North Kuiu Island Loop Route

From the town of Kake paddlers would head south down Keku Strait to Port Cam-
den. At the southern end of Camden is a 1.5 mile portage to the Bay of Pillars on
the west side of Kuiu Island. A very narrow passage, which must be paddled at
slack water, is located on the way to Bay of Pillars. Here the route heads north up
Chatham Strait to Kingsmill Pt. and then NE to Cornwallis Pt. and then back to
Kake. This route is very exposed in Chatham Strait and is only recommended for
skilled paddlers. This loop is 85 miles and requires several paddles to be timed

with the tides for easy/safe passage. A Forest Service 3 sided shelter is located in
the Bay of Pillars.




Campsites and information pages for the Northwest Kuiu paddling loop route

Campsite Name Campsite Number
Keku 7 #16
Keku 4 #17
Kingsmill 5 #19
Kingsmill 3 #20
Port Camden 7 #24
Saginaw 4 #18
Washington Bay 1 #21
Port Camden 1 #23

Bay of Pillars Portage Trail #617

Shelter in Bay of Pillars #22




Campsite Name: Keku 7 #16
Route: NW Kuiu Map: Port Alexander D-1
Latitude:N56-55.416> Longitude: W134-7.933°

General Description: Located on an island in the Keku Island group. It’s the second largest
island directly south of Payne Island. The campsite beach faces SW. Cornwallis Point is 5.5
miles to the NW and Kake is 9 miles to the east.

Campsite type: Beach

Number of tents: 3

Tide level: 16 (Ketchikan book)

Land form behind campsite: flat

Beach Characteristics: steep slope/sand and gravel
Landing Obstacles: none

Distance to campsite at low tide: 60 feet

Water source: pack it in
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Campsite Name: Keku 4 #17
Route: NW Kuiu Map: Port Alexander D-1
Latitude: N 56-55.566° Longitude: W 134-12.450°

General Description: Located on the NW corner of Kuiu Island. Cornwallis Point is 2.6
miles to the NW. The beach campsite is located behind a small island and faces to the NE.
Kake is 12 miles east across Keku Strait.

Campsite type: Beach

Number of tents: 2

Tide level: 16 (Ketchikan book)

Land form behind campsite: flat

Beach Characteristics: steep slope/sand & gravel
Landing Obstacles: none

Distance to campsite at low tide: 90 feet

Water source: small creek nearby




Campsite Name: Saginaw 4 #18
Route: NW Kuiu Map: Port Alexander D-1
Latitude: N 56-54.150° Longitude: W 134-19.050°

General Description: Located between Saginaw Bay and Security Bay in a small bay. Beach
campsite faces NW.

Campsite type: Beach

Number of tents: 4

Tide level: 15’ ( Juneau book)

Land form behind campsite: flat

Beach Characteristics: gentle slope/sand and gravel
Landing Obstacles: tide flats

Distance to campsite at low tide: 400 feet

Water source: small creek in bay to the west
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Campsite Name: Kingsmill 5 #19
Route: NW Kuiu Map: Port Alexander D-2
Latitude:N56-51.416  Longitude: W 134-24.050°

General Description: Site is 1.4 miles NW of the Kingsmill Pt. Light and 7.3 miles SE of
Cornwallis Point. Beach faces north and is a great base camp to explore this area. With a high
tide paddlers can check out the southern end of Security Bay

Campsite type: Beach

Number of tents: 8

Tide level: 10 ( Sitka book)

Land form behind campsite: flat

Beach Characteristics: gentle slope/sand and gravel
Landing Obstacles: exposed to north winds

Distance to campsite at low tide: 150 feet

Water source: small creek




Campsite Name: Kingsmill 3 #20
Route: NW Kuiu Map: Port Alexander D-2
Latitude: N 56-46.383" Longitude: W 134-23.383’

General Description: Small cove off of Chatham Strait, 4.2 miles north of Washington Bay
and 5.2 miles south of the Kingsmill Light. Beach faces west.

