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National Forest Begins Road Study 
 
The Ottawa National Forest includes more than 3,800 miles of roads. While 
many Forest roads provide land management and user benefits, some may 
also pose risks to forest resources.  Increased use of an aging roads 
infrastructure increases safety risks and maintenance costs, impacts 
wildlife, and contributes to degradation of water quality. 
 
The goal of the national Travel Analysis Process is to define safe, fiscally 
feasible road systems that provide the greatest benefit to the largest 
number of visitors with the least risk to the environment. 
 
In order to move closer to a sustainable road system, the agency will 
conduct a science- based road study on each forest in order to: 

• Analyze each unit's road system in connection with environmental, 
financial, and social risks and benefits; and 

• Develop road opportunities that can approach a fiscally sustainable 
road system 

 
Each Forest will gather information about the uses and characteristics of 
existing system roads, including need for management activities and public 
access, benefits, environmental risks, and maintenance costs. 
 
The information we gather will be used in the future to help us identify a 
minimum road system that serves the needs of the public and the Forest 
Service at a cost we can afford to maintain over time. 
 

LAKE SUPERIOR

MICHIGAN

WISCONSIN

The Forest Service uses the most current and complete data
available.  GIS data and product accuracy may vary.
They may be developed from sources of differing accuracy.
Using GIS products for purposes other than those, for which
they were created, may yield inaccurate or misleading results.
The Forest Service reserves the right to correct, update, modify,
or replace GIS products and data without notification.  For
more information contact the Ottawa National Forest, E6248
US2, Ironwood, MI 49938. 906.932.1330

The roads on these maps are under study with
SubpartA. They may or may not be open to

motorized public use.

Ottawa National Forest 
Subpart A Analysis

²

Forest Service System Roads
OBJECTIVE  MAINTENANCE LEVEL

1 -CLOSED (Basic Custodial Care)
2 - High Clearance Vehicles ("two-track")
3 - Suitable for Passenger Cars
4/5 - Built for User Comfort
Non Forest Service Roads
Wilderness
Forest Boundary

Ownership
NON-FS
USDA FOREST SERVICE
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