
PRESOLICITATION 
Cave Thin Stewardship 
Pre-Commercial Thin 

End Results – Pre-commercial thin project units leaving the best and healthiest trees as well as the desired residual spacing as described in the 
following technical specifications. 

  ULOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

A.  ULocationU.  The locations of project units are shown on vicinity maps and subitem photo/unit information sheets furnished with this 
solicitation.  A full map of the Mt. Adams Ranger District will be provided to Contractor if requested.  Adequate information is provided on 
subitem photo/unit information sheets to locate units with the use of a Mt. Adams Ranger District Map.  All subitem sites are signed with a 
white  “Payment Unit” sign highlighted with pink flagging. 

B.  UAccessU.  Most thinning units may be reached by Forest roads that are accessible by standard pickup during the normal working season.  The 
Government assumes no obligation to plow snow or do special maintenance to keep roads open.  Due to deteriorating road conditions, some 
units may require walking from Forest Service Roads across country or along closed or deteriorated road.  Contractor shall assume 
responsibility for determining best access by utilizing subitem photo/unit information sheets, vicinity maps, a Forest map and personal site 
visits. 

   C.  UBoundariesU.  Boundaries of units are indicated on subitem photo/unit information sheets.     In some cases boundaries or portions of 
boundaries have been marked with pink plastic ribbon.  Many boundaries are easily delineated by roads, adjacent stands of different ages, 
streams or other geographical features identifiable from air photos provided on subitem photo/unit information sheets.  Contractor is required 
to be able to accurately interpret air photos provided in this contract to determine boundaries.  Contractor shall mark with flourescent orange 
flagging any boundary that Contractor feels is needed to assure accurate following of boundaries by their employees.  

D.  UDensityU.  The density of trees on units vary to a large degree from unit to unit and within units.  Only by on-the-ground examination can 
prospective Contractors determine the work entailed in thinning and slash disposal.  Stand examination data, if available, may be reviewed at 
the Mt. Adams Ranger District upon request.   

USALVAGEABLE  MATERIAL 

A.  Salvage material is made available to the Contractor.  Any such material shall become the property of the Contractor on a salvage rights 
basis and may be removed from the project provided project work is progressing as scheduled and removal is completed prior to the time of 
payment for the completed, accepted subitem on which the salvageable material resides.  Rights to any material not removed from the project 
prior to payment of an accepted subitem shall revert back to the Government.  The Government makes no guarantees of quality or quantity of 
salvageable material. 

1.    Contractor will develop a removal plan prior to any salvage activity for Contracting Officer's approval. 

2.    In the event Contractor elects to salvage material, no cut tree or portion thereof shall be moved more than 2 feet from the stump before 
inspection and acceptance of the thinning on the area.  Salvage material is defined as thinning slash. 

3.   Material removed must be marked and transported in conformance with applicable State and Federal laws, regulations, and policies.   

 UMOTORIZED EQUIPMENT 

A.   Use of motorized equipment other than hand held equipment such as power saws and brush cutters will not be permitted off designated 
roads in the project area without approval of the Contracting Officer. 

 USELECTION OF LEAVE TREES 

A.  The Contractor shall select leave trees in the following order of priority: 

1. UTree DiametersU.  Leave all trees (both conifer and hardwood), which exceed the maximum dbh cut limit of 7 inches. These will count as 
leave trees unless there are more than the specified number of leave trees. 

2. UTree SpeciesU.  Leave all Golden chinquapin, pacific yew, western red-cedar, hardwoods and standing dead trees (These are not 
considered leave trees). Leave order of preference (unless otherwise designated on sub-item photo sheets):  

 (1) western larch 
(2) ponderosa pine 
(3) western white pine 
(4) noble fir 



(5) Douglas-fir 
(6) western hemlock 
(7) lodgepole pine 

 
3.   UTree HealthU.  Leave the healthiest tree.  Leave trees shall generally be those tallest in height, largest crown and straightest stems that are 
free of damage due to insects, disease, physical, or mechanical causes. 

4.   UTree HeightU.  Leave the tallest tree.  Minimum height is 2 feet.

5.   UMinor DamageU.  If no healthy undamaged tree exists at the required spacing interval, leave a tree with minor damage. 

6.    If no healthy tree with minor damage exists, leave the most healthy tree present, within spacing limits. 

B.   ULeave Tree SpacingU.  Spacing may be varied up to 25 percent (3 feet) to select the most desired tree.  However, leave trees per acre, using 
spacing guides, shall not be materially increased or decreased. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 U*Unit 2 has some isolated Golden Chinquapin. All 
trees within 25 feet of each Golden Chinquapin tree shall be 
cut.    

 

 

C.  UOvertopping Brush Cutting RequiredU.  Cut only that brush which is within the specified average spacing distance from the bole (trunk) of the 
nearest leave tree, measured horizontally, whose height exceeds the top whorl of branches of the nearest leave tree.    

USTREAMS AND WET AREASU  Streams and wet areas require a fifteen foot (15') riparian buffer.  No thinning is allowed within riparian buffers.  
The Contractor shall establish the boundaries using horizontal measurement.   

A.   UIdentified Riparian AreasU.  Location of known streams and wet areas are shown on the project maps.  Units with known riparian areas are 
designated on the project map/unit information sheet. 

