of a gate will allow Forest Service vehicle access.   
 
To improve hunter access, several parking areas have been constructed across the Forest, 
including at wetlands and several larger wildlife openings.  Many of the parking areas have 
interpretive signs that explain the management of that particular area.  Please be considerate 
of fellow sportsmen and park to allow others access in parking areas.  Have fun this hunting 
season, stay safe, and enjoy your time in the woods. 
 
For more information on hunting access contact the Hoosier National Forest office at 812-
275-5987 or Trey Scott at or grscott02@fs.fed.us. 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
A Forest opening with signs, showing the area is maintained to provide wildlife habitat and 
indicating the partners who help with maintenance. 
 

 
Blazing star bloom in a wildlife opening. 



 
 

 

 
                           
Another wildlife opening with a variety of forbs and herbaceous plants beneficial to wildlife.  


