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Malheur National Forest Prescribed Burn Update 
 
John Day, Oregon- The Blue Mountain and Prairie City Ranger Districts of the Malheur 

National Forest plan to implement several prescribed fire projects in the area over the next 
two weeks, weather permitting.   
 
Fire managers may begin prescribed burns as early as Tuesday October 7th.  Please note that 
prescribed burns are weather dependent and the exact dates may vary. 

 
Designated areas planned for treatment are: 
 

 Crawford Unit, located in the Crawford Creek area east of Austin and State Highway 7  

 18 Road Corridor  

 Knox Unit, located in the southeast portion of the Prairie City Ranger District  

 Balance Unit, located on the Middle Fork of the John Day River  

 Damon North Unit, located near Pearson Creek and 2 miles east of Swick Old Growth 

Signs will be posted as burns are in progress notifying visitors of activity in the area.   
 
Each prescribed burn represents many hours of planning and preparation.  The forest works closely with 
the Oregon State Smoke Forecast Center in accordance with the Oregon Smoke Management Plan to 
determine when, where, and how much is burned on a daily basis. Smoke dispersion models looking at 
volume of smoke, direction of spread, and mixing heights are determined prior to each burn. 
 
Burns will be timed to minimize impacts on hunters. Extreme care is being taken to ensure sensitive plant, 
wildlife; aquatic organisms and water quality are protected during burning operations. 
 
When driving in areas of fire activity, please slow down, use head lights, and be 
cautious of firefighters and equipment in the area.  
 
For further information, contact officials at 541-575-3000.  To report a wildfire, call 
the John Day Interagency Dispatch Center at 1-541-575-1321. 
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