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The Sam Houston National Forest 
is located 50 miles north of 
Houston and contains 163,037 

acres of land in Montgomery, Walker 
and San Jacinto counties. The forest is 
intermingled with private timber lands, 
small farms and a growing number of 
subdivisions.
Lone Star Hiking Trail

The 129-mile Lone Star Hiking Trail, 
a portion of which has gained National 
Recreation Trail status, winds through 
Double Lake, Stubblefield and Kelly’s 
Pond campgrounds. 

Except during deer hunting season 
when camping is restricted to designated 
camps, primitive camping is allowed 
off the trail. Hikers should wear bright 
orange clothing during hunting season 
from October through January. Drinking 
water is available at Double Lake and 
Stubblefield recreation areas.

The trail, which is open to foot traffic 
only, is open year-round, but winter and 
spring are the most popular seasons for 
hiking due to the mild climate.
Little Lake Creek Wilderness

The 3,855-acre Little Lake 
Creek Wilderness, five miles north 
of Montgomery, is home to a rich 
ecological mosaic. Loblolly and 

shortleaf pines dominate ridgetops 
that are separated by a wide variety of 
hardwoods along creek channels.
Big Creek Scenic Area

The 1,920-acre Big Creek Scenic 
Area is noted for its unique plants and 
scenic qualities. No camping is allowed 
in Big Creek Scenic Area. 

The Lone Star Hiking Trail winds 
through the area and features four trail 
loops of various lengths.

Camping/Swimming/Fishing
There are three developed 

campgrounds in the Sam Houston 
National Forest: Cagle, Double Lake 
and Stubblefield, and a primitive 
camping area at Kelly’s Pond.  

Cagle Recreation Area has 48 family 
campsites with grills, tent pads, electric 
hookups and connections for water and 
wastewater for recreational vehicles. 

There are restrooms, showers 
and a boat dock. Paved and natural 
surface trails wind through the popular 
campground.

Scotts Ridge Recreation Area, on the 
west side of Lake Conroe, has a boat 
launch, swimming beach, picnic sites 
and three picnic shelters.

The boat launch is open year-round, 

and the day-use area is open during the 
spring and summer.

On the east side of the forest is 
Double Lake Recreation Area, built in 
the 1930s by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps. This historic campground 
includes family and group camping, 
picnicking, a picnic shelter, swimming 
area, a concession stand and bathhouse. 
It is also home to a popular mountain 
bike trail.

Stubblefield Recreation Area, on 
the north shore of Lake Conroe, has 30 
camping sites and access to the Lone 
Star Hiking Trail.

Kelly’s Pond, just off the Multi-Use 
Trail and west of Lake Conroe, offers 
primitive camping.

Lake Livingston and Lake Conroe are 
both popular weekend destinations noted 
for black bass and year-round fishing. 
Multi-use Trails

Riding off-road vehicles (dirt bikes 
and four-wheelers), mountain bikes and 
horses are some of the most popular 
recreational uses of the Sam Houston 
National Forest. Special areas and trails 
are designated and developed for these 
uses.

Four trailheads along the multi-use 
trails provide starting points and parking  
areas. Please stay on the marked trails. 
Pipelines, powerlines, and other rights-

of-way are closed to off-road-vehicle 
use except at designated crossings.

During wet, rainy days the trails are 
closed,so check with the Ranger’s office 
before planning a trip.
Wildlife 

The Sam Houston National Forest 
is the largest Wildlife Management 
Area in Texas. The Forest Service and 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
cooperatively manage the forest for 
game as well as non-game users. 

Deer is the most popular game 
animal in the forest followed closely by 
squirrels, ducks and hogs.

Lake Conroe and the surrounding 
forest provide habitat for the bald eagle 
and during winter months, they have 
been seen soaring over the lake, perched 
on a flooded snag or in a tall pine along 
the shoreline.

The endandered red-cockaded 
woodpecker also makes it home in the 
forest and is best seen early morning 
and late in the evening.

Sam Houston National Forest

This map is meant to serve as a general guide and does not show 
exact boundaries or all roads. It is the user’s responsibility to know his 
or her location in the forest. Users should be aware that some private 
property exists within the Forest Service boundary. Please respect 
our neighbors’ rights. Check with the Ranger District regarding special 
regulations or boundary locations.


