
 

USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

April, 2013 
 
TRAVEL MANAGEMENT RULE (2005) ADMINISTRATION, SUBPART A 
 
Issue: The Forest Service is continuing to implement the 2005 Travel Management 
Rule. Completion of Subpart A will identify a properly sized road system for each 
National Forest System unit. The ultimate goal is management and sustainability of a 
road system that minimizes adverse environmental impacts by assuring roads are in 
locations only where they are necessary to meet access needs, and can be maintained 
within budget constraints. 
 
Background: Subpart A of the rule requires each unit of the National Forest System to:  

• Identify the minimum road system needed for safe and efficient travel and for 
administration, utilization, and protection of national forest lands; and  

• Identify the roads on lands under Forest Service jurisdiction that are no longer 
needed to meet forest recreation and resource management objectives and 
reflect long-term funding expectations; and 

• Under separate actions, decommission or consider for other uses those roads 
identified as unneeded. 

Identifying the minimum road system requires a dynamic, interdisciplinary, and 
integrated analysis process among all resource areas.  

Process: The travel analysis process is science-based and will inform future travel-
management decisions that move administrative units toward the minimum road system.  The 
analysis is based on the consideration of ecological, social, and economic impacts. The analysis 
must be documented in a Travel Analysis Report, which will include: 

• A map displaying all system roads that differentiates between those roads which will 
potentially remain and those that may be removed or changed.  The map will be used to 
inform future proposed actions subject to National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
compliance. 

• Information about the analysis as it relates to the criteria found in 36 CFR 212.5(b)(1). 

All national forest roads are assigned a maintenance level (1-5), and roads of all maintenance 
levels must be included in the analysis. In complying with this direction, units will integrate the 
analysis with the Watershed Condition Framework to eliminate redundancy and ensure an 
iterative and adaptive approach.  The analysis is intended to complement, rather than replace, 
other planning processes. The analysis does not include a decision under NEPA, but rather, the 
report provides information to inform future decisions regarding the National 
Forest road system.  
 
Implementation: Travel analysis reports must be completed by Sept. 30, 
2015.  There is no due date to propose actions as a result of the report and to 
identify the minimum road system.  Future proposed actions and decisions 
moving administrative units toward the minimum road system are subject to 
NEPA compliance and available funding. 


