
United States   Forest   South Platte Ranger District 19316 Goddard Ranch Ct. 
Department of   Service  Pike & San Isabel   Morrison 
Agriculture    National Forests   Colorado, 80465 
     Cimarron & Comanche  303-275-5610 
     National Grasslands 

!
Dear	  Interested	  Citizen:	   	   	   	   	   Date:	  September	  18,	  2014	  !
The	  South	  Platte	  Ranger	  District	  of	  the	  Pike	  National	  Forest,	  proposes	  to	  treat	  up	  to	  10,000	  
forested	  acres	  over	  a	  10	  year	  period	  to	  restore	  portions	  of	  the	  Crossons-‐Longview	  Project	  
Area	  to	  more	  historic	  conditions.	  The	  district	  will	  be	  using	  the	  provisions	  outlined	  in	  36	  CFR	  
218	  subpart	  C.	  	  36	  CFR	  218	  subpart	  C	  spells	  out	  the	  218	  provisions	  for	  proposed	  projects	  
authorized	  under	  the	  Healthy	  Forests	  Restoration	  Act.	  

The	  proposed	  action	  would	  reduce	  the	  potential	  for	  catastrophic	  wildQires	  and	  improve	  the	  
resiliency	  of	  the	  ponderosa	  pine	  and	  Douglas-‐Qir	  dominated	  forests	  to	  insects	  and	  disease.	  
The	  proposed	  actions	  would	  also	  protect	  public	  water	  supplies,	  enhance	  wildlife	  habitat	  and	  
improve	  recreation.	  The	  proposed	  vegetative	  treatments	  include	  thinning,	  mulching,	  tree	  
removal,	  and	  prescribed	  burning	  to	  reduce	  forest	  canopy	  densities,	  and	  ground	  and	  ladder	  
fuels	  in	  areas	  across	  the	  landscape.	  The	  treatments	  would	  be	  accomplished	  by	  a	  
combination	  of	  hand	  work	  using	  chainsaws	  and	  mechanized	  logging	  equipment.  
 
The	  speciQic	  purposes	  of	  this	  project	  are:	  

• To	  reduce	  the	  potential	  of	  catastrophic,	  high-‐intensity	  wildQire	  with	  uncontrollable	  Qire	  
behavior,	  such	  as	  active	  crown	  Qire.	  

• To	  reduce	  the	  potential	  that	  a	  wildQire	  would	  negatively	  affect	  public	  water	  supplies	  from	  
subsequent	  severe	  Qlooding	  and	  sedimentation.	  

• To	  improve	  forest	  health,	  vigor,	  and	  resilience	  to	  large-‐scale	  Qire,	  insects	  and	  disease.	  

• To	  enhance	  wildlife	  habitat	  through	  the	  reduction	  of	  the	  potential	  for	  catastrophic	  
wildQires,	  enhancement	  of	  shrublands	  and	  aspen,	  and	  Pawnee	  montane	  skipper	  habitat.	  	  

 
Two	  public	  meetings	  were	  held	  to	  present	  the	  proposed	  action,	  the	  project	  process	  and	  
schedule,	  and	  to	  gather	  comments	  and	  concerns	  from	  the	  public.	  The	  Qirst	  meeting	  was	  held	  
on	  April	  2nd	  from	  5:30	  -‐7:00	  PM	  at	  the	  Elk	  Creek	  Fire	  Department,	  11993	  Blackfoot	  Rd.,	  
Conifer,	  Colorado.	  The	  second	  on	  April	  9th	  from	  5:30-‐7:00	  PM	  at	  the	  Platte	  Canyon	  Fire	  
Station	  #2,	  153	  Delwood	  Drive,	  Bailey,	  Colorado.	  If	  you	  have	  any	  questions	  about	  this	  
proposal,	  or	  would	  like	  more	  information,	  please	  visit	  our	  website	  at	  	  

http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/psicc/landmanagement/projects	  

	  or	  contact	  Kris	  Heiny	  at	  303.275.5636.	    
 
The	  public	  is	  encouraged	  to	  submit	  any	  comments,	  concerns	  or	  suggestions	  regarding	  the	  
proposal	  to:	  Crossons-‐Longview	  Project,	  U.S.	  Forest	  Service,	  19316	  Goddard	  Ranch	  Court,	  
Morrison,	  Colorado	  80465,	  on	  or	  before	  October	  20,	  2014.	  	  You	  can	  also	  email	  your	  
comments	  to	  kheiny@fs.fed.us.	  

http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/psicc/landmanagement/projects


!
Pursuant	  to	  36	  CFR	  218.25,	  comments	  on	  this	  proposed	  project	  will	  be	  accepted	  for	  30	  days	  
beginning	  on	  the	  Qirst	  day	  after	  the	  date	  of	  publication	  of	  the	  legal	  notice	  in	  the	  paper	  of	  
record	  (Colorado	  Community	  Media).	  If	  the	  comment	  period	  ends	  on	  a	  Saturday,	  Sunday	  or	  
Federal	  holiday,	  comments	  will	  be	  accepted	  until	  the	  end	  of	  the	  next	  Federal	  working	  day.	  
Only	  individuals	  or	  entities	  (as	  deQined	  by	  36	  CFR	  218.2)	  who	  submit	  timely	  and	  speciQic	  
written	  comments	  (as	  deQined	  by	  36	  CFR	  218.2)	  about	  this	  proposed	  project	  or	  activity	  
during	  this	  or	  another	  public	  comment	  period	  established	  by	  the	  responsible	  ofQicial	  will	  be	  
eligible	  to	  Qile	  an	  objection.	  Other	  eligibility	  requirements	  are	  deQined	  by	  36	  CFR	  218.25	  (a)
(3)	  and	  include	  name,	  postal	  address,	  title	  of	  the	  project	  and	  signature	  or	  other	  veriQication	  
of	  identity	  upon	  request	  and	  the	  identity	  of	  the	  individual	  or	  entity	  who	  authored	  the	  
comments.	  Individual	  members	  of	  an	  entity	  must	  submit	  their	  own	  individual	  comments	  in	  
order	  to	  have	  eligibility	  to	  object	  as	  an	  individual.	  A	  timely	  submission	  will	  be	  determined	  as	  
outlined	  in	  36	  CFR	  218.25	  (a)(4).	  It	  is	  the	  responsibility	  of	  the	  sender	  to	  ensure	  timely	  
receipt	  of	  any	  comments	  submitted.  
 
Thank	  you	  for	  your	  interest	  in	  this	  project	  

!
Sincerely,	  
Randy	  Hickenbottom	  
District	  Ranger