Campsite type: Beach

Number of tents: 3

Tide level: 11°  ( Sitka book)

Land form behind campsite: flat

Beach Characteristics: gentle slope/sand and gravel
Landing Obstacles: west swells

Distance to campsite at low tide: 100 feet

Water source: Large creek
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Campsite Name: Washington Bay 1 #21
Route: NW Kuiu Map: Port Alexander C-2
Latitude: N 56-42.283" Longitude: W 134-22.416’

General Description: Campsite is located on Chatham Straits in a bight one mile south of
Washington Bay. Pt Ellis is 10 miles to the south and Kingmill is 13 miles to the north.
Campsite faces west for outstanding sunsets!

Campsite type: Beach

Number of tents: 6

Tide level: 11° (Sitka book)

Land form behind campsite: gradual slope
Beach Characteristics: steep slope/sand & gravel
Landing Obstacles: only with west swell

Distance to campsite at low tide: 50 feet

Water source: small creek near by




Campsite Name: Shelter in Bay of Pillars  # 22
Route: NW Kuiu Map: Port Alexander C-1
Latitude: N 56-35.006" Longitude: W 134-16.166’

General Description: Very nice three sided shelter on protected bay. This is a free first come,
first served Forest Service shelter located about one mile southwest of cannery ruins. It’s 9.1
miles to the Port Camden Portage. Note: the narrows half way to the portage must be done at
slack water. Lots of island to explore in this area.

Campsite type: Beach and shelter

Number of tents: 6

Tide level: 11° ( Sitka book)

Land form behind campsite: flat

Beach Characteristics: gentle slope/sand & gravel
Landing Obstacles: none

Distance to campsite at low tide: 300 feet

Water source: small creek near by
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Bay of Pillars Portage Trail # 617

The trailhead is marked with a large red and white sign and the trail has blue dia-
mond markers. From Port Camden, the trail follows the creek just into the woods
to a spur road. At high tide you are able to paddle close to this road end. Follow the
old road to main road #6402, take a right, walk appox. 1.5 miles, take a left down
trail to Bay of Pillars. Watch for Blue Diamonds. Camping is best on the Port Cam-
den side of the portage. (see campsite #23) If possible arrive on the Port Camden
side with a high tide and leave the Bay of Pillars trailhead 1.5 hours before slack
water to get through the narrows on your way out of Bay of Pillars. Two kayak
carts are available for hauling boats, located at either end of the portage depending
where the last portagers left them.

-~
i
1
1
I
|
!
1

It’s 3 miles to the narrows. At mid tide the tidal current causes large
whirlpools . Paddle through only at high or low slack water <




Campsite Name: Port Camden 1 #23
Route: NW Kuiu Map: Port Alexander C-1
Latitude: Longitude:

General Description: Located on the Port Camden side of the portage. Camping is on the
old road spur off Forest Service road # 6402. Nice spot with creek and meadow nearby. Note
that Port Camden has a very large tide flat so plan to arrive or depart on the high tide. Camp-
ing on the Bay of Pillars side of the Portage is very poor.

Campsite type: existing old road

Number of tents: 6 plus

Land form behind campsite: gradual slope
Beach Characteristics: Large tide flats
Landing Obstacles: low tide

Distance to campsite at low tide: 3/4 mile

Water source: stream at site




Campsite Name: Port Camden 7 #24
Route: NW Kuiu Map: P-Burg D-6
Latitude: N 56-47.416° Longitude: W 133-53.500°

General Description: Located 1.5 miles south of Pt. Camden on the east side of Port Cam-
den. Large gravel beach. Site faces southwest and is 13.5 miles south of Kake and 13.6 miles
north of the Bay of Pillars portage.

Campsite type: Beach

Number of tents: 6

Tide level: 18’ (Ketchikan book)

Land form behind campsite: flat

Beach Characteristics: steep slope/sand & gravel
Landing Obstacles: none

Distance to campsite at low tide: 20 feet

Water source: small drainage 1/4 mile
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