Hells Canyon Wilderness Trails/Montana Conservation Corp
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Funded by the North Central Idaho Resource Advisory Committee (RAC), the Hells Canyon Wilderness
Trails Project was a success. Montana Conservation Corp participated in three 10 day hitches, clearing
wilderness trails in Hells Canyon National Recreation Area of Idaho with the use of primitive tools.

Over the course of the three hitches, the crew accomplished the goal of opening approximately 65 miles
of trail within the wilderness. They repaired and cleaned over 200 existing erosion control structures,
retreaded damaged trail areas, removed large rocks and other hazards, and maintained stream fords to
insure public safety and minimize erosion effects. All camp areas encountered were cleaned of trash left
behind by others.

Many of these trails had not been maintained over the last three years, so downfall accumulation was
heavy. The MCC crew worked diligently to clear these trails. The work and safety ethics of the crew
were impressive. They were extremely strong hikers, sometimes hiking 4-5 miles back to base camp
after a day’s work without complaint.

The summer was not without its challenges though. On Sept. 6™, 2014, The Freezeout Ridge fire ignited
and subsequently affected many of the trails the crew had just maintained. Trail closures for public
safety prevented use of the maintained trails, and prevented access to some of the trails that were part
of the goal.

Without the funding provided by the North Central Idaho RAC, hardly any trails within the Seven Devils
Mountains of Hells Canyon Wilderness would have received maintenance. Many of the recreationists
stopped to inquire about the Conservation Corp program and thanked them for their service. The
project provided employment and a wilderness experience they will likely remember for a lifetime.