B.  UUnidentified Riparian AreasU.  Location of known streams and wet areas are shown on subitem photo/unit information sheets.  Discovery of 
additional streams or wet areas by the Contractor shall be promptly reported to the Forest Service.   

 1.  Contractor shall immediately notify the Forest Service if disturbance occurs to any site, and immediately buffer the stream or wet area 
fifteen feet (15'). 

 2.  If other such streams or wet areas are discovered, the Forest Service may modify this contract to provide additional protection regardless of 
when such facts become known.   

C.  URiparian Buffer BoundariesU  Riparian buffer boundaries are not flagged.  All riparian buffer distances shall be established using horizontal 
measurement. 

1.   UStream BufferU  The riparian buffer consists of the stream and the area on each side of the stream extending from the edge of the active 
stream channel to a horizontal distance of fifteen feet (15'). 

2.   UWet Area BuffersU  Riparian buffers consist of the body of wetland and the area to the edge of the standing water to a horizontal distance of 
fifteen feet (15'). 

Project Unit Acres Desired Average Spacing (feet) 
1 24 12 x 12 

2* 35 12 x 12 
3 34 12 x 12 
4 23 12 x 12 
5 7 14 x 14 
6 28 14 x 14 
7 40 12 x 12 
8 30 12 x 12 
9 21 12 x 12 

10 12 12 x 12 
11 43 12 x 12 
12 37 12 x 12 
13 14 12 x 12 
14 40 12 x 12 

Total 388   



UCUTTING METHODS 

A.  UStump Height - Removal of Live LimbsU.  All trees other than leave trees shall be cut below the lowest live limb, except when prevented by 
natural obstacles.  All live limbs below the cutting point shall be removed.  Trees shall be completely severed from the stump.  Stump height 
shall not exceed 8 inches above ground level or 4 inches above natural obstacles. 

B.  UFellingU.  Cut trees shall be felled away from unit boundaries, roads, telephone lines, established trails, stock driveways, fence lines, 
established land corners, road buffers, streams, and riparian buffers.  Any trees falling in such areas shall be removed. 

C.  Thinning slash shall be placed on or near the ground surface, so that it will not lean against or be suspended by an uncut tree. 

USLASH DISPOSAL SCHEDULE    

A.   Slash disposal includes treatment of cut materials as described in the unit information sheet. Slash disposal, where required shall be 
completed during the contract period and within one week of creation of the slash, whichever is sooner. See unit information sheet for unit 
specific information.
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 1  24  2  7  12 x 12  2918  12 1 western larch 
Remarks:  2 ponderosa pine 

3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 2  35  2  7  12 x 12  3194  26 1 western larch 
Remarks: Slash treatment along road 86. All slash 50 feet from road 
shall be cut and piled into 6 x 6 foot piles and covered with 6 millimeter 
polyethylene plastic supplied by contractor. Covering material will 
extend over ¾ of the pile, and shall be sufficiently secured. 

2 ponderosa pine 
3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 3  34  2  7  12 x 12  3241  25 1 western larch 
Remarks 2 ponderosa pine 

3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 4  23  2  7  12 x 12  3435  23 1 western larch 
Remarks 2 ponderosa pine 

3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 5  7  2  7  14 x 14  2780  7 1 western larch 
Remarks 2 ponderosa pine 

3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 6  28  2  7  14 x 14  2866  20 1 western larch 
Remarks 2 ponderosa pine 

3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 7  40  2  7  12 x 12  3330  38 1 western larch 
Remarks: Slash treatment along UFS road 8620011U. All slash 100 feet 
from road center shall be cut and piled into 6 x 6 foot piles and covered 
with plastic supplied by contractor. Covering material will extend over 
¾ of the pile, and shall be sufficiently secured. 

2 ponderosa pine 
3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 8  30  2  7  12 x 12  3209  32 1 western larch 
Remarks 2 ponderosa pine 

3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 9  21  2  7 12 x 12  4038  20 1 western larch 
Remarks 2 ponderosa pine 

3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 10  12  2  7  12 x 12  3926  20 1 western larch 
Remarks:  2 ponderosa pine 

3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 11  43  2  7  12 x 12  3890  12 1 western larch 
Remarks: Slash treatment along UFS road 86U. All slash 100 feet from road 
center shall be cut and piled into 6 x 6 foot piles and covered with 
plastic supplied by contractor. Covering material will extend over ¾ of 
the pile, and shall be sufficiently secured. 

2 ponderosa pine 
3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 12  37  2  7  12 x 12  4039  26 1 western larch 
Remarks: Slash treatment along UFS road 86U. All slash 100 feet from road 
center shall be cut and piled into 6 x 6 foot piles and covered with 
plastic supplied by contractor. Covering material will extend over ¾ of 
the pile, and shall be sufficiently secured. 

2 ponderosa pine 
3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 13  14 2   7  12 x 12  3482  13 1 western larch 
Remarks 2 ponderosa pine 

3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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Unit Acre 

Cut Tree Size 

Spacing Elevation Slope Species Preference Min. 
Feet 
Height 

Max. 
inches 
DBH 

 14  40  2  7  12 x 12  3558  8 1 western larch 
Remarks 2 ponderosa pine 

3 noble fir 
4 western white pine 
5 Douglas fir 
6 western hemlock 
7 lodgepole pine 

N 
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