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With support from the North-Central RAC and numerous other partners, the Idaho Forest Products 
Commission took 42 teachers & counselors and 24 opinion leaders on forest tours this summer and fall. 
Attendees from throughout the state explored forest ownership, management objectives, collaborative 
restoration projects, economic considerations and forest products processing and transportation.  They 
returned to their schools and communities of influence motivated and equipped to share their 
knowledge and passion for Idaho’s forests. 
 
The Sustainable Forestry Tour for Teachers & Counselors (SFT), held June 23-27, began 
with activities from Project Learning Tree to introduce the concept of sustainability and set the tone for 
the week.  The first full day found the educators in the forest establishing 1/10-acre plots, identifying 
and measuring trees, examining soils, considering forest health and succession, wildlife habitat, 
assessing regeneration, using forester tools and talking silviculture with professional foresters. 
 
Water quality and forestry best management practices (BMPs) were addressed and revisited throughout 
the week.  “Disturbance ecology” was a common refrain, as the educators saw examples and heard from 
speaker after speaker how current forest conditions relate to fire, insects, disease and management 
activities, and what forest managers can do to achieve their objectives. 
 
A highlight for many of the SFT participants was seeing the technology that is used in every aspect of 
working in the woods and the mills.  They visited a USFS stewardship project logging job, toured state-
of-the-art paper and sawmills, and saw a million seedlings at the Coeur d’Alene Forest Nursery.  
Throughout the tour, the teachers and counselors considered how the information, experiences and 
resources they received would help them share the experience and the myriad potential careers with 
their students. 
 

       
 

 
 



 
 
The Miracle at Work Forest Tour for Opinion Leaders took place on September 11-12.  
Participants came from throughout the state and included architects and representatives of media, 
higher education, agencies and organizations, candidates for state office, elected officials and staff.  The 
very full days covered numerous topics, including water quality, BMPs, tree identification, seedling 
production, land ownership and management objectives, recreation, fire, and the future of forest 
products.  The group witnessed skyline logging on a USFS ecosystem management research project, and 
saw a pole harvest operation on state endowment land. 
 
Participants of both tours gained an understanding of the challenges, stewardship needs and 
opportunities of Idaho’s forests.  They are now better equipped to be supportive of forest restoration 
efforts and serve as role models for others on topics related to land and resource management. The 
RAC’s investment in educators and opinion leaders extends to thousands of students and other citizens.  
Having an educated public will facilitate the complex job of the public land manager. 

          
 



                  
 


